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‘Tabrece, Refers to No, 128. 
Minintor for Foreign Affairs professed 
himself unwilling 10 move troops unless 
‘abnolutely necessary see we 


mos" correspondantinTobran, Roporta 
‘oration with Emperor cincoraiyg s+ 


German trade in Persia. Gi 

article by Dr. Grothe in "Col 
Gazette” weommontingg that Germany, 
should take greator interest in Persia. 


Rofers to No. 161. Ieports 
ith M. Tavolsky'; 


Mithdrawal of Russian officers, but did 
fot pros the matter 4 


Rossian officers. IF withdrawn it would 

Thave. to lwo tiade clear that thoy woul 
be replaced by troops of another 
jonality” +. 


Persian Constitut 
rogard to Nov102 


‘Bast in Tis Majesty’« Legation, Refers to 
72. No tndlation of, Pears of 
int No. 102 not 


‘Shah and Constitution. Refers to No. 108, 
Shah will receive Britis and ‘Russian, 
Representatives on the 12th instant. 


Concessions in Porsian Gulf, Refers to No. 
168, Transits copy of telegram from 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran and 
raft of proposed reply | 


Pasand Khan incident, Transnits copy of 
Twlegraphio correspondence with Gover 

tment of India on subject of Agrees wi 

Sir E Grey that matter may bo dropped «| 














TABLE OF CONTENTS. 





Name. 


No, Date. 


Somzect. 


‘TABLE OF CONTENTS, 





Name. 


No | Date. 


Supsuc. 











‘To Sir G, Barclay 
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aura. | Nov. 1, 
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(Confidential 





871 Tel 
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873 Te, 
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avi, | 


975 el. 
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Shab: and Constitution. Refers to No, 174, 
‘Approves his act points out 
‘Shab should carry ‘out. his 
interests of himself and his country, 


‘telegram from 

October, cont 

fof India on suggestions mae by His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Bushiro re- 
garding, Viscount Morley concurs. i 
Niews of Gover ‘of India. Notes 
observations. +e 


Military Attaché for Coy 
Meslied. Refers to 
‘with suggestion that 
‘Treasuries should divide expense for 


‘Shah and Constitution. —M. Tevolsky informs 
eM, do Hartyig has been recalled 
otersburgh for purposes of 0 


Majesty's Consul 
reports pobicrojocing at murder 
Maki, Movements of cavalry 


Has made representa-| 
i Sle, Marling, in| 


Tuleh Consul, Appointment of 6. +) 


Hormuz Oxide 1 Refers to 
Goncurs in ters of teera 

proposes to send 10 His 

fat Tehran in, reply to) 


Customs, ‘Transmits copy of tegram 
ceived from Tehran By E. 


Sbal 
tit 3, Tvl 
{ivetion of what stops to Evo 
Meats shold take "=> 


Reported German offcors. 
Genera at Tabreez has answered in afirma- 
ide Hartwig inquires as to. Mr. 

law reports that they: are in Tabreed 

for business purposes... es 


change. Has informed M. de 

who proposed renewal of 
nogotiations, that in view of Abwaz- 
Porasjun wogotiations it was desirable to 
delay ve i | 


Ms de Tartwig's departure, Antiounces his 
‘departure for Si. Petersburgh on oficial 
hosiness” on the 15th November; Ml. de 





‘Sabline to fake change 


further engroachuents 


| Anarchy. Tis Majesty's Consal-General at 
‘Tabreve announces that village of Mus- 


hamtar has been pillaged and district 





ravaed by Karadaghi borsemen | 


Sir G. Barclay 


Consul Stovens 


Barclay 
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Situation at Tabroez. THis Majesty's Consul- 
General teports that fist of the nineteen 
piliary tains expel ave avivel ot 


Situation at Tabrooz. Refers to No. 101. 
Further details from His Majesty's Conaul- 
General of attack on Mushsmbs. Ie. 

sd that Governor-General has bee 
Joined by 800 Persian Cossacks. 


‘wall. prospect 

new * Assonbly 

the last. Has inado tt clear to Shah that 
cular foruy of Assembly would bo 


Russian troops, Denies movements of troops 
teported in British and continental papers 


Nationalists have 
Aemonstration of 
‘against demons 

mite 10 Legation 


Wl Siri oxide, Rotors to 
‘Moin that only eo 

tony addressed by: Mossra Strick 10 
er Hover er 1 Sik Ae 
proves modification siygested in No. O8, 
With pointe imentoned in No, b46,Part XV, 
Desirable that Moia shoul arrange torah 
will Messe Siriok es ee 


Attack on members of escort of His Majesty's 
Consul at fers to No, 674, Part 
/ Coneurs i 
that note from, Persian 
80th August should he aceopted and 
matter allowed to drop mt 


Bundor Abbas Consulate guard, ‘Travis 
copy of death to Goverinnt of Tada 
relative to iat Mic lag 


Refers to No, 186, 
Deprocaten el in Russia, of 
reforms to be prensed on the Shah, Suge 
fests unig. framing’ of oleotoral laws 
{ritliont specifying: form of Constitution «. 


Shab and Constitution, Refers to No, 200, 
Necessity of ringing Shah to soo that 
Rossin is equally h His 
Majesty's Government with ragard to, 
Wiestiin of Constitution. Proposal of 
reat to withdraw Russian officers. 


Appointiment of Persian Minister in London. 
Persian Government have asked whthor 
Moshir-uleMulke would be acceptable a, 
MiuisterItesideot, Such proposal must, 
‘be regarded as toxoporary expedient only. | 


Situation in Tabreer. His Majesty's Consal- 
tho believes Russian 

ist reports 80 

fs to bring about Russian occupation, 
Russian troops at Julfa Hf 


Shab and Constitution | Refers to No. 186, 
Suggests forcing the Shah to grant aCons 
‘stitation by seizure of Northern and 
‘Southern frontier customs 
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Loss of £'T. 800 in transit between Tabreez 
‘and Urumia, Refers to No. 121. Ine 
quires whether Persian Government will 
Be ablo to meet their liability .. 


Guts monopoly. ‘Transmits letter from Mr, 
TL, Ty Stevens requesting: intervention of 
His Majesty's Legation fe 
‘obtaining leave to export 


Claims against Porian Government. Ci 
ean on Lake Urania Sheep's casings 
Songoly. Guts smut Tents on ale 
om egg Anowers inquires in 
SoMa, Wibreprt se 


‘Teansnite Meworanium on No, 186, 

geste meats of ending present uirest. 
hah is great obstaclo to goud government 
of Persia Poca val 


anageme 
Rofers to No. 207. | Expresses satisfact 

at replies to first, but rogrot at replies 10 
ocond and third na 


Uma, in tan ifort tin at. 9 
itis firms i» veotating 
for porchaeo ot 


Constitution, Minister for Foreign 
‘of Shak’ inten 

Considers 

this unsatisfactory. joint 
Interview of two draguinaus with’ His 
Majesty +. we al 


Retention of guard for Oil Syndicate. Refers 
to No, 159, Wilson in favour of, and 
thinks final decision should be postpone 
forafow works se eee 


Shah and Constitution, Refers to No, 204. 
Quotes language tised at joint audience 
‘shal, in’ view of which proposed 

threat may’ not be necessary ntl repre= 
tettations proposed in No. #11 baye been 
mado a =e 


Persian Representative in London, Informs 
Tiny that His Majesty's Government's 9 


wroval of appointment of Mashigal-lk 
Peconditioaal upon he being eal tem- 
piwy asses 


Oil guard, Tranamits copy of letter from 
CGoverumeat Inia with reference to 


and Ranking. ++ 


increase of salary for Lieutenants Wilson | - 


Solar Khan, Refers to No. 217. Press 
Teport that, Sitar Khan had been deco 
fated by Turkish Government has been 
Gail aw ae Ge 


Situation at Talieez. Refers to Nos. 187 
Russian Consul-General reports 

that 5 
‘Turkish Government. Medal really of uo. 
importance see eee 
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Shah and Constitution, Expresses hope that | 
TRossian Representative will bo fustructed 
to act in Sense of sngeston made fa 
No. 211, to which His Majesty's Govern 


Persian Government, Tis 
wwernment regret that they: 
fy decision conveyed to him 


Consul-General at ports that 
Nationalists occupied Maraga on 16th 
i Governor fled, Ro 

man at Dilwan 5 


and Constitution, Refers to No. 218 
1 Representativeat Tehran Ins boon 
tructed to act in sense of Sir G, Bare 
lay's suggestion. ssh al 


| shat and Constitution, Ts informed by: 


Grand Virier that Shah has wont Roseript 
to be printed, declaring he will not rant 
‘an Assombly’ which I contrary to Islan. 
Ts preparing joint Memorandum with 
Russian colleague ns 


Shab aud Covstttion, Rafer to No, 228 
Shay ot haar ing hat 
Til slajtaty bas abalone eof cote 
Yoling's Faso Shs wee 
Tecoulty of which roogaized 
Per ag edie al 


Hdentic. note presented by England and 
Russia to Persiati Government. Refers 
to No, 6, Transits Haglish version of, 
Dolay in presoatation of com 


Gorman trade in. South-V 
Tmowletges No. 627, Part X 
fermen ao rele ro 
onceuousto any person excoptin cert 
ovinges by tra of concoanon granted 
Tonln Direy nay 


Persian Government coucerningg Pri 
posed to drop the subject temporarily 


Wir of uhh tora fom eh 
Manet report 
ral Wratistaw 0 es 


officers; ke, Refers Minot 
Tauded itemized statement of by 
nies, Amiounts to over 600,001. 


opi taken by’ 
Shaukat (oes 
ik aucopeded in 

obtaining ro-establs 

Objections to Hash 
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Sir, Barcloy 





(Confentiat 
fit 


Niwolion 


Messrs, Bllinger and 
Co, 


Sir A. Nicolaon —..| 268 el. 





Events in Persia. ‘Transmits summary of, 
luring month of Ociober, drawn up by 
Major Stokes ce 4 


Railway constroction in Persia. Comments 
in ussan, proposals, Proposed. ali 
wot of Talay, Advantages of eaily 
Berteaton to Perdan Governient (Or 
tered Concession ane 


Opening of commana Abas 
erred Hefer to Nos 409 aud 57, 
Pee Y, Transmits copy of letter {rom 
ee Gon urging mecemity of Come 


Gulatoke Soggents moifeations in King’s 

welcome Nopaing, labled. Pope 
aramsfer of Tapert Banke en, Refers to 

ater isnt of Financ bas refed 
Ne ion ten Tanai eopy of 2 
poe. to Feria Government af 
so oe Weeks Chief Mager of ts 
ioe 


Refers to No, 
al at 

Attack. by 

n Governor-General’s camp on 2th 
Surroinler of Davachi quarter 
oyu on the 12th oe 


soit diatien of Military 
oth September to 17th 


Tate 8 Constitution. 
Hefers. to. Now 162, Heeports interview 
with Minister for Foreign Allaire ob. 
Tatter's views ot subject of withdrawal 
Of Russian ofleers ss 


Persian finance, Refers to No, 22 
outigusicated wv Rossin Mik 
For irs sutomary ol 
Part Xv concerning. Gives M. Isvolsky's 


‘Shab, _M. Iyolsky considered outlook very 
Thopetes. Medi Hartwig was coming ¢ 

Potersburglt for consultation on "the 
his ico= tea ete © 


Reports convers 
. Latter 


Protection of Russian interests in Azerbaijan. 
Report interview with Sf Tsvolaky. who | 











i"unstoas for, and quotes, Novoe 
Hrempa" and" Pourse Gazetie” “| 
THormu2 onde. ‘Transmits copy of letter to 
Ne Wikon F gud to negutiae 
tina wih Mrstickse ee = 
hal’ Rscripte Reports conversation with | 
TM favolekgy who depescated proposed 
Wee eer AS Ta 
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Tel. 
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Memorand 
‘nunieated by Cou 
Beuokendorit 

War om 


Sir A. Nicolkon 
396 Tel 


| 3974 
«| 30777 


++) 399 Tel. 
| | 


«Telegraph! 





Morais and Siri oxide, Note authorized 
No. 107 hte nat yot een, oa 
Pes Aviat of 
hong is reanonable pros- 
pct Gt stick and Aon coming” (an 
Barecment 


Shh and Const 
ose Musto 0 
tiect of rent 
winds at 
Run 2 
Situation at Tabroc. Tis Majesty Cons 
General at Tube pt at Nat 
{0 finan noes ane plaged Tou 
station in the Derediz, E Gi . 
Shab's Resrpty Refers to No, 228) Ape 
align of Conattation bythe. Shae 
ossity of pty pressure on Sh 
Colonel Liskhol aight he replaced it 
wont bo to allow Nationalist to 
igs prasive on Shaly ad eo 
fee nmady to Sitar Khan. Hest 


German oficors in ‘Tab 108 list of, 
se ruported as being in Tabroee, 


Rossian.offeort, ‘Thora aw Ayo lees 
fvth Persian Cossack Brigada two 1800 
tre prolably to roported 2 

Situation in Azerbaijan, efor to No, 24 
Tins romnicaual to. M, Tavolky. ro: 
posed representations to Shah and Sar 
Etin. Glves M,Tavlsky's views on osm 


Oi Syndicate th is, opin 
tindesttable to withdraw guard at pros 


Attacks by Rakim Khan on Arienian 
illages Me, Wratnw Qs, enooned 
niin eat atck aa: 
teh teprvantatives aro prsaige Sah to 
fice latin Khan to deat se 


ropresontat 
as ordorwl suppres 
‘Tyo representatives 
oo for tho two dragowans 


‘Qcoupation 
‘Majest 


Concentration of Russian troops at Sulfa, 
Details pia le: 
Abolition of Constitution by the Shab, Us 
Majesty's Government roluctaut t0\ carry 
Ont, treat of seizing custons-housod, 
Hest course would bo to let Nationalists 
‘exert pressure on Shab syne 


Red oxide in Sirri. ‘Transmits No, 245 ro- 
‘spectinge views of Moin with rogant to. 











‘Asks views of Secretary of Statefor Inia 
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200 
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400 Tel. 


274 Te. 


ir G, Barclay 


‘To Sir A. Nicolson... 





‘To Sir, MacDonald | 


‘To India Oice 


Sir A, Nicolson .,| 277 Tel 





Joint representations against abolition of | 


Red oxide in Hormuz. Acknowledges 


German officers, Refers to No. 217. I 


that Siri is included in his Concession 
tunder the Firman of 1904. Best course 
Would be to hold back note to Persian 
Government regarding necesity of | 
approval of His Majesty's Government of | 
rant of Concessions in Sirri as likely to 
fniterpreted by Moin as hostile move) 
‘and thus lesson chances of Messrs St 
Spang. terme wih ia regu 


osttation, Reports iteriew with 
Minor for Foran Maire” Stale 
Shnoyance, at passage raferrigg 0 el 
toursls of his entourage. Explanation | 
fGen Of Hever. Atsienco" of two | 
eres oe ae ae 


No. 210, Replies in afirmative i 


Tormation has been recoived from Russia 

Government respecting. Is, stated that | 

Satar Khan receiving assistance. fro 
Mr. Wratislaw should telegraph 


ituation in Azerbaljan. 

‘with M. Isvolaky. on. 

bad stato of affairs to Young Turk Com 

mittee, and expressed wish that His 

Majesty 

declaration from Comnitteo of U 

Progress to-effect that they will not inter 
in afairs of Persia, Communication 

to Star Klan proposal in No. 249) 


es substan 
‘hich No, 187 was based. 


Persian Special Bavoy to St. Petersburgh 
Mul about to leave for St. Peters 

burgh. Will after 

M, Sabtine bas silat fnfurmati 


Uff copy 6 
iin ff 

ding, Cou 
fie that there 





jan Affaire Report conversation. with 

panese Charge Affaires om Russian | 
lutide, aud tvlations of His Majesty's 
Government to Russian Government, with | 
rogand to z 5a AO 


ease of pay of officers of ert | 
ledges No, 215. Inadvis-| 
appeach Treuury on the subject | 


ia deci ow loog guard is to be | 


‘furs Committee ant Natinaliste 
feez, MM, Iavolsky has made protest 

to Turkish Amtassdor.  Sugiestion that, 

fatter should cba sort of assurance froma 

Young Turk Committe. «| 161 
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Sir A. Nicolsoo 





408 Tel. 


404 Tel. 


405 Tel, 


407 Tel, 
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Germans at Tabreez, Refers to No, 268. 
His Majesty's Consul-Genoral asks for 
de ig, Which have been fur- 
ished to Foreign Ofio by Russian 
Government, so that ho may be ablo to 
check them (see No.265).. wa 


‘Shahand Constitution, Undesirableto make 
further joint representations at_ present. 
Result. of audienoa of two dragomans. 
Council to meet, ‘This Council might be 
‘used as step towards Medjiss a 


Non-eracuaton by Turkish troops of places 
fon. Perini of tention, Tras 
essed. hy Porth 
‘nies £0 Ottoman 
Goverment omeetag ewe 
Persia Special Kuvoy to St. Potornbungh 
jefers to No. 200M. Sang has been 
informed by” bis Goverament that the 
Bayeror dctines all 
syipaty, an hasbeen 
‘omaunicate this to Persian Government, 
Shah and Constitaio 


Tas received repl 
Of Persian Gover mat 


it to jolt note of 
Gives mubitance of. 


Protection of Bairein subjects, Has. ro= 
ceived from Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Graft of amended note, Quotes only. 
objectionable passage, “Inquires fhe 
may accept noto with or without omissk 
ff this passages. A 


Shah and Constitution, Instructs him to 
nquire whether M. Isvolsky agroos that 
shal should bo requested to draft a now 
Electoral Law rome 


Young Tanks, Refrato No, 20, nuts 
‘whiothor it is paasible 0 muygent. (0. tho 
is that they should declare, 
I support the policy of none 


Gorwan officers. Refers to Now 265 and 
271, Gives reports on which Kus 
‘suspicions are bused, ay 


Gorman, officers in ‘Tubreer Refers to 
No. 263. ‘Trauismity Sir G, arelay's 
information concerning. ee aes 


‘Shah and Cousttution,  Refars to No, 277, 
Proceedings of projected Counell hays 
already bexun, Preparation of Electoral 
Taw to bo thie frstoceupation, Ru 
Miniter for Foreign aire fivathiks 
further reprosutations to hal une 
necessary at prevent. ve 


Situation in Tabrooz. ‘Turkish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs has informed M, Tavolsky 
‘that medals sent to Tabrews bad beon dite 
patelied. by Persian sympathizers. eth 
Kattar Khau's moveinent resident in Cone 
‘stantinople, Turkish Government disclaim, 
fany desiry to interfere jeer 
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Young Turks and Persian Nationalists i 
"Towilk Pasha has warned, 
tories on froutier in Vilayet of Van | 


Shah and Constitation. Refers to, No. 254 | 
Comments on members of new Counc of 
tables.” Unly way of bringing Shab o| 
reasoi that suggested tn No. 246 | 
Gravity of situation tu Tabeeez.. 


foie aera Greens pe 
sa ded iajanCaes 
Seer cee 
aaa ees a ee 
anne er 


frou Ilis Majesty's, Consul-Gene 
porting that Nationalist troops have bern 
riven ont of Maraga .. 


Shal) and Const . 1. 
Mtnpt hasan psted all ve the 
in site of sanurances given by 

yr Foren Mies acto 

sale ta resi fr 





Toheas. et 
effervescence inereasing. 

tom iu favour of Constitution presented (0, 

Tagulitediins ar ee 


pret Refers to No. 28h. 
revolutionaries at ewe 


Russian 


| oft guard. His Majesty's Government 


the Hoard. Soe a 
at Meshed. Refers to 
te copy of telegram, 
of Tota on subject of 


Oxide Concessions in Pers 
° No. 260. 


‘Company’ 


Situation at Tabrowz Gives summary 
‘ir, Wratislaw's views of the attitude of 
posslility of their 





SirG, Barclay .,| 414 Tel, | Dee. 


To India Ofice 


India Office 


Sir A. Nicolson 


Sir G, Lowtber 410 Te. 


«| M6 Tel. 


| 417 Tel 


ToSirG. Barclay ..| $39 Tel. 
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edge, Ropeats assurances conveyed by 
‘Alaces-Sultanch (ee0 No. 261) +. + 


Situation in Meshod and Astrabad. Ilis 
Majesty's Acting Cousul = General at 
Meshod reports riots in favour of Con- 

Tazaar is closed. Russia 
hows from Astrabad 


stitution, 
Legation hears sam 


Stato of affairs in Averbaljan, To represent 
facts to Grand Vieier, though it may be 
ifiealt ty obtain asturanen from Com 
tuittes of Union and Progress (sce 
No, 283) 3 


e's das ty Si, Refay to No.2 
Biiguesta Tis Majesty's Minister at 
‘Teliran should. bo. instructed to_ procure 
"s Firman, which he elas 

Proposed course of 


jan, Tefers to No, 288 


tj toy oul . 
Ot Hussan revolutonated i Tubrode 


Young ‘Turks and Persian, Nationalists, in 
‘Arerbaljan, Grand. Vizier will caution 
Turk Committee, though to dows 

so Uy have omissaries i ‘abr 

(pee Now 2B). Ti sew, shal by 
Russian colleague, to whom, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs an given assurances 
lar to towe in No, 263: ig 


‘Turkish assistance to Nationalists in Tabrooz, 
iy No. 28% Mijesty’s: Gone 
General reports that it is. protble, 
{Hat Sattar Khan is in touch with Yous 


Sire oxide, Refers to No 215, Reprosentas 
‘of Messrs, Hadji Ali Akbar and Go, 
applied for Concession, Ts pros 
1) Persian Government. 


Situation at Meshed, Refers to, No. 205, 
Memorial hasbeen forwarded to His 
Majesty's Acting Consul «General by: 
Nationalists at Mested for, transmission 
ti the Slab; t effect. that previous 
Jetitlons against the Conaation wero 
fabrications ss seeks 


oxide, Refers to. No, 245, Instructs 
im to try and obtain a copy of 
‘of 1904 from the Persian Govern 
fromthe Moin swe 


Sirri, Refers to No. 97. ‘Transmits copy. 
‘of telograns from Viceroy on mubject of. 
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Mr. Blinger 4  |Dee 3 1908 | Horan rile, Has Karat of application al Sliah's Council, Reports conversation with 
Kors Genesis ar eer pee i. a Hara vacances ig- He is not in 
ei ling that. bis favour of addressing representations to 
He udes Sirti, and srclitor ite penne 


tom te opposed by Hs Majony's epre= ; 
sentient Tein we ee Refers to No, 920, rans- 


ire from Russian Govern 


contract for sale of oxide to German officers at Tubreez, Refers to 


Necart"Givo dt ot Garay in 
elo i rete, cole dona = Geer 
ae : Wratsiwe No Turkish offers in 
Tabroce, though they 


Hormus oxide, Has signed threo, years 
fesse. 


EGAN Eire ani Serie 8 | ToSirG, Barclay ..| $44 Tel. Proposed intervention of Au 
Ressian Minister for Foreign Affairs, un ' Agrees wit 
SSE sao ee eee 


SiG. thusky Situation at Mow. Hefers to Xo. 308 | Aipionati:Reoreenaives, Rus 

Pacey acer tat Se is sou or jon 
Movenvent/guining  proztd)—. a To Sir A. Nicolson: ‘ as Ce Bon scant ator 
CLUS eprocates Austrian declaration in favour 


‘To Sir G, Barclay Messrs Lynch's cain, Rofers to No. 227, 
‘Approves propinal to drop claim tempos 

280 Tul. Persian Spectal Envoy to St. Petersburgh. my 
ister for Foreiga Affaire states that : fe 
tho visit will take ples in spite of Russa ‘To Tadia Office Miltary. Atta al ‘Medial: Rolerete 
Governments statenient hat Czar woul No, 201, Concurs in vie : 


uot pecdiroleesieiem Sir G, Lowther AMlaiy in, Arerbaian. Refirw to No, 206, 
in representations to the Shab. Has mie of U ‘and Progress against 
comer oe 


Sir A. Nicolson: cx ir G. Persian frontier, Refers to No, 225. 
a ‘| tion with M ismits copy of Persian Government's 
itn : nto 2k communi 


sity Snead rk aa ae 
Ree ee aaeeeete| rrr tat 
Ogee cies ed his desire for 








of Russia to seek com: | 
i, Transmits official | 


Arabian tolexraphnefere to Nos 221, 
Probable proposal on, yal of Miuhtor of 
Telograpis to ts nl to Til: Buropean 

Sattar Khan and Comittee of Union and Telegraph 

PORN os Ui aneai oie eoraes Borasjun and Diful-Ahwag tines. 1 

nie that Committee were encourngis | fongation of Concessions ull 1940 

Bal 2 +) 424 Tel, | Stanion in Avorbaijn, Mis Maja 

alla | P*Consl-Generateojorts Nat 
grinins cay iy Salma Ata on eyalt 

y camp at Basmineh — .. . . 
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(33989) 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received October 1.) 


Sir, India Office, September 30, 1908. 
WITH reference to your letter dated the 10th June last, relative to the operations 
of the Oil Concessions Syndicate in the neighbourhood of Ahwaz, I am directed by 
Viscount Morley to transmit herewith, to be laid before the Seeretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy on the subject. Papers received 
by mail from the Government of India on the 28th instant are also inclosed. 
Tord Morley would be glad to be favoured with Sir B, Grey’s views as to the 
further period during which the Indian guard should be retained for the protection of 
¥; works. Should their retention during next hot weather be deemed 
necessary, the question of housing the contingent will arise, and Lord Morley would be 
glad to learn whether, in that case, Sir B, Grey considers that the Syndicate might 
reasonably be asked to bear the cost of providing the requisite accommodation, which is 
estimated at 1,500 rupees (10U/.). 















Tam, 
(Signed) 






&e. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 





Tnelosure 1 in No. 1. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 





(Delegraphie.) P. September 27, 1908, 

YOUR telegram dated the 22nd November, 1907. Oil Syndicate camps, Ahwaz. 
Application has reached us for sanction to expenditure of 1,500 rupees on constructing 
gquattere for guards on Oil Syndicate’s works. If detachment is to be retained 
luring next hot weather it will be necessary to provide them with accommodation. 
We shall be glad to be informed by telegraph as to further period for which it is 
contemplated that guards should be retained, as building season, which lasts four months 
only, has begun. The following telegram, dated the 22nd instant, contains the views of 
the Resident, Persian Gulf:— 


“Oil Syndicate. Your telegram of the 17th instant. 

“Tt appears from recent reports from the scene of operations that pipes have 
arrived, tanks installed, and contracts of European staff renewed, Lorimer, whom I 
have consulted, recommends that provision for retaining guard throughout next hot 
weather should be made. I think it would be advisable that details of programme 
which Directors of Syndicate contemplate during coming year should be ascertained.” 






_——————— 


[1622 





Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Qonfidential,) Bushire, March 15, 1908. 
TIN amplification of my telegram dated the 13th March, 1906, T have the honour 

to forward a copy of the communication from His Majesty's Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, to 

my address, on the subject of accommodation necessary for the Oil Syndicate’s bazaar 


guard, 


Tnolosure 8 in No. 1. 
Vice-Consul Lorimer to Major Cox. 


(Confidential. Ahwaz, March 3, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour to forward inclosed in original a letter, dated the 17th February, 
1908, which I have received from Lieutenant Ranking, and a letter, dated 16th February, 
from the same source, to which is attached a sketch of Maidan Munaftun,* 

The subject discussed is that of providing built quarters for the officers, men, and 
horses of the Indian guard at Maidan Munaftun, which it is estimated ean be done at a 
cost of 1251, 

', In the present state of uncertainty ax to the duration of the retention of the 
guard, hich has only been sanctioned for six months, and the further fact that 
Air. Reynolds is now in private strongly of the opinion that the operations will have to 
be abandoned in a few months, it is probable that Government may not sec its way to 
indoetake the works proposed, which in themselves are highly desirable, 

3, T would suggest, however, that should the search for oil be prolonged, and the 
further retention of the guard—which in that event will, in my opinion, be necessary— 
be decided on, the possibility of asking the Syndicate to bear a part or the whole uf the 
expense of housing the guard to be taken into consideration, 

think that a very strong case for their doing so could be made out, 

It is to be noticed that delay will increase the expense of building, if it does not 
otherwise make it impossible owing to the absence of labour. 

"kT would bez to call particular attention to the recommendations made by 
Lieutenant Ranking in paragraph 9 of his letter, and to state my opinion that if the 
guard is to be retained at Maidan Munaftun ‘beyond the end of May arrangements 
Should be made to supply the tents asked for before that date, 

‘his would mean that they should be shipped from India not later than the end 
of April. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 1, 
Lieutenant Ranking to Vice-Consul Lorimer. 


Camp Maidan slunaftun, Rebruary 16, 1908. 

T HAY the honour to forward herewith a sketch map of the Maidan Manaftun 
plain, shoving the ground occupied by the O:! Company.* In the event of the question 
Tgnit arising with the Khans of the Company paying for and taking over the ground so 
‘ecupied, T would venture to suggest that some such amount be taken up as is inclosed 
Sithin the limit A. B, which it will be seen runs along the crests of the hills which 
form a natural boundary to the Maidan and ground occupied by the Oil Company: 
with the exception of the sround to the north-west of the office, &e,, where the boundary 
might run from hill (C) following the line of the river southwards. 

2, Also regarding the above question. 

T hope to send by next mail a similar nap (which is not quite complete yet) of the 
Maidan Monaftun-Butwand road, showing the portion of the road which passes through 
cultivable lands, 


——— 


' Not reproduced, 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 1. 
Lieutenant Ranking to Vice-Consul Lorimer, 


Camp Maidan Munaftun, February 17, 1908. 
I BEG to lay before you, for your favourable consideration, the following scheme 
for the housing of the escort here with mi 


T would venture to point out that it is absolutely necessary to get the men into 
some sort of houses before the hot weather sets in, otherwise, if they have to pass the 
hot weather under canvas in small tents, their efficiency must necessarily suffer owing to 
the heat, and also if some rough form of houses are built it will effect a saving. in 
tentage, and in the event of oil ultimately being found here the houses might be taken 

ver by the Oil Company for its own use, thereby elfeeting a clear saving to Government, 

With the above object in view, I have the honour to forward herewith plans and 
rough estimates for favour of eriticism and sanetion if approved of, 

2. I beg to request that permission to commence building may be granted 1s soon 
as possible, as, unless work is started yithin the next month or so, no labour will be 
obtainable, for, with the exeeption of those labourers working for the Oil Company, all 
others go np to the Galazh shortly after the ’Id-i-Nouroz 


3, ‘The scheme is based on a total expenditure of 1201, which 1 propose to allot ax 
follows -— 


Block (A), men's quarters, to accommodate twenty men and two store rooms 
for spare kit tents, &e. 6 

Block (B), to accommodate two British diicors  ; 

Block (}, to accommodate eight followers and 


cookeboaig: = 5 ash aa) se 


ek (4) to al Inve penthouse soe bobid an ale for tn Ror, 
‘escort horses and ove per British officer, eh eae Pret 


_ 4, The main item of expenditure i the labour, for, ax will be seen hereafter, the 

T might say all—of the materials aro to be had at the price of the Inbour of 
collecting and working them. 

propose to utilize the Iabour of the escort as opportunity offers on such work as 

thy lgoding: tough) to inl coat, an, hay atrondy boon done tor fendtngetrougbe in 

‘camp (both day and night lines) and the ambar for bhusa, Shae 





To accommodate— 


] 
=| 
Boekiay 


Block (BY irs it 
Blok (By: Ditto ., «| Ditto, 





About five wooks nasons, 40 labourers. 


| : : Treo w 
Contingencies at | i 
Sproat. 


+] 2 mason, 25 labourers 


‘Total 





__ 6. General.—Walls of stone held together with mud in place of mortar and faced 
with gatch 2 fect thick, 10 feet high 6 fect foundations, “'Dhis sniform thiekuess of 
2 feet for the walls has been decided on, as it is the most convenient for materials used, 
Roofs domed of stone and mud, shaped with gatoh castings faced with gateh. 
sin Blocks (A) and (C) to be of rammed white sandy soil (i... the soil of the 
sted) ; if money permits, zateh floor to he substituted Inter, 
In Block (B) floors to be of gatch. 
prec and windows: to be of wood, obtained ready made from Shushter at 26 krans 
per door (ive, 2 leaves lintel and door posts) and 4 to G krans per window ((,e., 2 leaves 
and frame), 
Cost of above as buen include in allotment; 
utilation will be provided in Block (A) by circular air-holes 1°5 feet in diameter— 
one every 10 feet in back wall of men’s es see 
7. Special. —Roofs.—Pent-house roof of stable to be formed of surplus iron pipes of 
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about 1 inch in diameter if obtainable from Oil Company as trusses—if not, of * ballies” 

(ivooden beams)-—with short eross picees of reed which grows along the banks of the 

Streams in the vieinity (the green tops of which will be used for fodder for the horses, 

whieh they readily eat in preference to bhusa), ‘These reeds to be finally covered with 

a I-inch fo 2-inch layer of mud plaster. 

‘Flonve—he floor of the stable to slope 1 in 42 from the trough backwards. | T 

oor of stones not Iarger than a polo ball set in bed made by 

consistency of stiff clay. ‘The above has been 

ments. It has the advantage of 

keep clean anil free from droppings 

requires no burning, 

disadvantage being its slowness in thoroughly drying in comparison with the latter 

me natural paths similar: to asphalt, and which appear to have been formed by the 
ixing of sand and black oil, are to be found in the vicinity, 

Teeding Troughs. —"Vo be 1 yard from back wall of house to allow of easy access to 
the horses'-hends, Back wall to be 4 feet high to prevent wastage of food, front wall 
4 tect, holtom 2 feet, from ground level, ‘To he made of stone and mud and plastered 
over with mud to save expense, No foundations. 

&. Site-As regards site, 1 would suggest that the houses be built on the site 
‘of the present camp, facing west hy south in the following order; Block (13), Block (C), 
Block (:\). 

‘Ag will bo seen from reference to sketch map, Maidan Munaftun (forvarded under 
my letter of the 16th February, 1905), the site is a central one, and has the following 
additional advanta: 


(iy) Is on ising ground, being a continuation of a spur of the hill to the north-east 
of camp, 

(2) ts soil is of white sand, lence the site is dry and well drained, and does not 
Hiold water alter rain. 

{s reasonably close to the animals’ watering-place in the stream west of the 

office, Ke, 

Gi.) An ambar for Dhusa lias beon built with escort labour of stones and mud and 
faced with nud, is situated at the back of the present camp limits. 


‘Anothor consideration in favour of carly commencement of work is the fact that 
wood for buraing gateh ean he procured at present at rates below the average, owing to 
{here bein a large amount of wood cut: ready to bring in which the Oil Company have 
refused to tke 

‘The above. scheme will ho earried through with the utmost regard for cheapness 
which is compatille with good work, and if any saving is effected on the original 
Tough estimate of 1261, any such surplus will either be refunded to Government or 
sponded in such minor works as may be deemed necessary. 

‘0, If either on account of its expense or on account of any uncertainty as to how 
Jong the und is to remain in Maidan Munaftan the abore scheme is deemed 
impracticable, I venture to suggest ns an alternative that 8. S. tents be sanctioned 
for the escorts use during the hot weather, ‘Chis, it will bo seen from “Army 
Regulations, India,” vol. if paragraph 771, a8 amended by Standing Army Order 

‘BIB of 1005, is allowable, and even these tents in the hot weather would make a 
>t differonce to the health of the escort; moreover, the freight of such tents would 
jhe comparatively small, even if they had to be shipped from India 





(33951) No.2: 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No, 824) ‘ 
(Welegraphic.) _P. Tehran, October 1, 1908. 
TRURKISHL interventionat Tabreez, Following is very eonfidenti 
T have been informed by the Minister for Fo who does not wish 
name to by mentioned, that the an official communi= © 
1 to him to the effect that th (1 all the troops near 
the frontier to Tabrecs in the event of any Turkish subjects being Killed at that place, 
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(83999) No. 3. 


" Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received October 2.) 
(No. 285.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. Constantinople, October 1, 1908. 

TORCO-PERSIAN frontier and situation in Tebreez. 

‘he object of the communication, reported in telegram No. 324 of to-day’s date, 
from Teran appears to have been te fnflnenee the Government of the Shah in a 
constitutional direction, it doos not seem to have been meant as a serious threat 
Both the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Persian Ambassador told me about it a 
few days ago. 





[34092] No. 4 


ie Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edivard Grey,—(Received October 2.) 
(ielegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, October 2, 1908, 
IE Shah and Constitution. Mx. Masling's telegram No, 323 of the 30th ultimo, 

A Rescript lias boon published by the Shah. hesense is obscure, but. an intention 
to remodel the old Constitution appears to be indicated, A Parliament is to be 
convoked for the 14th November, andl an Electoral Lavy is to be ready for proclamation 
on the 27th instant. It is indicated that two Chambers will sit, but no details are 
given in regard to them. 

Until onder has been restored at Tabreer, no elections will be held there, 





(84094) No. 5. 


a Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 2.) 
26, 
hic.) Pe Tehran, October 2 1908, 

SITUATION in Tabreez, 

On the 80th ultimo the Acting Consul-General telegraphed that it had been 
arranged that ten inembers of each party should meet and endvavour to arrive at a 
settlement of thesituation, ‘The Royalists, however, did not keep the appointment. 
‘Me meeting was then called for yesterday evening, 





[83773] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


:) 2. “ay Foreign Office, October 2, 1908, 
i rofer to telegram from Urumia dated the 24th ultimo, respecting frontier 


dispute. 


Tdentic: communication to Shah may now be made by you in conjunction with your 
Russian colleague. 





(33716) No. 7. 
Foreign Office to India Office 


Sir, . Foreign Office, October 2, 1908, 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, inclosine papers from the Government of India relating: to 
the Gorernorship of Kain, and inquiring whether, in the circumstances, any action 
sliould be taken in connection with the Viceroy’ telegram of the 1th ultimo on the 
subject. 


[1622], © 
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T am to state in reply that, in view of the opinion expressed by His Majesty's 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran in regard to this post, there is not, in the opinion of Sir E. 
Grey, any necessity for further action in the matter. 
Iam, &. 
(Signed) F, A. CAMPBELL. 





[34195] No. 8. 
ndia Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 3.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Und 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Secrotary to the Government of India, dated the 13th August, 
relative to the aifairs of the Oil Syndicate. 


India Office, October 2, 1908. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 
Captain Trevor to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Bushire, July 9, 1908. 

IN continuation of my letter, dated the 18th June last, 1 have the honour to 
forward, for the information of the Government of India, a copy of a letter which I 
have received from Lieutenant A. 0, Wilson, in charge Indian oil guards, regarding 
‘the allairs of the Oil Syndicate. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 8, 
Lieutenant Wilson to Captain Trevor. 


Mohammerah, June 29, 1908. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 26th May last, T have the honour to report 
that oi] lias been struck hero at the second boring, 1 mile distant from the first, and 
that further boring has been stopped, as the oil issuing from the first hole comes out 
at such pressure as to be uncontrollable and is running to waste. 

2. The combined output of these two borings when in working order should be 
not Jess than 50,000 gallons per diem, at a very cautious estimate, 

8, Reservoirs to hold about 1,000,000 gallons are being constructed. 

4, It is probable that work will be resumed at Mamatain next year, 





(84305) No. 9. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received October 5.) 
(No. 618,) 
Sir, Constantinople, September 27, 1908. 

HAVE the honour to forward herewith a communication from the Persians of 
Constantinople, inclosing a telegram stating that a general massacre was threatened at 
‘Tabreoz, and protesting against alleged intrigues by Russian officials. 

Thave returned no answer to this communication. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) RARD LOWTHER. 
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2 Tnclosure 1 in No. 9. 
Persian General Council, Constantinople, to Sir G, Lowther. 


Your Exeelleney, September 23, 1908. 

WE, Persians of Constantinople, on behalf of all nationalists of Persia, beg to 
appeal t0 your Excellency in reference to the undermentionsd ose, basing our apblies- 
Yon ou te Kastor aod) taditional good selseone ye hays ives Mad with the 
British Government and the British people. According to the inclosed copy of a 
direct telegram received by us from Tabrocz late last night, Ain-ed-Dowlch has 
presented an ultimatum of forty-eight hours to the Nationalists of Tabreez, demanding 
their immediate surrender. In contrary caso, the ultimatum points out that a geno 
massacre (‘‘q'uatl’am”) shall begin in Tabreez. by Ain-ed-Dowleh’s troops. ‘The 
ultimatum begins from yesterday’s date, 

We beg to inform your Excellency that we have never permitted ourselves to 
make excessive demands from the Shah. On the contrary, our demands aro justifiable. 
We only demand the restoration of order and the reinstating of the Constitution 
granted to us by His Majesty Muzzalfar-ed-Din Shah, ‘The present Shah’s attitude for 
the past two years does not require any criticism on our behalf, as itis welll known to 
your Excellency. 

We beg to inform your Excellency that our ladies’ Committee here received 
almost an official assurance from Her Majesty Queen Alexandra that His Majesty's 
Government, in conjunction with the Russian Government, were already taking. stops 
to puta stop to the system of bloodshed, brigandage, and open robbery adopted by the 
Shah's troops in Tabreez, We regret to say that the Shah, apart from respecting such 
a joint Memorandum, has never even taken any notice of it. 

We have reasons to beliove that Russian officials non-officially assist the Shah, and 
interfere with the restoration of order and the reinstating of tho Constitution in Persia, 
We beg to collectively protest against Russia's undorhanded action, basing our 
protest on the principles of the Anglo-Russian understanding. We Br openly to sate 


to your Excellency that Nationalist loss in Persia means the loss of British political 
influence there. 


We beg further to inform your Excelleney that up till now wo havo strictly 
adhered! and favoured British policy in Persia, and we promise to honourably continue 
the same, should His Majesty's Go iment assist us in the restoration of order and 
the reinstating of the Constitution in Persia, Believing that your Excellency will 


notify the above to your Government, and awaiting your Bxcellency’s reply, we beg to 
remain, &e. 


(Seal) Persian General Council, Constantinople, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 9. 
Sir Edward Grey to President, Committee of Persian Women, Constantinople. 


Foreign Office, September 12, 1908, 

T AM commanded by the Queen to acknowledge the receipt of your tologram, 
en referred to me by Her Majesty. I am to inform you that His Majesty's 

Government, in conjunction with the Russian Government, are already taking such 

steps as are in their power consistently with the independence of Persia to promote the 

restoration of order. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ’ E. GREY. 


Tnclosure 8 in No. 9, 
Hussein Shalehi to all Persons at Constantinople, 


¥ Tabrees, September 22, 1908. 
THE Government has presented an ultimatum of forty-eight hours. After the 
expiration of same a general massacre will commence. Nationalists are ready to 
‘oppose all steps taken by th 


incial Political Council, 








34463] 
‘Treasury to Foreign Office (Received October 5. 


Sir, ‘Treasury Chambers, October 2, 1908. 
T AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty 

acknowledge the receipt of Sir P. A. Camphell’s letter of the 

qelative to the increase of the guard of His Majesty's Consulate at Bunder Abba 

Tam to request you to inform Seorctary Sir B. Grey that, in view of the explanations 

now given, my Lords will not press the sug: sury letter of the 

Sth ultimo that the existing detachment of 

the infantry detachment is in attendance. 





[84465] No. 11 
‘Treasury to Foreign Office.-(Received October 5.) 


Sin ‘Treasury Chomberss October 2, 1908. 
» TF HAVE laid before the Lords. Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury, 
Six B Camphellis letter of he 13th whimo, submitting 2 propostl for the permanent 
cid to Tis Majesty's Consulate-General at Meshed, ab 

ite acyear, to be borne equally between the 


obtained by th 
for Imperial f f 
intelligence ean w fn the expenditare 
At Meshed. It app i “offers at: Mesh 
Consuul-Coneral quel View-Consul respectively, ant t no infort 
Vetore them to show whether, if one of these officers ec he necessary 
intelligence, the post of Viee-Consud cout not be ahotished on the appointinent of a 
Military Attaehé : é 

T aun to take the opportunity of referring to the question (oni 
Hays not as yet, rece any Tul expreesio 
yaised in the last paragraph of ‘Creastiry Ic 1 
expenditure in Persia generally, and Tain to i Loniships feel stronely, 
calnaally in view of the Agiemont recently concluded with Russia, that an effort 
should be uiude to avoid any incvease in the establish at Meshe 


(i 





(84414) No. 12. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdivard Grey —(Received Octolier 5.) 
No, 827. eke 
i a) i Tehran, October 5, 1908. 
ACTING Consul-Ger reported that: the negotiations betw 
the Governor-General and th marty have made no progress. 





(84415) 


Sir G. Barelay (o Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 3.) 
8.) i 
i Te ober 5, 1908. 
elographie,) P. __- Tebray October 5,18 
ee TILD. Siinh and Constitution, Your telegram No. 277 of the 20th ultima, | 
Until we ser whether any progress is made with the preparation of the Bleotora 
[vw promiseil in the Shah's teqvript L woatil prefer to make no suggestions. 
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[84415] No. 14. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(Noa 
(Pelegraphic.)_P. 
‘BEUSIAN Constitution. 
I agree with Sir G. Barclay’s view, expressed in his telegram No. 328, that no 
suggestions should be made for the present until the preparation of the Electoral Law 
has made some progress, 


Foreign Office, October 5, 1908, 





(84651) No, 15. 


Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to. Foreign Office,—(iteceived October 0) 
Sir, p 28, Oxford Sirect, Manchester, October 5, 1908. 

T AM in receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, contents of which have had my: 
careful attention. 

In reply you can assure Sir Edward Grey that my firm will do its utmost to 
reas the Monin-ut-Tujar as tothe attude of Hs Majesty's Covernment towards 

im. 
Yours, &e. 
(Signed) -M. ELLINGER, 





(34607) No. 16. 
Sir G. Barclay (0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 6.) 


Tehran, October 6, 1908. 


Amir Bahadur spoke of reinforcements being sent. 





(34631) 0, 17, 


cea) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edwuril Grey,—( Received October 6.) 


(Velegeaphic.) P. 
PROTECTION of British subjects at Tube 
9th ultimo, 
‘ho Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Governor-Ceneral at Tabreez have both 
been informed in writing that we shall hold the Persian Government responsible for 
and property of British subjects, and M, de Hartwig tells mo that, under 
ions from the Legation, the Russian ConsulGeneral has made a 
ication to Ain-ed-Dovlell, 
ould he difficult to. di h between damage done by troops and 
ed desirable to giv 1 warning of this nature, 
the a Ziegler that his firm have not as yet 
suffered an cl 


red he fears that, owing to destrnetion of their property, 
certaii: Per be unable to settle their accounts, 


Tehran, October 6, 1908. 
Your dospatch No, 164 of the 





(34876) No, 18. 


Messrs. Frank . Strich and Co. to Foreign Office —(Received October 8.) 


ir, Baltic House, Leadentall Street, London, Octoh 
Sain fic Ho deniiall Street, London, October 7, 1908. 


cs vour letter of the 1th ultimo, in regard to the Islands of 
Sirri and Jezirat Nabiyn Tanb, we think it right to inform you that our steam-ship 


D 
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“Pabaristan”” called at these islands Jast month on her way to Bussorah, to obtain. 
samples of the red oxide deposits which were said to exist on these islands. | 

‘We inclose extract from the Captain’s letter, from which you will notice that the 
ghabitants of Sirri consider themselves and the Island of Jezirat Nabiyu Tanb as 
Being under the Governor of Lingah, whereas from_your letter aboye referred to we 
gather that the rightful owner of both these islands is the Sheikh of Shargah. 

What we should like to obtain is the mining rights on these islands, the Island of 

biyw Parur, and other islands in that locality. 

stig a ok eontse, approach the Sheikh of Shargah either through our Bussorab 
manager or through one of our other representatives in the Persian Gulf, but before 
doing so (having regard 10 a letter which we received from THis Majesty’s India Office, 
dated the 2st August, 1907, in connection with the Island of Abu Musa, wherein they 
expresses! a wish that wwe should take no action in the matter without consulting them) 
sre wait to hear whether you have any particular wish as to how and when we should 
sot about trying to obtain the Concession. : 

We should mention that it has come to our knowledge that other people in the 
Porsian Gulf are aware of these oxide deposits, and it would be desirable in our 
interests that the matter sould not be longer delayed than is absolutely necessary. 

We have, &e, ce 
(or Messrs. Frank C, Strick and Co., Limited), 
(Signed) FRANK ©, STRICK, 


eee 
Inclosure in No. 18. 
Captain F, Paton to Messrs. Frank C. Strick and Co. 


Bxtract, Bussorah, August 28, 1908, 
Wane rE your instructions, I called at the Island of Nabiyu Tanb on the 21st, 
arriving at the anchorage 3 vak Tatonee went ashore, taking some of the crew with 
ne, anid took some samples of the oxide from several spots. As far as T can judge, 
they do not seem to be of bad quality, ppear to be mostly on the surface. On 
Aiguing down, wo came to loose stones, which seem to be mixed with it. ‘The got 
Of tiese seven samples took about 24 hours, and just 
noticed that there was anothor hill of it away at the oth i 
he yand the walking so bad that we were almost qu 
had to return to the ship. ‘There are no inhabitants on the island, and) no wi 
Tilo not know if it is possible to dig any, but during the cool w 
tion, 0 it possible to do so. 
ad of Sirri, ars 
15 still feeling the effects 
1 sont th officer, with the serang, one 
firemin, and a Persian steward (10 interpret). away some two honrs they, 
returned, and nd found it so fearfully hot that the ol ly collapsed on 
the dock, and the others were nearly as bad. Howover, they brought four samples 
from one place whore there was a, good lot of the oxide The chief officer 
tolls mo that on digging down to more than a depth of 2 feet they still found the oxide 
the samo, so that L should think it would be a likely spot. have rubbed out some 
Of the samples, and, as far as T can judge, the colour aud strength is fairly good, but 
f course T ain not an expert. ; is 
oreo vor anchored off the southern village of Sirri, in about 7 fathoms of water, 
the holding ground moderately good. ‘There is plenty. of water on this island, and 
quito a number of inhabitants, When we were there nearly all the men were av 
pearl fishing, and only the women and one or two of the old men Teft. ‘They said the 
Faland was under the Goverament of Lingah (Persian), as is also Nabiyu Tanb, I do 
not think that oxide has ever heen there, 1 that there was 
plenty: of itat the northern end of the island, Int the sailings dirvetions state that there 
J very bad anchorage there. When leaving the island Csteamed round there, and 
found that there were a good many reofs sticking out of the water to a distance of 
about half a the shore. Howover, there anclionage between them. 
‘Afwor leaving Sirri T passed within a fe Nabi and_ by the look 
of the land there T should say there is oxide also, er the Governor of 
Tingah, the same as Farur, and most of the other islands in the neighbourhood. A 
much better survey could by made when the weather is more favourable, 
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734993] No, 19. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 9.) 


Sir, India Office, October 8, 1908. 

T AM directed to forward, to be laid before the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, copy of a telegram from the Viveroy, dated the 4th instant, proposing that, 
in view of the possibility of attack by the Afghans engaged in the illicit arms traffic, 
Mr. New, the Assistant Superintendent in charge of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department's line at Jask, should be furnished with an escort of thirty men from 
the Mekran Levy Corps for his protection during his fortheoming amiual tour of 
inspection. 

‘A Memorandum on the subject by the Director-in-chief, Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department, is inclosed, 

Viscount Morley considers it would be undesirable, in the circumstances, to incur 
the risk of delay involved in obtaining the previous consent of the Persian Govern 
ment, and, sul ‘oneurtence, he proposes to approve the course 
recommended Lord Morley would suggest that it might 
Ye left to the discretion of His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran whether to inform the 
Persian Government at once of the action taken by iis Majesty’s Government, or to 
wait till the Porsian Government raises the question, In either case it might be 
pointed out tlint the escort does not consist of regular troops of the Indian army, but 
of local levies of the nature of police, 

Tam to request the fayour of an early reply. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 19, 
Government of India to Viscount Morley, 


(elegraphie.) Ps ‘Detober 4, 1908, 
IN view of possibility of attacks hy Afghans, the Director of Persian Gult 
raphs recommends that an es ty-five to thirty sepoys should he given: 
while on tour to Mr. New, the Assistant Superintendent, Jask, Major Cox and 
Sir A, McMahon support thie proposal. ‘he latter says that it will’ probably be 
necessary to place more troops along the Po jew of the conditions of 
arms traffic this season, and that Mr. or escort if this is not 
done. We tat Director-Ger quest should be granted, in. view of, 
Mr. New i for suppressing arms traffic (se despatch 
g6d’Affaires, Tehran), We propose that, as 
a measure of protection, an escort of thirty men from the Mekran Levy Corps should 
be given to Mr. New. We would ask, in the event of your approval, that requisite 

steps for obtaining consent of Persian authorities may be taken, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 19, 


Memorandum by Mr. Kirk. 


MR. NEW is the Assistant Superintendent in charge of tle telegraph line from 


Jask to Gwadur, 321 miles in length, of which all but some 50 miles lie within 
Persian territory. He ought to he moving into camp immediately to look after the 

pairs and maintenance work of the line. He has reported that the connection of the 
Telegraph Department with the measures thnt were taken last season for suppressing 
the arms traffic has to some extent become known to the Afshans, and, in the event 
of anattack on his camp, his present. small escort of untrained Baluchis would be 
unable to make any proper defence. ‘The Government of India aro prepared to give 
him an escort of thirty men of the Mekran Levy Corps. They ask that the necessiry 
steps may be taken to obtain consent of the Persian authorities, If this consent is 
asked for the working season may pass before it is obtained. donot know what is the 
exact status in the Indian army of a Levy Corps, ‘The Indian Army List shows that 
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the Mekran Levy Corps is commanded by an Assistant Political Agent, the only other 
Oteor connected with it being an Adjutant If the view could be taken that the 
thirty men of the Levy Corps were not soldiers of the Indian army, there would seam, 
ta belittle objection to employing these men as an escort for Mir, New without asking 
any permission from the Persian authorities. 

(Signed) Hi A. KIRK. 


October 5, 1908. 





(34971) No. 20. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey—(Received October 9.) 


hi 13) Tehran, October 9, 1908. 
I Acting Consnl-General at Tabreez reported yesterday that the Governor: 
Gonoral las gotised to allow any necessaries of life to be brought into the eity, and has 
Closed all the entries 
"Phore ts great dissatisfaction and distress; the Nationalists aro without money, 
and aro desperate, Mr. Stovei +s Consulat y be mobbed and foreigners 
molested, aut yas consequences may ensue, ‘The situation is very critical. 
Ne 'Stavons declines to ussunne any responsibility for what may, happen, and 
considers that in such difficult times the Consul-General ought to be at his post. 
Mio Times” correspondent left for Constantinople on the oth instant. 
‘Phe Shah's Resoript ts generally regarded here asa mockery, and, ag far as Team 
gather, no serious attemy z inade to frame the Blectoral Lavy mentioned in i 
T have aguin warned tho Minister for Foreign Affairs in regard. to the lives 
property of Butish subjects at Tabrees, and this afternoon I shall see ML de Hartwig, 





{85027} No. 21. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sin Edward Grey—(Received October 9.) 
(Melographic.) Pe Tehran, October 9, 1908. 
SITUATION at Tabroos, 
fing to. my tologram No. 381 of to-tay’s date, T have seen M. do Hartwig, 
mows from abreoz, but he is instructing the Russian Const 
Me te ivith Mr, Stoveus to protest to Ain-ed-Dovleb. against his aetion in depriving 
the pencoful population of the city and the foreign Consulates of suppl 
Meee dieavig appears mors hopeful thi my information would warrant in 
nl to the cluctoral lay. lis Bxcellenoy will let me know 
Fnguirigs which ho promises to make as to tho prospects of its publication, 





(33437) APBD 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 

(No. 311.) 
Sin, Foreign Office, October 9, 1908. 

TTRANSMIT to your Excellency he copy of a Confidential despate, as 
snarkod i tho margin,» from His Majesty's Chargé d’Alfaires at Tehran, on the subject 
‘of Persian finan 

‘As you will observe, Mr, Marling ig. extre 
yaising a foroign loan. [consider that his observ: 
Thouhdtul anil to the points and T have to request your 
area tog Ministor for Foreign Affairs such extracts from his despatch as you may 
em advisable. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E, GREY. 





© Mr. Marling, No eptember 10, 
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[34971] No. 23. 


, a) : Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
‘Telographic.)_P. Foreign Office, Octo 5 
TABREEZ disturbances. Se 
aise Gene ‘at Tabreez is serious; have you any objection to Wratislaw 





{33989} No. 24. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, ig 
7 4 Foreign Office, October 9, 1908, 
TAM directed! by Sceretary Sir B. Grey to acknowl a nae receipt or a ae 
of the 30th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a telegram, dated the 27th ultimo, from the 
Viceroy, and correspontence from the Government of Inca relative to the operations 
earions) pevauics i the ne ighbourhood of Ahwaz, 
rd to the final paragraph of your letter, I am to infor 
e) mild suggest, for the consideration of the Secretary of tal gota 
that the Syndicate should be asked whether they consider that the retention of the 
guard will be necessary, It should be explained that buildings would have to be 
erected 3 its accommodation, and, if so, that the Syndicate will be expected to bear 
Lamm, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(35070) 25. 


Sir C. MacDonald (o Sir Edward Grey.-(Recrived October 10.) 


: +e Toki, September 11, 1908. 
Mt Aespatly No. 108 of the 9th July you instructed ms to take an opportu 
1 ing to the Japanese Government that, in the event of thoir desiring 
Cie tral sooni Tb grates Malis county ae CaL ny 
" would bo ngrecable to His Majesty's Government in’ view of heir 
¢ Pe lf, 
ii esac a co esterday with Count Komura) 1 drew alton 
io aubject, His Excellency rplied tha ‘ dno ‘Preaty with 
but inthe event of thei concluding one ho would Dea inal what Thad sald, and 
ho waa gonvinead that jovernment would fallin with the views of His 
Majesty's Governniont on Ho added that negotiations had beon commenced 
Veforo the war, but that noting hd resulted. He thought negotiations would shorly 
mmenced, Japanese Government would vi istaneo which Hi 
Ain ara Ce aei ean oa eves ain pate Dera a ema aa 
_ Ehuve, &. 
(Signed) "CLAUDE M, MacDONALD, 





(85114) No, 26. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 


Ps 
TION in ‘Tabrees. 


Tehran, October 10, 1808, 
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35189) No. 27. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 
(No, 312.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
YOUR telegram No, 321, es 
T sent my telegram No. 253 of the 18th ultimo on hearing of the condition of 
‘Tabroez and that Turkish troops were being withdrawn, and now see no reason why 
Mr. Wratislaw should not return, 


Constantinople, October 10, 1908. 





(34993) No. 28. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 282.) 
(Telographie,) PB. Foreign Office, October 10, 1908. 

SEU telegram of the 4th October from India Office. 

Hlis Majesty’s Government. propose to approve the course which the Government 
of India recommends, but it is left to your diseretion whether to wait until the 
question is raised by the Persian Government or to notify the matter to them at once, 
Tn any case, the fact that the escort is only composed of local imilar to police 
might be pointed out to them. 





{83780} No. 29, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, October 10, 1908. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir 3. Grey to transmit to you, to. be laid before the 

‘ate for India, the neeompanying draft of a Memorandum,® which Sir E, 

proposes to communicate to the Tis: Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 

subjact of railway construction in Persia, 

1n to veviiest that Sir B, Grey may be furnished with Lord Morley’s observations 

on this Momorindum at the earliest possible opportunity. 
Lam, &e, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 


(85191) No. 30. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdioard Grey—(Reveived October 11.) 


No. 3344) 

‘Dolographic,) P. 
SHAM and the Constitution and situation at Tabreez, 
M, do Hartwig and I have discussed the pros 


Tehran, October 11, 1908. 
n, and we have agreed 


to make an identi nication to the Mi foreign Affairs at his 
weekly reception on Wednesday, with the request that he will convey it to His Imperial 
Majesty, Nollowing is the toxt of the joint: communi 

“The recent Rescript having given rise to erroneous interpretations, it is much to 
bo desired, in the Shal’s own interest, that he should publish a separate Decree clearly 
shoving that it was in no way his intention to exclude one province from the rights 

fajesty has accorded to his people, but that he had hoped that the persons 
fighting under Satar Khan would lay down their arms so as to facilitate the 
re-establishment of the constitutional régime, 

“Te would, moreover, be useful, in view of the near approach of the 27th October, 
to publish the electoral laws mentioned in the Rescript as early as possible, in order to 
enable the elections to be held for the date fixed (the 14th November). 

“Tt would also be desirable, inasmuch as many of those in arms are desperate, 
that the Shab should announce his intention to amnesty those now fighting provided 
they submit.” 
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[85214] No. 31. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 12.) 
(No, 430.)- 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, September 29, 1908. 

M. TCHARYKOEF informed me yesterday that the Shah had issued his 
Proclamation, but that he understood it was written in exceedingly ornate Ianguage, 
was difficult to understand, and had passages which were in contradiction with each 
other. For instance, it was announced that the Assembly was to be convoked on the 
Lith November, and in another passage it was stated that new electoral regulations 
would he promulgated on the same date, It was difficult to reconcile these statements; 
and I gather that ME. 'Tcharykoff was not satisfied with thedocument. He said that he 
would be quite ready to join with His Majesty’s Government in making further 
representations at ‘Tehran if they wished to do so, and if they would inform him what 
steps they thought would be likely to lead towards clearing up the question, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 





(85307) No. 32. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 12.) 
Tehran, October 12, 1908, 
A body of some 400 Persian Cossacks has left Tehran for Tabroez taking four 
guns with them. ‘This force is to be accompanied by one or more Russian officers, 


Tam informed by M. de Hartwig that. the task of the Russian officers will be to 
prevent pillage, and that they will not enter ‘Tabreez until hostilities have coased, 





[35189] No. 33, 

Sir Edieard Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 

(No, 284) 

(Telegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, October 12, 1908, 
URCO-PERSIAN fronti ie i 


Mr, Wratislaw can now be instructed to go back from Urumia to Tabreez, 





(35307) No. 31. 


a Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 483.) 


(Melegraphiey P. Foreign Office, October 12, 1908, 
: mployment of Russian officers in suppressing the present popular agitation 
in Tabrees will be most unfavourably viewed by fis Majesty's Government. 

We fully recognize the fact that official interference is beyond our rights, but the 
Russian Government should be given to understand that if use must be made of 
Cossack troops it is deplorable that the officers in command should not all be Persians, 





(35533) No. 35. 


earn) Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 13.) 


(Telegraphic) P, St, Petersburgh, October 13, 1908. 
BREEZ. Your telegram No, 483 of the 12th instant, 
Iam informed by M. Tcharykoff that instructions were sent a week ago to Russian 
Minister at Tehran that Russian officors are to remain at Tehran until peace is 
re-established at Tabreez, and that none of them were to accompany any Cossacks who 
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might be sent there. Russian officers will probably await return of Cossacks to 
‘Tehran when tranquillity is restored in 'Tabreez. 

M, Tcharykoff added that he had to-day sent a telegram to the above effect to the 
Russian Ambassador in London. 





(35989) No. 36, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 323.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1908, 
M. ISVOLSKY and Count Benckendorff dined at my house last night with Lord 
Morloy, and wo discussed questions of Pe 
Texplained the bad effect upon p 
officers in Pe 
Russian oflic 
Nationalist p reer vouralile impre 
M, Isvolsky dwelt upon the great loss to Ri mounting to m 
ts from the disorder in the Province of jan, ‘The situation 
ally intolerable, and on 
of Nationalist, Revolution 
‘Khan was no 


rs 

maintained. Apparently there was nothing 
while he adhered to the policy of non-intervent 
fo carry out, 

Tsnid it seemed to us that the action of the Russian officers amounted to just 
e100 tion in favour of the Shah to prevent anything better from taking. the 
plac all, If tho Russian officers would content thom 
Selves with tlio protection of the Shah’s person, or even if they could be withdrawn 


altogethy ig better might come to the top. 
M, Isyolsky expressed his willingness to see the Russian officers replaced by Swiss 
or officors from 


Tt was explained to him that we we 

Russian oflicersassuch, Wedid not fora momentavish to attempt to dimi 

which Russia had gained in the north of Persia; on the contrary, we recognized it by 
the Convention, All wwe wished! was that the action of the Russian officers should be 


uch that, when q in Parliament, we could explain it and reconeile it with 
tho policy of non-interyention 
M, Isvolsky said that he intended to send M. Poklevski is possible to 

‘Vehran, M, Poklevski agreed entirely with us as to what was tl Pe "5 
sul he woul receive inst mself was 

ich impressed 

You beliove in it; go and tr 

Isvolsky adtunit 

instructions which were sent to him. He 
Russian oflicers should be confined to acting as instructors to the Persian fore 
that they should not take any part in the fighting. 


by Russia and Eng! 
Afghanistan, aud that hy seuding. c ‘agents into the country, where they 
vould be killed, it would be made necessary: that the Afghans should be disarmed. 

We told M. Isvolsky how we proposed to reply to the Ameer, but it might take 
some time to get his consent to the Convention, 

M, Isvolsky replied that, in his opinion, the consent of the Ameer was not nece 
to the working of the Convention, and he proposed that we should continue to 
without waiting for the Ameor's consent, id he was quite willing to do so. 

‘To this proposal Lord Mor ‘At the same time, we would 
continue our elforts to secure the Ain 


could, of course, assure the Ameer that no commercial agents would be foreed 
‘upon him against his will. 


y said that, in his own opinion, Afghan trade was really of little 
jmportance, and the Russians did not in the least desire to press the question of 
‘commercial agents unduly. ; 

We told AL Isyolsky that, if this was so, as the Ameer had raised no objections to 
‘Article 3, and was not prohibiting communication between his frontier officials and. 
those of Russia, we saw no reason why the Convention should not continue to work 
quite well, for the Ameor was in practice acting upon it. 

‘he general impression left by this conversation was very favourable, 

am, &e. 
(Signed) i, GREY, 





[34876] No. 37, 
Foreign Office to Indiv Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 13, 1908. 

f AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
Secretary of State for India, the accompanying copy of a letter from Messrs, 1". C, 
Strick and Co, (Limited),® inquiring how they should set about obtaining Mining 
Concessions on the Islands of Sirri, Little Tamb, and Nabiyu Farur, and on other 
islands which they do not expressly specify. 

Sir E. Grey does not consider that His Majesty's Government can support 
Messrs. Strick at Sirri, since on the 19th September last His Majesty's Changd 
@Affaires at ‘Tehran was instructed to inform tho local agent of Messrs. Hadji, Ali, 
‘Akbar, and Co., of Manchester, that no objection would be taken by His Majesty's 
Government to his application for a Concession on that island from the Persian 
Government. A a . 

‘As regards Little Tamb, Sir B. Grey proposes to inform Messrs. Strick that Tis 

Government will support their request for a Concession; and, if Lord 
Morley concurs, he proposes to add that negotiations should he conducted with the 
Sheikh of Shargah through the British Resident, 
th ‘vu Farur is within Persian jurisdiction, but he 
shod with the observations of Lord Morloy on this point, and 
(to the reply which should be made to Messrs, Strick concerning thoir 
desire for a Concession on this island. 

As to the other island Sir I, Grey 
proposes to. reply t ion ¢a untill tho 
particular islands concerned are definitely indicated, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLET, 





(35610) No. 38. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey. (Received October 14.) 


h Tehran, October 14, 1908. 

ION at Tabreez. 
ing Consul-General reported yesterday in telegram No. 154 that the Pavatebi 
the Royalist centre, has surrendered to the Nationalists, and has delivered 


‘The Mujtehid, Nir Nashim, and Shuja Nejam, the Coumander of the Marand 
cavalry, and all the Royalists have fled, 
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(85600) No. 39. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 14.) 
(No, 337.) 
(Telegraphic. R. Tehran, Oclober 14, 1908. 
SITUATION at Tabreoz. My telegram No. 836 of to-day 
Tam informed by Minister for Foreign Affairs that Ain-ed-Dowleh has been 
dismissed from the Governorship of Tabreez, and that Farman Fauna bas been 
designated to succeed him. 





(85708) No. 40. 


Sir Edivard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 497.) 
(elegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, October 14, 1908. 

VISUD of Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs to London. 

Our views on the Dardanelles question have been handed to his Excellency in the 
form ofa Memorandum, He agrees to it, although he had hoped it would go further. 
We have also arrived at-a decision as to the subjects to be discussed at a Conference. 
Although Ameer refuses to consent to the Afghan Convention, the Russian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs is ready to continue to work it, aud negotiations to obtain the 
Ameex's consent will continue, I made a complaint to M. Isyolsky as to the 
conduct of the Russian officers at present stationed in Persias this he received in 
good part. 

On the whole T am persuaded that our conversations will have decidedly 
satifuctory results. 





[33780] No, dl. 
Memorandum handed to M. Iscolsky, October 14, 1908. 


IIS Majesty's Government have examined with much inte: reful atte 
the uide-mémoire communicated by: the Russi ent to His Majesty’ 
sadorat St, Petershurgh on the 2nd (15th) 4 ject of railway construc 
in Persia, 

one misapprehension appears to haye arisen in regard to the precise nature of 
the proposals of His Majesty's Goverament, who, iv approaching the Russian Gover 
ment contompluted jot actial construction, but rather timely co-opera ears 
king Concessions which otherwise might be exploited to the dete 
unl Russia, 
he the high plete under- 
Russian Government on this question. ‘They consider, howeve 
isons which will be indicated forthwith, that any Convention now concluded 
two Powers with the Perri should be of a protective character, 
and Russia « secure position as regards 
's involving. politi Whenever the time is ripe for construction. 

Apart from the uncertainty of the political situation, there are many: factors, 
iow unkuown quantities, which, in the opinion of His Majesty's Government, render 
impracticable, ine stances, any dofinite scheme of railway developinent 
in Porsia, such, for ce, ais the absence, at any rate in Southern Persia, of all 
surveys, even of a preliminary cl as the ultimate constitution of the Bay 
Railway Company, aud as the question of whether or not a branch line is com 

iagdad to. Khanik yy developments of this nature must le awaited 
a railway from Julfa to Mohamiuerah can he built with adequate prospects of 
commercial succe 

Moreover, the principal obstacle to railway construction in the immediate future is 
undoubtedly to be found in the governing consideration of cost, and in the difliculty of 

curing the necessary capital, 

‘The Russian aide-mémoire emphasizes the inability of the Per 
meet the requisite expenditure, and the reluctance of the Russian Ministry 
to allord pecuniary assistance for this purpose, His Majesty’s Government on their 
part are fully persuaded that uo projects of railway enterprise in Persia in the present 
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economic and political condition of the country would be sufficient 

British capitalists to select them as a field for investment ; while His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would not feel justified in guaranteeing a minimum rate of interest where the risk 
involved would be difficult to estimate, but undoubtedly considerable, 

His Majesty's Government find some difficulty in appreciating the fall inwardness 
of the suggestion contained in the Russian aide-mémoire that the question of an 
important external loan is intimately connected with that of a Railway Concession, 
and should be dealt with simultaneously. If itis considered that a loan should be made 
to Persia on more favourable terms than would otherwise be the case, in return for 
the grant of a Railway Concession, then an addition must be made pro tanto to the 
cost of constructing the railway. His Majesty’s Government, are not convinced that 
such procedure would be financially expedient, and they incline to the belief that it 
‘would tend to simplicity if these distinctive operations were to be considered upon their 
respective merits, 

‘As regards the question of an external loan, a comprehensive despatch, of whi 
the substance will shortly be communicated to the Russimn Government. by His 

y's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh, has recently been received from His Majesty's 

-a¢ d’Miaires at ‘Tehran on the subject of the actual financial position of the Persian 
Govermnent 

Mr, Marling, after reviewing the principal aspects of the question, arrives at the 
conclusion that the resources of the Pe if properly. administered, 

y sufficient to enable necessary expenditure to be covered hy oxisting revenue, 

iction that any large advance made to the Persian Govern- 


men vate rather than effectually relieve tho 


present finan 

His Majesty's (4 nt consider that the efforts of Great Britain and Russia’ 
should be directed to impressing upon the Persian Government that the real interests 
of the State imperatively demand a policy of retrenchinent and financial reforin that 
such reform inust constitute the bed-rock of all economic progress, and commercial 

iy; and that, a5 a preliminary step in the desired direction, the Persian 
a ies should make it their first aiin to afford the Financial Tnspector full support 
and loyal co-operation. 

It is, in the view of His Majesty's Government, only upon the establishment of 
financial equilibrium in the Persian Budget that the question of actual railway con- 

the country can he faced with due regard to the elementary. ples of 
commerci nder 
suich condi st upon the capital involved would be 
secured, without the risk of defileation, by the Persian Government. 

lis Majesty's Government are of opinion that, in view of the important po 

issue, Creat Britain and Russia would be fully justified in inform 
, in. the event of railway communications being established in 
they would expect to have the refusal, upon terms equally favourable to an 
offered by th ties, of all Concessions miglit be in contemplation, ‘ 
Majes ent are well # tho existence of the Russo-orsian 
understanding whieh prech Railway Concession in Persin before 
November 1910, 
angement is in force between His Maj 
1 Government whereby, in the event of rail 
undertaken north of Tehran, a Concession for a railway in the south would forthwith 
accorded to a British Company. 

His Majesty’s Government would suggest that these Agreements might well be 
made the basis of a further communication to the Persian Government, and at the same 
time the British and Russian Governments might intimate the lines to which they 
respectively attach especial importance. i 

‘The Russian Government have already acquainted His Majesty's Government with 

ews on this aspect. of the question. Tis Majesty's Governinent, on their part, 

ides the southern section of a Jine which may he built from Julfa to Mohammerah, 

would specify, as the Concessions which most closely concern them, the lines Bunder 

Abbas to Kerman, and Bunder Abbas, vit Shiraz, to Ahwaz, with the option to 
construct a port at Khor Musa, 

It is stated in the Russian aide-mémoire that the lines in the Russian sphere 
should serve to maintain and develop Russian interests (a) by the chronological order 


ia which they are built, and () by adjustment of Tariff rates on the Mohammerah 
ailyva 
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Tis 
of enter 
the con: 


.. they cannot but feel that it 
ah Railway is to be worked on a 
discrimination of 


In conclusion, His ) 
yards the Russian Go 


\s het ure to expre 

Snnecting Askhabad with Meshed hy ail may be allowed, for the present, to remain 
inabeyance, ‘Thoy are apprehensive lest, in the existing state of political feeling in 
‘Mghanistan, an additional element of unrest might be introduced 

Which is already not devoid of difficulty if this question were to he prematurely brought 
into prominence, 


Foreign Offi, October), 19 





(85859] No. 12. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received October 16.) 


India Office, October 15, 1908. 
\ reply to your letter of the 2nd instant, Iam directed to inclose copy of further 
papers reveived trom India by this week's mail as to the Governorship of Kai 
Te appears from the Consul, in Seistan’s telegrams to the Government of India of 
the 20th und 21st September, repeating telegrams addressed to the Legation at ‘Tehran 
on those dates, that orders have been siven for the dismissal of the Shaukat and the 
appointment of the Hashmat. 
‘ont Morley would suggest, for Sir E. Grey's considerat is Majesty's 
Ministo at eran might bo instructed to furnish a report on thes 
am, &. 
(Signed) 


Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 
Major Kennion to Government of India. 


(Welegraphie) P. Birjand, September 5, 1908, 

HAV sent the following to His Majesty's Chargé d’ Affaires, Tehran :— 

+ (No, 89.) 

“Shaukat received a telegram from Hassin Khan stating that Kain Governorshi 
had been given to Hashmat-ul-Mulk for 59,000 tomans, part advanced in cash a 
Dalance guarantecd by Russian Bank, He added, however, that Shaukat could save 
himself by sending 30,000 tomans at once. Shaukat asks for a loan from bank to enable 
im to pay. _Lyould ask that the advisability of guaranteeing a loan may be considered 
if iL as not possible to secure Shaukav’s retention in any other way. 

Shaukat could, 1 believe, pay a very large amount without assistance, but, in 
onder to avoid farthe for him to make it appear necessary to 
borrow. Failing Imperial Bank of Persia, Shaukat will probably raise oan from the 
Muayin Utajjar, who gave him previous loan in connection with Russian Bank. 1 am 
eontintimg to advise Shaukat not to pay pending your reply.” 


(Repeated to Consul-General, Khorassan.) 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 42. 


Major Kennion to Government of India. 
(No. 91.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
MY immediately preceding telegram. 
Shaukat, whom I saw to-day, showed me a telegram from Second Agent, who 
states that Hashmat-ul-Mulle has been appointed Governor and that, Firman has been 
issued. Matter is to be kept secret, and Firman is to be produced only on arrival of 
Hashmat-ul-Mulk or his son at Birjand, 


Birjand, September 8, 1908. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 42. 
Major Kennion Government of India. 


Birjand, September 8, 1908. 


agents, He asks for advice and information as to facts. 
would, I may point out, be disastrous to our position in both Kain and Seistan, ‘That 
it will result in some disturbances is also not unlikely. 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 42. 
Government of India to Major Kennion. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Simla, September 11, 1908. 
DID you aiddress to the Legation your telegrams Nos. 91 and 92 of the 
Sth instant ‘about the Governorship of Kain? 


Toclosure 5 in No. 42. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley, 


raphic.) P. Simla, September 14, 1908. 
GOVERNORSHIP of Kain 
Please refer to your Lordship’s telegram of the 30th April, 1907, Our Consul 
istan has been informed that the Governorship lias been secured by the Uashmat= 
uleMulk for 59,000 tomanis, part paid in eash and balance guaranteed by: Russian Bank, 
and that Firman of appointinent has been issued, but is kept secret and will not be 
produced until arrival at Birjand of Hashmat or his son, It is urged by Major Kennion 
if there is no disturbance, this will be disastrous to our position. Ile has 
telegraphic correspondence with the Chargé @Affaires at Tehran, but it is nob 
clear whether this inforination has been sent to him, We repeat it for your information, 
aid ean only reiterate our objections to appointment of Hashwat under obligat 
trust His Majesty's Government will be able to secure Shaukat-ul-Mulk’s 
retention in Governorship of Kain, 


Tnelosure 6 in No. 42. 


Major Kennion to Government of Inia. 


legraphic.) P. 

FOLLOWING sent to Tehran + 

98.) 

“Miran Baba sent Shaukat a (elegram saying that he could still arrange matter if 
0,000 tomans were telegraphed ; so matter apparently not finally settled, 1 would 
Point out that, prior to the Treaty of 1856, on occasion similar to this, the Ruler of 

{162: G 


Birjand, September 9, 1908, 
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Kain would have asked for assistance from Herat, and this in days when Afghanistan 
was less strong than now and Persia stronger. People are with Shaukat, and Sunni 
Khana would be delighted to come under an Orthodox Ameer, For being preserved 
from a state of affairs on this frontier similar to that existing on the ‘Turkish frontier it 
is practically ourselves only that the Shah has to thank. T am of opinion that the 
Persian Government should attach some weight to this argument with its corollaries,” 


(Repeated to Consul-General, Khorassan,) 








Inclosure 7 in No, 42. 


Major Kennion to Government of India. 





lographic.) P, Rirjand, September 10, 1908. 
T HAVE received tie following telegrams trom ‘Tehran, which are repeated for 
information, No, 48, dated 9th September — 
“Your telegram No, 9: 
“ Money cannot be remitted to Shah by Legation.’ 














From Minister, No, 49, dated 9th September 
“ Your telegram No. 8) 
¢ you anticipate the return 






ff Hashmat-ul-Mulk will result in disorders, 1 am 
quite ready fo do what Lean to prevent it, but I see that otherwise our interests 
are yo bound up with retention of Shaukat ax to justify our guarantecing loan to him, 
Moreover, it should he casy enough for Shaukat to effect a fictitious loan if he ean find 
money himself.” 











Inclosure 8 in No, 42, 
Major Kennion (0 Government of India. 


(Relegraphie,) P. _ Birjand, September 11, 1908. 
TF HAVE sent the following telegram to His Majesty's Chars d’Affaires, 
‘Pebran -— 


(No, 96.) 
“You telezram No. 48, 
“My reasons for believing our interests to 
eas follows, He has shown himself openly fr 
as a result our prestige, influence, aud trade have increased ina marked manner, ‘This 
iy shown in many ways, perliaps most noteworthy being the way Afghan 
on our request, Our influence will continue and inerease as Tons 
‘anil especially if we help him now, It is well known that Legat 
successfully intervened in his belialf, Lf for no obvious reason Shai 
we not only lose all the advantages to be derived from the friendship of the Local 
Government, but it will be widely regorded as a proot of our inability to look after our 
‘own interests and help our own friends in our own sphere. It will further he 
rewarded asa triumph for the Shab reactionaries aud Russians, for it was only last year 
the litter vere prevented by the Assembly from securing the appointment of Hashinat 
weMulk by menus of a loan, Russians will thus obtain influence and correspondin 
aulvantages in Kainat that. we have now, whether they desire it or not. Can you 
telegraph actual state of aifairs nov, and what chances of Success Uashmat-ul-Mulk has? 
Hv wil be of the highest value to Shaukat in deciding steps to be taken if trustworthy 
inlormution ow these points ean be obtained.” 











be bound up with Shaukat’s retention 
ly: tous for the past two years, and 




















have in the past 
now dismissed, 



























(Repeated to Consul-General, Khorassan.) 
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Tnelosure 9 in No. 42. 



























Major Kennion to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. Birjand, September 12, 1908, 
FOLLOWING sent to His Britannic Majesty's Ohargé d'Adtaires, elran’:— 
« (No. 95). 

Please see your telegram No. 48. The Shaukat’s personal assetr consist of Iand, 
live-stock, gold and jewels—existence of two latter are kept a seeret, It would not he 
possible for him to realize a money loan on any of these, He can raise 10,000 in 
cash, and whatever he has to pay in excess will have to be borrowed. 

“He has asked whether, in. case of necessity, he can rely on loan from Imperial 
Bank of Persia of 15,000 or 30,000. ‘The guarantees of loan would be eleven wealthiest 

in Kain, namely, Haji Ahmad Beg, Haji Lusuf Beg, Mahomed Wali Mustauti, 
Muhammad Mohsin, Malik-ut-Tujar, Karbilai Muhammad Haji Ghulan Reza, 
Muhammad Ali (Pakeharbadi), Haji Abdul! Ali Khan, Meshedsi-Rahim, Mullab 
Ahmad Sarchaj, Ali Akbar Ismail, If Bank will not accept these guarantees; T would 
suggest advisability of additional guarantee being furnished by Government,” 























Inclosure 10 in No. 42, 


Major Kennion to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
KAIN Governorship. 


swe telegrams referred to in your telegram No, $/548, were addressed to ‘Tehran 
Legation. 


Birjand, September 18, 1908, 





Tnelosure 1] in No. 42. 


Major Kennion to Government of India, 





(Telegraphic.) P. Birjand, September 13, 1908, 
HIS Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, Tehran, telegraphed ‘on the 12th September as 








50.) 
For the most obvious reasons I could not use the argument you suggest in your 
telegram No, 93. Money is the only argument to which Persian Government’ will 
listemat present. Shaukat should make snre that Hashmat-ul-Mulk has actually parted 
with his money if he is willing to pay 30,000 tomans to get the Hashmat 
cancelled. Hashniat-ul-Mulk would probably find it dif 
been paid. 

“Your telegram No. 
promising assistance to SI 























Firman 
it to mise more if it has 












I hope you have not committed yourself too far in 
kat, as Russian Minister is giving me soine support.” 


Inclosure 12 in No, 42, 
Major Kennion to Government of India, 


(Relegraphie.) P. 


Birjand, September 14, 1908. 
FOLLOWING se: Ce) 





to Tehran :— 












Please see your telegram No. 50, I have now told’ Shaukat that he will have to 
send the money.” He is offering 22,000 tomans, the amount first demanded by his 





I trust it will be possible to apply sufficient pressure on Persian Government to 
enable him to retain Governorship without paying more, Otherwise he will have reason 
to regret having relied on our support. 
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“If the demands of the Persian Government, in addition to revenue, are not 
moderated, the Shaukat will be ruined now or later and dimissed, and as the money 
comes out of the people, we have some right to guard against state of things which will 
follow.” 





SS SS 
Inclosure 13 in No. 42. 


Major Kennion to Government of India. 





(Telegvaphic.) P. Birjand, September 17, 1908. 
T HAVE sent the following telegram to Minister, No 99, dated the 17th 
September: — 





&Wollowing received from Dauke 
itch that 13,000 tomans 


“+ was informed privately a day or two ago by Milla 
the Russian Bank ; he 


had been lent to Deputy Governor, oi) security of revenue, b 

















also mentioned that 10,000 tomans had been forwarded to ‘Tehran shortly betv 
Jonn, and 1 gathered from him that this amount also had been advanced. These 
‘advances were made within the last month or so, and have already, according to 









Milkacviteh, been repaid in full, ‘This, however, seems improbable, 
Raza independently confirmed statement re last loan of 13,000, and there is no doubt 
roggardin this? 

‘Your telegram No. 61, Loan would be safe independently of the question of the 
Governorship. In these cireumstances, I would submit that guarantee would not 
necessarily commit us to maintain the Shaukat, 3,000 kharvars of grain can be pledged 
‘as additional security. 

“Shaukat can borrow elsewhere, with the ample security mentioned, at 24 per cc 
ut it wonld seem inadvisable to lose opportunity of helping in this way since we eannot 
iiford him much direct assistance, Would not the bank, on your recommendation, 
make loan, without guarantee, as a special ease 2” 

















Inclosure 1 in N: 








fof In 





Major Kennion to Govern 


Birjand, September 17, 1908. 
lows, No. 61, dated the 14th 





(eleraphic,) 
GHARG 
September 
& Your telegram No, 96, Tu accordance with general instru 
limit such operations in view of disturbed politieal eonditi 
dyanee, Leannot recommend a sgiarantee of a t which would be 
inndesirable on general grounds, aul would practically com ining Shaukat 
A all costs, ‘There ave indications that Hashmet-ul-Muik is not so sure of his game as 
Ne previously: 





YARFAIRES at Tehran telexraphs as 











ions from London to 
ry, bank will not 
















Inclosure 15 in No. 
Major Kennion to Government of Inia. 


Birjand, September 20, 1908. 


(elegraphic,) 
y's Chargé'd’Atlaires, ‘Tehran, No. 102, 


FOLLOAING sent to His Britannic Maj 
dated the 20th September :— 

“Kain Governorship. Very urgent. I hear Hashmat-ul-Mulk left Tehran on the 
sth, and that Mir Masum has been made Deputy Governor of Kainat, and leaves 
Scistan in tlrve days, Ls this a mancouvre o squeeze Shaukat or is it correct? If 
‘nd itis not stopped disturbances may be expected. People will take bast under 
‘nud it will be difficult to stop them us Iam in camp.” 
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Tnclosure 165 in No. 42. 






Major Kennion to Government of India, 





(Telegraphic.) P. Birjand, September 2. 
OLLOWING: addressed to Tehran, No. 103, dated the vat Seplember 2 ae 


___ “Shaukat has received orders from Minister cf the Interior dismissing him, wnd 
insinating Hashantal-sull’s appointment. No reason for Shaukat’s disnissal has 
been assigned. Hashmat-ul-Mulk is starting immediately, Mir Masum | iv 
orders to come with troops. iipeve pe 
“Is it possible to do anything now? Shaukat’s Agent is still trying. 

reat utition to effets’ mentioned in my telegram No, , Shaukat’ fall will be 
directly attributed by his supporters and by himself to his having relied on the assi 

of tho’ Legation and Tiaving neteu on'my:eeivicee” SE ea 























































(85865) No. 43. 





Messrs, Ziegler and Co. to Foreign Offic 





(Received October 16,) 






Sir, Manchester, O 
on : Manchester, Octavier 15, 1908, 
shai Ets extremely obliged for youre cation of yesterday's date and we 
shall at once pass it on to our friends in Tabreez, who, under prevailing conditions, 
ave naturally i a stato of great ansiety, s 

8 we pointed out in ours of the 20th ultimo, it is quite clear that the opi 
a h is 4 loar that the opinion 
eontinues to.gain ground ayiong the Persians that claims for losses on the sae 
Riissian subjects are receiving mom tion than similar claims on the px 

b i n © part, 

Of Hriish subjects | fn view of th quest you 19 inform us whether we 
shall be eormet i tlling our friends preferential treatment will be given, 
put that the subjects of both nations will fare alike in this matte 

Deeply sensible of the consideration which we have received at 
we remain, &e 

























our hands, 






PH, ZI 





LER anv Co, 





neil) 


















(35885) No. 44, 






. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 






Tehvan, October 16, 1908. 
ante 

ave gone to 'Tabree, 

Uchakow and 

they may be 

sation of the 

ue under any 






















n order to. prevent pillage after the 
id that they would not take part in the fight 


















his y that a been iforued by the Russin Govarnmont that 
1 oflicers were to stay in ‘Poliran ed that as he did not 
exict date of Uchakow's departure, he had not yet informed his Government 

































Tehran, October 16, 1908, 

tion and Tabrecz situation, : 

nt, the Acting Consul-Gencral reported that the head 

da eehgath 0 p hat the head-quarters of 

fie Rosalist party in the town had been urnt and looted and many shops pillaged in 
] 


fi 
























att 
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6 
| 
Tadneada yet daa vie anil Ti made sae avino ged sdeatre:commaunt ots that the bringing about of substantial reforms appears to be hopeless. As developments 
. tl Lee ae eee a meee ae aaah cnr aH in Persia are being closely watched by the Afghans, it is also important that, for the 
his Highness promised to. reps anguage to the Shah, and added that the present, no action should be taken by which the sfaivs quo would be materially altered 
i toral Law was ready though nature, T could elicit nothing from him. in Persia, 
T gather from M. de Hartwig, who seems to possess a good deal of infornia 
about it, that it is framed so as to secure for the Medjliss men of modera 
Excellency is confident that it will ho published in a few days. 
[36089] No. 47. 
; ‘ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edirard Grey.—(Received October V7.) 
; No. 340) 
i) eA: ely P. Tehran, October 17, 1908. 
i i ign Office —(Received October COSSACK force for Tabroez. 
| HR SuRROME Ceara ORC Becta Ostober i) Tam very confidentially informed by M. de Hartwig that the Russian Governme 
: THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents is compliments to the Und e decided to increase the escort of the Russian Consulate-General at Tabreoz, 
y Svorciary of State for Foreign Aflairs, and, by dire Viscount Morley, forwards sequence of the recent outrages on the Julfa~Pabreez. road. 
} information of the Secretary of State, copy of a ‘ele; from the 
i relative to British interests in the Persian ( 
No. 48. 
‘ India Office, October V7, 1908. (36444) 18. 
i Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
f (No. 510) 
ae (Ielegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October V7, 1908. 
i Inclosure in No. 46. SraNTAntONTae. Tauren ; 
) 4 “4 Thave beon informed that two companies of Russian infantry and 100 Russian 
y, Government of India to Viscount Morley. their way to Tabreez from Julfa, 
i KTpleggeapluies)y its October 2, 19908, ‘This news, which follows directly upon that’ of the defeat of the Royalist troops 





VATION in the Persian Gulf. Please refer to your telegram of the th ultimo, 
uur views on the proposals in the letter of th June from Major Cox. 
We conenr in the view expressed inlet of 14th July from His Majesty's Chargé 


and the cessation of fightin 
de to, 
Tt will cause a bad 








will be looked upon as proof that the Russians are 
‘ush the Nationalists, and to establish the authority of the Shah ati 





abreez. 













] WAMuikes at Tehran that w visit 10 Tehran on the part of Major Cox might be effect that the visit of the Russ 

i advantageous, $ opinion, for it is enti 

' With reward to the question of the Consular representation of tl Would it not be possible to induce the Russian Government to leaye the Pe 

N ment, a despath on our own Consular establishments in Per to settle their own affairs? This would be quite justifiable, secing that no satisfaction 









) Which wo have not found ourselves able to sugwest that ay 
Suguestion that Bonder Abbas Consulate should he relinquished by Russia does not, 
therefore, seem to ux desirable. It would, no doubt, be desirable that M. Ovscenko 
shoul be transferred, but it would perhaps he unwise to press this just nov, in view of 
statement by Mr, Marling as to the high esteem in which the Russian Const 
i) Abbas is held by Me Hartwig, We sup oval of Mr. Maclin an nae x 
y for Viee-Consulate at Lingab, in view of © 
by Indian revenues, In the ‘first instan 


on the subject of the Constitution hias been as yet given by’ the Shi 































[36086] No. 49, 


ir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Gre 


















(Received October 18.) 





































(No, 209.) 
years. es Ga aaa stober 17, 1908 

iti veyard to the question of policing the trade routes, wlegraphic.) P. Si, Pelershuryhy October V7, 19 
Fiore Heriaten RRS Staaten Sats Mage 1 LEARN‘ to-day from M, Peharykoit that a decision to reinforce the Consular 
Guvernmient on this proposal have not yet reached us, We doubt if it is practicable, 8 bree by two com of infantry and eighty Cossacks was taken last 








by the Cabinet Council. It has been ‘decided to take this step in consequence 
i that a Russian post station on the Julfa~abreez road has been destroyed, 
nv Russian inspector ing a bare escape for his life, and being rescued by one 
of the followers of Sattar Khan; another reason for the step is that Sattar Khan 
refiases to giarantee that the Russians in Tabrecy are any longer safe, ‘Che destruction 
of the post station was, it appears, the work both of the Shal’s men and of the 
Nationalists. ‘The Royalist troops lind, according to M. Ycharykoll, been completely 
Ite added that the Firman Firma was no better than Ain 
i nd Sattar Khan's men, who were in large part C: 

in, were equal in point of badness. 
vkolf has telegraphed to Count Benekendorff, await instructions 
as to whether to say anything regarding the grave step which iho Tussian Governs 
ment ine, however, that it would be difficult to induce them to 
refrain from it, seeing that it was adopted after a Cabinet Council. 













under the changed conditions, to take action wi 
pendence and integrity, 

As to the question of a radical change in the Customs, His Majesty 
ave hotter judges than we of win the attitude of the Europeai Powers cor 
be. Lf an ope 
‘auy by the raising of this question, it would probably be prefer 
should be Tett alone pending treatment, in connection with a 
hankruptey, of the whole finaveial position of Persia, 

It prexent conditions continue, we agree with Major Cox that three subsidized sh 
in the Gulf will be insutticiont; bat until the results the Arms Conference are 
Known this question wight stand over, 

Our views on the question of extension of eable communication were st 
tolegram of 21st September. 

‘urthior representations from Major Cox are still awaited with regard to arrange- 
on ‘Trucial Coast. 
W 





it interfering with Persian inde 


































































ed in our 












ment 





desire to make it clear, i 





are formed with ee 





Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 18.) 





St, Petersburgh, October 18, 1908, 
10 of the 17th instant, 
1 whom I had to-day a long conversation, real me out various 
zed between him and M. de Hartwig iS 
the post station were, so his Excellency 
\l not, as Thad understood yesterday, 
‘The lives of the Russi 
peril, as were also the 
ank, &e,, and. there 


RUSSIAN Cossacks for‘Tubreen, Your telegram N 








telegrams which 1 
and. destruction of Russian 
explained to me, the work of the anti-Royali 
the combined work of them and of thie 

subjects in ‘Tabreen were, lie ass 
—the Consulate, 
Whe force to be 




































hreex simply with 


rlake no hind of 
is afforded that s 





internal affairs; us soon as some 





categorically, when Espoke to him in thi 
at, if the objects of the 
these views were © 
He Russian Government to 4 
md much more 
sn event ns tliat took plac 
Deine riken by: the Russia 
he added that he felt sure th 





garded ju such 1 1y opposed to the 


it till the mur 











celleney asserted th; 








ent of a like case arisi 
‘ould be adopted in similar 
Not the slightest dest 
Governnient to in 








stances by Liis M 
ntention existed on the part of the 
3 it was indifferent to 





an internal matte 











rity of the Shah o 

that Tdid not give these 

might be held in many 

stly hoped that His 
power to remove mis 





wits out of the question, x 
opinions of His Majesty's Government, but I said that the 
quarters in England 

iesty’s Government 





















ment of the Co 
subjects and institut 
‘ies from the Cau 

In reply to my 








tan Khan’s foree, ani 








nited object of the 
tervene oF int 





(there is no intention to i 
alalfairs, will he anouneed here i 
ply to: my question 





s to whether his Consul-Geni 














ally Held the dan; 














India Office (9 Foreign Office.—(Received October 19.) 

India Office, October 12, 190: 
rected to say that Viscount 
which Sir E.G: 
Russian Minister for Porcign Affairs on the subject 


of the 10th instant, E 


IN reply to your let 
rs with the views and Iangus 


















COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 
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[86379] 


No. 52. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 19.) 
(No. 212.) i 






PERSIAN finances, 
Your despatch No, 311 of the 9th instant. 







communicate to them some extracts from Mr. Mai 
as to the railways are reopened. 
















(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, October 19, 1908, 


As the Russian Government consider that the question of Persian finances is 
connected with that of railways in that country, I would suggest that T should 
ing’s despatch when the discussions. 











(36381) No. 53. 






Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 19.) 





(Ch 341.) 
Telesra; 
HIS 








reorganized 


The inhal 





is to resist the reinforcements. 











Tehran, October 19, 1908, 

neral at ‘Tabrecz reports that the police is being 
‘ar will probably he opened before the end of the month, 
saino time, storing grain for a siege, and making great 















(86087) No. 54, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 




















cP 
autions taken by. Rus 

tthe various Russia 
consider that thi 
ional par 











dealing with the pre 
Tam of opini 
Harty 





jover 
in offi 

























of the Nai 
nly avoid 
vour towards M 
aan excuse for 









in-troops 
sul thoy will 
ts defeat them, F 









larbwig wi 






aun not isofit. I 
80.48 to avoid any step to which the British publie would obje 
in support of the unconstitutional régime of the Sh 
for suppressing revolts, 

e how worthles 
uld to uphold 
Medjl al Liakholf, a 


local officer is permitted 






such 










1 syste 





of government exists in Persin, So. 
ent in the matter of the di 
be m 














pel 







e would disapprove of. 
tile de 


Russia 
finite reason I might claim for do 
re than she would gain b 








my having to declare, howe 
was unable to defeuil her 
achieved by Hartwig: with the Shah. 

‘Tho Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
considered to have been the views held by M. de 
what his ¢ nt actually want, I do not dispute the 
these troops for the purpose indicated by 
Cannot view with contidence the wi 
Pe T think serious 







made it p 
wig 

























eit to you what use you make of it. 




















Foreign Office, Ovtober 19, 1908, 
ase seo your telegram No. 210 of the 18th instant 


itl positions in Persia, including 
aro under an obligation to uphold the Shah's cause 
¢ thouglit fit to ask that Russian troops whould be 
mitlists over the Royalist, forces at 

neounter with the Nationalists, 
le Hartwigs whe 

‘king for more troops. 
wish to hamper nor to weaken the influence of Russia in North D 


esire nothing more than that they: should employ the 





8 go 
i h as to give him armed assistance 
a course which would show that the Russian Government do, 


r, I have done 





chi to be regretted if Hartwig or any 
1 Government to act in their name in Pe 
ia would Toso fur 











niy small advance 


to me that what I 








Hove referred to, but I 
the force will be used by the officils in 
might very probably arise from this, Tam 





















f 
































[86538] 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 
(No. 213.) 
(ivlegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, October 20, 1908, 









NABREEZ, Your telegram No. 521 of the 19th instant. 
M. ‘eharykoff, whom T saw this afternoon, told me that the detachment for 
reinforeing the Consular guard at Tabreez would not leave Julfa, as the news from the 
first-named plier was better, and as some order seemed to be in course of being 
establislied. Tue above had been telegraphed to the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran, and 
he had been als informed that, unless the Russian Consul-General at ‘Tabreez called 
for the force, it would remain in Russian territory. he Consul-General had been 
instructed that, nnless he was conyineed that the lives of Russian subjects or of other 
Burope not to call for the detachment, 
1 y inquiry as to whether the Consul-General could, 
relorcice to St. Petersburgh, call for the detachment, his Excelloni 
could do so, as the matter would clearly he urgent he call. Questioned 
ul not prone to 
ied that h © trustworthy, bein a 
sof the detach 




























nervousness, M. 
emutios and sc elderly m 
had been stopped was, 1 told his E: f to me, and would, 
I felt sure, be a source of equal gratification to you. Some other observations which 
J made ean be reported by the messenger leaving on the 22nd, 

















(86539) No. 


Sin A Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 





2 

ou ria) re St. Petersburgh, October 20, 1908, 
T LEARN from M. Teharykolf that the new ted Russian First Secretary 
at ‘Tehran will leave at once for his post, and that’ M. de Hartwig will come away on 
leave as soon as hie artives. His Excellency added that he could inform m 

confidence that M 
Above is contidential, 



























(36474) 





Sir G. Burelny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 






Tehran, October 20, 1908. 


ing to a report di 
Acting Consul-Genoral at. Tabre 
have crossed tho frontier at sulfa 








ee 
(86526) No. 58 





Consul Wratislaw to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 





(telegraphic) P. ‘Tabreez, Octoher 20, 1908. 
YOUR telegram of the 19th ultimo reached me here (Urumin) to-day, the 
ith instant. Some time ago evacuation began, but appears now to have stopped 
At present in all the districts which had heen hitherto occupied. there remai 
troops in reduced numbers, 












‘url 
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[363° 9] No, 59. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 





(No. 526.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 
RAILWAYS in Persia, 
Tconour in suggestion in your telegram No, 212 of the 19th instant, and the next 
messenger will bring you a further despatch containing instructions. 


Foreign Office, October 20, 1908, 





(36578) No. 60. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicoison. 


ie.) P. Foreign Office, October 20, 1908. 





sar from Count Benekendorif that the Russian force has been ordered to sta: 
ft, on the frontier line, as a consequence of the opinion whiel 

of the fact that Tabrocz is at present qui 
by Sito Khan for the protecti 


vat 
hI expressed on the 
while police measures 
2 of the inhabitants. You should 
ent to which you are accredited with my grcat appreciation of 
ng to my representations, and say ow greatly Tam pleased by 
its action. You will understand from the telegram which you received yesterday from 
me why I consider this matter to be so important, 





























[36598) No. 61, 


Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office(Ieceived October 21.) 
8, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 

Sir October 19, 1908, 
1 HAVE the honour to reply to your lette 
proposed repairs to the Godar Bridge on the Al 
After the dispatch of our letter to you of the 
otham, returned from Persia, 
ing out the simple repairs. si 
1 the bridg 





e-Tspalian 
i Mave last, our rond engineer, 
ken as to the advisubility. of 





Mr. 





ested by the mee! 
in 1907, Mr. Sotham was of 











who hail repor 
dvi 
the whol 





the Opinion that expert 
opted. Accordingly 
one Mr, Howard Humphreys, 
haw. ‘These gentlemen expressed 
n all probability required, but 
absolute. ne y for such structural 
1 engineer on the spot, that is to say, 
the bridge. As the structitral alterations 
sling the estimate given by our agent 




















ion that certain st 
that they could make no si 
terations unless supporte 

sin engineer who I 
would Ii nit am expenditure largely 
to His M: ’s Viee-Consul at Aliw: ors of this Company were of 
op Y should not be urged on the Bakhtiari Chiefy before the o of 
the expert at home was contirmed or otiverw ied engineer on the spot. 
Mr. Barlow has no such qualificatio Mr. Sotham, was ret 
directors suggested to the Foreign Office that iv would be in th 
es concerned —that is, of the Chiefs—to dispatch Mr, Sothiam vi the Pi 
order that he might visit the bridge en route, ‘This could have been done 
small additional cost, and would probably have been the means of saving the Chi 
future expenditure. ‘The action which followed the return of Mz. Sotham to 
gland and the discussions with the expert in London took time, and it was only on 
ith August last that we were in a position to inform His Majesty’s Government 
hanged aspect of the ‘This was unfortunate, because in the meantime, at 
the instaxee of His Majesty’s Government, after the receipt of our letter of the 
13th March last, His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires in ‘Tehran had obtained the consent 
of the Chiefs to the expenditure of the sinall sum (2,000 tomans) required for the 
repairs sugested by Mr, Barlow, ‘The situation naturally hecaine very complicated, 
for His Majesty’s Government were quite naturally averse to reopening the question 
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with the Chiefs, who might think we were acting in bad faith; and, on the other side, 
my directors felt that to carry out the repairs suggested by Mr. Barlow—repairs which 
inall probability are perfectly uscless—would involve them in more than a doubiful 
transaction. If the advice of our London expert. is correct, the Chiefs would be 
expending 1,000 tomans to no purpose, and would be forced at an early date to 
undertake the structural repairs of which they have no knowledge at present. ‘They 
would certainly complain to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires that our repairs have 
eon made to no purpose, and would want to know why they wore faced with further 
vier expenditure $0 soon after the 1,000 tomans of which His Majesty’s Chargé 

had spoken, and which he had stated (on the word of our local agent) to be 






















sulicient. 

‘he time has 

have dispatched hi 
My din 

nt condition of th 


ono by for Mr. Sotham to proceed vit the Persian Gulf, and we 
n vin the Black Sea ronte to resume his duties at Tehran, 
that, in communicating the reports received by them as to the 
brid; ding the Chiefs of the serious loss of revenue 
collapsing—and in offering their opinion as 
ailing with the matter, they have acted in the best interests of 
It now lies with the Chiefs to decide what is to be d 
Ilis. Majesty's Vice-Consul there with copies of the expert 
Reports, of which we attach hereto précis, We trust that llis Majesty’s 
may find opportunity to give the Chiefs to the best course for them to 
adopt. 
a ye il Outen OUS/AP deste, to mune bin) Sotiaial oom tive test sprine Torin 
on, but we will charge adequate remuneration for any such services rendered to 
the Chiefs, We think they ought to come to some arrangement with us of a permanent 
nature for the use of our enginvers, 







































T have, &e. 
(Signed) -H, W. MACLEAN, Secretary, 





Inclosure in No, 61. 





Brief Outline of the Opinion of the Consutting Engineer in London reyardiny the 
Godur Bridge, 
fe 
s mechani 
ve dit 
chief cause of the trouble is that the existing provision for cont 
of the anetal miler the wreat mange of temperature to which it is su pros 
priate ti re i cxin only recive occasional attention ommended 
ons which would remove the strain on the piers. He 
carrying out of the temporary repairs suggested by Mx Barlow 
ilt-in the transference of the strain to another part of the pies, and 
to nother part of the st In short, that the temporary 
useless, but posit pus. Hoth he and our own 
jined on the spot 





examination of the reports and sketches of 
r, was of the opinion that the defects 
1 that the 
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(36634) No. 62, 


Sir A, Nieslson to Sir Keaward Grey —(K 





wd Ociobir 21.) 
(No, 217.) 
(Melegraphie.) P. 
M. TCIARYROER writes to me 
148 Cossneks having crossed the front 
ean have done so; he adds thar one 
dulfa, but the Minister of War's orders are_positi 
Sloulil requite them to cross the frontier, the 
‘of Russias or of other Europeans are in 
Consul-CGieneral eanuot make the demand, 
the report from ‘Iabreez to be obtained. 





St. Pete: sburgh, October 2 
with reference to the report. from 
that he that no Cossacks, 
pf 180 men, is at 





























1 (which is not the ease) the 
would like some control of 
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[36634] No. 63. 


Sir A. Nicolson to 








ir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 





(No. 218.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
TABREEZ. My telegram No. 217 of yesterday. 
A. Teharykoff wrote me another letier late last night, which I received early 
this morning, to the effect that the Minister of War liad no information of Russian 
s having crossed the frontier, and that he had immediately telegraphed to 
Tiflis to inquire whether the report had any foundation, ‘The ‘orders that the 
hment was not to leave Julfa were 1 


St. Petersburgh, October 21, 1908. 























mistake the arrival of the sotnia of Cossacks for a hostile act directed 
against them, for the detachment would not be able to cross the frontier before the 
inhabitants along the whole road from Julfa to Tabreez would have learnt of its 
advent from the Consul-General, and of the object of its mission, yia., to reinforce the 
Consular Guard and to protect Russian subjects, or before the Consul-General had 
requested Sattar Khan to assist the sotnia on its qmarch and arrival at ‘abree 

Any further news he may got he has promised to let me have. 



















(36615) No. 64, 


Sir G. Barclay to sir Edward Grey.—(Received ( ctober 21,) 





8, 343, 

Telegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION in Tabrec 
The copy of a long’ to 

merchants of Tabrees his bi 


Tehran, October 21, 1908, 





sum. respectfully addressed) to the Shah by the leading 
to me and the ‘Purkish Embassy; the Russian, 
i, Austro-Hungarian, and German Legations have also received copies, It ie 
is telegram that the loyal population of the city has been fighting against 
traitors who acted without authorization in the Shah's name, and that they have not 
‘lit against the Royal authority. Having now expelled these traitors and normal 
conditions having been re-established, they hoped that the Constitutional bonolits 
accorded by the recent Rescript would not he withheld from, ‘Tabreey, 
Copies of telegrams, addressed by the Persian colonies at Baku and ‘Tiflis to 
ah, in which the immediate summoning of the Medjliss is urged, have also been 
forwarded to me, 






























(36616) No. 65. 


an Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivea October 21.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 21, 1908, 

PERSIAN Cossack reinforcements for Tabrvez 

M. de Hartwig has informed ine that Captain Ouchakow has left the capital and 
has joined the Cossacks at Kasvin. His Excellency added that until the struggle was 
over Captain Ouchakow would not enter Tabroez, 

Probably Ain-ed-Dowleh will be restored to the Governorship, as Firman Firma 
thas refused to take up his post. 



















(36615) No. 66, 









Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





(No, 582.) 
(Pelegraphie.) P, Foreign Office, Octo 

senile) ign Offi ber 21, 1908, 

See Sir G. Barclay’s telegram of the 2nd instant, 

jit seems desirable that you should consult with the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Afiairs on the question whether the present would ,be a favourable moment fora 


[s: K 






























34 
joint representation on the part of the British and Russian Ministers at Tehran, to be 
sore tig. Shall favour of the liberation of Tabreer from the disability 
imposed on her, and of constitutional government. ‘This would appear to be the best 
jeans of insuring tranquillity in Tabreez, where Russian commercial interests are so 
important. It should, however, be clearly established by you that, in view of the 
considerate attitude shown by Russia in detaining the foree which was intended for 
Mabreer, L should be averse to insisting on any action in Persia at a time which is 
considered inopportune by the Russian Government. 





(86742) No. 67. 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received October 


fia presents his compliments to the Under- 
‘Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 

herewith, for the information of th f State, copy of a telex 

Vicoroy, dated the 20th instant, relative to oxide Mining Concessions on 

Persian Chl 3 


India Office, October 20, 1908, 


Inclosure in No. 67, 
Viscount Morley to Government of India, 


‘Polographie,)  P. Tuddin Office, October 20, 1908, 
ee RUTTEN has buen muotvel from Strick andl Co, wo. wish toi obtain M 
Concessions for oxide on Na r, Sirti, and Little 'Pamb, and on other islands not 
oxpressly specilied, as to the procedure they should follow to this end 

As requrds tho last, itis proposed to give support to their appli 
that nogoti should be conducted through medium of the Re 
Gulf with the Sheikh of Shargalt hae : 

‘Vhey will be informed as regards Sirri of the instructions issued by Foreig 
to Legation at Teliran i telesgrant of the 19th ultimo. 

ards Nabiyw Farur, whit are the views of 

Nabiyu Barur and most of the otlier ist 
says thoy are under the Governor of L 
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{36732} No. 69. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Oclober 22.) 
(No. 346.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

RUSSIAN officers for Tabreez. 

My telegram No. 344 of the 21st instant. 


. Lam informed by M. de Hartwig that Captain Onchakoff has been ordered to 
return to Tehran from Kasvin. 


Tehran, October 22, 1908, 





[36633] No. 70. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 204.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. reign Office, October 22, 1908, 
SIR A. NICOLSON’S tel ms Nos, 217 and 218 of the 21st instant. 
Instract Consul-General at Tubreez to telograph on what authority he based the 
statement respecting Russian troops which you reportal in your tolegmm No, 312 of 
a th instant. 





(35865) No. 71. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Ziegler and Co. 


ntlemen, Foreign Office, October 22, 1908, 
T AM directed hy Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 15th instant, respecting tho protection of British subjects at ubreez, 
1am to inform you in reply that whatever the Persian Government should admit 
in the case of Russian ol i Iosses would, of course, be claimed by His Majesty's 
i subjects, who would, in such eases, be entitled both 
to national treatment: 
went have, howe on to suppose that claims for 
losses on the part of Russian subjects are receiving more consideration at tho hands of 
the Persian ment than are those of British subjects, and in the event of such 
ants, His Majesty's Govern- 
, nmient of Persia on the 
subject 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLU, 





{36731} 


Sir G, buveloy to Sir Bihoard Grey.—( Received October 22.) 


Tehran, October 22, 1300S, 
i red oxide. 
‘Tho draft of « Concession has been submitted to me by the agent of the Manchester 
pout to apply to the Persian Government for it, Some of the 
2 per cent. royalty: on net profits—involve 
an admission of Pers 
BE Tea Niret at lt ie would prejudice the Jowasmi claim if we make 
the conmmmication to the Porsian Government as indicated in the first paragraph of 
Mr, Marliuy's telegram No, 319 of the 2lst September last. If, on the other hand, we 
reject then, the Company's chance of obtaining the Concession would! he jeopardized 
With your approval 1 propose, therefore, to substitute the following 
“Ip most he clearly understood that such conditions as may be attached t 
Coneossion shall not prejudice the question of the disputed status of the island,” in 
place of the amendment which Mx, Marling sugzests 


words : 





(36797) No. 72. 


Initia Office to Foreign Office. —(Receivedt October 231) 


Sir, India Office. October 
LAM ditvoted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
closing copy of a letter from the ‘Treasury: as to the proposed p 
ry Attaché at Meshed. ‘the Lords Commissioners 
to the present position of the general question of the seale of in 
to which they have not yet. received a full expression of the of the 
of State, whether the post of Vice-Consul at Meshed could not be abolished 
Military Attaché, 
Consul-General and Vice-Consul at Meshed is stated in 
Paragraph 5 of my letter of the Sth July last. 

As regards the general question of the scale of exponditure, [am to refer to the 
telegram from the Viecroy of the 9th instant stati joverament, of Tndia 
are sending a despatch on the subject of the Consular establishments maintained. by 
them, but that they do not see their way to suzsost a redu Lord Morley concurs 

ntirety with the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury as to the importance of 
the expenditure on these establishments, and will give the subject his fullest 
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consideration, in consultation with Sir B. Grey, on the receipt of the despatch promised 
dy the Government of India, d 
Tn the meantime, as inconvenience is caused by the strictly temporary footing 
‘on which the appointment is at present being continued, Lord Morley trusts that 
Sir E. Grey will obtain the consent of the Lords Commissioners to the proposal made 
in my letter of the 17th March last, and that the appointment of Military Attaché at 
Meslied should be sanctioned, at the joint charge of the Indian and British Exchequers, 
for a period of, say, two years, the question of continuing the appointment being 
considered at the end of that period. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 





[36798] No, 7: 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received October 23.) 


Sir, India Office, October 22, 1908. 
WII reference to your letter, dated the 9th instant, regarding the measures 
taken for the prote ons Syndicate’s works in the neighbourhood. 
of Aliwav yi Morley concurs in the proposal 
of the Secretary of State for Boreign Affairs to consult the Syndicate as to the 
retention of the present guard, and to inform them that, if ‘they consider this 
necessary, tley will be expected to bear the cost of providing the quarters that will be 
for the detachment, 
Lord Morley assumes that the cost of maintaining the escort will continue, as 
heretofore, fo be divided equally between the Indian and Imperial Exchequer. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





{86810} No. 7 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kidward Grey —(Receined October 


St. Petersburgh, October 2: 
2 of 21st instant, 
urykofl concurs in. propo a should now be 
adldvessed. to Shahi on this subject and ono lectoral Law, &e, 
For and mode of ns should, he sug 
British and Russian Representati 





{36839} NCH Gs 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 2 
(No, 220.) 
(Teleg hii St. Petersburgh, October 23, 1908, 
DABRE eported advance of Russian troops across Persian front 
‘was informed list night by M. ‘Teharvkolf that it was proved by positive infor 
mation from the Commander-incchief at Tillis that no Russian Cossacks hail crossed. 
frontier at Julfa, Much unnecessary trouble had been caused by the news of the 
Acting Consul-Genera s to the movements of the Cossacks, whieh now 
proved to be without foundation, and M, Yeharykoif hoped that he would receive an 
jon to be more eareful in future, 
had, his Excellency added, again been dispatched to the 
» Cossack officers were to leave ‘Tobran, and that Colonel Ouchakolf, who 
had already left that capital, had been ordered to return immediately. 
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[36810] No. 76. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 297.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
CONSTITUTION in Persi 
Please refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 219 and your telegram No. 813, 
Tauthorize you to act as proposed, working in conjunction with M, Hartwig, 


Foreign Office, October 23, 1908. 





[86810] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


Foreign Office, October 28, 1908. 


‘am No, 219, and in consequence have sent instructions 
at Tehran. 
linister for Fore 


Aifairs should be informed of this, 





(36967) No. 78, 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office. (Received October 21.) 


Dear Maxwell, Bourd of Trade, October 23, 1908, 
THANK you for yon. not In accordance with your suggestion I 
dive sent the letter to Strick in an i wy, and I ineloso a copy of the precise: 
terms. Strick and Ellinger are corrupting my morals very considerably, 
Yours, &¢. 
ed) ARTHUR WILSON FOX, 


Inclosure in No, 78. 


i Mr, Wilson Fox to Mr. trick. 
dear M October 23, 1908, 
WHEN y here you spoke to me about a letter whieh you had written 
to the Foreign Office, dated 7th Octobe lating to iron oxide in the Persian G 
Thaw ascrtanel that he Cone et rel oxide from tho Island of 
nay hive to be given to a Per nd it is understood that a Company entith 
Messts. Hadji Ali Akbar and Son (Limited), of 111, Portland Street, Manchester, are 
contemplating, i they have now yet actually made, an application’ to. th 
joven 
In these ossibly think it’ desinal a i 
possibly think it desirable to make an application 
yourself to. the nmient or to communicate with the Porsian fim in 
qnestion, with a view to coming to some arrangement with them, 
As regards Tanb, Nabiyw Farur, &¢., about which you ask, the information we 
as it goes, that elougs to Shargal, the latter and the ishinds 
The Govern been consulted on the subject by 
their answer is received. | There 
0 application for 
Resident at Bushire, But 
ulty that at present the 
ssions to any but Porsian 


_ Yours, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR WILSON FOX, 


Persian 
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[87008] No. 79. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 

No, 221. 

(biggeaphi )) sg St. Petersburgh, October 24, 1908. 
TAM informed by M. ‘Tcharykoff that M. de Hartwig lias received instructions to 

the effect that no direct appeal for assistance to the Russian troops at Julf 

made either by him or by the Russian Consul at Tabreez, but that, sh 

Russian subjects be in any: danger, the Russian Government is to be informed, and 

such orders as may appear expedient will be issued by the latter. It seems preferable, 

in M. Teharykol’s opinion, that, in view of the improvement of the situa 

control over the movements of the Russian troops should remain in the 

Russian Goverment, U said I quite concurred in the view that the decision as to 

Whellior assistance was necessary or not should rest with the Central Government, and 

not with their Agents in Pe 
On i former occasion I had i , 

opinion that reference to Six, Powers might involve too much time, should matters 

become too pressing and the situation too critical. 











































ide this suggestion to him, when he was, however, of 














[36989] 1. 80, 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 24.) 








No. 317.) 
(ologenphie)_ P. 
PABRERZ sit 
M, de Hartwig came to tell me y 
at Tabree 
in the eve 
hostages, 
outside 
course, 
In reply, [told } 
ved, was quiet, a 
1 agreed, howeve 


Tehran, October 24, 1908, 
on, ‘olegram No. 217 from St. Petersburgh. 
torday evening that the pr 
i stated f 



















of furthe ta Khan 
nd thought that our nationals should be moved to some pk 
he town, He suggested asking our Consuls as to the de 





bility of this 








ion T 





do Hartwig that the town, according to all the infor 
id that T had 1io reason to think that further host 
to ask Mr ons for his opinion as to the 

















ists towards foreigners 





icos of the goodwill of the Natic 


‘am giving. 
i y to all the Tag 











'y Confidential.) 
Without wishing to read too 
alittle anxious, i 
sieral may make of hi 
avcording to M. de Hartwig, ar 
‘on tho frontier, ae 
‘Mo dispatch of reinforeoments has been talked of for some days, and it is possible 
that some Buklitiaris are en route for Tabreez. Wt is 1 diat pre are 
boing mde for the dispatch of four regiments, but 1am inclined to think that their 
importance is exaggerated! by M. de Hartwig. 











wv attendant qui 

















(36996) No. Sl. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 

(No. 343.) 

(Polographie.) P, 
SITUATION in Tabree 

received «tel 

mis on the J 

nud cavalry 

surrendered, . 
T have addressed a note to the Persian Government holding them responsible 

for all losses arising from his action which may be sustained by British subjects. 


Tehran, Octoher 24, 1908, 











eral reporting 
yan, the commander 
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[37020] No. 82. 








Sir 4. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Octoher 25.) 
Ds 


(No. 224) 
(Telegraphic.) 








No, 83. 













G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 





.) 


raphie.) Pv Tehran, October 25, 1908. 
A ERDAY the Tabree: Anjuman sent a telegram to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, copies of, which were sent to most of the Legations, in which they. protested 
against the Russian Cossacks entering Persian territory on the ground that throughout 
the struxale the rights of foreigners have heen protected by the Nationalists, who have 
undertaken to do their utmost in the future to this end, ' 




























{37010} No. St. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.— (Received October 2.) 


(Telegraphie.) P. Te 
i ie) ~ : ‘van, October 25, 1908, 
RUSSIAN troops for Tabreez, Your telegram No, 204 of the 22nd instant, 
coal reply to my, inguir, His Majesty's Acting Consul Cenoral states that the 
lustoms received orders from ‘Tehran’ to allow Cossacks fully equipped to cross 
frontier. He learnt this from a Customs of SS imines cette 
He afterwards heard that the troops had crossed. the fronti 
him how he heard this, as he does not stato the source 





(No. 350.) 












frontier, 1 am inquiring of 
of his information, 











{37026} 








Mr. Marling fo Sir Edvard Grey. (Received. October 26.) 






‘ . : Tehran, Sept 
seed tts audience whieh 1 tin the Honour to have on the 24th faseants fa Stal 
asked me what news I had from Mr. Consul-General Wratistay--of whom [lie 
Maj to the position of affairs in the 

Unnia,Tnanswer io the details whieh T gayo of the evideneos of 
1 Government to withdraw its troops from whut is unquestionably Pore 
larity is Majesty shoved a consider knowledg of Up dena 
ith some warmth his thanks for the efforts made e two mediating Pow 
Dring about an amioable solution, Its Majesty wenteon te co aaa eens to 
prospects of such an issue, and I replied that’ n 
from the scene T had fidence th 
expressed fri 












































__ Lhaye, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


a Se 
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No. 86. 
(37027) No. 8 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 
eee Tehran, September 29, 1908. 
Ra No. 812 19th instant, I have the honour 
TINIE reference to my telegram No, 812 of the 19th ins r : 
Juni the fellowing bt account of the unfortunate Tueient which oceurmed at 
thoaumual Gulahiek race meeting, which took place on the 16th and 18th instants 
Hho maring the second race on tho first day Captain Periebenostse. who was riding 
«Colonel Liakhoff, tumbled from his horse, and as the accident appeared ing 
Monel three men” of the. Cossae ade were sent to. the scone. to inquite, 
Renauved as to the safety of their officer, the three men proceeded to en 
race down the course, and one: or hs ane to no 3 Amen ee 
Fao Haig ot tae he 
atv OUTRUN rally stopped by the Tndian sowar posted at the 
spot by Major St he wo a tel ° ek of the Cou man 
ppened between the Cossack and sowar is Ace 
Maen coon ie aowae set is. stick cpm acon 
more independent Cosa 4 ; 5 
tun Moaea oer Gasaneky joined their comrade in the attack on. the sowar, 
hat tx other dan ane arr ue x unarmed sowars by” the seven oF 
scene, who used their swords with the sane freedom that 
on dealing with Persian crowd, while our men 
Me Ah ateleee he Dulfadar of the escort yale together 
or Stokes, who Ww the seine « moment Inter au! found 
qatar fi m ¢ Cossacks and ordered 
cl le hsolute control, then went forward towards the fossacks an iy 
ea setae cer attacked. by Colonel Liaxhoffs oxderly, but evaded the 
uits made at him. 
ately after 
some ilioulty he tod n ina that 
fagger--dvove off his men. In the me! 
Pa ee Ceoutas i de Nuns an ong ves on saved from 
woulde A copy of their depositions is inclosed herewith, 
u ae not 1 alt we the beginning of alfain, 1 had not 
so tlireo Cosntoks macing down the course, and it U heard 
ANGE ie glint of steel in the sun that F was aware of any, untoward 
ae Then T reached the scene, some 50 yanks behind Colonel iakholt, 
the U tae had succeeded in driving off his men, who, 
the Commanc i 
jously searcely yet under control nett ye 
DERN ver aka es cavessihcet (mr totver to, uit bn men for 
oad thete syords against the unamned men of the escort of a Legation 0 
HO eT that Lavgation, that 1 felt sure that I could leave it 
\ te out adequate punishinent to, them, but that L must request that, he 
sponta anette of the 1 di not then kao 
would take speci! note of the a 1 nt then kup 
Mocutprit ys the Colonel's personal oxox ; 
li of enn, have een wnanare of 
‘uniform, and I would not ther nsist on th 
f itted on a momber of His Majesty’s Le 
ue i eof all fordgners in Toba to ha re example 
ee Pers i 2 juropean. Colonel Liakhoff, whose 
this case oF any emased by an inadequate command of Brench, though perfectly 
friendly, offered no expression. Of regret for the injures of C said merely 
that He ahould puns his mien for taking the Jaw into tee own hands when one of 
them hil been struck by tho sowa, flea of reporting he, matter 1 bis 
licer! also der lat any assau iad been mi d 
Commanding Ofees! Me Masel, He arsived, 1 should explain, just after that 
Stokes, as lie had not se 
a a ak hat Major Stokes should have 
arene el out that in Gulakek, and as 
«, indeed, could not have done 
10 had, as he said, struck the 


andl with 


Having us 


al 


Cossack with a stick should be punished, promised to inquire into the facts and take 
whatever step seemed necessary 

Meeting him at dinner the same evening at the Dutch Legation, I urged the 
same views on him, and pointed out that unless he would satisly my very moderate 
requirements I should have to make an official complaint to the Persian Governmes(, 
a step which for every reason it was desirable to avoid, ‘The Colonel showed himself 
no more ready to meet me half-way than in the afternoon; he again contended that, 
as he had not seen it, there lind been no assault on Major Stokes, and he very 
logically attempted to palliate the man’s offerice on the ground that. he'was a Seyyid 
anda Khan of standing at Kazvin. So unpromising was Colonel Liakhoffs attitude, 
tliat, having heanl nothing from him during the next day, T called on the 18th instant 
on the Ru fnister, and asked him to use his influence with the Colonel to 
obviate a serious situation being created. T said that T had been painfully impressed 

the omission on Colonel Liakhofl’s part to express amy regret for the injuries done 

scort, and that further Emust insist that special notice should he taken of the 

of which T hid independent evidence, that one of the Cossicks hnd attempted to 

1 was very anxious to avoid any appearance of hostility betweon 

y's Legation and the Russian Colonel of the Cossick Brigade ; but. unless 

T obtained Satis on these points—and my demands were rediieed to am absolute 
minimum—L inust treat the question, without regard for Colonel Linkholt, as 
between the Persian Gov al His Majesty's Legation, Tf hie would reve 

the positions and place, he must, 1 was convinced, agree that 

moderation could go no further. 

M. de Hartwig must lave realized from the comments on the incident which 
reached his ears on the race-course that the conduct of the Cossicks was inexcusable, 
for he made buta half-hearted attempt to defend them, and assured mo that Colonel 
Liakhoff’s reputation as a diseiplinar tablished that I need not he 
appreliensive that he would not inflict exemplary punishment on the offenders... He 
himself expressed great regect at the affair, but hoped that I would see that the sowar 
who had given the first provocation would be punished. T replied that it. was not yet 
established that the sowar in the xceeided his duty, and it sceied 
to me that a severe cut on the hand wa © punisliment enous 

was leaving the Russian Legation T reeeived the letter, copy inelosed, in 
‘h Colonel Liakhoff informed me of the punishment inflicted on Major Stokes 
} not indeed for assiult, but for abusive language, and expressing rexvot 
After some hesitation—for I cannot. say ‘that I consider that 
satisfaction given is adequate—T decided to accept. Coloncl Linkhofl's letter as elos 
and wrot of thanks to him in that sense. 
really the outeome of the 
quent upon t Colonel Linkhol’s action at, 
fod proves that hi to forward: Russian local inte ronger thian 
se of the altered re ns het Russia and Great Br rsian affairs. 
/p reminder which hie has reecived on this point has probably lett some son 
inst us, and that soreness has not unnaturally infected his meu, who, 
encouraged as the; wgoon the native population of ‘ehran, were only too 
ready to pay off’ a fan against the Power which had brought down reproof 
on their Commanding It is probable also that disappointment at the failure 
of Colonel Liakhoff’s horse caused a temporary invitation, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 86. 


Colonel Liakhoff to Mr. Marling. 
Votre Excellence, 
PAR suite de 


Persian Cavatry Burracks, le 18 Septembre, 1908, 


tretien A propos du triste accident quia eu tien aux 
courses le eptembre, j'ai !honneur de porter i la connaissance de vatre 
Exell lesraste coupnble, nommé Selah Mourade, quia tiré son sabre 
contre Te détachement de la police plaeé au bord du champ du eourse, et qui, snes 
Scher son arme, sest permis de parler sur un ton grossiorh PAttaché Militey 
Ar. Stokes, est dégradé par moi de son grade de vékilo-aste avee pr 


iat 





4 


appointements joints & ce grado, ot pour aggraver Ia punition est enfermé au cachot 
sombre pour dix jours avec diminution de nourriture, 
dhtres Cosaqties qui ont pris part & Ia collision avee le détachement de 
leurs punitions selon mérite. “ 
plus vife regrets et mes excuses 2 propos 
agréer Passurance de ma parfaite estime 


Colonel LIAKHOFF. 


de ce fait arriyé, je vous prie tem) 
ainsi que de mon dévouement le plus sincere. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 
Depositions of Sovears. 


SOWAR Hashim Ali Khan states :— 

4 A Cosstck on a grey pony, who came with M. Ostrogradski, was riding 
chm ene ace Gill be a race. shortly; come off the come.” ‘The man then 
called me a i! Come off the course.’ He then drew his sword, 
Gileroupon | scined his pony’s bridle, A. second mounted Cossack came up from 
Talind and struck ane'on the left arm with his sword [there is a bruise), while a third 

choy who ison duty at a house just outside the north-east ate of the Legation, 

ine on the right knee with dagger, Ie was on foot. The mounted nan 

tne with his sword, but my shoulder chain sayed me, A Persian eame to 

ay eacistance and pulled away one man, but T vas struck with a whip by one of the 

Cossacks, and Quother sword cut left mark on my leather belt, ‘The other sowars 
then came to my rescue, My turban wax knocked oif and stolen, 


2, Sowar Niaz Ali Khan states — 
“Twas standing where the earri stopped by the barrier. I saw Sow 

Llashin Ait clap a Cossiek on the. couse, when the latter drew his sword 

‘Ale had hold of the pony's bridle, T thought, the Cossack would come olf the cours 
fad nothing more happen, but when I saw three other Cossacks, all with drawn 
swords, making for Hashim Ali, T ran to his rese Other Cossacks ran up with: 
drawn swords, and I found myself r three of them, and was unable to 
reach Hashim Ali, T received a sword ent on my left hand, 


3, Sowar Muntr Khan states = 

6 was standing near the tents on the Teppe when T saw Hashim Ali had been 
seized by tivo Cosstcks, Lyent to his rescue and got him free, I received a sword 
‘out on the left side of my face.” 


4, Sowar Nadir Khan states 

ST was standing 10 yards farther away from the disturbances than Hashin Al 
1 ran up ‘us attacked by the Cossack on the grey pony, with whom the distur- 
Dian He cut my left hand.” 


5, Dutladar Sher Mahomed Khan state 

SL did not sce the beginning of the disturbance, When I saw there was 
disturbanco Tran up and called to my men to stop fighting. T was struck by a sword 
Gr the buck, and took up a-stone and hit the Cossack, who struck me on the chest. I 
Guleulate that there were ten or twelve Cossacks with their swords drawn when T eame 
fon the scene.” 


6. Gholam Abbas Bex states — 
aw Hashim Ali trying to lead a Cossack’s horse off the course. ‘The Cossack 
TTiauinn Ai who abused hin. in return. ‘The Cossack drew bis sword, and 
1 san to tell you [Major Stokes). 
i Shah Murad, and 
he is’ usually al 
earring.” 
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37028} No. 87. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Etward Grey.—(Received October 26 
(No. 263.) Z = : 
Sir, Tehran, September 29, 1908. 

M. BIZOT called on me on the 25th instant and said that he had been summoned 
to the Shal’s camp that morning and had been requested to find some means of raising 
a considerable sum of money, which was urgently required to pay and feed the troops ab 
Tabreez, It was first pre'sed on him that he should try to obtain the advance of 
400,000. from Great Britain and Russia; but on his pointing out that the Persian 
Government had shown no intention whatever of fulfilling the conditions which the two 
Governments attach to the advance, and that, therefore he could not recommend the 
proposal to the two Legations, the Prime Minister then inquired if M. Bizot could not 
assist the Government to raise money if he, Mushir-es-Sultanch, pleded his jewe 
svcurity. M, Bizot said that he could not of course prevent the Minister from yaising 
money in that manner, as a personal transaction, but that he must in every way 
diseountenance any attempt of the Government to obtain funds indirectly by this 
means, 

I told M. Bizot that I entirely concurred in his view that it was impossible to 
encourage the Persian Government to hope for any financial advance from the wo 
Governments in present circumstances, and 1 thonght it unlikely that either the Imperial 
Bank of Persia or the Banque de Préts would lend money to Mushir-es-Sultanch on the 
security of the jevels, knowing that: the Ioan would eventually be transterred, under a 
“dastkhatt” of the Shah, to Government account, [agreed also in his view that the 
only way to put an end to the rinous and crazy efforts of the Government to obtain 
money Was to make its meq 


same afternoon M, Bizot consulted both the Russian Minister and the Russian 
gent, and, finding them hoth of the same opinion as himself, it was arranged, 

ject (0 my concurrence, that M. Bizot aud M, Ostrogradsky should call on the Prime 
Minister the following day and tell his Execlleney tit so long as the existing régime in 


financial jent_ need not look for any assistance either from 
tions or the bank: 


yo gentlemen fulfilled their mission at BagheisShali on the following day, 
T have, & : 
igned) CHARLES M, MARLING 





(37029) No, 88. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received O er 26, 
Ae y 1—(Received October 26,) 
Sir, = Tehran, September 30, 1908. 

WITH reference to. my despateh No. 248 of the 10th September, L have: the 
Nionour to transmit herewith a copy of « note dated the 18th instant from the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, omb the Shah's “dastkhatt” in reply to the identie com- 
munieation from the British and Russian Legations, advising His Majesty to take steps 
to convoke the Medjliss on the 14th November, and to let his intention to do so be known 


is delay of ten days which the Shah allowed to clapse before replyin 
to two eau 


or 
ledges, and that were he not so entirely 
nary courtiers, and had the full weight of Russian 
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137030] No. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 


py Yontfidential.) 
Bison kage Teivan, Sertenber 30, 10%. 

i 7 finister does not always 
1AM very reluctant ty suzgest tat the Russian Minister does not ale 
endeavour to entivioat the Tnstrustions bis Governments w of his actions, 

and words since the presentation of the ider mi c 

take steps to enisoke the Medjliss, and to publish at ‘Tabreez, his intention to do so, 
makes itditieult to arrive at any other conclusion ; itis at all events unquestionable that 
the general helicf in Tehran is that he is largely responsible for the Shah's very 
unsatisfactory attitude in respeet to that communication. xed 
mis | hye. ventured {0 suggest in. previous despatches, M. de Hartwig’s poliey 












































appouts to follow constantly the poliey that aul sponse 
fustrument, the Shah must at all ed ina position of practia 
Independence of populir control, while, in 0 ortify Russian fluence over 
the Shai must be taught to believe that in no circumstances will Russia allow 


istastoful course of action to be forced ou His Majesty, much less join in bringi 
Ha t bear on him, ft is, 1 feel convinced, only with these limitation 
M, de Hartwig can bring himself’ t t to the w 

Britain and Russia to abstain so far as possible from interference in 
affairs, andl wh ble, to act in loyal eo-nperation, 

In these circumstance ictions from St, Petersburgh to join 
with His Majesty’s Legation in pressing the Shah to convoke Parliament, anil to 
announce at Tabreez his intention to do so, must have been most disconcerting ty M. de 
Harti was well avare how distastefial such advice must be to the 
how severely His Majesty's faith in Russian assurances would be sh 
instructions, however, could uot be disregarded, but, while carrying them out to the 
leticr, M. de Hartwig must haye lelt chat, to save his influence with the Shab, he must 
take Steps to prevent the advice of the two Powers from being too abruptl 
inconveniontly: pressed home, ‘tn have formally sought un audience with the Shali so 
ay to explain the change of frontand reassure His Majesty would have been too flagrant 
while we were still avaiting a reply, and M.de Hartwig therefore elected the less 
obvions inconsistency of accepting mi invitation to attend a review of the troops at 
Bagh-i-Shah sont him by Amir Bahatur Jang, whom, seareely more than a month 
previously, he had roundly denourecd to me as being the Shal’s worst enemy, anil with 
whom the Russian Legation would haye no further dealings. A long interview with 
the Shah took place on this occasion, but T have no knowledge of what passed, except 
from M.de Hartwig’sown account, When the Minister, with « great show of frankness, 
first informed mo on the Lith instant of his visit to Bagh--Shah, he dwelt on such 
uninteresting topies as the new uniform and martial appearance of the troops, aud 
nothing of his conyersition with the Shah, except as reported in my telegram No, 
of the Lith September, tht His Majesty would! send a reply ina day or two, and that 
he was much annoyed that the identie communication should have become publi 
fow days later M, dé Hartwig: told ly Ugiven the Shalt 
but [could not elicit any details of that advice, 

‘Nhen, again, his action in reporting to St. Petersburgh that the alleged copy of the 
identic conummication circulated in the bazar fesie!! from this Legation would appear 
to have been actuated rather by a wish to find excuses for the Shal’s delay in replying 
(in by a desire to hast ctory ansser, Presumably: he represented. to 
AM, Lavolsky thut the disclosure of the nature af the joint advice was, in the first place, 
displeasing to the Shah, and, in the second, caleulsted to en al of the 
agitation for the recall of Parliament, ‘The former contention is true enoug 
Shah would undoubtedly: share M.de ng it kuow 
His M 
possession of the 
‘he latter argunient, however, if the then eaistin 
found to be tiollow, The tre 
issued immediately after the coup d°Btat 
should meet were to expire on the miber, but uo step whatever had been 
taken by the Shah to make this poss in the face of this fresh proof of His 
‘Majesty's insincerity, murmars of discontent had already begun to make themselves 
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derstanding hetween Great 
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the adviec, 
circumstances are examined, will be 
inouths within whieh the Shah lind, by his Proclamation 

rd June, promised that the Medjliss 
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Nothing would fave been better calculated to still those murmurs than the 

wledge that the Shah was being urged by Russia as well as Great Britain to redeem 
his pledzes, for the Constitutionalists would have recognized that His Majesty could not 
have resisted the joint pressure; but nothing would have been more injurious to Russian 
influence with the Shah, 

Be all this as it may, M. de Hartwig’s attitude and conduct since the presentation 
of the identie communication to the Shah undeniably produced the conviction that the 
answer would he such as the Russian Legation might see fit to dictate, and the 
unsatisfactory nature of the reply, of which the tenor has of course become known, is 
quoted as proof positive that such was the ease. ‘This is, of course, an exaggeration, 
M, de Hartwig could never have sugested to the Shah the reply which His Majesty 
actually sent ; he would have realized that the tyo Governments’ could not accept ax 
satisfactory au answer whieh is tantamount to a refusal to be guided by their advice, 
For this, io doubt, the Shah's reactionary entouraze is really responsible; but 1 should 
find it hard to believe that, haa M. de Hartwig, at his audience on the 12th instant, 

n the Shah and Amir Bahadur Jang to understand clearly that the ident 
communication originated in St. Petersburgh, and that the Russian Government was in 
e recommending the convocation of Parlianent aud conciliatory measures at 

the tone of the note woul! not have been less defiant, T have had but litle 

with M. de Hartwig on the subject. of the Shah's reply. When Tsay him 

tan afternoon reception at the Russian Legation on the 20th instant fis Excolleney 
made a parade of consulting me on the subject, He said that he thought the reply of 
the S| Hhieuveuse,” ant that he thought that His Majesty must ai all 
events pu Dastkhatt,” announcing the new Electoral Taiw, and that 
in that view he would send his Ori 
hun. U said Tdi 
Wie such steps to prove the sincerity 
of his prom snot intended as a mere sop to stay the grow! 
discontent at the delay i ig Parliament, and that it was made clear that His 
Majesty was not trying to prolong the present 6 dlefinitely, M. de Haruwig: said 
there could be no question of such an intention, and observing that he was glad { took 


the s ‘vis hnself, exeused himself {rom further discussion on the round that 
he was required at the card table, the 
cat 


As a result of M. Baranowsky’s visit to Bagh-iShah on the 21st instant, 


M. de Hartwig was uble to inform me the next day that a “Dastkhatt?” would appear 
very shortly, perhaps even that very day, which it was expected wold announce that 
the elections would take place on the 27th October, ant the opening of Parhament on 
the 1st (14th) November, No such announcement, however, appeated, and even aller 
the assurance given to me by the Shah at my audience of the 24th instant there was a 
urther delay of six days till the Rescript finally appeared. By this time T am 
that M. de Hartwig was sincerely: doing his best to urge some measure of compliance on 
the Shah, but it is probable that he found tat it was by no means easy to effuce the 
mpression his earlier attitude had produced on the Shah's mind, and that the reverant 
of his course against the whole weight of the Court Camarilla was not be achieved at. 
s notice. I may remark also that in no single conversation that 1 have. had 
M, de Hartwig expressed willingness to insist with the Shah on the advieo 
red by the two Governments that the restoration of order in Tabreey will he hest 
advanced by the publication of his intention to assemble Parliament, [have twieo 
Pointed out to hin: that in ordering the Maku Kurds to attack the Nationalists on the 
stant the Shah was doliberately acting against the views expressed in tho identic. 
, hut on botir occasions M, de Hartwise eave me to understand that in his 
hah could-niot be expected to desist from an attempt to erish the insungenty 
just when his preparations for a great effort were complete, tis probable, hovever, 
iat M. de Hartwig's reluctauce to make any representations on this point $8 to some 
it due to the consciousness that his influence with the Shah was not at the moment 
strong to prevail azainst the contrary advice of the Minister tor War, 
ce the events of December last L have felt that franle discussion and loyal 
co-operation with M. de Hartwig in Persian questions are almost impossible. In matters 
where Russian interests are not eoncemed, as, for instance, in the Persian Gulf, and 


nvinced 









especially when there is any question of combating German influence, he had been 
willing cnough to give me assistance, With these exceptions, he has constantly, in 
matters of joint interest, been apt to act quit i 

Thave made when his action appeared to be inconsistent with the general policy of non- 
interference agreed on by the tivo Governments are met with an appeal to the necessity 
of avoiding any appearaiiee of discord between the two Legations. 

the Russian Minister's position mak 

relies on Russia and entertains suspicions of ourselves as the all 
ist him, suspicions which I eannot acq 
encouraging by his attitude and lmguage at the time of the coup «’Etat of June. 
might have been expected that the strong reproof_ which hi 
from St, Petersburgh would have induced M. de Hartwig 
and, I venture to think, extremely shorts) 

last’ three weeks compel me to the conclu 
fis he remains as the R 

good result aimed at by the conclusion of the Convention 0 


independently, and any objections which 


Tn present conditions 
it easy for him to follow this course. 

supporters of the 
it M, de Hartwig of 





onalist party agi 





‘action at that ti 
to have abandoned Ii 
in Tehran, but the e 
mn that this is not the care, and that so long 
sian Representative in Persin there is liltle hope that the 
1907 will be realized. 

















M. MARLING, 











Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 





Tehran, October 2, 1908. 
Nos, 144 of the 14th A\ 
sts, Lynch desire to construct 





WIM reference to your despat 
Ist. August lust on the subj 

at Shollilieh, and their anxiety to obtain a: speedy: settlement of 
the honour to report that I have succeed 
ls to the disputed site 
wud, from 1 cursor 

outside the compet 
nto the representative of the 
to Messis Lyncl 


ot of the shed wl 











copies of Moin-ut- 








ion, fo be in order, but as it se 
ation to pronounce upon thei 











should in this way be possible 
r other procedure 

xl liimself able and willin 
ijjar in a concrete form, 
1 locally, Abbas Kuli Khan, a 
that he will apo 











P 
Shicikly Mortaza having prof 








ish the chances of difficulties being x 
ions, has obtained from Moin-ut-Pujjar a promis 
ent to represent him locally in this matter. 














Sir G. Burelay to Sir Edward Grey —(R 





1 ultimo, inclo 
proposed repairs to the 

perfeetly aware of the 
--Ispalian road, and fully realizes the importance 


ference to your do 
sport Company on the subject of th 
Bridge, 1 take leave to observe that Captain Lorimer i 
Company’s conneetion with the Ahw: 
of Keeping it and the bridges on it in good 
‘The Company, 1 I 





from the Persian ‘I 








tatement that the 
offered exeveds 
Lynch’s Ahwaz 


He Copiaine Canina 
irs is generous, and yet the s 
‘imate furnished to Captain Lorimer hy Mess 
go on to say that i is not generous of the Khan 
nd that it is not right that they 

sufficient to do the work properly. 
on, Tam in entire accord, but if the sum is 
that a smaller one should have been mentioned in the 
‘The former statement, on the other hand, confuses two quite distinct 


n, fail to understand 





























to spend 2001, on repai 








insuflicient it is unfortuna 
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questions. In the matter of bridge repairs the Company is in the position of a 
contractor for a specified undertaking, and is consequently, I take it, in no way 
concerned with the revenue derived from the road. Z ‘ 

Tu regard to the penultimate paragraph of the Persian Transport Company's letter, 1 
take leave to repel the insinuation that the Company is being “ required to share in the 
expense of these repairs from which it receives no profit.” All that has been doue 
was to point out to the Company the extreme unwisdom of receding from the 
understanding arrived at by Captain Lorimer acting in pursuance of their expressed 











wishes, and the prejudicial effect which would ensne should they persist in their 
resolve to do so, 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY, 
















[37033) 


No. 92. 





Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived October 26.) 


(No. 268.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 2, 190% 


IN continuation of my despatch No. 249 of the 10th ultimo, T have the honour 
to state that little or no progress has beon made during the last month in the 
negotiations whicli, as reported in my above-mentioned despatch, had been 
between the Delegates of the Nationalist party and the Governor-General at Tabreo 
During a meeting which took placo on the 11th ultimo, and at which the 
Governor-General clearly showed his unwillingness to. make any convessions 
mplete subm of the insurgents, a force of Maku Kiwis with 
cil 1 flere < on the north-west quarter of the town, ‘The Nationalists, 
ny reputlsed the Kurds, who abandoned their camp with one gun and twelve 
Joads of ammunition, The losses on both sides are estimated at about 200, 
ing the followin week both sides remained inactive, until on the 22nd ultimo 
fonenal issued an ultimatum giving the Nationalists 45 lours in 
ing the town, His Highness at: the 
a ies Of his intention thom to withdmuy 
r subjects who sould be among the insta il responsibility 
for th foty ‘a 
Acting on 
Christ 
sequently forming part of the threate 
were hy Toree of 
the responsibi 
The p 


















































Stevens replied that the European 
ds of the revolutions 
, British subjects, though non 
es among the insurgents, and that I neil to waive 
of the Persian Government for the sifety of their lives and property, 
F ‘od of pired at sunrise on the 2ith ultimo without the 
insurgents hai afternoon of the same day 
the bombard |. ‘he firing of the Shah’s forves, which can have 
had little effect on the buildings of the town, was continued on the two follo 
Joined in the attack. ‘The Nationalists, howeve 

positions, and the attempt to crnsh the movement remained unsuccossful, 
ions, in which the Russian Consul-General took part, wore rosumed, but, 

nite result 








































clea 
Nationalists party,and the inability of the Goy 
out the submission of the town has much 
the Minister of War, as reported in my teles 
withdeawn the Commanderi 

his task. 





iderably by the 
neral ind! th s 
nioyed His Majesty, who, according to, 

320 of the Gth instant, has 
ed-Dowleh quite untitted for 
















1 have, &e. 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 
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[37034] SRY 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 
on) Tehran, October 2, 1905. 
ma s despatel 7 of the Lith ultimo, I have 
ITH roferenee to Mr, Marling’s despatch No. 257 ave 
tho Mono bo wee Gide ao. Be ablh ales Me ‘Merling leant that Hashmat- 
ulMful had weivel his appointinent Free Le al igen eet 
Exeelleney left Tehran to take up his post. Uh _ is isms must have 
Faasied etnicetaDMcaterreo nlteneosly for on the lowing day Me Matling 
ccvived a telegram from lis Majesty's Consul’ at Seistan, who in the course of 
ws at the time at Sarbisha, and thus in close commu 
, informing him of the fact, and urg 



































fulk. 
their ins 


sumat-ul- 
nt telegrams appeared to indicave 
ically the policy of Is Majesty Governinent 
and {o interference in the al affairs of Persia hl eon. affected hy 
ROACHES Tas Agreement of the 81st August, 1007. Mx, Marl 
e addressed to him the despatch of which Chi Honour 0 in 










Major Kennion’ 
that he Seareely apprehended: how 
























i rom his telegrams that Major Keunion lid so far 
Mr, Marling gathored also from his telegrams { vio ia. o,f 
encousuzed ShaukiteuleMulk to hope for ‘¢ support from us to enable hisn to. 





















his positi 1, that failure todo so might sensibly allect the 
his position ay Governs that flue to do 
influence of Ilis Majesty's C those districts ore 
ivan ltiotormake/a fort. to prevent tine retu shinatul-Mulk to 
astern Persia, and at his audience with the Shah on the 24th ultimo mentions 
the matter to His Majesty, Hie was very careful to point ont that his sole object i 








introducins the s 8 to represent to His Majesty that. the j.vernor 
SAAN Ne RU AGGHEAL aT Re UTDRTeU as tranquil, which Sh uke 
be i - ‘The Shah s % 
Mul tial succeeded in. maintainius for the yast t jt Sha sito 
ul toeuived Petitions from the hiubitants of Kain Complaining of the § is 
THIS AROMEGEa ior ULM ERSAEE STAs oe ES is Knew 
that one or more Petitions. in a very different sense, signed by ange nnbers 
been adem ty Iti Majesty (though they might never have reeled th 
Aestinalton) His Majesty promised to examin the question ro 
al)’ G, BARCLAY. 


































Tnelosure in No, 93. 





Mr. Marling to Consul Kenn 

gies ne ‘Tehran, September 22, 1908. 
ma th : , in order to 

IN your telegram No. $9 of the 5th September you st at, in one 

SHAUEGeal: Stull toh ea auflcient mum to provide the Tn Wate 
re him in his post as Governor of Kain, His 3 dover ent si out 
AlguanintuO TORY A ho night obtain Tron, the, Tinperial Bonk of Persia for 
tnt object, and although in reply T informed you that T could not recomment pee 
measure, yet in a subsequent fale m (No. 99 of the Lith instant) you again reverte 
4o that. suagistions “Weis Uioretore fais. to conclude. frou os atanea, i 
‘oeommending so very exceptional « measitre sh vry eonsitrable importance 
far from conyin °F understand the position rightly, amount 
practically to th 






































whereas a 
yn Iiimsell friendly to ourselves, lis half-brother is likely to prove less satisfuctory 
shown himselt friendly to omsolyes, lis hall Ley eon Renee 











Pers 
jand ‘ 
is involved in’ giving eilective support to Shaukat-ul- 





2, Mut ow pp 
Mulk. 
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As regards the former argument, there is no doubt much that can be urged in 
the interests of good government and the development of trade, but these considera- 
tions would not in themselves justify more than the friendly, if urgent, representations 
which T have made to the Porsian Government in favour of the retention of the 
Shaukat. On the other hand, the argument founded on considerations of our prestige 
press to me to be unsubstantial, and that it should be used in relation te the 
Reactionary party and Russia appears to imply a failure to comprehend the radical 
change which the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Convention of last year has 
necessarily effected in our attitude towards Persian affairs. ‘The: object of that part 
of the Convention which relutes to Persian affairs was to put an end to the irritatin; 
conflict of interests between the two Powers in this country, and, as a natural 
outcome of its conclusion, the two Governments have come to an understanding that 
their poliey should in future be one of common nceont and, 40 far ae possible, of 
intervention in internal questions, There should therefore—and in view of the 
ny representations have recived some support from the Russian Minister, L 
wy that there can—be no qu our prestige as again 
ia, and Persian 




































































































maintaining or enhianci 
regards our local position and our influence in 
in your care. 







































nee 
to ubstai 





I questions makes it ineumbent on His 
from identifying themselves wit 
the country is at present divided ; thus, when you urge thitt 
{ie appointment of Hashmat-ul-fulk to the governorship of Kain fe triumph for 
the Reactionary party as against ourselves, the argument conveys the impression that 
the poliey laid down by His Majesty's Government has not been so obsoeeed he hee 
48 to prevent any misconception of ‘our attitude of neutrality in inte tions 5 
and that you have given assuranees of support to. Shaukat 
Wy view, he vither consistent with my 4 
fn Tehran Uhave tried tom 
tion are ident 
presume, that in your 
to 





Majesty’s Representati 
two parties into whi 









































































































lien’ to attempt 
rests inthis particulur 
im) the maintenance of onder; and, L 
conrse with Shaukat-ul-Mulk you will not have allowed 
false ideas as to our reasons for supporting him, ov as to tho longth ive 






















































































ry relative term), 
ndly to omselyes, ti {point beyond which itis, eénerally sp 
Foie omunit ourselves to supporting him, and that pola is rerehiat ene, 
ess in doing so becomes, so to speak, a point of honour for ue. tn the majority: of 
[ishmatul-Mulk in 1904 is particularly. appositomthe amo, is not 
idle; while if we should he sfull we have to deal with a new 
1 mare aturally Lostile to us for having opposed his nomination; andy 
failed, will be disposed to underrate our influence, 
U have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
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Sir G, Barclay to Sir Estward Grey.—( Received October 26,) 













Tehran, October 2, 1908, 
by the Shah on tho 21s ult 
‘on the follow 


ng an interview with IL Count Quadt’s sole objo 
uldition 





10. 
i day fHitt, in 
was to obtain an 
lool, in order to enable that establishment to 
lis Highness said, had been refused, 
stem was opposed to Persian ideas, but 
© financial difficulties of the Shab. Ala-es-Sultanch asgured 
Mr. Marling that, so far as he was aware, for he was not present at the audi 
other topic was touched on, 
The Russian Mi 
anidienee, 











































fer had no information whatever on t 
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S ¢ Administrator 

As regards the German School, T understand from M. Mornard, the 4 
GLGEEE NS Hab tite exbeantinas ib being, segalariy paid am tvs revenues‘ that 
Department. 





T have, &e. ‘ 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Receiveil October 








Tehran, October 2, 1908. 
spateh from His Majesty 
unairket for oil for oil- 








init herewith 
ig the prob 





1 HAVE the honour to t 
Viee-Consul for Arabistan respect 
engines at Bagdad. 

T venture to support Cay 
should be communicated to the Oi 
that letter, 








amsay’s letter 
ture of his reply to 





T have, &e. ‘ 
wd) G. BARCLAY, 








Inclosure 1 in No. $ 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Mr. Mirliny 





Mo ne Ispahan, September 22, 1908 

T HAVE the honour to forward inelosed a eopy of a letter which T have ro 
from His Britannic Majesty’s Political Resident in Parkish, Arabia annou 
probable existence of a market in Bagdad for oil for oil-engines, and asking whether 
the Concessions Syndicate would be prepared to do business with the oil they have 
struck in Arabistan, 

Thave replied that to all appear 
the market within x yenr from nov, but that Tam 
1 view to its contents being 
Layould suggest that this should he done, and T shal 
n_case by any possibil cal 
of the oil which is being collected or is eseapit 



























ices there is no prospect of oil bi 
it that orang hi lettor to you with 










icate authorities, 













the 
to disposp to ad 
from the first boring, 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) D. L, R. LORIMER, Captain, Indian Army, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 95. 


Major Rasy (0 Vice-Consul Lorimer. 





uly 17, 1908. 


My dear Lorimer, Pe AALS te 


WE hear tales of oil spouts having been found near you, and I bel 
are at any rate partially true. 

I hiive taken a great interest: in 
good deal of success, but | could 













. British machinery and haye had a 
chieap fuel. 
able for oil-engin 













engines ) hrould 
people here who are interested in importing oils Lit . 

“ clieve there would be an enormous anarket for it in this country 
in cost I Lelieve there would be an enorm a 
(Signed) J. RAMSAY. 
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[37037] No. 96. 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 






(No. 272.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 7, 1908. 
HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia during the past four weeks, 
Thave, &e, 


(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 

















Inclosure in No. 96, 









No. 10.—Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, 







Tehran, 


SIR GEORGE BARCLAY arrived at Tehran on the Ist 0 
his credentials to the Shah on the 3rd October. Mr. Marling 
October. 

2, ‘The Russian Minister was the guest of Amir Behadur Jang (Sepahsalar) on the 
12th September, and afterwards had a long audience with the Shah, 

8. ‘The Shah's reply to the Anglo-Russian identic note’ respecting the convocation 
of the Medjliss was received on the 18th September, and was very unsatisfactory. 

. Mr. Marling had an a with the Shab, at His Majesty's request, on the 

24th September, when current political questions were discussed, as roported in. a 
separate despateh, 

5. The 
the 30th 
















ctober, and presented. 
eft ‘Vehran on the 6th 







































Court party, which is too deeply committed to Ul ny enuse, will 
do all in their power to prevent regular elections taking place, and there appears to. be 
every probability that matters will be allowed to drift until the date fixed in the identie 
note for the opening of the Medjliss (14th November), when, pethiaps, a hasty attempt 
will be made by the Court party to select some nominees of their own in the nominal 
capacity of Deputies. here is, at any rate so far, no sign whatever of the formation of 
an independent National Assembly, 
G. P. CHURCHILL, 


Oriental Secretary, 













































(Signed) 













Tabreex. 





‘The situation is reported on in a separate despatch, 









Resht. 





1. Anarchy still prevails in Talish, ‘The newly appointed Deputy Governor of 
Zalish, Doulab, was recently ignominiously expelled from the district with his thirty 
sowars. ‘The Goremor ef Ghilay left tor Talish at the end of September with some 
soldiers to restore order, but on account of the heavy rains was unable to proceed, "The 
troops are suflering from want of food and clothi 

2, No one in Ghilan has the courage to take active measures in support of the 


Constitution, and unless troubles occur in ‘Tehran the provinee will probably remain 
quiet, 







































Meshed. 












1. His Majes sil-General learnt at the end of August that 600 Afghans, 
with 500 camels, had left Herat for Bunder Abbas to fetch rifles, 

2. ‘The ‘Tehran Mujtehed, Seyed Mohammed, reached Meshed early in September, 
and was accorded a quiet but open welcome, Recent events in Turkey are said to have 
greatly encouraged Persian Nationalists at Meshed. 











Pp 
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. Sonie 2,000 Turcomans raided the country round Jajarm early in September, but 
withdrew after two or three day: 

4, On the 19th September G00 families of Jamshedis were reported to have returned 
to Afghanistan from Trauscaspia, 





Turbat-i-Hayderi, 





¥f Russian Cossacks passed through Turbat : 
bbas and Kerman; four on their way from 
ia; ‘three from Meshed, for 
ed from Russia on their way 


1, During Angust the following partis 
six from  Karez, on theit way to Bunder ’ 
Karez to Birjand ; four from Birjand, returning to Russi 
Bunder Abbas. On the Ist September four Cossacks arri 
to Kerman, 

2, Captain Lyass has closed the ‘Vurshiz. quarantine post. 
During August all arrivals from Afghanistan were detained in quarantine and 
‘by the Russian doctor, ‘The doctor made careful inquiries fron: one Cabuli and 
‘ok full notes on the road, water, supplies, length of stages, &e, Since the Ist September 
no caravans have been datained at the quarantine post. 
On the 9th September another robbery on the Yezd road was reported, 
150 camels and their londs being carried olf aud 20 men killed or wounded. 

5, The Russian officer, Peodorofl, as to whose fate there was some anxiety, arrived 
from Birjand on the 10th September, 

6, Karez, reports that a force sent out to revenge the death of some Berberis 
reached the frontier, but, seeing it would haye to fight, returned, Karez. also reports 
that the Russians are very busy collecting statisties of Afghan trade and routes, 

































Ispahan. 





1, ‘The following Bakhtiari Khans were at Tspahan during September : Serdar Zaffer 
(Khosrow Khan), Beladur-ed-Dowleh, and Muin Humayun, ‘The object of their visit 
‘was the settlement of the question of who should have charge of— 


(1.) ‘The roads, 
(2.) ‘The Government of Feridun ; and 

‘Phe command of the Chahar Mahal and 
‘and arsenal. 





iments, and the Ispahan 





‘The Governor gave the roads and the Governorship of Peridun to Zergam 
Sultanch, Bakhtiari, ‘The Ching, not being on good terms with the latter, are much 
‘Nhe command of the forees was given to the Khans by orders from 

source of profit. .\ 









compromise will probably be made, 

2, The Governor-General veturned the visits of the British and Russian Consuls 
General on the 10th simultaneous reminder was 
sent to him by them, 

3, ‘The fown remains quiet, but the local clergy are believed to be plotting against 
the Governor-General, 


















Dut in vain. No attempt is made to restore order, 
complaint of robbery is that the place where it oc 
postal service is entirely disorganized. As m 

ane spot waiting for an eseort, 





Governor's sual reply to a 
ed is outside his district. ‘The 
five posts were recently collected at 








Seistan, 


some 


Revenue collection 
nt 

2, ‘The telegraph line is in need of repai 
Deen done this year, and there seemed to t 
‘of which were rotten, 

3. The Russian Bank in Seistan is reported to be get 
goods, in contradiction to the belief that it was abandonin: 


proceeding in Seistan, and harsh measures are resulting in. 











n fresh stocks of 
the *weneral stores” 























4, The Seistan Karquzsr telegraphed about the 26th August to the Foreign Minister 
that he did not know the status and position of Licutenant-Colonel Von der Flaas, and 
that that officer declined to enlighten him on the subject, 

5. ‘The Shaukat-ui-Mulk, after a long struggle, involving many appeals to the 
British Legation, has been dismissed from the Governorship of Kain, to which his half= 
brother, Heshmet-ul-Mulk, as been appointed. Tt is stated that 66,000 tomans 
23,0001.) is the sum the Intter paid to the Shah and his entourage for the post, 





Kerman. 











































‘he district has relapsed into its former 
min routes is paralyzed, and the postal service 
Governor, Sahib Ekhtiar, reached Ardistan on 
August, 


ate of lawlessness; traffic on the 
is completely dislocated. ‘The new 
is way to Kerman about the end of 








Kermanshah, 


His Majesty’s Consul reached Hamadan from Tehran on the 7th September, 
and left for Kermanshah a few days Inter, 


Shiraz, 


1. The sons of the late Kavam-ul-Mulk arrived on the 18th September from 
Bushire. hey exchanged cordial messages with the Resident and Consul, 

2, Public disorder in Fars continued to increase during August and September, 
‘Three posts and numerous caravans were robbed, Kazerun continued in a state of 
permanent disorder, Sivend was raided by Arab tribesmen, ‘The Deputy Governor led 
an expedition against the Basiris, but effected nothing. 

3. he new Governor-General, Assef-cd-Dowlch, arrived on the 21st September. 
Previous to his arrival the Deputy Governor had acted with such marked discourtesy 
towards the British Consulate that strong representations had to be made at Tehran on 
the subject. Immediately after the Governor-Gencral’s arrival his deputy (Serdar 
Firvuz) tendered a full apology in person at the Consulate, 




















Prrstan Gur, 


Bushire. 


‘The Darya Beggi is reported by th 





Resideney {0 have been dismissed from the 
Governorship of the Gulf ports, Tt liaying come to the knowledge of His Majesty's 
Legation that the Gulf ports had been included in the Governorship of Assef-ed-Dowleh, 
who intended to send as his deputy to Bushire a brother whose reputation is far from 
go0il, representations are being made on the subject. 











Bunder Abbas. 






1 resumed charge of the Consulate on the 2nd September, but 
been compelled by illsiealth to again leave the place. Captain Shakespear 
will probably sueceed him, 













Lingah, 


Mr. Brown, of Wénckhaus and Co., recently seized some shells bought by 
Messrs. Gray, Panl, and Co., on the ground that the man who sold them was indebted 
to him. ‘The case was referred to Bushire. Mr. Brown is also said to have offered to 
farm the port of Kung for G0 tomans, but his offer was not accepted. 


(Signed) C. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Attache, 












October 7, 1908, 
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(87039) No. 97. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdivard Grey—(Received October 26.) 
(No. 274.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 7, 1908. 


T HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived at this capital on the 1st 
instant, a 

The formalities of my reception at Enzeli and at Tehran are described in the 
‘Accompanying Memorandum by Mr. Churchill, ‘Those at Enzeli, where I arrived at 
8 o'clock in the morning of the 29th ultimo, were curtailed owina partly to the 
indisposition of the Mehmandar, the Serdar Motamid, who was too ill to leave his 
house at Resht, and partly to the absence of the Governor of Gilan, who had taken 
away all available troops to quell a disturbance in the district, On reaching Resht I 
proceedeil, accompanied by the Deputy Governor of the provinee, who had met me at 
Muinieh, a garden some little way outside the town, to the hous 
who in the meantime had so far recovered that he felt able to urney. to. 
the capital, I did all T could to dissuade him, as he was evidently s fering from 
the effects of fever, but he insisted on carrying out the mission of escorting me to 
‘Tehran, which had been intrusted to him by the Shah's Goverament. After Immching 
‘at his louse, we set out att°30 for'Tehtan, "Owing tothe admirable arrangements made 
by Mr. Chorehill and the Mehmandar there was no delay at any of the post stations, and 
Wo reached the last station betore the capital at 10 a. on the Ist instant, the journey 
Having occupied less than forty-two hours, 

Twas revived by the Shah in solemn audience at Bagh: 
in order to present n 
Rice 








































hah on the Srd_ instant, 
letters of credence, as well as those recall ir Cecil Spr 
1 inclose a copy of my speech on this occasion, ‘The Shah, in his reply, 

















thanked the King for his letters, and was good enough to express his. satisfaction at my 
appointment, Ho added that Feould count on the co-operation of his Ministers for 





the accomplishment of my mission, I then handed to His Duiperial ML 
present which I had brought for him from His Majesty's Goverment, a watch with the 
Royal Arins in enainel and Drilliants, I had been in some doubt as to the propriet 
presenting this gift in view of recent events, and in particular of hi 
sending @ Minister fo London, but alter discussing the matter with Mr, Mar 
thought it better to uyoid w departure from the usual practice, whieh would have he 
intensely amoying to the Shih, aud would have prejudiced him against me at the very 
commencement of my mission, ‘The few minutes’ cor sation which followed my 
Speech and His Majesty's reply tuned for the most part on matters of no. particular 
interest, but L must not omit to record the manner in which His Majesty referred to 
Mr, Mailing, of whom he spoke in most favourable terms, informing me quite spon 
tancotisly (Chad not yet informed him that Mr, Marling sas about to leave) that he 
‘vas entirely With the manner in which he had conducted the affairs of the 

ion during his charge, 
Mier my audience I visited, in accordance with custom, the Grand Vizier and the 

fc gn Affairs, who were at Bazh-i-Shah, and received me in tents 
thit in whieh T had had my: audience, 

Wad asked for an audience of the Vatiahd, but his Imperial Highness, a boy of 2, 
Who had a day oF two before undergone the rite of circumcision, was not well enough to 
receive me, 


ty the 






















































Thi 


(Signed) 





BARC! 





AY. 





Tnclosure 1 in Ni 


Memorandum by Mr. Churchill. 


SIR GEORGE BARCLAY 
Mehmandar was 8: 
on the occasion of al in September 
Rice's despatch No. 7th October, 1 
Mr, Churchill was sent to Bj ys Minister as before, 
On this occasion the formalities were considerably curtailed owing to a variety of 
unavoidable circumstances described in the covering despateh of this Memorandum, 





rived at Enzeli on the 2! 
in-ul-Mulk) who acted 





h September. ‘The 
in the same eapacity 
(See Sir ©, Spring. 
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‘The Mehmandar having been confined to his house at Resht owing to a sharp 
attack of fever, his brother, Mujib-us-Sufera, proceeded to Enzeli with Mr. Churchill 
and Mr. Viee-Consul Rabino. ‘They met His Majesty's Minister on board the Fuku 
steamer outside the Enzeli bar, and accompanied him to the shore in plain clothes, 
arriving at the custom-house at 9°30 a.at, A salute of twenty-one guns was fired, His 
Majesty’s Minister then proceeded at 10 a.m, to Resht by the new Russian wad, 
avoiding the lagoon and Piribazar, At Muinich, a garden about 3 miles outside Resht, 
His Majesty's Minister was met by Serdar Humayun, the Deputy Governor of Resht, 
with whom his Excellency drove to the Mehmandar’s house, where he arrived at 
2 vat. The Mehmandar haying by that time sufficiently recovered from his illness 
to travel to Tehran, His Majesty's Minister left Resht at 4:80 raat, the same day and 
travelled night and day, arriving at Kazvin on the evening of the following day (the 30th 
September) too late to be met by the Governor, whom he therefore did not sce, 

The arrival at Tehran was arranged for the Ist Qetober at 3 vam, so a halt was 
made at the last station, Shababad, for lunch, and at Mehrabad (3 miles from town) to 
put on uniform, 

His Majesty’s Minister wore full-dress uniform, and was met a short distance from 
the town gates by two members of the Legation staif, who brouglit Royal carriages 

which the Minister's party was transferred, 

he remainder of the ceremonial followed the usual precedent, 

(Signed) G. 2, CHURCHILL, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 97. 


Speech by Sir G. Barclay, 


Your Majesty, 

MY august Master, the King and Emperor, has been graciously pleased to 
appoint me Envoy Extraordinary and Minister’ Plenipotentiary. to. your Tmperial 
Majesty’s Court, and 1 now have the houour to place in your Majesty's hands the Royal 
Letters accrediting me in that capacity and recalling my, predecessor. 

It will be my most earnest desiro, in obedience to. the commands of my wugust 


Master, to continue and consolidate the relations of friendship. which at present so 
happily subsist. between Great Britain and Persia, and 1 entertain the confident. hope 
that J can count on the cordial co-operation of your Imperial Majesty's Ministers to 
this end, 

In conclusion, I would express the hope that. Divine Providenee may prosper your 
Majesty's labours on behalf ot your Empire and people, and may bless your Majesty 
with a long, happy, and glorious reign, 





(37040) No. 98. 
G. Barclay to Sir Bdivard Grey.—(Received Ortober 20.) 


Tehran, October 8, 1908. 
No. 264 of the 30th ultimo, and 
honour to transmit a translation 
m to convoke 


most ineredulity prevailing amongst 
well-informed Persians as to the shah’s inten to summon anything like an 
independent Assembly. ‘The Reseript, however, clearly promises that an Electoral Law 
shall be ready for proclamation on the Ist of Shavyal (the 27th October), and that a 
Medjliss shall be convoked for the 14th November, and, in these circumstances, 1 would 

from making suggestions as to any further action on the part of the two 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Q 








Inclosure in No. 98. 





Imperial Rescript, 
‘Mo his Excellency the Sadr Azam, 





olution of the Medjliss, w 
to preserve order in the realm and check misch 
persons, who were the cause of d 
restoration of order, the 
establishment of security and the tranquill 
the lays of which shall he i 
Law of the Prophet, and which shall protect and s 
peace the whole people and all elasses of our sub 
God to our care, suppress the evildoers, and 
the first of our duties and beliefs, 
Biven thus did we proclaim to all the 


h step the Government took in order 
f-makers, Anjumans, and irreligions 
turbance among the people, we promised that, on the 
revolutionary disorders and Anjumans, the 

ig of the people, to summon a Medjliss, 
nature of the country and the Holy 

e, in order that we may 

hjects, who are intrusted by 
defend the hioly truth of Islam, which is 














accordance with the 











Representatives of the friendly Powers. 
time for the convocation of the Medjliss 
eney that a Medjliss with det 





notice to your Bx 
will conform to the nature of the ¢ 
Sher’, and which will prevent the 
19th Shavval (the 14th November). 
fore proclaim to all the people of the kingdom and all classe: 

that, since God lias constituted our sacred person the 
people, the possessor of the 
Islam, and that sinee we have 
and the execution of the li 
path and the customs of 
people of the kingdoni by the issue of this Reser 
id of relixious and proper persons, 

i kei by us for the 1 

nd justice, the people will be preserved in peace, 
tected and put into execution, 


fined conditions and limitations 
I be in accordance 
break of disorders, will be convoked by us for the 


untry, whose Jaws s 








s of onr subjects 
protector of the country and 
ind ‘Throne, and detender of the holy religion of 

ee and tranquillity of men 
msider it our duty to follow the 
gladden and fill with hoy 





no other object 
istice, and since we 
© Prophet, therefore we 

















defined above, composer 
the favour of the 1 
this Medjliss, conform. to th 
the laws of Islan 
ity, Anjumans, shall disappear, 
the high roads will | 
the shadow of our kindness and favour, prov 
requisites of the progress and the wealth of the eountry shall be 
Gout, by the sree of the Almighty and the favour of the 12th 
n the people and they shall be at peace, 
‘draw ip the law of 


by the help of God and 








, all traces of disorder, 
ill be followed by 








made secure, the whole 
ion will be made 





their tranquillity, the 
reased, and, please 
the doors of soo 





fortune shall be oper 

And now we command that 
ity with the Sher’, and hay 
that both Assemblies may bi 
shall not exceed theit 








tions and the laws of the 
t ready for proclamat 











ights, that all people 
Pabreez have been 
bloodshed, that the Government cannot to 
uuirels, ‘Mherefore it is proclaimed that, until order is 
rebels suppressed, and the untortunate people 
evildoers, Tabre 











restored in ‘Tabreez, the 
of that town freed from the curse of these 
will be exeluded from the etfvets of this Decree, 


MUHAMMED ALI SHAT KASAR. 








27 Shaaban, 1926 (September 24, 1908). 








Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 





" THLAVE to acknowledge 
forwarding copy of 
g the contents of Herr M 













eet of British trade 





invite iny observations, 
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From the second paragraph of the despatch, it would appear that Herr Mygind 
is ignorant of the existence of the Persian Transport Company's concession for the 
Luristan Road. No information is available at this Legation to show that Messrs. 
Lynch have indulged in any negotiations with any of the Lur tribes on any matter 
whatever, and such a proceeding on their part is in the last degree improbable, ‘Ie 
suggestion that in the pursuance of their designs Messrs, Lynch should play off 
Bakhtiari against Lur reveals such a woeful ignorance of the real trend of local 
Politics as to stamp Herr Mygind’s letter as untrustworthy in other particulars, 

‘You are already: of the object of Captain Lorimer’s journey. That 
officer proceeded in the early summer as far as Dizful, lioping to. be able to pay a visit 
to the Vali of Pushti-Kul, whose acquaintance he has as yet had_no opportunity of 
making. In view, however, of the insecurity of the first stage of the road west of 
Dizful he was compelled to abandon his project, It scems evident that Herr Mygind 
obtained information in regard to Captain Lorimer’s movements, and drew upon his 
imagination to account for them. nquiring of Captain Lorimer as to the truth 
of Herr Myzind’s allegations against him of discourteous conduct, and will not fail to 
report that officer's answer 

Herr Mygind 1 
Messrs, Wone 
unprincipled wh his s 
have been heavily paid fe 

As reganls the incident referred to in the 
Lascelles’ despatch, no record of it is to be found 
Lyneli’s Tehran representative any recollection of 
Alivaz 








































ed with tolerable accuracy the character of Hajji Reis, 
ent_at Mohammerah; the iniividual in question is quite 
jerman firm, they 





ervices have been of value to the 














(37042) No. 100. 
Sir G. Barclay o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 
(No. 278,) 
ir, 


: Tehran, October 8, 1908, 
I HAVE received your despatch No, 154 of the 2nd ultimo transmitting copies 
of your letter of the 1th August to the India Office, and the reply, dated the 
26th August, received from that Department respecting Road and Motor-ear Concos- 
sions in Persia, 
In reply, Ehave the honour to state that the Isfahan-Bushire Road Concession 
referred to in Mr, Marling’s telegram No. 244 of the 26th October, 1907, to the 
Government of India is part of the general Concession granted to a group of Porsians 
in 1906, copy of whi transmitted to you by Mr. Marling in his despatch 
No. 165 of the 14th July last. An attempt was mado from Isfahan to start building 
the road towanls Shiraz in September 1907, as reported at the time, but after a Tittle 
work had been done over the first section of about 6 miles, which was already 
carriageable, the attempt was abandoned. The latest report on the subject is that 
nothing more has been done in the matter, and it is most unlikely that under existing 
gonditions any further serious attempt will be made to exploit tho Concession by its 
Persian owners, 

With regard to Sani-cd-Dowleh’s Motor-car Concession, no progress whatever 
has been made or is likely to be made by the concessionaire, who stated to a member 
of Tis Majesty's Legation, in answer to an inquiry on the subject, that ho did not, 
Wish to hear any more about motor cars, and that lie had dropped the project entirely 
having lost a considerable sum of money oyer it already, with no prospoot of ever 
recovering it. 

T have, &e, 


(Signed) G, BARCLAY, 
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[37043] No. 101. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 26.) 


No. 279, Secret.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 9, 1908. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith diaries of the Military Attaché 
to His Majesty's Consulate-General at Meshed Nos. 36 to 39 inclusive. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 


suffering from ferer and dysentery; the number of troops has been reduced as much as 
possible, so now there are only about 500 men left there. It is believed that the 
distilled drinking water, and the ice made from it, are to a large extent the eauses of 
the present universal sickness at Krasnovodsk, so the distilling of water has been 
temporarily suspended, and drinking water is being brought in from a place in the hi 

August 12—There is quarantine at Krasnovodsk against atrivals from Astrakhan. 
Steamers from Astrakhan are not allowed to come in to Krusnovodsk at all; they have 
to land passengers at a quarantine station some distance up the coast. 

August 20.—The establishment of skilled civilian railway workmen, at Kizil Arvat 
and other railway shops and depdts, has been much reduced since last year. It is 
believed that this is a measure of economy, and that the Government intends to replace 
these men by soldiers of the Railway Battalion, 
















































Tnclosure 1 in No. 101. 





Askabad Report. 







No, 36.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending September 5, 1908. 








August 13.—Trains are running through again between Krasnovodsk and 
Askabad, but the line is not properly repaired, and. all trains still eome in. several 
hours late, Fora week after the break occurred, no passengers at all were accepted 
in the trains (for the broken section); hnt now the passenger traffic proceeds ae usual, 

August 14.—One hundred men of the Frontier Guard left W, by rail; it was under- 
stood that they were being sent in connection with the establishment of quarantine 
measures on the Caspian, 

August 17.—Twenty truck loads sleepers passed B, 

One hundred native workmen sent W. to work on the railway, 





Summary of News. 











(Beoret.) 
PHERE are various alarms of cholera in ‘Transeaspia 
authorities are imposing quarantine on the Persian front 
Askabud, 
‘The Russian authorities deny the existence of cholera, 
We have no direct report of any actual eases having occurred, but T hear that 
suspicions eases, closely resembling cholera if not the actual disease, have occurred at 









much so that the Persian 
r against arrivals from 

























a 4 “ ‘i August 19.—The practice camp of the 2nd Artillery Brigade has been broken uy 
isnovodsk ¢ neighbourhood of Askabad, while even the Russians ad t i ? "arn 0 ry Brig n P, 

ADU RCO EE La ey ees and the batteries are slowly dispersing; to-day part of the Mery feld battery left for 
A Medical Corps, 100. strong, has left Askabad for Kra Mery by rail, a party left last night too. 





August 23.—Fitty Kavkaz Cossacks, with their arms and horses, passed W. 

Twenty truck loads of sleepers passed B, 

August 28.—A party of 100 of the Army Medical Department left W. ‘This party 
iluded doctors, apothecaries, soldier dressers, &e. They were said to’ be going to 
Krasnovodsk in conneetion with the precautions being taken against the spread of 
cholera, 





100 Krontier Guards and fifty Cossacks, all apparently for ¢ 
hospital duty. 
ne months azo the Russian newspapers were full of proposals to eliminate the 
ment on the Parkestan Railsays and to reduce ti 
peidulim is swinging the other way now 
billets to make way for soldiers, and the ti 
discussion 
9, Our Tashkent Agent also notes that the Tashkent machine-guns and mounted 
outs have been formed into a sort of monnted infantry machine-gun battal 
paragraph 1, last week's diary.) ‘ermez also dravis attention to machine-.u 
equipment, Altogether it is evident that the question of the development of the 
is receiving the closest attention in Turkestan, 
manauvres this year are to 
ud ‘Permez garrisons, who Will respe 




































Sarakhs Report 












August 27.—The Inspector-General of the Frontier Guard has been round visiting 
the outposts this week; he cast four of the horses of the Sarakhs detachment, 





















ake the form of operations 
ely march on one another, 

























i heap oe ieee paoueaon DER ota cn nia Eronsaie fos eincemvins the (This isa check Report of a travelling agent, not the same man who submitted 
5. Mhe Jamshedi alfiir remains in statu quo; the honours rather rest with the SChanjat Renod Benes dat Ue 8) 
| Afghan troops, who are ispliyinge much encrzy in pursuing and cutting oll any ugust 23.—Garrison of Charju 






Jamshedis who eross the frontier to fetch their property, & 
troops do not hesitate to violate the frontier, 





In this work the Afghan 





500 men 17th Turkestan Battalion. 

400 men 18th 3 

100 men 20th a 

Also.a few men of several other Turkestan battalions, 
200 men 2nd Railway Battalion, 

200 men Aru Darya Flotilla, 

100 Cossacks, 




























Pranscaspian Review. 


August 22,—We hear from Khokand by telegraph that, in tlie middle (i.e, end) of 


July, orders were received to commence the construction of the Khokand-Namangaon 
Tailivay a8 a State enterprise, 

e station-master of Tiflis has been shot at and wounded, 
August 25.—Some cases of cholera oceurred in Tillis on the 
























6 macl 





(Previous reports have given four machine-guns and two 
ficld-guns, Consider 
nus report seems most likely 





id August. 









this prev 












Krasnovolsk Report. 






Termes Report, 
(Submitted from Kizil Arvat.) 





_ August 20,—Two steamers ave come in this week, bringing sixteen young officers, 
Who have just passed out of the Military School, to be posted to corps in this garrison, 
Alll these young officers are said to be sons of officers now serving here, 


(1622) 








August 1.—200 men of the Krasnovodsk Reserve Battalion, left E. by rai 


they 
lids going 


for a change of air to Fairuza. All the troops in Krasnovodsk are 








ure 
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‘These steamers also landed the following supplies and stores :-— 


2,000 poods wheat flour from ‘Tashkent. 
1,000 poods groats from Russia, 
200 poods preserved meat in 1-Ib, tins. 
900 boxes his 
16 pairs ammunition-waggon wheel: 
‘1 bale new pattern leativer covers for machine-guns. (‘These covers are for 
the usual pack machine-gun that is carried on one horse, with 
tivo horses for its ammunition.) 





















A Com is engaged in specially inspecting supplies and stores, which have 
Jain here more than five years, with a view to their eondemnation if necessary 

‘The troops have been allowed a general rest and holiday up to the 16th August, 
After that date they are to prepare for mancuvres, which will commence on the 
22nd August. ‘The mancauvres this year are to consist of operations between the 
garrisons of Kerki and Termez, Both of these garrisons will march towards one another, 
and will meet in the neighbourhood of Kilif. There is a lot of talk about the new 
Constitution, ‘The Russians say that it is only another English trick; the 
English will start their Parliament and then leave it to be massacred by the reactionaries, 
as they did in Persia, 




















Samarkand Report. 





‘The Amir of Boktara, with a large retinue, left for Russia vid Tashkent. 
August 22.—One rot, or 200 men, of the 6th Battalion, with the band, left W. by 
rail. could not ascertain their destination. 





Tashkent Report, 





August 12-25.—On the 20th August the Amir of Bokhara passed through en route 
for Russia 

Vhe artillery who have been cneamped near (for training have returned to 
their vitrious stations, with th ion, [have y particular movements, 
Hits omission to give more detailed information about the movements of the 
artillery is by no moans being: pass 

‘Nhe total strength of in and around ‘Tastikent is now 8,000 
men, ‘Mhis total inelndes the following mounted corps 


Orenburg Cossack Regiment, 80) stron. 
600 mounted men, with the machine-suns, 
Mo ficld batteries, armed with sisteon new pattern QI, suns, total strength 


600 men, 


‘The rest of the garrison fs as usual, 





































six infantry battalions, foot artillery, &e, 
il) H. SMY'IL, Captain, 
‘Military ‘Attaché, 





si 





Meshed, September 5, 1908. 


Inclosuve 2 in No, 102, 


No, 87.—Diary of Militury Attaché, Meshed, for week ending September 12, 1908. 


Summary of News. 
(Seeret.) 

BOVH our Mery and Kushk Agents report the dispateh of further reinforce. 
ments from Mery to Kushk in connection with the Jamshedi affair and the presence of 
Afghan troops on the frontier, Our Kushk Agent says that 100 cavalry and a battalion 
of infantry have been sent from Kushk right up to the frontier, 

2, No cholera is reported in Turkestan, but special precautions are being taken on 
the Tashkent-Orcnburg, as well as on the Central Asian Railway, to prevent its entry 
into Turkestan, 

3. ‘The two Kahka batteries have not yet retuned there from Askabad. 
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“Transcaspian Review.” 


August 28.—The bridge at verst No, 58, near Kara Tengir station, has been burnea, 
and the line is temporarily interrupted. 

At the station of Uzin Su seven waggons have been destroyed in a collision, ‘Two 
waggons have been broken up in a slight accident at Askhabad, 









Turkestan News. 





August 28.—On the 26th August mail train No, 4 eame into Tashkent from 
Orenburg six hours late; this was caused by a deficiency in the supply of engines 
en route, 2 





“Transcaspian Review” continued. 





September 8—In anticipation of cholera, hospital earriages are being attached to 
all passenger trains on the Tashkent Railway. 

The market in Khokand is very bad just now; there has been a splendid cotton 
¢rop, and the place is full of cotton, but no one has any money to buy it, and there have 
een many bankruptcies, 


Kisil Areat Report (for Krasnovodsk), 





August 25.—Fitty Cossacks passed W, 

August 0.—\ party of thirty men of the Frontier Guard, with some other details, 
passed through W. duriig the night, 

(This would scom to be the hospital party reported by Askabad last week.) 

September 1.—hree hundred more Russian railway workmen haye been discharged 
from this place, ‘They will leave shortly for Russia vid Orenburg, and will be replaced 
by soldiers as required, 

Strict preeiutions are being taken to prevent riots or outrages on account of these 
discharges, 




















Sarakhs Report. 





September 2, iy time-expired Kavkaz Cossacks passed throug’. from Pale 
Rhatun en route for Tejen, 


Kahka Report, 


August 29.—Two batteries of artillery, which belong to Kabka, have not yet 
returned from Askabad, 


The only troops here are fifty Frontior Guard, and a few artillery men in charge of 
the artillery lines, 


Mere Report. 
(This man has just returned to Mere after some weeks absence, 


August 81.—The following troops of this garrison have left for 


250 of the Kavkaz Cossack Regiment 
200 of the 7th Transcaspian Buttalion 
200 of the Mery Reserve Battalion, 





suskh by train =— 





‘The number of Afghan refugees (Jamshedis) in the Kushk district is said to be 


4,000. ‘The Russian authorities have granted them 6,000 roubles to build a proper 
Settlement for themselves, 


Kushk Report, 


September 5.—Reinforcements of about 900 men altogether have arrived in Kushk ; 
400 cavalry and one battalion of infantry have gone to the frontier in connection with 


the trouble between the Afghans and Jamshedis ; these troops have gone towards 
Kara Tapa 
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Termez Report. 







“Transcaspian Review.” 





August 80,—Tyro steamers have come in this week, earrying for the troops 700 bag. 
of rice and 50 boxes of biseuits. They took back with them, for Oharjui, 12,000 poods 
of barley, which liad been purchased in this country. 

‘The Termex troops are full of their preparations for their march to Kilif; 400 men 
have already started as an advance party. 


September 1.—The following are the earnings of the Tarkestan Railways :— 








Expenditure, | Receipts, Profit, 




















1,913,000 
3,000 | 1,817,000 









1503 
Samarkand Report. 





















é p z 10.80.00 | 10,474,000 | 168000 
August 29.—The 8th Turkestan Battalion arrived here from Kats Kurgan for the 3 13,909;000 | zoo | aon 
manceuvres, 
August 81,—Kight eart-loads of rifle ammunition and other stores were brought 


‘aay from the railway station, 


Orders have been issued to all the stations of the C. A. Railway to disinfect (for 
September 2.—Four earts full of regimental stores 


cholera) all the railway carriages, especially those of the fourth eluse, 





me away from the railway 



















Raton IS COLT RIMELavERTRO HARRI ESA in bes September 4.—The office of the Chief of the Province (ie, Ci fT 
| stich i these consignments came in by rail from W. (probably property of the caspia) returns ffom Firyuzs tomorow ince (i.e. Governor of 'Trans- 
irdar Ishak Khan has been asked to go to Tashkent to discuss certain matters with a weet the 2nd September, there were ten cases of cholera in ‘Tashkent, and five 
the Governor-General. He has excused himself on the grounds of old age and Ee 





; ill-health, 
All the guns, waggons, &e., of the field battery here were formerly painted a dark 
colour; now they have been painted sky blue, (He probably means a steely grey.) 






Alajor-General Simionoy, commanding the Gth Rifle Brigade and commandant of 
Askabad garrison, is dead, 


‘September 8,—From the 1st (14th) Jan 

and T. O. Railways will be delegated to Tash 

burgh, as was formerly the custom, 
September 9.-—A ease of cholera has occurred at Kaufnanski station, 













» 1909, the complete control of the C, A, 
3 nothing will be referred to St. Peters. 







‘Tashkent Report. 








August 29, 


©, A, Railway, 






‘Three hundred mounted infuntry of this garrison left S, by 
They were said to be going to Kushk, on the Afghan frontier. 





Turkestan News, 






eoAtgst 30-—During Tuly the Chimion wells produced 210, 
whieh yielded on refinement— 





(Note.—As we haye no news of these troops having passed Samarkand or Charjui, 


620 pods of naphtha, 
T am inclined to think that the movement of these troops is local, and that the 














1 “ Kushk” idea arises from some rumour of the Jamshedi alfait.—H, 8.) “ iy m Paid, 
| (Signed) HH, SMYTH, Coptain, 2 ie Uae ieee 





Military Attacke, 






Net (®) profit, 84, e8. 
Meshed, September 12, 1908. 1 (2) profit, 84,000 roubl 













he Administration has given 20,000 roubles to the stations or 
©. A. Railway for them to take preeautions azainst cholera, ce 


rahe celember 6.—Up to the 28th August throe cases of cholera occurred. in 
Tashkent, 











Kahka Report, 


Tnelosttre 8 in No, 101, 






. enber 9.—In my last week’sreport, I mentioned that. there were fifty Frontion 
Gari at Kabka, ‘There was the number actually present in Kabka at the time, There 
are, however, 200 Frontier Guard in and round’ Kalika, and it is the Headquarters of a 
colonel of the Frontier Guard, 


Tam leaving for Askabad to locate and report on the 









—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending September 19, 1908, 









a 






two Kaka batteries, 





Simmary of News. 





(si 





‘MHERE is cholera at Tashkent, and on the railway between ‘Tashkent and 
Samarkand. his cholera was imported from Russia by the ‘Tashkent-Orenburg 

Railway, Not many cases are occurring, and it 1s said to be a mild type of cholera, 
‘The Russians are taking all possible qrecautions, so there seems no reason to fear 
severe or general epideinie in ‘Turkestan, or that it will spread to the countries further 
south. 


2. 4 garrison report from Mery shows a reduction in the strength of the garrison, 


Sarakhs Report, 








Septenier 11.—The old quarrel, between the 
tose following ‘Taki Khan, has broken out agai 
of Transcaspia, 






mans following Mangli Khan and 
hey have appealed to the Governor 






























Mere Report, 






















i ‘Phis eorresponils with, and confirms, our news in last week's diary of the dispatch of a TN my ie wee HerY Turkomans hase petitioned the Gorernor of ‘transcaspia 
HAAN ete EL may be granted local self-government. ‘They say that the Berea hit 





3, A warrison report from C} also shows a slight decrease in the number of 
troops there, This is apparently due to the dispatch of some troops, belonging to the 
‘Terme and Kerki garrisons, up-stream from Charjui to take part in the Termez-Kerki 
mancouvres, 


nans already possess this privilege, 
September 6. “Thirty-six men of the Gth ‘Turkestan 
mountain battery) passed 
penber 7—Twenty-five men of the 17th Turkestan Battalion passed W, 
Seplewber S.—Sis waggon loads of dry lucerne came in from We ‘ 
11622, 





(7? infantry hattalion or 
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‘September 10.—Five trucks laden with rails and sleepers came in from W. 
Garrison of Merv. 


6th ‘Transcaspian Battalion, 700 strong. Eighty mounted men too, 
‘7th Transcaspian Battalion, 400 strong. 

Mery Reserve Battalion, 500 strong, 

Kaykaz Cossack Regiment, 300 strong. 

4th (Orenburg) Cossacks, 100 strong. 

Artillerymen 2nd Brigae, 150 strony. ‘The rest Firyuza, 

Sy Rullvey Battalion 100etone 

Mounted Frontier Guard, 50 ste 


































Russian engineers are busy on the projeet of bringing a canal from the Oxus to 
the Mery district. ‘This canal hias been pegged out, and they say that it is to be begun 
shortly, 





Charjui Report. 





September 4.—Rour hundred 1 
Kerki and Terme, including. so 
Garrison of Charjuis— 


1,000 men 17th ‘Turkestan Battalion, (Only 600 of these men belonged to 
the 17th Buttalion, the remaining 400 men were a mixed lot—partly 
without badges-—stay in their barracks.) 

400 men 18th and 19th Turkestan Battalions, 
800 men 2nd Railway Buttalion, 


xed detachments of troops belonging the garrisons of 
‘engineers left by steamer upstream, 

















Detachments artillerymen, gendarmes, and convoy command 
(Signed) I. SMY'TH, Captain, 
Military Attaché, 








Meshed, September 19, 1908. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 101, 


No. 39.—Diury of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending September 2, 1908. 





Swnmary of News. 








Secret. 
Geortte ‘Transeaspian Sapper Battalion has returned to its permanent station at 
i Mery from Tashkent, where it has been during the summer, undergoing its annual 
course of training with the head-quarters of the Turkestan Sapper Brigade, These 
Sappers appear to be in considerable request, as, the day after their return to Merv, 
three hundred of them were sent off by the Kushk Railway, apparently to work on the 
Sultan Band irrigation scheme and otlier miscellaneous work on the Kushk branch, 

2. Charjui reports that there are 400 recruits in the barracks of the 17th Battalion, 
some of whom are being trained to the work of the steamers, 400 seems a large 
i number of reeruits for the steamers only, so some of these men are probably for the 
i workshops, Se,, in connection with the flotilla and railway, These recruits have been 

there some time, and must have come in small parties. 

3, A garrison report trom Samarkand shows the garrison to be fairly normal, ‘The 
8th urkestan Battalion is still there for tra the rest of the troops. Each of 
the Samarkand Rifle battalions now has four machine-guns, ‘This agrees with reports 
from Sarakhs and other places: to the effect that each of the Rife battalions has been 
supplied with two extra machine-guns, fe. four altogether, for use during this suminer 
training, 

























































“Transcaspian Review.” 















Septenider 10.—A Government naphtha well has been dug at Cheleken, 51 sageens 
decp and 16 inches diameter. 

September 11,—In a colli 
broken up. 








1 at Chemayevo, a locomotive anil three waggons were 
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Turkestan News. 


September 9.--On Saturday, the 5th September, cight deaths from cholera occurred 
in Tashkent, 
‘The Government naphtha borings at Cheleken have struck a new fountain (spouting 
well), which is yielding a large amount of naphtha, 
September 10.—Prince Khilkov is coming to Tashkent soon, and will then go on to 
Ferghana, 
September 11.—As a number of recruits are expected to arrive shortly the Central 
Asian, Railway has been directed to increase the number of fourth class carriages 
ailable, 
In the week ending the 20th August, 49,000 poods of cotton were exported from 
Krasnovodsk as follows :— 


89,000 pods to Astrakhan, 
8,000 poods to Petrovak. 
2,000 poods to Baku, 


Sarakhs Report. 









September 12-18. —Twen 





ve Cossacks came in from Pulsi-Khatun, ‘There were 
twenty-five Cossacks here before they arrived ; and now it is said that theso fifty 
Cossacks are going to remain here for the present. ‘The troops are on parade daily, the 
four pack machine-guns always working with the mounted scouts, 

T hear that there has been a fight on the Perso-Afghan frontier near Kafir Kala, 
between Afghans and Hazaras, in which GO Hazaras were killed and wounded, ‘The 
Afghans, who did this, retired into Afghanistan, and then Persian reinforcoments arrived 
from Meshed, (his story is substantially correct, I believe.—H. 8.) 











Merv Report. 





September 18,—About 400 Transcaspian sappers, equipped with entrenching tools, 
came in from B. ‘These sappers have been away all the summer at Tashkent, only 200 
having remained in Mery, 

September 14.—Forty Kaykaz Cossacks came in from W, 

‘Three hundred ‘Transeaspian sappers left by Kushke train, with entrenching tools 
and thirty two-wheeled new pattern transport carts, 

‘Twenty Kaykaz Cossacks lett with them too. 

September 15.—Twenty-cight (railway) waggon loads dry lucerne sent Kushk, 

















Kushk Report, 


September 13.—Dhree carriages full of injantry came in from Merv, (These 
seem iG ae of the sappers reported by Mery, though the dates do not quite 
agree.—H. 8.) 

Septenter 15.—Three hundred Kavkaz Cossacks left for Takta Bazar; it is said 
that these Cossacks will stay there all the winter, 

x hundred of the Jamshedis, who came here from Afghanistan, have now gone 

back to Afghan territory, 

T hear that Sirdar is 
shortly. 

‘The irigation work at Baud-i-Sultan is still being earried on; 200 skilled workinen, 
00 labourers, and 300 carts are working there, Tt is said that the canal is to be taken 
from Band-i-Sultan right up to Baitam Ali, 

















nail Jan, the son of Sirdar Ishak Khan, is coming to Kushk 









Charjui Report. 


September 15.—About 300 Transeaspian infantry passed W. by rail, 

(These seem to be the sappers mentioned by Merv, though the dates do not 
agree, 

September V7.—Four machine-guns came in by rail from B,; two of them went on 
W. by rail, the other two were si amer for up-stream, 

With reference to the garrison report in my last report: the 400 men that I 










































, 
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mentioned as staying in the barracks of the 17th Battalion are recruits, some of them 
Teaming the work on the steamers, 


Ae the guns here: there are two old pattern field guns, breech-loaders, but 
not Q.R, 





dhe agent vho submitted Charjui garrison report, dated the 23rd August, Diary 
No, 86, now gives the following additional details — 


‘The 100 Cossacks belonged to the Ast (Astrakhan) Regiment, ‘They had yellow 
cap bands, yellow shoulder straps, and yellow trouser stripes, 

hee giusetine-gun detachment consisted of 100 mounted men (seouts of the 
17th battal 


‘There are at Kaghan 100 men of the 8th ‘Turkestan Battalion, and also 100 men of 
the 2nd Railway Battalion, 








Samarkand Report. 


September 10.— Strength of Samarkand Garrison :— 


oth Turkes 
th 





an Battalion; full strength; $0 horse: 





4 machine-guns. 









ith i -p m mh 

Sti a % (no details of strength, &e,). 
erabulak Reserve Battalion; full strongth; no horses or guns. 
1 Transeaspian Railway Battalion; 400 men, i 

Bn (Teal) Cossacks; 400 mie 

Ath Kield Battery; 8 QT. guns; full strength, 





n Batt 
100 men, 
Prisoners’ Guards; 50 men. 


8 





‘Where are in the fort 
the following guns -— 





charge of the fortress artillerymen (strength not given), 


8 old pattern field gu 

8 machineeguns, 

2 old heavy guns, 

2 heavy field guns, 

‘ heavy machine-guns; these guns have not been here long (writer gives a 
long and rather involved description of them, from which I gather that 
they are of the nature of pompoms).—H. §, 











Besides these guns there are stored away in the fort stores:— 
8 new Qu. guns, 
8 old ficld guns, 





(Signed) HL. SMYTH, Captain, 


Military Attaché. 
Meshed, September 26, 1908, K 





137059) No. 102, 


Sir a. Nicolson to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received October 26,) 


No. 460, Confidential.) 
in, 

THE day be 
Tield on the previous alter 
men) and two cor pani antry (120 to 150 men) to ‘Tabro 
protection to Russian subjects, the Russian Consulate, the Tus and the offices 
of the Russian Road Adininistr During 


2 Russ is the course of the two interviews which 1 
had with him both on Saturday and on the-fallowing day, he gave in detail the sesame 
which have led to the d 


h jon of the Russian Government. ‘The following i ‘a summary 
‘of the reasons ;— ‘ 



















aks (cighty 
z, in order to afford 
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That a post station on the road from Julfa to Tabreez was, after a fight 
with some horsemen of the Shah in which thirty-five of the latter were killed, 
attacked and pillaged by the Nationalists, who looted a considerable amount of property 
and destroyed 4 miles of telephone posts and wires; that the Russian Inspector's life 
had been threatened, and that he only eseaped by the assistance of one of the 
Nationalists, who himself was subsequently killed by one of the Shah's horsemen ; that 
Sattar Khan had announced that he could’ not be responsible for the safety of Russians 
in Tabreez, where there were numerous—some 300 10 500—revolutionaries from the 
Caucasus, who formed the backbone of the Nationalist forees, and who were desperate 
men ; that there was no security in Tabreez, and that at any moment attacks on Tussian 
subjects might oceur, or, as M. Tehurykoff put it, “ve might hear to-morrow that, the 
Russians liad had their throats cut”; and that the telegrams which hiad been received 
both by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and by the Ministry of Finance showed that 
the danger was serious, 














































s themselves, he really dangerous clem 
n, Were the revolutionaries from tie Caucasus, dating and. despera 
ered! the situation, ‘These men had flocked over the border, and it had been 
impossible to properly block all exits along a mountainous frontier of some 300 miles in 
extent, 
Vinfe 






















official manner, to point ont 
just at the moment 

ed a complote defeat would have’ the appearance of a de: 
the part of Ui fovernment to crush the Nationalists wud to re-establish the 
Shah's authority ; that it would be regarded as an act of intervention internal 
alfairs of Persia, and would, in great measure, undo the good effect of the visit of 
M, Tsvolsky to London, Tadded that this would be most unfortunate, as public opinion 
in England had during: the last fow days shown in a remarkable manner the desire for 1 
od tude ig ith Russia, and’ { should much regret if anything occur 
ly fecling. 
ykotf expressed his stir 





































& should be attributed hy His 















Majesty's Goverin to the action of the Rus: overnment, especially after the 
planation which Count Benckendorif hud been instructed to give, T told hin that 1 
was not repeating to him the opinion of my Goverment, but the views which they 







considered would undoubteily be hield in many quarters in’ Bngland, [twas possible, 
moreover, that Count Benekentorit had not yet had time to make the communication 
which had been telesraphied to bin on Friday night, 

AM. ‘Wehary ott suid that he trusted that His Majesty's Governmont would take steps 
to fave the matter put in its real and true It as absolutely wrong to say that 
the Russian Government desired to intervene in the internal affairs of Persia, or to 

usht the Nationalists, or to re-establish: the Shah's authority. Ho could assure'me in 
the iiost pos anner that the sole object of the dispatch of the force was to reins 
foree the Consular guar at Ta nd to alford adequate protection to the seatiered 
Russ Me here were only fitty Cossacks in Tabre who guarded: 
ik and Road Administration Office was protected by Persian 
s, who were quite untrustworthy in pr reumstances, He would {urther 
tell nie that a: the Cossacks left Ju mations would be distributed every. 
Where, announcing. the object for which they were sint, and stating that the strictest 
1 been given that they were not in any way to intervene in internal afitirs, and 

would be withdrawn as soon as security was assured, ‘This amouncement 
published in the * Official Gazette” here and miade known in‘Tehran, There was 
to take sides in the strugyle it was a matter of perfect indifference to the 
vernment by whom security was established in Tabreez so lone as such 
restored. ‘The Russian Goverument hiall taken th 
of ursent necessity, and had limited the force to a minimum, We 
Russians were murdered and Russian institutions pillaged and destroy 


















































































































top reluctantly, in view 
hey 








it till 
If so, the 

























measures they would then have to take would have to be ona much larger scale thin those 
which at present they were adopting. He was sure that if British subjects were ina 
ion in a Gulf port ilis Majesty’s Government would lose no time in 

















patching ships and landing sejyoys, He was most anxious that no misunderstanding 
should arise between the two Governments, as it was essential they should be on the 


[1622] 2 
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pant, those existing 
elsewhere, and the Russian G olicitous that no grave 
tnishaps should happen to Ru He hegged me to explai 
‘the matter fully to you, and to empliasize the fact that there were no ulterior motives. in 
the step which the Russian Government had take A 

Vasked if he did not think that the arrival of a Russian foree or reinforcement 
night not provoke the very dangers which he wished to avoil, M, Teharykoff was not of 
that opinion; but, in any ewe, alter the information which had reached the Rus 
Government, aud after the acts which iad been committed, and in view of the 

in subjects, it was impossible for the Winet to incur the 
grave responsibility of leaving: their eo indequately protected and exposed to 
the dangers of assassination, 
T have, &e 
(Signed) A. NICOL! 





(37064) No, 103, 


Sir A, Nivalson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26. 
(Wo. 465.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, October 20, 1908. 
M.TCHARY KOPP informed me this afternoon that le hiad some good news to 
give me— it was to the offect that the reports which ad boon frow Tabrooa 
© of 11 more favourable chi nnd gaye hope that som 
establislied, Th these nnees, the Tussin Ch 


i vould remai 1 
Ruisshane Consi-General, He finetionns 
hho was not t0 call for the detachment unless ho. wits there was 
danger to the lives of Russian subjects or of othe 
hocossity should arise for the present ait, he was t0 t 
it should limit its duties solely and strietly itection to the I 
residents, AS" Nol ) inthe int fairs or 
dissensions, I jonedl * European residents, nilerstood 
fron w conversation whieh yow had liad with Connt Be Majesty's 
Goverment desired that, shonld the oceasion arise oth Russians 
should receive protection. 
1 observe 
ring to 
ill responsibility 
® orders to the dotuchinent 
n that case, time would be of 
T hoped that the Consult 


n cd could 
De trusted asa sol alt : 
Ttold M. eluixykoll that the news wh a reat reliek 
nid Twas suite would be gratification to yon. T should have had, T 
K very seriously to hins on the subject of this question of reinforcing the 
Har guard at Tabrow, ered from telegrams which Eid received from 
it Tow very seriously you y at ig this hdl been 
ppily: removed, but his understvod yvell, Ly “ Hen 
and develop. the friendly relations hetwoon ¢ ort 
id, and that His Majesty's Goverment bad not the a 
influence in: Northern Persia, nor did th 
L could not conceal from him: that, if the 
bree, it would have lien almost impossible 
public opin Engkind that its despatch was not indirectly 
the authority of the Shab and to suppress the constitutional mos 
at the eoincitlence. During the troublous times Russia had ve 


nn 


quicceent, even, perhaps, under some provocation; that T would admit; but directly 
the Slabs troops had been thoroughly well beaten, a Russian foreo moved immedint."y 
ou Tabreez. | How could it be contended that the dispatch of this foree vas not to give 
courage to the defeated party? Tt would have been deplorable from every point of 
Mew, outside even the limited horizon of Persia, if anything had occurred to blur ovr 
friendly relations, tnd Leonld not tell him how relieved T felt that the tisk had passed 


M. Tchatykoff said undoubtedly the advent from one quarter of Persian Cossacks 
aud from another the mnarch of Russian Cossacks would have had the appearance. of 
some co-operation. | Now it would be well understood that if the foreo were compelled 
idvanee it would be in consequence of imminent and pressing danger, for which 
rediate relief w 
f wished to cast 
mment, but T 
ian officials in Persia were 
not disposed to play off the sainst. the popular movement. In respect to this, 
mark, M. Teharykoff said that he had some further good nows to give me, and this T 
ve for another despatch, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





(37066) No. 104, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 


So. 407. Confidential.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, October 21, 1908. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 465 of yestentay’s dato, I have the honour 
tf inform you that M. Mehanykol? stated to me tat M. Sabling, the nevly-appointed 
First Scoretary to the Russian Legation at ‘Yehran, had rocoived orders to" protect nt 
once to his post, and that on his arrival there ML fa woud come. to 
St. Petersburgh on leave and to report to his Government on the general situation in 
Persia, Le would further tell me very eoutidentially that M, de ttartw 
retura to ‘ehran, but that a mild be found for hin elsewhere 
M. ‘Tehary was to be made in the 
repre: 
‘Volvan early 
ht it advisable to 


T have, &e 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 





No, 105. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 2.) 


raphic.) P. Tehran, October 26, 1908, 
SITUATION in Tabreez. My tleyram No. 347 of the 24th instant, 
His Majesty’s Neting Consul-Cencral states, in reply to 'y, that since the 
Hat telephone stivion was attacked some of the Iussian colony huve sliown sigue 
of great alarm, and ig prep 1) move th out of the town, 
Mr. featrs gronndless, and he does not think that foreigners 
now than they hay ‘ing the past few months in 


ts were hard pressed, which is very unlikely: in. my opinion, 
sare left to themselves Mr. Stevens does not think that foreigners would 


ns adds tha rs that a meeting of some of the Notables of Tabroos 
oned by Ain-ed-Dowlch, 








[87148] No. 106. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 
(No. 852) 
(elezraphic.)P, 
RUSSIAN troops for Tabreez. 
My telegram N 


Tehran, October 26. 1908, 


istil-General states that it was the 
| the frontier. It is clear 


349 of yesterday. 4 
it would have been hetter if he had reported it, not 
asa fact, but as a gener: 





(87300) No. 107. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 26.) 
(No, 363.) 
Wologmaphie,) P, : 
PLAN Shah and Constitution, 
Your telogran No, 208 of tho 21th instant, : 
ust the wo Lewations renewed their representations respect 
disabilities imposed ou Tabreea iu the Shah's Reseript, and M. de Hartwig: and 1 now 
propose, if our Co the following identic Memorandum 
to the Ministe mnt i We propose 
this procedure in order to avoid the publicity of a representation to’ the Shalt in 
person = 


Tehran, October 


“Tom information received by the British (Russian) Legation, it appears that 
latterly been established in Azerbaijan. ‘The population of Tabreoz, 
disorder and animated by: the ‘re to merit tho clemency of your 
ely sont your Majesty yon to grant them the 
stitution iy the t of Persia, and to permit 
them to take part in t 
rn: 
ty in. these 


elections promised for the 27h October, and 
amnesty to-all persons who have taken mp arms du 
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seen if your telegrams Nos. $35 and 338 are compared with his telegrams to the 
“ Times” of the 11th and 18th October. Did you inform him that Russian Govern. 
ment had decided on retention of the Russian officers at Tehran? He would seem to 
haye derived his idea that later on they would advance from M. Hartwig. 





(36578) No. 110, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir 4. Nicolson, 


(No. 331.) 
& 


Foreign Office, October 26, 1908, 
if, SEVASTOPOULO, First Secretary of the Russiim Embassy, ealled at; the 


Foreign Office on the 20th instant and read to Sir C. Hardinge a telegram which ho 
had received from his Government to the following effec! 


{In consideration of the views which T had expressed to them, and in view of the 
nd that Satar Khan, in agreement with the 


Sir C. Hardinge told M. Sevastopoulo that, according to a telogram received from 
His Majesty’s Mi ‘ehran, 148 Cossacks had already crossed the frontier at 
Julfa. te said that he would telegraph this at once to St, Petersburgh, and. that ho 
felt confident that the Cossacks would at once be reealled, 

He added that the Cossacks and infantry had received orders to wait at Tulfo, 
and that the Russian Consul-General at ‘Tabrect liad received formal instructions {2 
Keep in toueh with the Commander of the detachment, and. that he was only to have 
recourse to their protection in the Inst extremity, and in the event of danger to life, 
‘The Russian Minister at Tehran had received instructions to sce that these orders wore 
carried out. 

Sir C. Hanlinge informed M. Sevastopoulo that he was confident that tho news 
would give me sincere pleasure, and he thanked him warmly for the communication, 
Ue said how apprehensive T had heen as to the effect upon public opinion of the 
dispatch of a Hussian forve to Tabrees, following, as it would have, immediately upon 
my recent interviews with M, Isvolsky, and that Thad strongly impressed upon you 
the importanee which His Majesty's Government attached to obtaining a reversal of 
the orders given. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 3. GREY, 





{37148} 


Sir Kdward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


Foreign Office, October 26, 1908. 

IRUSSTAN. troops for Tabn i : i 
Ploase refer th Sir G. Barclay’ telegram No. 352 of to-day’'s date, and bring this 
explanation to native of inister for Forcign Allairs, together with the regret 
of His Majesty’ ‘an inacewrate report should have heen transmitted, 





{37020} No, 109. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


DL. Confidential, 

Pane) eae ign Office, October 26, 18. 
“'PEMLES " correspondent at Tehran, 

Sco Sir A. Nigolson’s telegram No, 224 of the 2 

‘Whe information of the correspondent appears to be fairly accurate, as will be 





(35859) No. 111. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 20, 1908, 

TAM directed by Seerotary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your Totter 
of the 15th 3 hip of Kain, 

Tam to state in reply: tha woof the opinion expressed in Mx, Murling’s 
Hespateh No. 257 of the T1th ultimo, of which a copy. was forwarded to you in my 
letter of the 14th instant, Sir HE. Grey considers that it would not be expuaignt, 
Sppose further the appointment of the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, but that if he wore to cause 
rouble the assistance of the Russian Government anight be invoked to secure. ite 


. Grey proposes accordingly, if the Soeretary of State for Tndia approves, to 
take no further action in the matter: 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





[1622] 
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(37851) Bog, 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 27.) 


is i it the Under- 
THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Un 
Secretary of Siate for Tea ae and, by direction of Viscount Morley, fear 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated the 17th instant, relative to the Bunder Abbas Consular guard. 


India Office, October 26, 1908, 







Tnelosure in No, 112, 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


October 17, 1908. 
ram of the 


egraphic.) PD, 
ERR Abbas, Composition of Consular guard. Your telegi 











shment is required as personal escort for Consul when 
i ¥ y its withdrawal. Tt is 

ig in interior or visiting town. We do not see our way to its withdrayral 
TOL MM AEN GLO CouatT atti aia et that 
Russian Consul 
withdiw 

















[87394] 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Office.—(Received October 27.) 


i 28, Stree er, October 26, 1908, 
Dear si 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, October 20, 
SN ara ee pt of a letter from Haji Aga Mohamed Delidashty Mou 








i instant, extract from whieh reads as follow: 
ish Mi ived three days ago, but T have not 


ajar, ‘Tehran, dated the 
Ilis Excellency the new Eh 








ster a 

















et a visit, Mr, Marling will leave in two of three days. I 
Matte nt will ask your Foreign Office to recommond me di 
to tl by letter or by telegram,” 

We sliall feel obliged if you ean soe your way clearly to comply with the Mouin’s 






request, and thanking you in anticipation, JSRaNGET ea 





“(sigued) 





(87436) Noa 


ir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 27.) 





{einen hie) B. St. Petersburgh, October 27, 1908, 
TABREBA cleotions: Mentic Memorandum to Shah: Sir @, Barelay’s tolegram 
No, 8538. , 
Proposed toxt has uot yet boon meeeived by. 
rho His telogeaphed to ‘Tehran for it, Brom his ren 
snodifiention desirable, and that ho is not alverse to the ho 
jn Tuber being omovhat delays factor whic has to be taken ito ens 
by te Ronan Goverment is the presene of Russian rroltfonaries in th 
yh aconding to hin pave an active part in the sweat dsonters When, ho 
he ‘al text of tho Memorandum he will he able to let me hinve a 
opinion, 











cting Minister for Roreign Affairs, 





As T gathered that he may 
holding of elections 
ideration 

town, 









































(87435) No. 115, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Raiward Grey.—(Received October 97.) 
(No. 354.) 
(Telezraphie.) P. 
TELEGRAMS of “Times” correspondent, 
Following’is confidentia 


Your telegrams Nos. 300 and 301 of yesterd 
Thave just been shown tho telogra 


Tehran, October 27, 1908. 








y's date, 
referred to. So far as they report. the 
Fee thats of Russian officors Ido not consider that the correspondent can be blames 
Twas told by ML de Hartivig himsolf that Captain Ouchakolt (he ie soto 
Peronel) and otlier Russian officers would probably leave for the nowhbooriec ct 
qabreer, ‘This was common talk in Tehran, and the “Times” corresrendent ae ney 
hear of it at this Legation, nor, T heliove, from tho Tiesian Maroc, Saptain 
Ouchakoft did, moreovor, join’ the Cossack force at, Ki ‘Thero is no mention of 
Golbnel Piakhofl going to Tabreot in tho tolograms have sean, aud itu wee none ee 


in the “Times” that he was, Tean only concludo that, the telegrams were mutilated in 
trans 























on of the Russian Government not to allow tho officers to Jeave ‘Tehran 
Hof communicated to tho correspondent by me, as, had T done go, ho would neg 


nferred that representations from us had occasioned i which wold have boon yery, 
undesirable, 














(36798) No, 116, 


Sir Edward Grey (o Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 302.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Foreign Office, October 27, 1908, 
diac canction of the Treasury to tho expenditure involved by the selon of 
the Indian guard for the Oil Sync operitions during the next hot weather wal 
be dificult to obtain, Captain Lorimer should be asked if such aot really 
necessary. 
i 
at Bushire, 

















for to tlogram of tho 22nd September to the Vi 





vy from the Resident 












[37300] No. 117. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
is, oe) ; a 
Telegraphic.) Ry Foreign Office, October 27, 1908, 
Your telegram No, 353: Tdentio communieation to Shale” ic 


Subject to concurrence of Rus. 





an Government, | approve text, 





(37550) No. 118, 


Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 





(So. 98) 
ir, 
COUNT BENCKENDOREF toll me to-day t 

the newspapers about a Russian invasion of Porsiay he. lad thought of making a 
Statement to the press that no Russian troops lial crossed th frontice, 
Mt him that T had already made this statenient in the {Touse of Commons this 


Voreign Office, October 27, 1908, 
at, as there had been rumours in 



















afterno 

THe sald tint in'that easo it would’ not be noeossary for him to make another 
statement. 

T told him he would seo in the papers what Chad said, It had boon quite on the 
spur of the moment, in a lementary questions but T had endeavoured 
tob ich Russian trade had siufered, and the 

n placed by the prolon; 
make people hie 
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enterprise without putting any capital into it, and would be paid » commission for our 
trouble. bs p 1. 

1 venture to liope that this new proposal will meet entirely with the approval of His 
Majesty's Government, who, by allowing us to undertake the business, would open out a 
new field for British industry. : : 

Iwill state that we are ready to sign a vritten engagement that we shall have no 
pecuniary interests in the enterprise or share in profits, and vill only receive a 
commission, poe 

Being on tle point of orderi 
reply as soon as possible, i 

HiNnncng ol advances forall you Will do/for bs, aed beeing. you Go excaen 


4 ising, I hye, dc. 
PEON (Signed) CHARLES FE, STEVENS. 





1 the steamers, I shall be most grateful to receive a 











[37661] Sep see 


St, Petersburgh, October 29, 1908. 





IMES” pondent at ‘Tehran, 

ir telegram No. 551 of the 28th instant. 
M.Wehaevkolf was most grateful for explanations [a 

subject, and cbsorved that they: would prove quite sutisfueto 





him this afternoon on the 
to the Emperor, 











[37559) No. 128, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Re 





id October 29,) 





No, 455.) . 
(Welographicd P. Tehran, October 
SITUATION at Tabre 
Thave received a telegram from His Majesty’s Acting Consul-Ce 
that tho bazaar was opened on the 27th instant, and that the town is per! 
He furthor reports tat the Julfa road, to the serious detriiuent of trade, 
hold up, Hough Shuja Nizam has been killed by a boinh which he x 
the pos 





























(87664) No. 124, 


Sir G. Burelay (0 Sir Biiward Grey.—(Received Octaber 29.) 
(No. 8 
(Wel 





raphic) BP Tehran, October 29, 1908, 
THE Shah has wot yor published the Electoral Lay, whiel was promised for the 
27th instant. This ssiven ont that the Persian Government have received telegrams 
from the provinees 10 the elfvct that there is ny desire to take part in the Assembly. 
The Court party evidently does not intend to allow the Shah to fulfil his promi 




















(37664) No. 


Sir Hdieard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 








lexraphic.) Foreign Office, October ‘30, 
PERSIAN Constitution. «_ Burelay’s tolegeam No. 356 of the 
instant and your telegram so. 27th instant. 
You should propose for the consideration of tite Minist 
regard to the joint communication whieh it is proposed | 
such addition as this: ‘the two Governments are surpris 
ea : eof publishing an electoral lav, aud th 
be no furt in doing so, 





10s. 














i Affairs, with 
Shah, some 
snot yet 
trust that there will 
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[38370] No, 126. 


Sir Edvard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





». 351.) 








Sir, 


7 Foreign Office, October 30, 1908, 
1 DOLD Count Benckendor to-day about an interview with Mr. Lynch and 
Lord Lamington at the House of Commons last evening, 
They came to tell me that four Persians, who had be 
had been conferring with a group of Members of Parliament of both Houses; and 
had comp! bitterly of “Russian intervention in Persian affairs, saying that 
Colonel Liakhoft was Military Governor of ‘Tehran, and so forth, ‘The four Persians 
were anxious to plead for non-intervention, and Mr. Lynch and Lord! Lamington 
pressed me to see them, 
T replied that during the last few months we 
as to the interference of Russian Agents in Persia 
the same time, the: 





members of the Medjliss, 









1 











ing the action of their Agents, 
Twore to reevive these four Persians, the fact would he exploited. by the 
Tt would be construed in Persi ee, and would enable every 
Russian Agent there to urge that something should be done by way of counter 
action. 
Thad, therefore, definitely declined to see the four Persians, 
Thad also pointed out that the appointment. of Colonel Liakhoif as Governor of 
‘Teliran had been cancelled by the desire of tho Russian Government, as it evereded 
the functions for which his services had been lent to the Shah, 
Mr, Lynch and Lord Lamington had then pressed me’ to receive a deputation of 
Members of Parliament 
T hind replied to this Wy explaining to them the present situation, ‘The 
Province of Azerbaijan was on the Kussian  frontic Russian trade had suffered 
Breally;, Russia was specially interested in. tho customs receipts owing to lier loans, 
hut for five months the customs had not been collected; a Russian post 
keds on at least one oceasion the Russian Consul-General at ‘Tal 
reported ‘that Russian 1 in danger; and about 
itionaries hostile to the Russian Goyermnent wore oporating with the N 
a Tn spite of all this, as the fighting lind ceased and tho leade 
Nationalists had ‘d to protect foreigners, the Russian Government. had not 
Sent any troops over the border into Persian tortitory, and liad stopped at the frontier 
those whom t in that directio 
r. Lyneh and Tord Lamington to ima, 
rallel set of cire " 






































































what would have 
tory bordering as 
ian frontier ; what, 
and what: pressure would hia 
and and to take other measures for the 












questions would have be 
heen put upon me to 
of our int 









these 
ation, 
T told Count Bene 
work ups 
what hn passed, 
the faet that no 





it undosttable and unnecessary Hat T 





iorff that no doubt the Pers 
Hing on the subject, T therefore tho 
ii fo point out to him: how my in 
it iad crossed: 
Mfident that, by takin 
1 Lami: 
, provided th: 
Count Ber 
strongly agai 
the coi 
force of 
I 





ns who were here would 
shit it well to tell iim at: once 
1 been strengthened by 
If the matter \ a 
public as {haul taken with 
iy interview with them, L eould stop all serious 
an troops enterwil Persia, 
ard the Russian military authorities were now 
this was heeanse they had come to 
1, they would be obliged to send a 






































ig like 15,000 men over the frontier. 
largeness of the scale on which any 4 
onler to he effective hal al 





intervention would 


Lave ‘ays scemed to me a very serious 



























consideration, and Twas very glad to hear that the Russian military authori 


so much impressed by it. 


















Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 31.) 
St Petersburgh, October 31, 1908. 





)) P 
SITUATION at Tabreez, 
























road is interrupted, 
. Could not some means perhaps be 
5 of the tale 


logram No, 855, which, while 
itsel! is quite q 
slaw whereby the reope 

















Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 





reign Office, October 31, 1908. 





SSIAN intervention in 'Tabr 
your telegram No, 
be found to avoid Ru 
n this country, 

ing how diMeult ¢ 
‘ili to carry out his 





n intervention, as it would prodi 





that some means may 








uation is, Tam persuaded 
omises that it would he possible to restore 





‘You should tell the Minister for F 


that T am. prep 
ions to My. Wr 


















ey to give his consent to the 
and also 0 the addition s 











Foreign Office t0 Treasury. 


Foreiyn Office, October 31, 1908, 
ry to avknowledg 
“il for the permanent app 
General at Mestied, 
from D7Hl, 88, to 


TAM directed by 
etter of the 2nd inst 
Military Attaché to His Majesty 
mink of the officer: 
between the Indian and 
Ito the secon 
rds Commissioners of the 4 
d the attention 
essed to the India Ot! 
1 replied, howey 











ta cost varying, 











































“he suggestion 





sl in Future cither by the C 
not scent pructical 





ly a member of the 
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Indian Medical Service, and docs not possess the necessary technical qualifications, 

The Consal-General’s duties do not afford him sufficient leisure to undertake the wer's, 

Ti was the insufficiency of the news supplied by the staff of the Consulate-Goueral 

without theassistance of a special officer that led to the appointment of Captain Sinyth 

In reply to the final paragraph of your letter, Tam to 
h 



















form you that the question. 
wt allude tias not been lost sight of, though any: reduction in the existing 
nts in Persia would have to be elfected gradually, and if possible in 
puruinee of an understanding with the Russian Government. Sir E. Grey truste, 
cr, that the appointment of a Military Attaché at Meshed may be considered on 

wut from the larger question; and, as ineonyenienee is caused by the 
footing on which the appointment is at present being contin 

W carhestly trusts that the appointi imiy be sanetioned, at the j 
charge of the Indian and Br Xehequers, for a peri 
8 continuance to be eonsidere 































































[87880] No. 130, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1.) 







(No, 235.) 
(Telegraphic. R, St, Petersburgh, November 1, 1908, 
‘TEHRAN telegram No. 353: Tdentic Memorandum, 













an Government, propose after words “permit them to take part in 
to omit the words “ fixed for 27th October.! 

They would also propose after the words “finally to calm this province” to 
terminate Memorandum as follows: “to deign to accord to its popiilagon the wrasse 
which they have solicited, and, further, to. grant on that occasion n general amveste 
to all subjects of His Majesty who have been implicated (‘mélés') in tho reson, 
revolutio p 











































Affairs entirely agrees with you as to the addendum mentioned 
He proposes that it should run as follows :-— 
‘Attho same time the Ministor of Russia (Creat Britain) i authorized by 
express his surprise at the delay whieh hus occurred in the promulgation 
of the Electoral Laws, and he hopes that His Majesty: the Shab will {ull his pr 
without loss of time.” 


(Sent to Tehran.) 

















































[87847] No. 131. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 





Foreign Office, November 1, 1908. 






Please refer to my telegram No. 307 and inform me, when you have consulted His 
‘eneral from Tabreez (Mr. Wratislaw), of any suggestions which may, 














No, 132, 
Sir G. Lowiher to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2,) 














Constantinople, October 28, 1908, 
hi a despatch from’ Mx. Consul-Genoral 
Affaires at Tehran, reporting on the 





ur to forward herey 
to His Majesty's Charg 
situation on the Turco-Persian frontier. 













Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) GERARD LOW?HER, 


ee 
[622] a 
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Tnclosure in No. 132. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 16.) 


Situation on Turco-Persian Frontier, Reduction of Forces, Renewed Kurdish Outrages. 











i Urmi, September 24, 1908. 

8 oon T Ive the honour to 
epost that du 1 derable reiluction has been made in the 
strength of the Uurkish troops along the fron Owing to 





erruption of communications with the south, T cannot supply details 

the complete interruption of communications wit a 

*h The six guns formerly in 

on remains, under the, éommand of @ Binbashi. The six guns formeny 

pale eminreal tnrarts tity eearainear fortnight ago, and are supposed. 

fo Hive boon taken thones to Van, Tn Somat ani Charik T liar that only one 

company, or at most only two are left. Only a handful of soldiers m eal to 
romain in Baradost, 















z0, and is believed to have gone to Van. 
‘he district is well rid of this raseal, wlio certainly instigated the Kucd Erase 

e, anid whose corruption is a scandal even to the 1 g 
Tako lent Hankel and ogeath Aeurde nd told th athe 
the orders were that they should annex no more Persian territory, butt ma 
repulse hy force any attempt on the part of the Persians tor aly 
‘occupier, 

(On Hla a¥se Luatan, soma “Tura sold 
advanced as far ais Dizol, in the Baranduz dist 
commands the small Persian garrison in the 
‘tccordingly v onder to ascert 



































K 
sack Colonel who 


i Kurds, 












of Baranduz, 
his own eyes whether the Turks 
to Baranduz. ‘Thereupon the Bi bash 
cousing him of vi ‘Turkish territory,” and asking 
him whether he wanted to fight. ‘The Persian applied to. Mul -Saltanch for 
instructions, and the Tntter asked nay opinion ag tothe ad of resisting by fore 
y further urkish aggression in that ¢ it 60 
MANE of tally te sie ea with the wish Government 
slowed some sign of a disposition to. settle th (iontien uation, | Sat ly neat 
Dizerteke, in the same district has also been visited lately by a party of ‘Curl 
soldions. “Their renewed aetivity is probably prompted hy a des 
in the way of taxes as they offers. 
On the 22nd instant s 









































n punishmer 
they submitted to Omer Ag 1om the Turks have put in charge 
f tho district. a 

eres tof Anzel tins een exposed during tlie past fortnight to renewed 
depredations on the part of the Shekoik Kurds of Somai, ‘These hogan with ‘the 
Plunder of a caravan near Kutehi, from whieh twenty-three Toals of sugar were taken, 
On the 17th instant the outgoing post from Urmi to 'abreez was attacked by Somai 
Kurds, the whole outfit including eartshorses and letters carried off, and two travellers 
Killed,” ‘The same thing happened to the ineoming Post from Mabroes this rorning, 
which was captured near the villag hy “Kurds, aided by 

inhabitants of Kulung! aud other . ‘the Turks who are in ceeupation 
of Somal must havo connived at this outrage, Nothing is known here of the where- 
abouts of tho Turkish Commissioners who left Urmi four weeks ago, promising to 
rotwm in a fortnight; and with Ramazan so near, it seems unlikely that they will 
reappear in the immediate future, 




























Lhave, &. 
(Signed) A.C. WRATISLA 
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No. 133. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2.) 





Therapia, October 26, 1908, 
7p 1000 a5 internal matters seemed to be taking a more autiled fore itor Kiamil 
Pasha’ appointment a Grand Vizier, L began, in conjunc, cae the Persian 
bassador, to urge on the new Cabinet the nevessity. of rectin ing, without: delay, 
the very itregular position on the sections of the Pectin fae bordering on the 
Glwets of Van and Mosul, by withdraving the larme bower ‘Turkish troops 
dsvatehed there under the old ‘Palace régimne, especialy there atevoy at Pasyeh, 
Anz situated to the east of the contested zone, 
Pasha expressed w sincore desire to regularize. tie position, and had the 
dered at a meeting of the new Cabinet, whore it wad decided ia mr rte 
of the forces forth ‘The Cabinet was unable to deal with the matter 
detail, oving to the fact that the maps and quantities of Uocteuat importance 
had beeniabatracted by the Palace, AU tho request of the wrens Ambassiidor, the 
shove decision was communicated in writing to! the Persina Hen bassy, and [have the 
onour to forward a literal transition of the Turkish nofe verbain the wording of which 
is somewhat ambiguous, hot clear from the Turkish text whether it was intended 
to maintain at Pasveh « lent number of the battalions stationed” there, or to 
maintain in the frontier region, for the preservation of the status quo, a sufficient 
hutuber of the battalions then stationed at Pasvel,. ‘The Persian Embassy consequontly 
ratte aaacblys dated the 2nd ultimo, of which 1 also inclose a copy. 

In pursuanee of the decision of the Council of Minton close referred to, 
three ‘battalions were withdrawn from the Pasyeh-Lahijan region, leaving some four 
battalions, as reported in my telegram No, 278 of the dein ultimo, to garrison the 
Sontier OF these, one battalion remained at Pasvel, east. ot tig contested: zone, 
Similarly, as stated in my telegram No. 280 of the 20¢h ultimo, some five battalions 
Ane gue mountain battery were withdrayn from the Van section of ane frontier, while 
Az, Wratislaw, in his No, 16 of the 24th ultimo, sent tron Doone Telivan, reports 
that ouly one battalion remained in Mergavary ‘Tengavar, ana Baranduz, one or two, 
Appaars that cea and Charik, and a handful of Wurkish teoops. in. Bardost 2 
Appears that, these units are considerably below their norma strength, and that they 

dat Mavana, Charik, &e., situated on the eastern eiee of thy contested 
nly Turkish troops stationed actually cast of the zone bemg the bala net 






















































From time to time during the past three weeks I have urged the Porte, whieh has 
been fully occupied with the Balkan and internal situation: to lea tke Persian boundary 

nea in detail, with a view to the withdrawal of the abovesmentioncl hee. within 
w cecctented by the status quo of some three years ago, ie. batore the occupation 
of Nemeh and Pasyeh. A Commission his beon formed-ah tke Ministry for Foreign 
Aliity, whieh, with the assistance of two stat officers and an acon Delegate from 
the Fersian Kimbasey, is endeurouring to cxamiue the mec at ia question, so 
complicated by the irresponsible interference of the Palace ve ig the last three years, 
ani itis to be hoped that the result of its Inbours will lead te she restoration of the 
status quo of 1905, 

In the present unsettled state of things in Persia. and Parkey anything like actual 
delimitation is out of the question, and even after a stable fone government las been 
established in both countries, a definite solution of the boundary’ question must be a 
intentions farsi for granted that Uoth Governments are animeted ete the honest 
intention of arriving ata settlement, it would require Tengthy negotiations upon a basis 
of delimitation, while, after this result has been ‘attamede proper and detailed survey 
pi tite whole region from Mobammerah to Mount Ararat have to be carried out 
before the demarcation of such an extensive boundary, with its network of nomad and 
unsettled tribes, could be carried out, 














3 





Thave, &, 
(Signed) GERARD LOW?HER, 


——SSS 

























84 


Inclosure 1 in No. 133. 
Note verbale communicated by Tewfik Pasha to the Persiin Embassy at Constantinople, 


August 20, 1824 (6th Shaban, 1326) 
(Literal translation (September 3, 190 ; 
(OTN Gat ot aca Approach of winter, and the absence of suitable accommodation 
for the Imperial troops in the Mergavar, Tergavar, Lahijan, Mergiian Verné, and 
Serdesht disiriels, on the Persian border, it heeame necessary, while naintaining a 
sumlic t nuniber of the battalions stationed at Pasveh to insure the pre: lion of the 
status quo, to send the ‘ler back to their head-quarters, and to adopt the same 
course as regards the troops in the districts of Tergarar and Mergavar, after leaving 
tere « suitalle number of frontier detachments; ant as there ix 10 intention of 
committing aggressions or encroachments on Persian tersitory, troops now station 
subsequently {0 be stationed in the vicinity of the Persian border are destined solely to 
maintain the status quv, a decision of the Council of Ministers’on these lines iis been 
come to, and has received the sanction of an Imperial Tradé, [have the honour to 
inform your Bxcelleney that tlhe necessiry instructions in consequence haye been sent to 


the proper quarters, Gent) ee 
Minister for Poreiyn Affairs. 


Tuclosure 2 in No. 1 
Note communicated by the Persian Embassy to Tewfik Pasha, 


(Dranstation,) 19th Shuban, 1826 (September 2, 1324), 
‘MUS Finbassy, living been assured that the evacuation of Peshoya and other 


points whieh fori part of Persian territory, and the recall of the Ottoman troops to the 
‘Purkish side of the frontier had heen decided on, communicated the intelligence by 


tolegraph to the Persian Government. : + 
‘the Embassy has just heen informed by a telegram from Mebteshem-e--Saltana, 


President of the Persian Boundary Comm that not only have these places not 
been evacuated, but all the erops of the tants have been seized, 

As itis evident that such conduct is contrary to the assurances this Embassy has 
received aud to good relations between two great States connected by the tie of Islam, 
this Hmbassy has the lionour to request that the 'y of Foreign Affairs will do its 
ubnost to have telegraphic messages sent to the proper quarter to effect a speedy 
evacuation of the places in question, and to communicate the result to th 
(hat it may announce it to the Persian Government, 





{88009} No. 134. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 2.) 

No, 471, 
ee St. Petersburg, October 24, 1908, 

M. VCHARY KORE informed me the night before last that 4 telegram had heen 
received from the Conmanderin-chief at Viilis denying in the most positive manner 
that any Cossacks lind erssed the Persian frontier, His Exe that he 
trusted tha the tsk Asting Cons i 
more careful in the reports whieh le sont ¢ movements, as 
ho had caused a good deal of unnecessary: troubl \ stry of War and 
to that of Foreign Affairs by telegraphing reports whieh were subsequently proved 
to be unfounded, 

M.Ycharykof added that, having heard that Colonel Ouchakoif had left Tehran 
for Kasyin for tle purpose of payin, cks, peremptory orders hiad heen sent to 
him to return at once to the former plave; and M. de Hartwig had again received 


positive instructions that no Russian officer was to leave Tehran. Af. ‘charykoff said 
that the Russian Government were determined that their orders should bo punetually 
and faithfully obeyed, 
T have, &, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 


———————— 
[38010) No. 135. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 2.) 
(No. 475.) 
Sir, 
jorning, and he informed me 
ak to me in regard fo the misleading 
“Times” correspondent at Tehran, 
pject, and had been a member of one of the 
wished to sow distrust: botweon Russia and 
The special point to which His Majesty 
oa telegram which had been sent by the 
announcing that Colonel—or, to speak more correctly, Captain—Ouchakolt 
ehran for Tabreez to take command of the Cossacks who wer to operate 
against the latter town, On Sir G, Barclay having informed him that this news was 
e correspondent had not contradicted his former intelligence, but had 
a second telegram to the effect that Captain Ouchakoft had not yot loft 
ig it to be inferred that his journey to Tabrecz had been merely 
Postponed, Captain Ouchakoft had gone to Kasvin, not to Tabrooz, for the purpose ct 
Paying his detachment, and had been ordered back (as 1 knew) to ‘th 
M. ‘Tcharykolt said that on a former occasion His Majesty's Government had 
caused some warning to be conveyed ondent to bo more careful in the 
reports whieh he sent hon s vexatious that, when both Governments were 
doing their best to remove all misunderstandings and fo eo-oporate cordially together, 
news importanee of the “Times” should x navent 
whi ession that Russia was not acting straightforwa 
ion inf As the Emperor hiad ta 
thing towards remod, 
t of cow avish which Ilis Majosty expressed would 
ate attention from me, and that T would lay the matter before you, 
that it, was a little difficult to influence newspapers in any way, but’ the 
afl were, T personally was awaro, staunch es of good 
understanding with Russia, and it might be possible for a private hint to be conveyed 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSO. 





[38011] No. 136. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2,) 

(No. 478.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, October 27, 1908, 

SIR G, BARCLAY was good enough to communicate by telegraph to mo his 
telegram to you giving the text of the identi Memorandum which he and M. de Hartwig 
proposed should be addressed by them to tle Shah, respecting the elections at ‘Tabroos 
‘and an amnesty to all those who were recently in arms against the forces of the Persian 
Government. As T was paying a visit to M.Teharykoff this morning, T inquired 
whether he had received the text of the Memorandum aid, if so, what he thought of ite 
He replied Ghat he knew that a Memorandum was in process of preparation, bit he had 
nol received the text. I therefore read it to him; and he observed that he would ask 
AL. de Hartwig by telegraph ty send him the text as he would like to study it. At frat 
Sight it seemed to him undesirable and unnecessary that the elections should be held 
siuultaueously at Tabreez and in the other parts of the eountry, After what had passed 
he thought that there would be no harm in allo ing Tabreez to wait a little, say for a week 
ortso. ‘The peaceable inhabitants had, hie knew, addressed a telegram to the Shah and 
they hud been probably mere instruments of tie Caucasian revolutionaries during the 


[1022] L 
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recent fighting. If left to themselves they would probably have long ago come to terms 
with the Government forces, He had nothing to say against them; but there were the 
Caucasian revolutionaries, and it was uot in the interests of the Russian Government 
that these men should imagine tlat having organized and been the backbone of the 
rising they conld obtain with facility any terms they might desire, 

1 pointed out to M, 'eharykoff that if the elections were really being held on the 
27th October, that is to-day, in Persia th necessarily he some delay 
inhabitants of Tabreez exereised their el and, moreover, the revolutionaries 
to whom he alluded hiad not, 1 hise, and that therefore the holding 
of the elections vould not aifect th 

M. Teharykoff said that he did not believe that the right of voting was very 
carefully serutinized in Persia, Probably anyone delivered his vote without any question 
being asked as to whether he was entitled to do so. But the Russian Government had 
to consider what effect would be produced in the Caucasus, if concessions were 
immediately made at ‘Tabreez, ‘he British Government were in the fortunate position 
of being able to take a detached view of the matter, but it was not so with the Russian 
Government, especially as the intercourse between 
frequent aud close, ‘There had been a constant si 
provinees, and the revolutionaries on both sides of the border were in intimate touch, 
‘The Russian Government had now taken measures which they hoped would check this 
inevssant passing over the frontier from one side to the other, Moreover, although he 
quite understood that the immediate holding of elections at ‘Tabreez was intended as a 
alming measure, still as there were no Government troops within 100 or 200 miles of 
Mabrees, and as itwas not likely that Ainsed-Dowleh would be in a hurry to renew his 
military exploits, there was breathing time left 

He was, however, hie said, merely expressing preliminary opinions and he would 
wait for the (ext of the Memorandum, and after having studied it, would inform me of 
the modifications which he might deem to be advisable, 






















































T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON, 








[88012] No. 137. 


Sir a, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2.) 

No. 479.) 
ir, St, Petersburgh, October 27, 1908, 

IN accordance with the instructions conveyed to me in your telegram No. 546 of 
yestontay’s dato, I took occasion to inform M,'charykoff that inquiries had been 
Imulo as to the authority on which the Acting Consul-General at Tabreez had 
announced that a certain number of Russian Cossacks had crossed the Persian 
frontior with arms: and ammunition, Tt appeared that the fact of the Cossacks 
Having arrived at Julfa had heon ascertained by Mr. Stevens tluough the eustom- 
house, and that the report that they had actually erossed the frontier seemed to have 
Jeon derived from general information current in Txbreez, Ladmitted that it would 

more prudent if the latter and more important item of information had 
ed belore being telegraphed asa fact; but in any case Twas commissioned 
Dy you to express the regret of His Majesty’s Governiient that inaccurate information 
had heen sent, 

M, ‘Teh 




























that he was most grateful for the courteous and friendly 
mossiig iT had been instructed to deliver, and he expressed his sincere thanks 
to you, He asked if [had seen a telegram in’ the “Frankfurter Zeitung” that 
Russian battalions had crossed the frontier, Treplied in the affieimatiy 
Thad noticed that the olograph Agency had been authorized to characterize the 
statement as a pure invention, He observed that the nows of the “Pr 
Zeitung” was evidently texdaacieur, and he had hesitatel whether it was worth while 
giving ita denial, 

















I have, &e. 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 
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137882] No. 138. 















en) Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 

itd oo . St. Petersburgh, Novem! 

PERSIA, Your telegram No. 504 of the Slat ultimo, ee oe 
‘his evening 1 mentioned the situation at Tabreez to M; Iavolsky. TH 

il not move any force unless protection is imperatively called for, eae et 

a eee should pee) ue boule let me know before taking action. 

at owing to the serious losses which Russian trade was suflorine he oes 

Doing strongly pressed to take action of some sort, but that it was his intention io 

ain from doing s0. He really thought th at forbearance had been shown. 


by fi this matter. Unless Ri jects 
© ss sian subjects are atta ink a 
movement will be made by Russian Government. SEITE SEIS? 

































(38424) No. 139. 






Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolem, 





a 570.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. ign 2,19 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN relations, SELES E Ss 
(The following 
Czar.) 
Mucl 
Tondon 

























for use, entirely at your discretion, at your audience with the 





has been done to inspire confidence on this sid 
nd the frank conversation we. had together, 
s been encouraged and. strengthened. by 
in approaching the eri 

ithout warning, 


ras provoked in the press by the action taken fi 

f taken in the summer 
endeavour is tale to draw capital out of this by some 
» Uhave, however, been enabled to resist the agitarion he 
titude of restraint exhibited on the Persian frontier, in spite. cf 


le provocation, by Russia, whereby an improssl fi fi 
atlas ee iy i WY an impression of confidence is, being 


le by M. Isvolsky’s visit to 
‘r eae Hees to co-operate with 
‘ by the fact that wo experienced no 
is in tho Near East from the samo standpoint whon it 


































































[37882] No. 140, 





Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 





hie.) P. 
PERSIA: Situation at Tabreen, 
Please refer to your telegram No. 
The Russian Government hayes 
ent are fully apps 
that Russian ent will not be compelled to take actions bi 
it Russian Minister for Foreign Af h 
Such a course becomes absolutely necessar 






Foreign Office, November 2, 1908, 










7 of the 2nd instant, 











and His Majesty's 
hope most. sineorel 
ut have learnt, wi 

thas promised to inform you if 

















[37880] No. 141, 







Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barolay, 
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[37847] No, 142, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
No, 810) 
(Siete P: Foreign Office, November 2, 1908. 





WIL regard to the situation in Tabreca, T authorize you to send instructions to 
British Consulate-General at that town as set forth in the last paragraph of my 
telegram to Sir A, Nicolson, No. 564 of the 31st ultimo. 











1 





[38316] 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 
(Pelozraph 
PURS 





St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1908. 
35 of toalay (the rd November). 





















At then aveord toalay by the Czar L spokeon the subject of Persia, 
and said that the forbearance shown by’ Rutssin was fully: i His Majesty's 
Gov having a good effect o . In this latter 





connection [ instanced an article in y the substance had 
Heon telegraphed to St. Petersburgh, [ remarked that some misgivings had been 
used by Colonel Liakhoft's ac il Tis Majesty replied that he was confident that 
whom he knew well, would obey faithfully the strict instractions which 
Tt now reached him and whieh would avoid any future onplensant ‘he double 
dle and Commander of the Shah's 
eld by Colonel biakiiol hud, 11s Majesty explained, placed that olfiesr 
His Majesty declared that h out loyally the provi 
Convention, both in Persia and with re istan 























diet. 
ions of the 








gard to Afi 








(38430) No. 1th. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edirarit Grey.—(Received November 4.) 





phic.) P. St. Petersburgh, Ne 
PERSIA. With ref to the identic Memorandum to the Shali, which y 
1 No. 400 of the 2nd Novemubor to ‘Tehran authorizes Sir G. Barelay to present, 
ns have now been sent to the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran by the 








similiar 
Russian Government, 


(38402) No. 145, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 













November 4, 1908, 
n No. 808 of the Ist 





Your te! 





instant, 
T have re 





od a telegram trom My, Stevens reporting that the son of the late 
nites to annoy travellers and euravans without comple 
He tis proclatined hiss ni, but gives out th: 
Tehas been appointed hy: the Shik, Oxving: to th of thie Maku h 

the road to Evzecum isalso blocked, ‘The Manager of the Jutta road woutd Ii 
Russian troops to cross the frontier to. protect roal, and the anxiety of the 
Heussian colony: still continues, 

My, Stevens suggests that matters at Marand mi 
m. were sent by the Shalt 

ad L will maki 
ign Attairs, 










stopping them, 























de improved if a stron 












otic representations this afternoon throug 





disorders in the hope of Russia 
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[38428] No. 146. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 
(No, 359) 
(elezraphic.) P. Tehran, November 4, 1908. 


TABREEZ situation and the Julfa road. 

My telegram No. 858 of to-day's date. M, de Hartwig and I asked the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs this afternoon whether the men who were stopping the roads in the 
neighbourhood of Tabreez were acting under the Shah’s orders, and urged that His 
Majesty should telegraph to restrain them from this interference with trade if this 
were thie case, 

‘Ala-es-Sultanch aa 








ed that he could not reply to our inquiry officially until he 

ests, but he exprssed the belief that the Shak, 

the roads to be stopped. His 

rd suclh measures, but he maintained, 

ez of revolitionnries from the Caneasus, 
engers and goods on the rouls, 












secre tee gatt or 
necessary to examine pa 


that in order to 
bombs, &e, it wi 








[38428] No. 147, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 





(No. 576, 

(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 4, 1908, 
TLUSSIAN officers in Dorsin (s00 Sir G. Barelny’s tologram No, 860 of toclny 
hough we cannot propose such a course to the Russian Government unless they. 

afford us an opportunity to do so, it is probable that all the trouble would be ended by 

Ailireat on thelr part that, unloss Cie Shaly fullled is promiso of prococdin with a 

mand ceased to obstruct trade, the Russian officers would be withdrawn 





















(36798) No, 148, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 


Koreign Office, November 4, 1908, 








i08) During next hot, erason. i will nol, bo 
d to bo retained, The conduct of 
only thing necded is that they should 
ponsible for the guard having been 
it remains so, it will not be necessary to reinstate the 


velopram 
oy's oe jon, for Indian gi 
heen good; and th 
formed that: their good behaviour is. re 
witlidrawa, and that, provi 


















[38402] No. 149. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 









Foreign Office, November 4, 1908. 
“Acting Consul-General suggests 
that a “strong te % should be sent, but it is not clear to me to whom it is 
to be addressed. I should be glad to know what has becomo of Mr, Wratislaw. You 
should ask M. Hartwig whether, if he n communication with his Consul-General at 
Urumia, he could find out, 
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(38476) No. 150: 


Sir Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 5.) 





(No. 360.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 5, 1908. 
SITUATION at In reply to your telegram No. 315 of the 4th instant. 
clearly means that ‘a strong telegram” should be addressed to the men 
@ Shuja Mr, Stevens’ words are: “a strong telegram to those who 
ing annoyance at Maran.” 
le Hartwig has already inquired about Mr, Wratista 
tion with Urumia through Tabreez, His Excellency has prom 
soon as hie hay any news 
‘The Russian’ courier who should have reached Urumia on the Ist ins 
anotlicr letter from Mr, Stevens to Mr, Wratislavw, so that the latter should by 
well on his way to Tabree 













5 he is in communica- 
sed to let me know as 






















(38487) No. 151, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received November 5.) 





it ‘Tehran, November 5, 1908. 


lis Majesty's Act 
intervie 
forviguen 


at ‘Tabreez reports that he has had an 
|, who agrees that there is no danger to 
ts that ea now passing bety id Tal 
Tatter further states that he has reported to Tehran that business is being rest 
tor perfectly q 
Mr, Stevens and his Russian 
I hy a strong telegram from the Shia 
«joint re 
Ministor for Bore 
it seems to me thi 


















fare agreed that 
to the Shuja 
resentation whieh M, de Hartwi 
an Aflains was intended to cov 
ht now wait for the re 






Marand. 
sterday through the 
nd Maraud, and 





















[38428] No. 152, 





ward Grey to 





A, Nicolson, 
(No. bi 
(Holographic) 2. Foreign Office, November 5, 1908, 

ANY proposal on our part rolative to the Russian ollicers at Tehran might 
possibly be misconstrued hy the Russian Government, and Tam not sure that it would 
Do advisable for ts to propose that they should thi 
from th Shah, though this would bo apparoutly 
to 






















» host course to adopt with regard 

















[38617] 
Initia Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 6.) 
Sir, Initia Office, November 4, 1908, 
1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo 


regarding — 












1. The conditions of the Mining Concession on the Island of Sirri for which the 
Tocal agent of Messrs, Hadji Ali Akbar and Co. is about to apply to the Persian 
Government, 

2, The feasibility of supporting an application by Messrs, Strick for the Sirri 





Con 





1 concurrently with that of Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and Ci 


As regards the second 
are presumably those in co 
Mr. Wilson Fox to Mr, Strick 


nt, the semicofficial communications to which you refer 
ion with the letter of the 23rd October by 
n accordance with the views, conveyed semicofficially, 









o1 


of the Foreign Office. ‘The terms of that letter do not appear inconsistent with the 
instructions to Mr. Marling, in Sir E, Grey's telegram No. 266 of the 19th September, 
that, in view of the assurances received, the agent of Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and Co, 
should be informed “that no objection would be taken by His Majesty's Government 
s application.” At the same time Lord Morley does not consider that Messrs, 
application, should they decide to make one, could be supported actively to the 
detriment of that of Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and Co., though if the Persian Government, 
in thie exercise of their discretion, were to prefer to accept the offer of the former we 
should not be under any obligation, through the form of the pledge given to the latter, 
to interpose a veto. 
‘The general policy to be pursued in regard to the question of oxide in the Gulf 
pears to be governed by two considerations: (1) to promote British interests. by 
Keeping the business, ineluding the conveyance of the oxide to Europe, in British hands; 
2) to prevent the Hormuz Concession, held by the Moin-ut-'ajar, and any other Con- 
that may hereafier be granted, being worked for’ the benefit of foreign 
neree to the political and cominercial detriment of British inter 


































British Company contemplated by Mr. Jllinger could be formed. this, it seems, 
desicable to secure, if possible, for British commerce an alternative source of supply of 
oxide, of similar quality to that from Hormuz, s0 as to deprive the Moin of the advantage 
oth nt position as a monopolist. Fioni this point of view it would be unfortunate 
if Messrs, Hadji Ali Akbar and Co. the Sirri Concession, were tn work 
i ation to the interests of his Hormuz 








on obtaini 













As regards the first point in your letter, the conditions of the Concession sought by. 
Messrs, Hadji Ali Akbar and Co., 1 am to say that Lord Morley: is of opinion that 

, Barelay’s proposal should be approved, ad that the Persian Government should 
formed that “the grant of a Concession to an applicant not approved by His 
Majesty's Government would lead to the assertion by thei of the claims of the Joasmi 
Chief,” with the addition of a statement to the effect that “it must be clearly under- 
stool that such conditions ay may be attached to the Coneession shall not prejudice the 
question of the disputed status of the island,’ 

iam to add tat i might be desirable to ascertain what is suggested as to the 

(for which the Concession should run, and as to the conditions, ifany, on which 
1) be renewed, 





















Tam, &, 
nedl) A, GODLBY, 








(88658) No. 154. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 6.) 
(No. 243.) 
(te P) St, Petersburgh, November 6, 1908, 

. Your telegram No. 678 of to-day, 

‘No suggest that the I officers should he temporarily withdrawn would be a 
very delicate matter, but if no effect is produced by the identie Memorandum and the 
representations subsequently made with regard to trade routes, 1 might sound 
M. Isvolsky very cautiously as to the possibility of further measures and the form 
they might take. 

















(38658) No. 155. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No, 581.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, November 6, 1908, 
‘THE course of action which you suggest in your telegram No, 243 of to-day's date 
meets with my approval. 
Under the present circumstances the Shah, so long as he considers it cortain that 
Russia will continue to afford him protection, will continue to take no notice of our 
joint representations. This being the case, ‘the Russians alone can influence him, 



































though we cannot expect them to adopt any means for this end by which their influence 
at the Persian capital would be permanently weakened. I think, however, that Russia's 
Position, in the eyes of the better section of public opinion in Persia, would be 
strengthened by the judicious exercise of their influence with the Shab. 











(88806) No. 
Memoranita communicated by Mr. Wilson Fox (Board of Trade), November 7, 1908, 
for a few minutes, I told him 


in the following week, and that I 
s were as to the formation of a 


T SAW Mr, Strick on Friday, the 30th Octobe 
that I was expecting Mr, Bllinger to call on mo earl 
should Tie wlatl to know what. is (Mr, Strick’s) vie 


















Comjiny ‘acquisition o” iron oxide on Ormuz 
Mr, Strick gave me to understand that he was not favourable to joining a Compa 
though he dill not actually say that he sould not. Cthen sail that L thonsht, it it were 





found possible to get nya Company, that he might well consider whether he could not 
come to terms with Mr. Ellinger on the lines of th fiations in July and Angus 
last, nan that Mr, Strick should buy bid. ,000 tons, over a period of 
two and whalf years, [told him that this might be his last chance of acquiring the 
Ormuz, oxide, and expressed the hope Uiat he would consider the matter very earetully. 
Tasked him to think over the terms on whieh he would buy the Ormuz oxide; so that he 
would be prepared to discuss the water on a practical basis with Mr, E % 

Faded that, if he refused the Ori e now, there was some danger of the 
dusiness going: to Germany, and that he might never get a similar eh 

T ened the conversation hy suggesting that L should asl Mr. Ki 
ick in order that they might disenss the whole, and Mr St 

for this purpose if he called. 


























ser to call on 
Mr, greed to see 


Mr, Eli 








(Signed) A. WILSON FOX, 
October 81, 1008, 





Mr. Hillinger called upon me t 
informed him that during his absone 
ni thant Jie did Hot seem very anxio 





ay (the 2nd November) at the Board of Trade, 
abroad Thad seen Mr. Stric 

to take part in a Company in conneet 
the jisition of the iron oxide in Ormuz, At the sa Jed that Mr, St 
Had nover said that he would not joita Company. Usaid that Lthonght that Mr, Stri 
would probably prefer Co make a contract himself with the Mouia, if suitable terms were 
offered him, 

Lreminded Mr, Bilinger that Mr, Strick hat been willing to give the Monin the 
price lie asked for the oxide, namely, 426.61, a ton, but that he eoukd not agree to some 
Gf the other stipulations, and what he specially objected to was the absence of any 
gunruntee as to te quality of the oxid : 

told Mr, Bilinger iat Mr, Strick was the obvious person to come to terms with if 
Hie could, In the first place, Mr, Stries ips, alt she would get profit 
froin the freight as well as {rom the sale of oxide, he would he in better position to offer 
favourable terms than any one else; secondly, he was an expert in d ng with oxide 
ad knew where to get a markets thirdly, Mr. Strick wi 
have against him, and as every one always consulted him “1 
oxide, he could probably prevent the formation of a Company, or possibly ruin on 
establishe 

Mr, Ellinger qareed with ne that it would be better for hiim to make terms with 
Mr, Strick if possible, and he also appeared to. agree with the view that Mr. Strick 
could probably stop a Company being formed if he chose to do so, He wanted to 
Know how far Leould help bin in the City by bringing the scheme to the notice of 
some finaneie 

1 replied 































































1, ‘Phat at present there was no practical scheme to put before any one, and that 
if Mr. Bilinger wanted to raise any money, he must get something definite on paper 5 
something which City men would really: consid some information from an 

ert point oF view as to the amount of oxide on Onnuz, the quality, and the prospect 
0,000 tons of oxide of this quality being obtainable during the next twenty yeurs 5 
also, the cost of wetting the oxide to Eusland, the probable selling price per ton, the 











seriously 
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profit to be made, &e. ; also, if possible, to give the names of some supporters of the 
scheme. 

2, That if I showed a document drawn up by Mr, Ellinger to any financiers in the 
City, they would haye to consider it entirely on its merits from a business point of views 
that'1 was not a Company promoter, neither could the Board of ‘Trade take up such a 
position; also, if Mr. Strick did not. join the Company I should feel bound to point this 
out, because by not so doing I should be concealing a very material fact, as the hostility 
of Mr, Strick to a Company would be a real danger. 














Tasked Mr, Ellinger how much capital he could raise in Manchester, and to my 
surprise he replied that he did not think that he could raise any, T was under the 
impression that when he was suggesting forming a Company earlier in Uhe year he had 
some Manchester backing, It is pretty clear that he knows no one of any financial 
stan the City of London, and ‘that his hopes of raising money rested on the 
prospect of obtaining assurances from the Government and using them asa prost of the 
Security of the investment, He also had got it into his mind that the Government 
would never let the business go to Germany. 1 told him that T doubted if the Germans 
were surch reckless people as to buy oxide at a faney figure for a long term of years, and 
als ran the risk of having the business ruined by Strick’s competition, for assuredly if 
Strick let Ormuz go it would be hecause he thought that he coull! successfully compete 
in the rear future by some means or other. 

I then took Mr, Ellinger over the terms of the Mouin’s offer, and [ think 
Leonvinced him that they were untenable—that no business man would look at them, 
Mr, Bllinger said that le was very anxious to discuss what terms would be acceptable in 
the City. I told! him that under the Mouin’s present. terms he must bear in mind that, 
the possible profit to the investor was only 10 per cent—nothing like a snflicient 
inducement, having regard to. the risks to be run under the Mouin's terms; that the 
capital asked for to start with was far too large; that the quality of the oxide must 
he guaranteed; and that the Mouin would have to suggest better terms in other 
particulars, 

T added that if a Company eannot be got up the next best thing to do was for him 
to try to wet Mr, Strick to make the arrangement discussed in July and. Anigust, 
namely, that Mr. Strick should buy 20,000 tons over a period of two and a-hait years at 
42x, Gd. a-ton, 

Lalso indicated that posibly he might join hands with Mr. Strick and sell the 

ine the Mouin a share oF the profits'or a royalty, Mr. Strick also having the 

















































sstion of “assurances” to the Monin, said that, so fur ay 
e assurances given by the Foreign Office in regard to the Company suggested in the 
spring of this year, I had no reason to suppose that they would not apply. to a 
Company promoted now, though I could give no definite statement on that point; that, 
80 far as assurances to secure the personal safety of the Mouin and his sons went, L could 
say nothing, that being entirely a matter outside my knowledge and province, 

Thowover expressed the opinion that 1 thought that it would be time enough to 
raise tle question of assurances when Mr, Ellinger was more certain whether it would he 
possible to zet up a Company at all. 

Mr. Ellinger subsequently left to call on Mr. Striel 
again) at noon to-morrow (‘Ducslay), 





























a the Cit 





and is to see me 





(Sig 





dl) A. WILSON POX. 


November 2, 1908. 








Mr, Ellinger called upon me at the Board of ‘Trade on ‘Tuesday, the 3rd November, 
He had previously called on Mr, Strick, who appears to have told him that he was nob 
disposed to go into Mr. Ellinzer’s proposed Company, Mr. Elinger told me that one of 
the reasons ziven was that it was for too long a period (twenty years). But this is by 
no means the main reason. Mr. Strick thinks that the terms offered are gencrally 
much too onerous—a “ wild-eat” scheme, as he described it to me on the telephone=— 
and further, the inducements offered to Mr, Strick to participate are not good enough 
for him. 

Mr. Ellinger agreed with me that he did not think that a Company could be got 
up if Mr. Strick did not participate, but he threw out the suggestion that His Majesty's 
Government might find some money. I told him to dismiss this idea from his mind, 
and that if he wanted to get British money for this enterprise it must be on a business 
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basis, Ureminded him ths gn Office had shown considerable interest in the 
matter, and hud, earlier in the year, given certain assurances, and that this would 
certainly be of value if the proposal made by the Mouin was one tliat could be enter- 
tained by British investors, Pie 

T then told Mr, Ellinger that if the formation of a Company was impossible, lie 
had better concentrate on making an agreement with Mr, Stri He said that he 
Had discussed this with Mr, Strick, and that he did not think that an agreement was 
impossible, He thought that Mr, Strick might take between 20,000 aud 30,000 tons 
of oxide at 42s, Gi! a-ton if the other terms were suitable. He asked me what induce- 
ment there was for the Mouin to make @ contract with Mr, Striek instead of se 
he was at present, to the highest bidders, I replied that, in the first place, the Mouin 
would Know exactly what his revenue would be from the oxide for two and a-half or 
three years; and sceondly, I thought that the Shali would find it very difficult to seize 
the Mouin’s property if there was a oud fide contract existing between him and a British 
subj 





















































y ger seemed an: 
that difficulties had arisen 
alded that he thous 
Company, 1 


Ws that the Foreign Office and India Office should know 
connection with the formation of the Company, and he 
ight Ve able to find some money to put into the 
they would not do so, but as he expressed the 
wish to see Sir Richmond Ritehic, 1 went over to the Tudia Oilice with him and saw 
Sir R, Ritchie, 
Mt the India Office 1 int 























rmed Sir R, Ritehie that Mr. Str 





k was indisposed to go 








info i Companys that the terms offered Ly the Mouin were not considered good 
by business men, and, generally, that it was very improbable whether a 





Company could be got up. without Mr, Siriek's co 
ais still some hope that Mr, Hllinger and Mr, Strick wight come to terms upon the 
Dusis of the negotiations whieh tois place between them in July and August last, 

Mr. Bllinger then raised the point about Government monetary assistance towards 
the formation of a Company, and we held out no hope of this, [said that the British 
comjorcial interests abronil were so vast that if the Government took to putting money 
into enterprises whieh business men would not take up on a commercial basis, there 
would he no cud to the demands for such action on their part. Tadded that if the 
Government adopted such a poliey they would, moreover, liave to appoint agents. or 
nominate representatives as Directors of Companies to see that the business was being 
minaged properly and their money expended in the right way, 

il that he thought that the Governnient might help, as they are 
Amnious! to Ket up the Company, Bul Sir TR, Ritchie nger that the 
De oMTenImo) Rooks hisn #0) 4N6 oreipie Ode ally. thls eons Uae Wag) lo: wh 
suggested the Company ant asked for assurances, and that itwas when the negotiations 
with Mr. lllinger and Mr. Suriek broke down in the summer that further consideration 


tion, But F added that there 













































of the Company was suggested, We again reminded Me, Lillinger that the Foreign 
Onice hal y given hima good de it in this inatter, 





Mr. Ellinger thought that so 
direction of a contiact, and he told m 
ani! make a proposal 


lit be do 
subsequently that 


with Mr. Strick in the 
to Mr, Strick 





¢ would Wri 





(Signed) A, WILSON FO: 





Ny 





‘euber % 108. 


1 saw Mr, Strick on Wednesday 





ening, the 4th nher, at the Board of Trade, 
Linformed him tat Tunderstood from Mr, Bilinger that he was not disposed to join a 
Company for the acquis iron oxide in Ormuz, 1 also said that £ bad told 
Mr. Hllinger that { thought it nulikely that he could without 
Mr, Strick's support, and that, in any even lid not do so 
unless the present torins offered hy the Monin were consid: Faded that 
Thind told Mr Pilger that if & Company could not bi 
do was for hin and Nir, Strick to come to terms, if possible on the fi 
put torvard in July and Angst list, [also informed Mr, Suvi 
told mie before we parted that hie would make a proposal 
those lin 






















Dt up, a 








that Mr 
nl writing on 











Sirick again informed me that he would not take part fi 

and T then asked him if he would consider very 
not take’ 20,000 tons of osiile at 426, 4, aston, to he deliv 
two and a 






ger's proposed 
ly whether he could 
within a period of about 








lif years, [pointed out that if he let this opportunity go he wight not get 
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anothier, adding that T did not know how much risk there was of the business going to 
the Germans, Dut of course there was some risk 

Mr. Strick said he had thought very earefilly over the matter that there might. be 
some litile risk in the Germans getting the business; but hie was prepared to face that, 
because he firmly believed that Mr, Ellinger and the Mouin were “in a hole,” and he 
thouslit that they would have to come to him presently if he waited his time, 

Mr, Strick said that he hal sold most of the stock he himself had in England to 
Te delivered to customers in America, extending over the next twelve months; that 
Mr. Ellinger had 3,500 tons in England at the present time, and he thought that he had 
probably either advanced money on this to the Mouin or had raised it for him, 
Mr, Ellinger had also got 1,500 tons in Germany on which money had probably been 
advanced, and in addition the Mouin had 10,000 tons in Ormuz ready to sell, Now, 
as the world’s annual demand for Ormuz oxide is only 6,000 to 8,000 tons, according 
to Mr. Strick’s estimate the Monin and Mr. Ellinger have 15,000 tons on hand they 
want to sell now, on some of which money has probably been advanced, In addition, 
Mr. Strick arranged for the sale of, I believe, 000 tons in America during the 
nest twelve months, ‘Therefore, according to Mr. Strick, the Monin has a good deal 
more on his hands than, he ean sell at the present time, and Mr, Ellinger may be in a 
very awkward position if he has advanced money to the Mouin on the consignments 
already shipped to th y said that he should not be 
surprised if th 

Tn these ¢ r 
for the present. rick says that he will keep us fully informed whenever fie hears 
anything relating to Ormuz, 

T think that everything that can be done has been done to get the Ormuz oxide 
into British hands for'a term of years, but it is impossible to;compel people to enter into 
contracts. It is pretty elear, 1 think, that the Germans eannot get a Concession for the 
Onnuz. oxide without running risks of considerable financial losses, It is to. be hoped 
that Mr. Strick is right in his iden that he may sll get the opportunity of taking the 


business, and on better terms thian now offered, 
























































(Signed) \, WILSON FOX, 
November 4, 1908. 





[88730] No, 157. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Recoived November 7.) 


omber 4, 1908, 
norship of Kain, 
the proposal of Sir B, Grey to 
nent of Hashmat-ul-Mulk 0 that post. 
mment of India is inclosed. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


Sir, India Office, Ni 
IN reply to your lotter, dated the 26th ultimo, as to the Gov. 
ed 








Tam dire 





say that 





take no furth 
A co] 





y of a telegram sent to the Govi 








Inelosure in No. 157. 
Viscount Morley to Government of Initia. 


Lortia Office, November 4, 1908. 
v rain of the 14th September 

It is inexpedient to ofler further opposition to Haslmat-uls 
as Governor of ‘Whe doctrine is essentially sound whieh is laid down. in 
Mr, Marling’s letter to His Majesty's Consul in Siisian, could be borne in mind 


for gu of our Consuls (see despatch of the 2nd ultimo from Iis Majesty's 
‘Minister at Tehran), 








ulk’s appointment 







































(38758) 








Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Noveutber 





seraphic.) DP, Tehran, November 7, 1908. 
oxide on Hormuz Island. 

T have been informed by Moin-ut-Tujar that he hears that the Persian Legation in 
London are attempting to sell his Concession for Hormuz red oxide to certain 
Englishmen, Ho presumes that Strick is one of them, but he does not know any of 
their names for certain. Moin seems to think that His Maje: Government are 
nt of the affair, but I have told him that I feel s that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment know nothing about it, and that I have heard nothing of any such scheme. 





















Bllinger might perhaps be asked if he knows anything of the alleged negotiations. 
Moin-u/Pijar gave me to understand that Ellinzer i ngage! in negotiations for 







the formation of a Company 
moment for Blinger to urge Moin. 
Company. 





in rovised conditions; it might be an opportune 
‘Tujar to come to terms as regards the proposed 








(38782) No. 159, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received November 7.) 





P, Tehran, November 7, 1908, 
GUARDS for the Oil Syndicate. Your telegrams Nos, 802 and 313 of the 
27th ultimo and the Ath instant respectively. 

T havo referred the question of the retention of the guard to Captain Lorimer, 
who is of opinion that it should he retained, However, lie is quite agrecd tliat there 
is another side to the question, and suggests that Wilson should be consulted. I 
hayo adopted th 

Captain Lo 














ne time that Mr. D’Arey should be able to judge, 
with his expe i, whether the guard should be retained, provided 
that he is made aware that, firstly, it was not on account of any active good-will on 
tho part of the Khans that quict has been maintained at the oil works; secondly, 
that their guanls have not improved, and have been the eause of troubles and thirdly, 
how i the Government would be able or willing, in case of need, to reintroduce the 
guard. 


nce of the Bakh 

















(88811) No. 160. 





Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edieard Grey—(Received November 7.) 
(No. 365.) 
(Pelographic.) _P. 
JULPAPABRELZ road, 
With referonce to my telegram No. 
the Ministor for Poroigit ff 
to tho holding up of the sulfa road, 





Tehran, November 7, 1908. 












of the 4th instant, [ have received from 








with ordinary: 
olutionaries and munition 











(38815) No. 161 


Sir. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, (Received November S.) 
(No. 247.) 
(Delegraphic.) 2. 


St. Petersburgh, November 8, 1908. 
‘Velogram No, 


han, Shah's abrogation of the Constitution. 
to-morrow and will sound him as to whetlier 


from’ 









Russia would feel disposed to recall her officers as a sign of the ¢ 
Russian Government, and as an evident and public proof that the 
action of the Shab. 

Objections of vations kinds will, I expect, be raised 








inst this suggestion. 








(88812) No, 162. 


OS eater Ne 8) 
.. 366.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Tehran, November 8, 1908, 
A DEMONSTRATION protesting against the Constitution, and organized by the 
entourage of the Shah, took place at Bagh-i-Shah yesterday. A deputation, consisting 
of somo hundreds of persons representing all clisses cf the population, went to the 
Shah’s camp and was there received by the Grand Vizier and other members of the 
Ministry. After reading to t! rams which had been reeciyed from the pro 
one from 1] for the abandonment of the Constitution, the 
ourt officials then presented to the deputation, for their signature, a Petition in’ the 
sauie sense. All present, includi auent, which was 
then carried to the Majesty, after some show of reluctance, and a declara- 
tion to the effect that he had been on the point of issuing the Electoral’ Lav, promised 
he would instruct the Grand Vizier in the sense desired by those who had signed 
the Petition. 
Iv is probable that most of the petitioners signed throngh fear of the consequences, 
for one of the Ministers tells me that he only signed on that account, 
Tam informed by the German Minister that he fears that people will take refugo 
on masse at the German Legation. 
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(38813) N 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 8.) 








Tehran, November d, 19S, 
fitution, Your telegram No, 309 of the 2nd instant 
‘This afternoon M. de Uartwig and L handed to the Ministor for Foreign Affairs 
the identic Memorandum addressed to the Shab, 








(38870) No, 161. 





Nicoison to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 9.) 





ir it. Petersburgh, October 30, 1908, 
1 TOOK an opportunity yesterday of mentioning to M, “Veharykofl that, in 
eousequence of what hie hid told’ me on Sunday last us to the I i 
curate information which the “Times” i 
into the matter. I said that the information sout by 
in accordance with the actual facts, Captain 
jas true he had only gone to Kusvin, and 
chinent in an advance on ‘Tabrecy hut: 
nident therefore had correctly: given the fuets, 
ittingly, perhaps—for 4 wrong interpretation 
Ouchakofl, My Governmont, | added, 
arisen, and 1 could tell hin that now 
in which the Russian 
“had throughout 
jon, and T was sure that it would 
‘unfornded reports which asta doubt on the 




































‘The correspo) 














du 
the Times” w: auvare of the corr 

were observing the Convention, 
hoen «staunch supporter of the Anglo-Russian Couven 
not willingly give publicity 
















off expre 





sure with the tenour of my remarks, and said 
nat he would take His Majesty the Emperor should be made acquainted 
with them. Hewas sure that Ilis Majesty would be quite satisfied with the explanations. 


(1022) ae 












































‘The Emperor, he might tell me, was most anxious that the Convention should be 
observed iu the most loyal manner, and was naturally a little sensitive if any doubts 
arose on that point. 





Thave, &e. : 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 








[38874] No. 16: 





Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 9.) 
(No. 487.) 









"MM, ISVOLSKY mentioned to me y 
from Tabree : 





es owing to the stagnation of commerce, 
was most unwilling to take decided measures for the 
purpose of affording security. to Russian subjects, but that it would he most difficult to 
abstain from some measures if the present condition of affairs was allowed to continue 
indeli 





















uurprised to hear that the town was in a disturbed state, as T 
a telezram reporting that all was quiet and that the bazaars 
Had reopened. Tt was truo that the dulfa road was interrupted, but T was not sure 
whetlior this was on account of the activity of the Shab's horsemen or for what reason. 
M. Tsvolsky- asked if 1 could lot him see the telegram to which 1 referred ; and on 
niy xehirn home I sent hin a paraphrase of Sir G, Barclay’s telegram No, 
asked whether he would ike me to suggest that further inquivies should be ma 
Haye not yet reecived w reply, 

Although doubtless Russian commerce is suffering lo 
T trust that the Russian Government will conti 
M. Iavolsky that it would be well to hasten the pre 
to the Shah so that the removal of the di 
lis Mxcelloney said he would send me 
modlifications Whieh the Russian Cove 








hud received the day befor: 


































by te prolon; 
t. I mentioned to 































Id ve an ane morning, in the 
nyeanvhile y No. addendum. to. the 
Memorandum, te, 1g the modifications. 
suigaested Hy the Russian Government until T have h M. Isvolsky whether he 


agrees with the wldendam, which 1 communicated to 








(3887s) 0, 166, 


Sir, Nicolson to Sir iioard Grey. —(Received November 9.) 





(Nos 192.) 
Si, 





Petersburgh, November 1, 1 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of sone dueuments whieh T 
twevived from M. Iavolsky in regard to the identic- Memoraudusn whieh 
that the British and Rus dress to the Shalt of Pe 
th sal of the disabi has been imposed ou Tabrees i 
‘ul lio for te pixposs oF expediting the falSlment of the pr 
respecting the publication of the Electoral Law. 


















concerning 
tof elections, 
f His Majesty. 





Thaye, &e, 
\ NICOLSON. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 





Aide-ménoire, 


AINST que M. 
le Gowers 
tions 


ykow avait ddd eu Ty 
Foonsiddre qu'il serait 
2 du projet dune communicatic 





pod ti es moditica- 
1 fire A Sa Majesté 
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Schah par Jes Représentants de Russie et de la Grande-Brotagne ’\ Téhéran au sujet des 
Alections en Azerbaidjan, 
Ainsi, le Gouvernement Tmpéia 
s dans la dite prov 






al pense qu'il vaut_ mieux siabstenir de fixer la date 
e, dautant plus que celle qui est indiquée dans le 
projet (1 Chavval (14 (27) Octobre) ) est dgja éeoulée, et dabandouner le choix de cette 
date aux décisions ultérieures du Gouvernement Persav. La présence d'un grand 
nombre danarchistes Russes au camp de Sattar Khan oblige le Gouvernement. Ttusse 
Aime prudence particulidre dans la rédaction d 
de lui donner le earactére d'une conces 
































5 provinces ne_ pour 
x de la population ¢ 
dent dauis les élections du prem 
es les provine: 

ee, le Gouvernement Tmpérial propose que, dans ln premidre phrase 
du projet, apris les mnots “de Ini permetire de prendte part aux élections,” les mots 
“fixées pour le 1st zZ mis; il trouve préfeérable ensuite que la seconde 
de la densi les mots “en yue de calmer définitivement. cette 

suit: “de daigner aeender Xl population de eotte 

set de donner en ontre a cette occasion une iunnistic. yondrale 
Majesté qui ont été mélés au récent mouvement révolution- 












Sues 





















Le Ministdre Tinpérial des Aflaires It 
TAmbassade Britaunique de bien vouloie lui fi 

an sujet des modifications proposd 
coumunication, modifi 





hes serait fort reconnaissant a 
connuitre lavis du Cabinet de 
Ta, texte complet du projet de 
ans le sens du présent aide-mémoire, se trouve sous ce 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le V7 Octobre, 














908, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 166, 





Draft Ientic Note to be communicated to the Shah ty the Representatives of Great Britain 
and Russia at Tehran respecting Azerbaijan Elections, 


ents parvenus A la Légation de Russie [d’Anglotorre), 
Sest stablio cos deniers jours dans PAzorbate 
























nivoyer ces. jours 
ant, “de Tui 
Ia Co 


ui 









(a Augleern: 
Aattirer Vattention de votte offet opportun dans ces 
circonstances, en vue de cali cette province, de duignor ageorder Iu 
popillation de cette dernidre la a Ge, et de donner tn outre & cette occasion 
A tous Tes sujets de votre Majesté qui ont été méléy au récont 








Tuclosure 3 in No, 166, 
M, Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 18 (31) Octobre, 1908. 
JE, fassocie untidrement d Vidéo suguérde par le Gouvernement Britannique, qui 
1h communication ideutique de nos deux Ministres ‘Teheran quelques 
ler au Schah la nécessité de procéder au plus vite & lu publication do la 













e phrase de cette communication pourrait, si vous n'y 
jections, étre rédigé “Eu méine temps le Ministre de Russie 
autorisé par son Gouvernement 1 témuiguer sa surprige au sujet da 
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retard survenn dans la promulgation de In Lot Hlectorale et 2 expriner Pespoir que Sa 
hah doniem suite A ses promesses sans pexte 

savoir aussitét que pos 

approuyée par uf, pour ime donner la possi 
AM, de Hartwig des instructions en ce sens, 






rédaction est 
a 








Srement dévous, 


ISVOLSKY. 








[88880] No. 167. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Siv Edward Grey.—(Recrived Nocember 9.) 
(No. 194.) 
Sir, 

I VERBALLY communicated to M. Isvols 
your telegram No. 561 in rogard ty the condition 
impression which would be produced in Great Br 
to that town, 

M, Isvolsky, who is now tlorong! 
subject, remarked that 

haracter, but that he was rece 
subjects in Pabreox and the 
one desi than he did that tranquility: sk 

do nothing which could hamper that desirable eventualit 
proved to be in really 


St. Petersburgh, November 2, 1908. 
ing the substance of 
preez district and th 


roops were to silvanico 















ware of tHe fecli 
willing to take an 
nit appeals ss to £ 
losses whi 





in England on 

of a. strong 
of the Russian 
No 
and he would 



































bjects prot 
f few months, 
jonckendowfl that you had declined 
f Persian nationalists who were on a visit to London, on the 
‘s Government could not interfere with the internal affairs of 
pleased with your decision. 
Russian Government will not take any steps unless ciren 
ly cull for them andi M, Isvolsky: promised to let me know before 
stops wereadopted. Estbinit chat now that dhe Russian Government are full 
the views provalent among the public in Englend and have 

ui tut thoy will not move exeept in urgent circumstance: 
make no further representations. 





really show the grea 
He mentioned that hy liad Kear trom, Count 
to receiveen ilopatation 
gronndl st His Mi 


































T have, &e. 
il) A. NICOLSON. 








{38885 | No. 168. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Receiced November 9.) 
(No. 190.) 
Nin St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1908. 

1 TOOK an opportunity yestorday of saying to the Emperor’ that Twas extremoly 
sony tat ho hid beow vexed by x telogram which had appeared in the Vin 
its correspondent in Tohean, hut that Fwas glad to say that the inisundenst 
ficon entirely cleared np. His Maje id that T should think no more 
mittor; he had been annoyed at the moment, lisliked being considered distoy 
Dut the ineidont Id now passed out of Mis a T told His Majesty: that he 
doubtless seen a toleger nary of an in Mond: 
it would appear that that jownal had fully recognized the loyal 
Tussin was executing the Convention in respect to Persia, My Government, | could 
auld, were scunsible of thi forbearance which Russia had displayed in deaing with the 
distunbed condition in Northern Persia, which 1 knew had caused considerable losses 
(G Rhisstan trade, Public opinion in gland, and especially those sections of it which 
were strongly in favour of the Constitutional movement in 
uch stirred by the astion of Colonel Li 
joy aotion, whieh he appearance of interve 
Persia, You, 1 added, observed ser lously the principles of non: 
lad declined to receive a deputation of Persian nationalists who were at present 
London, 
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‘The Emperor said that Count Benckendorft had informed him of your having 
abstained from receiving the Persian deputation ; and he decided also to take no. steps 
which conld be interpreted as intervening in Persian internal affairs. Ho certainly wus 
determined to abide by the spirit and letter of the Convention. As to Colonel Liakhof, 
he knew that officer very well, and had a high opinion of him. He was an exellent 
alGier, andrew Sai ally Glearrelany oro LOW HOy Geta Te Lad noir ay) 
furnished with very strict instructions as to his future conduct, and His Majesty din 
not anticipate that any further unpleasantness would occur. Colonel Liakhoff had 
been in a difficult position in his dual capacity of Commander of the Shah’s bodyguard 
and of instructor to the Persian Cossack Brigade, 
T did not consider that it would be prudent to pursue this topic further, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 

























(38859) No. 169, 
Count de Salis to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Norember 9.) 


(No. 240, Commercial.) 

Sir Berlin, November 8, 1908, 
WITH reference to Sir Frank Lascelles’ despatch No. 187, Commercial, of the 

August last, I have the honour to eall your attention 








26th 




















Luealatealiie 
All the German 
red for up-to-date 
isular Reports of British Consular 
Persia, “The German Logation at ‘Tehran is too under-stalled to devote 
much attention to commercial affairs, and Vebran itself is not a commercial conte, 
Dr. Grothe strongly recommends the establishment of at least a Viee-Consulate in 
tlie interests of commeres, and of an Consulate at: Tabieon, 

x0 of the whole count 
roihie thon quotes a number of figuies from thie © Statistique Comnaretile, 
‘Pableau Général du Commerce avec les Pays Btrangers” for 1906-7, in orler to show 
that the internal troubles in connection with the constitutional movement. did not: 
affect the country as much as has been gencrally supposed. In 1906-7 Persian trade 
sulfered no actual set-back, and although the imports into the country: exceeded tho 
exports the diflerence mnst be to some extent covered hy the extensive smugslins 
which is not taken into account in official statistics, 
‘Yhe increase during the past twenty-five years in Persian trade with Russia as 
compared with that with Bngland wiitestably shown by the latest flares 
morly England had the Von's share of Persian commeneo, whereas in 1907 Itussia 
it trade of exports and imports with Persia valued at 
d. to Gd.), England following with 168,930,000 krans asa 


marks by eee ing of the | 
gard to Ue conditionsof trade in Po 
out of date, and German inquirers are re 
to the Diplomatic and Ci 






























































447,788,000 krans (1 kran 
bad second. 





in Persian trad 
Tn 1901-2 her commerce with Pei 







at present holds the sixth pla 


but slic is making 
slow and steady progress 


at Was valued at 
It 
is more especially noticeable » Persian Gulf serviee 
the Hambury ny have greatly 
tin quantity (1,61 313 hans in 1900-7, as eompaged With 170,544 rans in 

If account be taken of the German goods which enter Persia through India 
and are reckoned as being of English origin, and those which travel viii Bagdad and 
are reckoned as of Turkish origin, Dr, Grothe estimates Germany's total trade with 
Persia at about the value of 8,000,000 marks to 10,000,000 marks, 

Germany should, in the writer's opinion, lose no opportunity of ousting Russia 
in the north and west of Persia, particularly in the provinee of Azerbaijan, where the 
Persians are boycotting Russian goods, in revenge for Russia’s encouragement of tho 
reactionary part German commercial firm, Arslan and Co., have established 
themselyes in Tabreez. ‘The Levant Line calls twice a month at Trebizond, which is 
the starting-point of the trade route via Erzeroum to Tabreea; it would not therefore 


(622) 2D 
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be difficult to establish fixed conditions of freightage from Hamburg to Tabreez, 
which would enable the prices of goods in abreez to be calculated with greater 
certainty, ‘The writer of the article advocates the establishment of a “German- 
Persian Commercial Society” which should undertake the improvement of means of 
communication, of facilities for transmission of goods, &e., and which, supported 
by the existing German banks in the country, might develop a very useful and 
profitable activity, ‘The German Representative at Tehran, according fo Dr. Grothe, 
has for years preparing the way for German commercial enterprise in 

chants have taken advantage of the opportunities 


























T have, &e, 
(Signed) J, ve SALIS. 





[39089) No. 170. 


Sir 





jealson (0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 9.) 

(No. 249.) 

(Telographie,) Ps St. Petersburgh, November 9, 1908. 
RSL. My telegram No, 247 of the Sth November, 

M. Isyolsky, whom TL saw this morning, informed me that no news at all as to 
receit events in Tehran had reached him from there, He hus telegraphed, however, 
1 the Russian Minister for a report. As the 1 us presented the identic 
ranidui yesterday, and as it would appear 
the ution but has only fustru i 
i i andonment, there may be hope that he w 


prom 



























f tho Shah really violated his 

two Govern- 

per 

jeir Government, Th 

hat no help was to, 
two grave ol 












, solue serious notice o} 
ments, He asked what form st 
Russiin officers mizht ho witha 
Government would thus prove ¢ 
from Itussia, M. Isvolsky pointe 

tops firstly, cithion Gorin or Austrinn officers would be inn ly called in to 
rephicw the Russias; or, secondly, the Cossack brigade, deprived of its European 
offivers, would he rendered qui nee of order, I did 
pursue the matter further, for, 1, it will be easy ton 
toit, and, moreover, th ousider his promise 
tu thie petitioners, Petitions were not 
spontaneous, but li 








































of the Court. 





139089) No. 171 





Hainard Grew to Sir A. Nicolson 





phic.) P. 
should naturally Taye to make it ¢ 


Bateign Off mb 
arto the Shalt that suo off ny 
other nationality ould he allowed to take the places of the Russian officers in the 
ovintof the latter heing withdrawn, he abrogation of the Coustitution by the Shab 
will put him in the wrong so that an_excellent opportunity: will be afforded to 
tho [ussians of alliying th of the Nationalists, who otherwise may possibly 
attonpt to thwart Russia and Englind by enlisting the sympathy of another Pe 

It would be good thing if we eonld discover some 
Anssiv’s disapproval of the action taken by the Shah, but we should not go count 
the wishes of the Russian Gow r 
oflicer 





9, 1908, 
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No. 17 





(38812) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





(No. 316.) 
‘legraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 9, 1908, 
PERSIAN Constitution, 





With reference to your telegram No. 366 of the 8th instant, a bast en masse would 
clearly betray a political motive, and you should therefore use every effort to prevent 
the British Legation being used for purposes of bast. 





[39167] No. 173. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 10.) 





(No. 
(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran, November 10, 1908, 
“BAST” in His Majesty's Legation. Your telogram No. 316 of yesterday's date. 
‘The fears of the German Minister in regard to a“ bast’ en masse at his Legation 
Troported in my No, 366 have not heen realized so far, 
‘There is no indicat jempt to take refuge at this Legation,, 










whi 








(39245) No. 174, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Receined November 10.) 





(No, 370.) 
(Velegraphic.) P, Tehran, November 10, 1908. 
‘THE Shah and the Constitution. My telegram No. 367 of the 8th instant. 

‘The following is confidential ;— 


















M. do Hartwig and I have asked the Shah for private audiences in order to 
emphasize our identic representations, of the Stlv instant, and to advise Tis Majesty to 
fullil his engagements and establish a constitutional régime notwithstanding the 
demonstration of the 7th instant. 

His Majesty will receive us separately on the 12th instant. 

































(38758) No. 175, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, : Foreign Office, November 10), 1908. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir 1, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 4th instant respecting Red Oxide Concessions in the Persian Gulf, 
am to trans ier telegram, dated the 7th instant, which has been 
ed from His Majo ster at ‘Teliran,° and the draft of a tolegrain whieh, 








subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State for India, S 


1. Grey proposes to 
send to Sir G, Barclay on the subject-f wy 





Tam, ce 
ignedl) 








PBELL, 











(39295) No. 176, 





India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received November 11.) 

Sir, India Office, November 10, 1908. 
IN roply to your letter, dated the 1st ultimo, as to the Pasand Khan incident, 1 

am directed by Viscount Morley to inclose copy of telegraphic correspondence with 











* No. 158, 1 No. 197. 
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WL 





eement in the proposal 


1 Government of India on the subject, and to express his ag 
the Government of India on the subject, p ee ie rae 


of Seere Sir E. Grey to concur in the view that the 
drop. 





Lam, &. 
ed) A. GODLEY. 











Inclosure 1 in No. 176. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic,) P. Inala Office, October 14, 1908. 
L PATCH of 5th ultimo from Chargé d’Affaires, Tehran Seistan. 3 

i ing Pasand Khan may 
ih August, on receipt of which 
‘aphedl to you on the subject. Do 










Approval is proposed of suggestion that the qu 
jan note of the 








Incl 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Telegraphic) P. October 31, 1908. 


WE agree to proposals regarding Pasand Khan, contained in your telegram dated 
the 14th instant, 








(39245 | No. 177, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Pp. Foreign Office, November 11, 1008. 
Constitution. . 
vo to your tel 1 No, 370 of the 10th insta 
Action taken by you meets with approval of His, Majesty’ r 
advisable, in the interdsts of the Shah himself, and for the sake of tranquillity in his 
country, that His Majesty should carry ont the promises which he gave to the Persian 
people. 1s security and peace will be restored in the Province of 
Azerbaijan and at Tabrowz. You should impress these facts upon Lis Majesty. 








roment. It is 




















(39454) No. 178. 
India Office to Koreign Office {Received November 12.) 


Sir, India Office, November 11, 1908. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 26th August last, and with reference to your 
etter of the 12th ultimo, inelosing copy of a letter from the Board of ‘Trade, Tam 
director by the Secretary of State for India. in Council to forward herewith, to be laid 
before the Sceretary of State for Poreign Affairs, copy of a telegs from the Viceroy, 
dated the Oth October, 1908, conveying the views of the Government of India on the 
suggestions made by His Majesty Consul-General at Busbire in his letter of the 
Gth dune, 1908, rexaxding the general political situation in the Persian Gulf. 

Viscount Morley concurs enerally in the views expressed by the Government of 
India, As regards the various points raised in the correspondence, hie desires to. make 
the following observations: — 




































Visit of Major Cox to Trhrau.—Lord Morley considers that a meeting between 
Sir G. Barclay and Major Cox would be advantageous, and, subject to Sir B. Grey's 
approval, he is prepared to instruct the Government of India to authorize Major Cox, 
‘a8 soon asa suitable opportunity occurs for leaving the Gulf, to proceed to ebran, 

2, British and Russian Consular Establishments—Che views of the Government of 
India on this subject are in substantial agreement with those expressed by His Majes 
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Ambassador at St Petersburgh in his despatch of the 7th September last, No. 400. 
Pending the consideration, in connection with the despatch promised by the Government 
of India, of the question of our own establishments, the most that can be done is 
presumably to propos: to the Russian Government a change of individuals, as suggested 

Sir A. Nicolson, should a favourable oceasion present itself, 

. The immediate Appointment of a British Viee-Consul at Lingah—On a full 
consideration of the reasons given by Mr. Marling in his despatch of the 14th July last, 
No. 167, the Secretary of State in Couneil would be prepared, if Sir FE. Grey agrees 
that a case for immediate action has been made out, to accept a moiety of the cost of 
the appointment of a Vice-Consulate at Lingah as a charge upon Indian revenues, the 
other half being defrayed by the Imperial Exchequer, If a suitable officer of the Levant. 
Consular Service were available for thie post, the eost would be less than if an officer of 
the Indian Political Department were appointed. It is observed that the Board of 
Trade are in favour of the creation of the appointment, 
























zn Office with my letter of the ist May, 1906, But the consideration of the 
subject was postponed owing to the decision of the Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury 
that an examination of the whole question of the scale of British expenditure in, Persin 
was necessary before sancti ‘en to the payinent from British revenues of halt 
the cost of ar those that hal’ actually been carried into effect, 
Sir E. Gorst’ ys 1907, in. whic! 
Council was informed of this decision, stated that, in Si 
certain of the proposals that have been made might form the subject of further 
consideration, “the question of policing the southern trade routes and of affording 

























:d of Trade, 
f the present Naval Arrangements in the Gulf-—Lord Morley is fully 
aware of the imposed upon His Majesty's ships by the necessity for dealing with 
the arms traffic on the Mekran Const. He agrees with the Government of India that 
the question may be postponed until the results of the Brussels Conference, und of the 
negotiations respecting the importation of arms into Museat have ascertained, 

7. Extension of Cable Communication and Introduction of Wireless Telegraphy—Uhis 
subject will be dealt with in a separate communication, 

8, Trucial Coast—Lord Mor “ommendations of the Government 
of India on the further report expected from Major Cox. 






















In conclusion, I am to say that Lord Morley concurs entirely in the view indicated 
in the last sentence of the Viceroy’s telegram, that His Majesty's Government, it 

ith questions of Persian policy, should bear in mind the effect likely to be 
any action they may take, not only in Afghanistan, but in all countries 
to @ Mahommadan Government. 









Lam, & 
(Bigned) A. GODLEY, 








Inclosure 


No. 178. 





Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Telegraph 


li October 9, 1908. 
PUATIO! 





in the Persian Gull 





pro: 


14th July from His Majesty's Charge 
Tehran on the part of Major Cox’ might be 








advant 
With re 
ment, @ 


(622, 








rd to the question of the Consular representation of the Russian Govern 
spatch on our own Consular establishments in Persia is being sent to you, in 


i} 2 
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which we have not found ourselves able to suggest that any reduction should be made. 
Suzaestion that Bunder Abbas Consulate should be relinquished by Russia does not, 
therefore, sevm to us desirable, Tt would, no doubi, be desirable that M. Ovseenko 
should he transferred, bit it would, perhaps, be unwise to press this just now, in view of 
statement by Mr, Marling as to the high esteem in which the Russian Consul at Bunder 
‘Abbas is held by M. Hartwig. We support proposal of Mr, Marling and Major Cox 
for Viee-Consulate at Lingah, in view of efforts of Germany, half the cost being 
borne by Iniian revenues. In the first instance, the appointment might be limited to 
three years, i a 

With regard to the question of policing the trade routes, a propopal for utilizing 
sowars was made in our despatch of the 15th March, 1906, ‘Views of His Majesty's 
Government on this proposal have not yet reached us, We doubt if itis practicable, 
der the changed conditions, to take action without interfering with Persian 
independence and integr bs ’ . eae 

‘to the question of rien change in the Custoves His Maj 

e better judges than we of what the attitude of the European Powers cor 
Can ean iteHterenee and on of jnteruational ecnrol could tis 
the raising of this qu be preferable that 
things shonld he left alone dit the treatment, in connection with a loan or 
Inukew ity, of the whole financial position of Persia. 

If present conditions continue, we agree with Major Cox that three sub: 
in the Gulf will be insnfliciont, Bat until the results of the Arms Conference 
question might stand over, 

Our views on the question of extension of 

11) of 21st September, be 

Further representations from Major ox are still awaited with regard to arrange 
ments on ‘Trucial Const, 

We desire to make it clear, in recording our opinions, that they are formed with 
rofercnee {0 the present state of finances and polities of Pe J, in view of the fact 
that the bringing: about of substantial reforms appear to be hopeless, As developments 
in watched by the Afghans, it is also important that, for the 
present, no action should be taken by which the status quo would materially altered in 
Persia, 
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[39418] No. 179). 


Treusury to Purouy Office —(Received Novewber 12.) 





Sir, Trensury Chambers, November 1, 19 
{VILE Lords Commissionces of Tis Majesty's ‘Treasury Dave had bel 
Mr, Mallet’s letter of the 31st ultimo, further respecting the proposed appo 
4 Military: \tlaché to lis Majesty's Consulate-Ceuoral at Meshed 
Th reply, Lam to say ti few of tho further oxph 
Lords accept stion of Seoret that 
male the j eof the In Bxch 
rs; an the aunderst 
Av thie end of that period. 
for the charge to Tinperial funds of one-half of the cost invol 
to tho yank of tlie officer employed, from S74. Ss. to 927/. ts. per annum, 
Tam, &e. 
ned) G TE MURRAY. 





them 
it of 


















ons now give 
appointment should be 
ucts for a period of 
nuance will be 
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(39494) No. 180. 


Sir a. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 





Confidential.) 

(Welegraphic.) BP. St. Petersburgh, 
PERSIA, I was informed confidentially to-day by M. Isvols 

instructions had heen sent to M, de Hartwig to return fo St. Pe 

he might report on the Persian situation. 





fovember 12, 1908. 
yy that telegraphic 
Durgh in order that 
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M. Tsvolsky rend to me extracts from a telegram from ‘Tehran, depicting the 
situation in sombre colours. ‘This telegram was not from the Legation, but was 
addresseil, T imagine, to the Minister of Finance. Tt said that even if the Assembly 
were to meet, there would be no work for it to do, and that its activity would probably 
be confined to agitation, 

T said that, in onter to calm the populace and avoid troubles, it was necessary 
that the Assembly should be called together. 














(39479) No, 181. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 
(No. 371.) 


(Telegraphic) _P. 
ABREEZ situation, 
His Majesty's Consul-General reports that there is public rejoicing at Tabroez on 
of the death of the Chief of Makn who has been murdered, 


said that reinforeements of 400 cavalry have joined the Goyernor-Ceneral 
abreez at Bashmineh 


n is restiming its usual aspect. 


Tehran, November 12, 1908, 





















No, 182, 





ir G. Barelay to Sir Edward G 





(Received November 12.) 





phic.) P. ‘Tehran, November 12, 1908. 







Medi 


ee esterday, and I to-day, in private andionce by the 


i re identic in the sense of your telegram No. 817 of the 
Lith instant. i not to violate the pledges he had giyen to his people 
and to the Powers on account of tho anti-Constitutional demonstration of 
Tast Saturday which had bee od, 
In roply, the 4 very large section of the population regarded a 
to theit religion and were consequently opposed to 
aracter of the demonstration of Saturday ho denied, but. assured 1 
that on that occasionsho had! taken no decision. His Majesty assorted that personally 
he was in favour of an Assombly, but that it should not’be one like the lust, and the. 
he was now endeavouring to d © for one which would be suitablo. T 
Pointed out that he was generally credited with having no, intention of fulfilling 
ind that if he were really ‘our of a Constitution he was much maligned 
f T ventured to disagree with His Majesty as to. the fooling of the 
or part of his people, and T strongly emphasized the dosirability in his own aitere 
and in that of restoring peace erbaijan, of promptly disabusing by an 
Bor of his pledges the publio mind of the misapprehension as to his intentions which 
rovailed. 

















































[39677] No. 183. 


Consul MeDowall to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 








Mohammerah, October 24, 1908, 
ratama, of the firm of {er Meulon, 
formed me that he lits been appointed Consul of 
an, and Kurdistan, his commission being dated 
Xequatur in July, and that ie entered on bis functions 


I HAVE the honour to report that M 
tama, and Co., of Aliwaz, has 
fherlands for Arabistan, Luri 
3th May last and his 
from the 20th October. 
‘The fact that the firm is a Dutch one 











appears to be the only reason for the 


satis and as far as I haye been able to ascertain there is no salary attached 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "WM, MceDOUALL, 














I a aes aE 
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[89778] No. 184. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received November 1.) 


Sir, India Office, November 14, 1908. 

IN reply to your letter of 1 ant as to the Hormuz Oxide Concession and 
the application made to the P ilar Concession on the Island 
of Siri, Tam directed to say that rs in the terms of the telegram 
which Sir 1, Grey prop. ajesty's Minister at Tehran in reply to the 
latter's telegrams Nos. 31 id ultimo and 7th instant, 

Tam, &e, 

COLIN G, CAMPBELL. 





























(89766) 


Iuperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received November 14.) 





Mr. Malle 25, Abichurch Lune, London, Norember 13, 1905. 
LINCLOSK a copy of a telegram received from ‘Tehran yesterday, I am sure 

Barelay is doing all he can in the matter, and hope his efforts will result 
ng our hold on the southern customs. 








Yours very truly, 
(Signed) ‘, JACKSON. 





Inclostire in No. 155, 
‘Telegram received from Tehran by the Lnperial Bank of Persia. 


November 
3 telographs: “Customs have not paid anything to-da 
received instructions discontinue,” ‘the telegram ends Ii 

We have requested British Legation take immediate 





12, 1908. 


BUS 











(89779) No. 186. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 





St. Petersburgh, November 14, 1908. 
si \, Last night T had a conversation with M, Isvolsky on the Persian 
ation, tiv Hxeolleney said that he was decided on two points, namely, that 
‘ussia Would nut intervene nor support the Shah. ‘The course of action from which 
Hie would abstain was clear enongh, but he was perplexed as to what course of action 
hv could follow in order to remedy a situation which might once more drift into 
chy, and render intervention by the two Governments inevitable. Tt had occurred 
to him that he might claborato a project of reforms, and insist upon its execution in 
nd with His Majesty's Government. But neither men nor parties capable of 
Persia, as far as hie knew. he Shah's policy 
ne of * shu 
over my remarks with regard to the recall of 
igade, but had come to the conclusion that in 
jumstinices such « step would be hazardous. Nevertheless he was 
what means could be found of recalling Colonel Liakhoff, who 
nilent of the Ley An oflicer who would obey the orders of the 
nil the Lawation was ava anit was being held in readiness to take 


























carrying through any reforms existed in P 





with regard to the Constitut 





yn Was 












the Russian officers of the Cossack Bi 
the present ¢ 
seriously consi 
too ind 
Government 
his pl 
M, de Hartwig had already started for St, Be 
was tliat @ Depsixtinental Committee should be appoint 
with a view fo proposing son 
suggest any solution ® 
T replied in the negative 





























b hh. M. Isvolsky’s intention 
to study tho Persian question, 
sort of remedy for the present situation. Could T 

















ii observed that my acquaintance with Persia dated 
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from twenty years ago, when conditions were quite different from those which pre- 
Yailed to-day. It seemed to me, however, that the last steps taken by the two 
Governienis had only led to inconclusive results, which were nob satisfactory, 

T promised M. Isvolsky that I would telegraph to you a brief summary of our 
conversation, and suggested that perhaps you, after consulting those on the spot in 
Persia, might be in a position to bring forward some proposal as to what further steps 
‘could be taken with a view to improving the present state of affairs. 














[89754] N 


Sir G. Barclay io Sir Bdward Grey.—(Receivi 


187. 








November 14.) 
(No. 373.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Teliran, November 14, 1908. 
DER instractions from his Government, M. de Hartwig telegraphed to his 

Consul-General at Tabreoz last week to. inquire whether there were not. two German 
officers in the town who were giving assistance to the Nationalists in the fortifications 
they are building. 

‘The Russian Consul-Coneral replied in the affirmative, adding that his information 
vwas from a sure souree 

telegraphed to Mr. Wratislaw fora confirmation of this. story, and he informs 
me that the two Germans are men residing in Tabreoz for business purposes, and that 
so far as he can ascertain, they have no technical knowledge, 














(39755) No. 188, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 
(es 37h), 

raphic.) P. Tehran, November 14, 1908, 
XCHANGE of telegraph li 
T was approached to-day de Hartwig who, under instroctions from his 
Government, suggested tat the negotiations for the exchange of lines might now bo 
reopened by the telegraph Directors. He considered this moient the more opportune, 
in view of Mr. Barker’s return, 

1 reply, T explained confidentially to M. de Hartwig: that the Indo-Buropean 
Telegraph Department was at prosent negotiating with the Minister of ‘Velegraphs, in 
order to obtain his consent to their undertaking the repair of the Ahwaz-Borasjun 
Tine, and that I thought that if the Departmont were, to treat the: two quostions 
simultaneously, the success of the Ahwaz-Borasjun negotiations might be prejudicod. 

T should add that this is Mr, Barker's opinion, 
M, de Hartwig said he would telegraph to his Government in this sense. 





































(39714) 





159). 


Sir G. Borelay fo Sir Biiward Grey. —(Receivert November 14.) 
5.) 
clegraphic.) P. 

M. DE HARTWIG tells me that hie i 
ines” to. 
0, the 








‘Tehran, Noventor 14, 1908. 
leaving Tehran for St. Petersburgh “ on 











and will take charge after 





M, de Hartwig’s depar 








(89715) No. 190, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 
RG 376.) 
Telegraphic.) 
‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Referring to my despatch No, 280 of the 18th ultimo, I have received the reply of 
the Persian Government to our identic note. It states that according to Persian reports, 


(1622 25 


Tehran, November 14, 1908, 
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a rs ve educed at certain 
no place has been evacuated, although Turkish troops have been reduce 

points, arid that in certain places outside the zone, notably in the district of Barandug, 
further encroachments have been made. 





(39716) No. 191. 


Sir G. Burelay to Siv Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 
No. 877. 
{ogeaphiey P. Tehran, November 14, 1908. 
T HAVES received a report from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez, to the 
effect that the village of Mushambar, 14 miles east of Tabreez, has been pillaged, and 
the district is boing ravaged by Karadaghi tribesmen, 





is 











[39792] N 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Biiward Grey—(Received November 15.) 


192. 


(No, 375.) 

(elegraphie.) P. 
SITUATION at Tabre 
lis Majesty's Consul 

Aull to the effect that the 

arrived yesterday at that place. 


‘Tehran, November 15, 1908. 













mi to-day that he has received a report from: 
ili vhich were expected 


y 
‘abreoz, it is supposed, 





fir 








The soldiers are for T 








(39793) No. 193, 


Sir G, Barcliy to Sir Bdward Grey—(Rec 





d November 15.) 
(No. 379.) es 
(Pelegraphic,) P. Tehran, November 15, 1908. 
SITUATION 
In continuation of my telegram No, 377 of y 
further particulars to-day from His Majesty's Ce 
village of hamba, assaili 
Governor-General, andy ect with * Khan, 
Hoon ordered by Ain-od-Dowleh, at the request of the Armenian Bishop of ‘Tabreez 
Hol to attack, bit he had disobeyed these orders. According to Mr. Wratislaw, it is 
foarod that furtlier attacks on Armenian villages will be made, 
‘Pho Russian Chargé d’Mfaires and T will pross that Samsam Khan be ordered to 
osiat from ravaging the neighbourhood 2 
Mr. Wratishiw states that it is reported that the Governor-General bas been joi 
by 800. Porsian Cosscks with six guns, but that this news has not made an 
itupression in Tabreos, 

















erday's date, 1 have received 
sul-Cieneral of Ue attack on the 
forcements for the 
han, their Teader, had 
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(39834) No, IM. 






Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received Nocewuier 15.) 


Tehran, November 15, 1908. 





of the prospe 
the new one is to be similar to the last, 
T was careful at my audience with the Shah on Thursday last wo make it clear to 
His Majesty that it was not my wish to preseribe as suitable for Persia any particular 
form of Assembly 
It would be easy for the Shah, if he were in earnest, to find among his subjects 


if he means that 

















Bobs 


men who would be competent and ready to draw up an electoral law which would 
produce an Assembly of moderate men. Such an Assembly would, while ayoiding the 
excesses of the Inte Mediliss, have a fair chance of success in coping with present 
abuses, and would exercise some check on the camerilla now in power. 





$9968) No. 195. 
Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 
(No. 11.) 
Si Batown, November 6, 1908, 





HAVING recently seen repeated reports in various British and Continental 
jewspapers relative to the dispatch of troops, by the Russian Government, into 
Northern Persia, I have taken particular pain to ascertain whether the rumour was 

and Tam able to-day to inform you, on telegraphic information received from 
sian Julfa, that the permanent force of Cossacks at that place has not of late been 
forceil, and that no Russian troops haye crossed the frontier into Azerbaijan, or 
nv on their way to Tabreez. 












I have, &e, 
(Signed) P, STEVENS, 





[39962] Z No. 196. 


(No. 





raphic,) P Tehran, November 16, 1908, 
and Constitution. 

‘There has been a certain amount of effervescence amongst the Constitutionalists 
in Tehran since the ante-Constitution demonstration was organized at Bagh-i-Shah on 
the 7th instant, and tho Nationalists havo held several moctings. 

A Potition, signed by the ex-President of the Assembly, Sini-cd-Dowlch, and other 
prominent Deputies, by inembers of the clergy and. some merchants, was presented to 
all. th ous yesterday, The Petition protested against the artificial anti- 

istration at’ Bagh+i-Shah, and declared that the nation counts on the 
istance of the Legations to obtain a Constitution, which it still anxiously awaits, 




























[39778] No. 197. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 
(No, 819.) ' i 
(Telegrap 

HORM 






10, Foren Office, November 16, 1008, 
% oxide, e 


romain friendly 


to him so long as British interests o| are not thwarted by him, 


Sirri oxide. 

















of the 19th 
ession on the island is soi 






eptember (paragraph 
iy Asana Siva 








ny prefe 
not give their application a al support. But, on the other hand, should the 
Persian Government on their own account close with Messrs. Strick’s offer, His 
Majesty's Government, not being bound by any promi nt the application of 
Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and Co,, would not’ feel themselves justified in opposing 
the action of the Persian Government. 














e to su 
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Seeing that it is now clear that Messrs. Ellinger cannot form a Company, it would 
‘probably be desirable that the Moin should arrange terms with Messrs. Strick, so that 
there may he no danger of the Germans obtaining the Concession, but no action on 
your part is required at present. ‘The position of Messrs. Strick with regard to Hormu 
is, in their own opinion, a secure om 

‘he last paragraph is confidential, 











(39295) No. 198. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 202.) 
Sir, mber 16, 1908. 
ed Me, Marling’s despatch 5 on 
im for satisfac ssiuult committed in June 1907 near 
tsvort of Tis Majesty’s Consul at Seistan by 
some retainers of Pasand Khan, who at that time held a contract with the Persian 
Customs for the safe conveyance of the mail 
‘After consultation with His Majesty's Secretary of State for India, I concur in 
Mr. Marling’s suggestion that the note from the Persian Government of the 30th August 
shall be aecopted and the matter allowed to drop. 






























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





(40125) No. 199. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office-—(Received November V7.) 
WHE Under Seeret 





for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State fo ‘rs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the inf thi etary of State, copy of a despatch, 
to the Government of Tndin, dated the 18th instant, with inclosures, relative to the 
Bander Abbas Consulate guard. 


India Office, November 16, 1908. 




















Inclosure in No. 11). 


Viseount Morley to Government of India, 








My Lord, India Office, November 18, 1908. 
T INCLOSE, for the information of your Excellency’s Government, cop, 
correspondence regarding the proposal made in your Secret letter in the For 
Dopartmont,* dated the tth June, for the maintenance at Tis 3 
Bunder Abbas of a detachment of sixteen infintry, in 
of four sows 












i that the Lonls Commissioners of Ti ‘Treasury haye 
accepted a moiety of the expenditure inyolved in this proposal asa charge ayainst 
Imperial revenues, for a peri of three yer jh the condition that x further report 
He suppl to tiem letire three: years fave elapsed, shout the additional guards. be 
still consid 














gposnl in your letter is therefore sanctioned as a temporary measure, 
swith the condition naniedl aliove, 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) MORLEY. 





sel! 








ns 





[40206] No. 200. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 17.) 





a 
a v Tehran, November 17, 1908. 
SHAH and Constitution; Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 

I question the ability of Europeans to prescribe in deta 
and if we insisted on reforms of our own devising an unde 
their execution would be entailed, I therefore deprecate the elaboration in Russia of a 
scheme of reforms to be pressed upon the Shah. 

‘The Shah is clearly shufling, and, even if, as M. de Tartwig scemed to expect, 
His Majesty publishes a Reseript as a result of our last audience, it will unquestionably, 
Be inadequate, By continued pressure, in close co-operation with M. Sabline, I hope to 
be able to bring His Majesty to a more reasonable frame of mind, and our best course 
would be, I think, not to suggest any particular form of Constitution, but to urge that 
the framing of electoral laws be intrusted to competent persous. Tt would be easy to 
name several who would be suited to the task. 

Tconsider that, however desirable it may be that Colonel Liakhofl be replaced by 
an officer uot so independent of his Legation, it is undesirable that the other officers 
should be withdrawn. ‘Their departure following immediately on that of M. de 
Hartwig would, L think, apart from the reason given by M, Isvolsky, be open to. a 
miscoustruction which might prejudi Russian co-operation in Tehran, 









for the ills of Persia, 










































[40249] 3 No, 201. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received November 18.) 


(Private,) 

phic.) P. Tehran, November 18, 1908. 
383 of the 
Ke thinks 
Russia as 
Repre- 








WITH regard to the situation, as mentioned in my telegram No, 
17th instant, [consider that the all-important point is to disillusion Shah, i 
‘ion of a constitutional Government is not regarded so. seriously 
hhis result should be secured hy the cordial co-operation of Russ 
nse whieh I regard as most probib 
on requires it, to threaten to withdraw Lt 
on), but their actual removal would srive 
ow healed might he reopened. 


















oflicers (iu order to bring § 
comment whereby old sores 








(40250) 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Novenber 18.) 





‘Tehran, November 18, 1908, 
ian Mi 
heen approached by the Pe 
appointment of Mushirul-Mulk, the pr 
in London would he acceptable to the King. 

J replied that it must be clearly understood that such a proposal must be 
as u temporary expedient ouly, aud that T would submit it to His Majesty's Gov 
as stich. 





1 London 
ian Government, who inquire whoth 
i Chargé d’Affaires, as Minister+Re 





tho 
dont 









garded 
nmnent 











(40346) No, 203. 


Sir G Barclay to Sic Edward Grey—(Received November 18.) 
(No. 385.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
FOLLOWING is very confic 


Tehran, November 18, 1908. 





T have received telegra Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez, stating 
that he has reason to believe that the Russian Consul-General’s one idea is to bring 


2G 
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about Russian occupation, and that with this object in view he furnishes alarmist and 
‘exaggerated reports of the sitnation at Tabreez, which should be largely discounted. 

Mr. Wratislaw hears from Julfa that there are 1,200 Russian troops, with thirty- 
five officers, now at that place. 




















[39779] No, 204. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay 
No, 822, 
aes i Foreign Office, November 18, 1908. 
SETUATTO 
Seo Sir 
n my opinion there vem: way of forcii 
tution, » by threatening him with some sort of eff 





that the best way of bringing pressure to bear on him would he to deprive hi 
supplies by { the sume moment the northern and southern fronti 
Wo shiould the ho interfering directly in Persian domestic affa 
Be glad to know if you consider this suggestion practicable 












T should 









(37640) No. 205. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 





Foreign Office, November 18, 1908, 


Witt T} of the 7th May, respe 





erence to Mr Marling’s despa 








the loss of €'0, 800 whilo in tinsit hetween Tabroez and Urumia, Trequest that you 
will inform me whether the Persian Government will apparently be in a. pos 
mi 





Tam, &e. 
ned) FE, GR 








{37640} No. 206, 


Sir Kdward Grey to Sir G. Barely, 
(No. 26, Commereil,) 
Si Foreign Office, November 18, 1905. 
WIE referone iv despatch No. 20, Commivreiil, of the 21st May last 
ing letter {, Stovendl on the'aulijent oF tli 
T tiansmnit to from a letter fro 
ntion of His Majesty's Legation swith 
permits to export, which he states haye been granted to: Russian, Austr 
British tirms,* {Tis letter also contains a reference to the claim of his 
refund of certain taxes imposed onthe export of silkworm 
subject of Mr, Marling’s despateh No. 18 of the 12th May, 
A copy of the reply which has been addressed to Mr, ©. Stevens is inclosed.t 
L request that yow will report on the question of the prohibition of the esport of 
guts bearmg the idji Kazim mark, and that you will take such steps as you properly 
we fov Messrs, Stevens the same facilities for export which are obiaiued: by 


























fo obtaining 
a, and other 
for the 
ys, whieh formed the 





























Lam, we 
(Sigued) E, GREY. 





Dacre ss 
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137640) No. 207. 
Foreign Office to Mr. C, Stevens, 


Sir, Foreign Office, Novenber 18, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 28th ultimo, containing inquiries respecting certain questions which concern your 
business relations in Persia, 

With regan! to the claim against the Persian Government for the loss of £'T, 300, 
stolen in transit between Tabreez. and Urumia, I'am to state that although the Persion 
Government have never contested the claim they have hitherto asserted their inability 
to meet it owing to lack of funds. His Majesty’s Legation have not failed to watch the 
case, and Sir G. Barclay, His Majesty's Minister, is being requested to report how the 
matter now stands, 

In reply to your inquiry respecting claims arising out of the recent disturbances in 
Tabreez, Lam to inform you that whatever the Persian Government should admit in the 
ease of Russian claims for losses would of course be claimed by Mis Majesty's. Govern- 
ment on behalf of British subjects, who would in such cireummstances be entitled hoth to 
* most-favoured-nat well as to national, treatment. 

As regards the Concession for navigation on Lake Urumi 
you were to manage the business for the present concessionnaire, without having either 
Interest in it or shares in the profits, but receiving a commission, the proposal would he 
favourably viewed by His Majesty's Government, 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that Sir B, Grey regrets that he is unable to approve 
such a course, which he considers would be inconsistent with the spirit of the Anglo- 
Russian Convention, 

With referesice to the withdraval by the Persia 
monopoly held by Hadji Kazim, Sir B. 

de by His Majesty's Legation at ‘Tehran 
over 























you inquire whether i 




















nnient of the sheep's easings 
ey has nothing to add to the communication 
the representative of your firm in Persia, 
could tiot support a claim for damages from the 
W injury which may have been caused as the t 
Zovernment to enforce a monopoly granted to one of their own 
With regard to the probibition to export guts bearing the Hadi: Ki 

understands that this prohibition only extends to the goods ex 
in transit through Russian territory, and not. to direct exports to Turkey. On this point 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran is beng instructed to report and to take such action 
as he properly ean to secure for you the same facilities for export which are obtained by 
other firms, 
fh regard to the taxes paid by your firm on silkworm eggs exported trom Persia 
in 1906-7, His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at ‘Tehran was authorized in July last 
to prosont a claim for the repayment of all such duties yrongfully imposed, ‘Tho result 
of his application will, in due course, be communicated to your firm. 

Tam, &e, 
igned) LOUIS MALLE, 










































(40420) 





Mr. Marling to Foreign Office.—(Recrived November 19.) 


My dear Parker, Sedbury Park, Chepstuw, November 18, 1908, 

INCLOSED is » Memorandum on Sir A; Nicolson's telegram No, 25%, T have 
taken it for granted that neither His Majesty’s Government nor the Russian Govern. 
ment wish to take on themselves the task of governing Persia against tle wishes of the 
great, majority of its inhabitants, and have therefore suggested such measures as I think 
Would put an end to the present unrest and, to some extent, re causes of it, 
‘The great obstacle is the Shah, and the great difficulty will be to make him understand 
that the Powers are in earnest, and that intrigue on his part to defeat their efforts 
towards good government in Persia will be fraught with very disagrecable consequences 
to him, 

If the two Powers leave the country to itself and the Shah to himself, the Shab 
will certainly be driven from the throne, It would not he a bad solution, provided the 
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Russians will agree to allow Zil-es-Sultan to succeed. The Zil is a ruffian of the first 
water, but he would keep order, and that is the most we can hope for. 
‘Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) ©. M. MARLING. 





Tnclosure in No. 208. 





Memorandum on Sir A. Nicolson’s Telegram No. 253. 

1 VEN'URE to deprecate warmly the recall of the Russian officers. ‘The Cossack 
Brigade is the only force which can be relied on to keep order in the eapital, and it 
‘owes its efficiency solely to the fact that it is officered by foreigners, who maintain 
fairly ood discipline and see tial the men are regularly paid, If the Russians were 
withdrawn and replaced by Persians it would not be long before peenlations began, 
discipline would suffer, and the force would dexenerate to the level of the rest of the 
Persian army. As it is, even now Sipahsalar’s troops are not allowed by Colonel 
Liakhoff, as Military Governor of 1 |. for fear that they: 
would create a disturbs zing the shops. and bi On the 
other hand, I think that if we and the Russians are to work harmoniow 
Liakhoff should he removed, as T have no doubt. whatever that he is stron 
and has infected his men with the same sentiments. ‘the younger off 
inuich more friendly. 

As to ¥ 







































trade and the 
y for the extrava- 


word, All that the nation wants is a reasonable de; 
certainty. that the estortions practised on the peop! 
wgances of Muzalfersed-Din Shah and his Court shall not be renewed. For the former 
purpose the formation of « welladiseiplined gendarmerie under European officers should 
suffice, Security for trade would he welcomed by all classes, and would reconcil 
opinion to the employment of foreigners, ‘The difficulty would be 10 obt 
sary funds to pay the force, Lut [believe that if the finances of the country: were 
onably well administered plenty of money would be forthcoming. Reorganization 
in the Ministry of , moreover, would be the surest way of patting an end to the 
peculation and corruption now rampant, 

‘Mhe measures of reform which { would suggest are therefore only these two : 
formation of a gendarmerie under European officers and reform of the finances by the 
Rinaneial Adviser. 

‘Nhe chief opposition will come from the Shali and the Court party. 

(Initialled) ©. MM. 


































(40464) No. 209. 
Mr. C, Stevens to Forrign Offices (Received Noveniber 19.) 


Wilton Hotel, Wilton Road, Victoria, London, 
Sir, November 19, 1908, 
TAAVE the honour to acknowledse receipt of your letter dated the 18th instant, 
contents of which L have carefully noted 
qm perl tistied with the replie 
0, tar ‘owing to recent disturbances in Persia, 
ith regard to the sheep ensings monopoly, and especially the management of 
Urumia Lake Concession, 1 much ot to say that T have been most disappointed, 
Owing to the situation recs Tam obliged to return as soon as possible, and have 
Dut three or four days more to remain in London, which does not give me enough 
timo to write or receive a reply from you. 1 therefore beg that you should grant me, 
if possible, 1 private interview of a few minutes, at your earliest convenience, when T 
shall endeavour to impress you with the absolute justness of iny requests. 
hanking you in advaiee, I hiaye, Ke. 
(Signed) CHARL 












you 


































E, STEVENS. 
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[40416] No. 210. 


Mr. M. Ellinger to Foreign Office: 








(Received November 19.) 


Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, November 18, 1908. 

THE Mouin-nt-Tujjer writes my firm, with reference to his Concession of the 
Island! of Hormuz, that a British fi negotiating with the Persian Legation in 
London for the purchase of the Concession from the Persian Government. 

T presume that my firm will be quite correct in informing the Mouin-ut-Tujier that 
£0 long as the sale of the oxide is in the hands of my firm, no application to the Persian 
Government by any other British subject for the grant of the Concession of the Island 
of Hormuz and consequent confiscation of the Concession now held in perpetuity by the 
Mouin-ut-Tujjer, will receive the support of His Majesty's Government here oF the 
British Legation in Tehran, and T shall be glad to hear that this is so. 

Yours faithfully 
(Signed) M. BLLINGER, 




























[40440] No. 211. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 19.) 






.) 
graphic.) 2. Tehran, November 19, 1908. 
SHAH and Constitution, 

Thave been informed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the institution ofa 
Council to be appointed by His Majesty is contemplated by the Shah. [have expressed 
my disappointment that the Shah should in such a fashion seek to evade his pledges, 
anid I have pointed out that i ial feature of any constitutional régime that 
































there should be an Assembly the people. The two or three Ministers to 
whose sinister influence the present deplorable state of the country is largely due 
would have complete control over the Council it is proposed to appoi 

1th hhould no satisfactory measure be announced i the next few 
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ally take the form of a fr 
Te wonld he the task of the drs 
stand that the two Governments were equally desirous of se 
Persia restored and her prosperity safeguard F 
of a constitutional ré were best helping him to re 
lines of the previous representations would he followed by the dragomans in, their 
conversation, and they would press His Majesty to consult the few men capable of 

‘good to what form the Assmbly best suited to the needs of the 
country should t 


tah should be taken hy the two Legat 
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e objects, Ih 

















I have given « rough sketeli of the lines of the proposed 
lographing to his Gov rdingly. 

ppears to me particularly desirable that, joint representations of some kind 

should be made at this moment, as there are indicat that the refléites of the 

Austrian Minister, who is now doyen, for collective action have been aroused. by. 

ML de Th departure, and by the petition reported in my telegram No. 381 of 

the 16 





























(40441) No. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey, (Received Novenber 19.) 









(No. 387.) 
(Telegraph 2 ‘Tehran, November 19, 1908, 
RETENTION of guard for Oil Syndieate. My telegram No, 364 of the 7th 


instant. 

I learn from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire that Wilson is, on the 
whole, in favour of retaining the guard over the next hot weather, Lieutenant 
{is22] 21 











































| us 119 
‘ls hi avevabwerected ruuchi accomadation’ eniicientrior monthly sum of 2,280 rupees at which the cost of sending the additional force was 
te nbs een iidilos geri Gee Gs cian ar, if necessary. He Sriginally estimated in the telegram of the Government of India dated the 11th 
i suggests, ‘ounds which he is explaining by letter, that, as the question of November, 1907, raising it to 2,616 rupees, i ie 
i accommodation is no louger urgent, finalldesision in regard to the retention of the Viscount Morley agrees in the view of the Government of India that the existing 
guard should be postponed for a few weeks longer. ° salary of the officers named, viz,, 500 rupees a-month, cannot reasonably be regarded 


as adequate, in the cond’ 





ions of ‘their service in Persia, and he would suggest that, if 
Sir B. Grey secs no objection, the facts of the case should be represented to the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, with a view to their acceptance of a moiety 
of the increased expenditure involved in the proposal of the Government of India. as 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 19.) charge against, Imperial revenues. 








(40466) 





Tam, &e, . 
Tehran, November 19, 1908. (Signed) A. GODLEY, 





My telegram No. 386 of this morning was dispatched before I received your 
telegram No. ted yesterday. 
\ threat of the nature you suggest would. com 
nent and the Russian Government are 
orely hinted, it would be quite suflic 
Of departure from the principle of trie non-interv 
out of such a throat would involve need not he taken into con F . 
oly ple that it would Ie necessary to execute it; but T should mention My Lord, 5 Rates Oataber Sin ROR 
that M. de Hartwig wd T used the following words to His Majesty at our audiences WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram dated the 22nd November, 1907, 
jaakavan kes i o relative to the inerease of the Ahwaz Consular guard, we have the honour to forward, 
ae 2 for your Lrdship’s consideration, the accompanying copy of a letter from the 
“he cardinal principle of the poliey of Ru ain in Persia is, a8 Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, in which le recommends that a local 
| your Majesty is aware, non-intervent allowance, at the rate of 200 rupees a-month, may be sanctioned to Lieutenant 
will tot mt this principle, Nevert ison, the officer on duty with the guard of the D'Arey Oil Syndicate in Arabistan, 
dlihouring Powers sincercly desiring the prosperity and_p 1 effect from the date of his taking charge of his present appointment, and that a 
in tho closest. rel Ga r concession should be granted to Lieutenant: Ranking, who is now, under the 
n with’ ge 


ty of your Lordship’s telegram of the 20th July, 1908, attached to the Viee- 
te at Ahwa 

















the Shah that Hi 
nd T feel sure tha 
him to 










Tnclosure 1 in No, 215, 









Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
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pacity as friendly and 
ofl development of 
countries have 

ce the Govern- 






















doomed it their 
(of the Shah.” 








regard to the 
| In vie 








ron anay th i the threat until wnider which 
after the representations which T proposed in my tele . 386 of to-day have i consolidated pay at ta) mate of 600 rupees 

| beow nad, That fut representation should he waste to tho Shah without delay h Lieutenants Wilson and Ranking now draw cannot be regarded as 
is, however, very desirable, 











ver, of increasing their present:emoluments by a local allowance at the 
| rate of 200 rupees a-month, we recommend that both officers should receive, with effect 
{40250} Yo. 211 from the date of their landing at Mohammerah, till such timo as they are relievol of 
} 
| 
| 





their present duties, the pay of their rank, i.e,, rupees 325: 1270, in addition to 
Hlowance at the rate of 350 rupees a- 





Sin Kiinaedl Grey to Sir G. Barclay, ange compensition allowanee and a loc 


month, or a total monthly salary of approximately 718 rupees, which cannot, w 
consider, in the circumstances be considered excessive. The estimated monthly cost, 
viz. 2,280 rupees, of the arrangements for the protection of the camps of tho D'Arcy 
LMCulk’s appointment is onl Oil Syndicate, which was reported in our telegram dated the Uth November, 1907, 
i the approval of (is Majesty was based on the assumption that the two officers in charge of the guard would dravt 
pay at the rate of 600 rupees and 500 rupees a-month respectively. While, therefore, 
the actual increased cost involved in our present. proposal amounts to 4:16 rupeos 
the total estimated monthly cost will only be increased by 386 rupeos 
=i approximately, i.c., to 2,616 rapees, 
(40517) NDoELS We trast that this recommendation will meet with your Lordship's approval, and 








Foreign Office, November 19, 1908. 






ontative in I 
Tt must he clearly understoo 
tomporary one, With’ this proviso it meets w 


the Kini 










































































India ice to Foreign Office.—(Received November 20.) that His Majesty’s Government will accept a moiety of the increased charges. 
URGE SPAUS OU es ee ene ease Te would be convenient if orders on the subject could bo communicate to us by 
India Office, November 1 telegraph, : 
WITII reference to your letter nid Novembe 7, agre x We have, &e. at 
inereaso of tho Alwar snarl 0 rupe (Signed) "MENTO, 
of which half was to be borne by Bri eted by the KITCHENE] a 
State for b id before the Secretary ©, I. SOL 
Foreign Affairs rnment of India, re I. ADAMSON, 
i Lieutenant Wilson and Lieutenant who were pl: W. L. HARVEY, 
additional force, should receive 715 rupees, J MESTON, 





with eff 
Tasty 





et from the date of their landing the close of 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 21 








Major Cox to Gocernment of India. 
Bushire, May 31, 1908. 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for the favourable consideration of the G 

ment of Indin, a copy of a ed the 1Sth May, 1908, which T have re 
from Lieutenant A, t. Wilson, on duty with the guard of the D'Arcy Oil Syndicate 
in Arabistan, and in which he ¢ 
view as compared with his pos 
2, Tn view of the 
knowledge of the eoudition: in the country in which he is, and also having 
rosard to the useful work which he and his commutes are doing, I respectfully bez to 
commend Licutenant Wilson's representation to the favourable consideration of the 
Government of India, amd venture to hope that « local allowance of 200 rupees per 
ctioned to him, with effect from the date of his tal of 

his present Vt, 

Any onde 1 the Government of Indin inay he pleased to 
Wilson's case will, I hope, be made applicable to Lieutenant Rankin 













plaiis his present position from a financial point of 
his regiment. 
jained by Lieutenant Wilson and of my own 














es exp) 

















pass i, Lieut 
as well. 


nt 








Inclosure 8 in No, 215. 


Lieutenant Wilson to Major Cox. 
Ahwaz. May 18, 1908. 
T HAVE the honour to represent, in the hope of favourable consideration, my 
i Thexe from a finaiieinl point of view. 
The ais follows : 











Gove 
should bo d 

My exeeptio 
than if 1 was with my rex 
rogimentsl life for a solita 





jont has fixed any: p 500 rupees, If 1 was wit 
niot less thal, 150. rupees, perhaps more, 

involves heavy and Lam thus worse off 

nent, althouh T have exehanged the amenities of 

sistonce ina tent during a Persian summer in its least 





my regiment I 
















expensive in the extreme (the ©.S,L, have forced up prices to 
an ineredible degree), 

Bvery ounce of eatables lias to be 
Heavy oxpenise. All stores, such as tea, 
shipped to Sushi hy caravan he 
Customs duties must be paid (Tam not exempt like Cor 
parcols isa heavy item, 

Mhe result is that Tam pecuniasily worse off here than in India, for 1 draw 
500 rupees liere, where the sepoy draws 90 rapees, and 450 rupees there, where the 
supog draws 10 tu 









m Shushitar by mule caravan—a 
must he ordered from Bombay, 
liired for the purpose, 
Postage on letters and 
















ls). 




















ing up my duties with the Oil 
if Ahwaz, for whilst I have not so many gs as he, such 
my’ distance tre Karin anil Shushtar practically 
vants aud food are twice as cost! 





‘yniicate, at the same 





rate as the V 
T have ave fa 
doubles the cost 
in Ahwaz. 

T should be very 














ateful for your support in the matter, 


















Apologiaing for troubling you, 
(40590) No. 216, 
s olson to Sir Biieard Grey.—(Received November 20.) 
(No. 263.) 
(Welegraphie, St, Petersburgh, November 20, 1908. 
PERSIA 980 from ‘Tehran, 












‘The St. Petersb 
which it inte 





gli press published few days ago a telegram from Tabreez, in 


1 that Satay Khan had received a decoration from the Turkish 
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Government, To-day's papers contain a denial, stating that, the telegram is a pure 
fiction. This denial is published at the request of the Turkish Embascy, acting on 
official information received from Constantinople. 





[40546] No. 217. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received November 20.) 


Tehran, November 20, 1908, 
My telegrams Nos, 373 and 385, dated the 14th and 






1 





‘A report has been received by the Russian Legation from the Russian Consul- 
General at Tabreez that the Turkish Government have presented Satta Khan with 
decoration. Mr. Wratislaw understands that the * decoration” was sent to Satta Khan 
by bis admirers at Constantinople, and that it was merely a medal in commemoration 
urkish Constitution, which anyone ean bu 
and that of th yy of Gorman officers at are instances of 
by the Russian Consul-General, who is possessed of the idea 
that \zerbai ikely to become, with the support of Turkey and Germany, an 
autonomous provinee, aud is eager to twist anything into evidence in support of the 
theory. 































[40440] No, 218. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 

(No. 604) 

(elegraphic.) 2. Foreign Office, November 20, 1908. 
SHAH and Constitution. 

The Russian Representative will, 1 lope, be instructed to act in the sense of the 
suggestion made in Sir G. Barclay’ telegram No. 886, to which L entirely agres 











(40464) No. 219, 


Foreign Office to Mr. C. 





), Stevens 


Sir, Foreign Office, Ni 
1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 10th instant on the subject of ims against the Persian Government. 
Tam to inform you in reply that regrets that he is unable to modify 


ember 20, 1908. 
























the decision conyeyell to you in my letter of the 18th instant, respecting sheep easings 
and the management of the Concession on Lake Urumia, 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE?, 





40746) No. 220, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 21.) 








Tehran, November 21, 1908, 


Mr. Wratislaw reports from 1 that a force of nationalists occupied Maraga 
on the 16th instant, and that the Acting Governor fled, 

‘At Dilan, the nationalist party have re-established an Anjuman, and it seoms 
likely that Urmia will follow their example, 


















[1622] 21 











[40701) No. 221, 


Sir Edward Grey (0 Sir G. Barclay, 
No, 824.) 
‘Velezraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 21, 1908. 
PERSIA, Your telegram No. 874 of the 11th November respecting the 
negotiations for the exchange of telegraph lines, 
ubjeet to the provision that the negotiations with regard to the Ahwaz—Borasjun 
] Jine ate not prolonged for an indefinite period, your action as my approval. 












[40749] No, 222, 


Sir A, Nicolson lo Sr Edward Gre 


—(Received November 22, 






loaraphie.) Pe 
PERSIA. Your telegram 
Russian Representat 
with Sir G. Barclay's s 


t, Petersburyh, November 
‘o. GO4 of the 20th instant. 


‘eran has already been instructed to act in accordance 


1908. 









i (40747) 








Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivei Novener 22.) 
(No, 891.) 


(Welegraphie.) P. 


Tehran, November 22, 1908, 
SITATL and 







ed me yesterday that the Shab, as a result of the 
st the Constitution which was hield at Baghi Shah on ‘Thursday, 
pt to be printed, in whi es that he will not grant an 


ssembly which is contrary to Islam, ‘Though the wording of the document is 
purpo i 














e, it is generally understood to mean that His Majesty refuses to grant 
an el Mssembly of any kind 

Tt appears urgent that joint representations should be made at one 
M.Subline and 1 are presenting a joint Memorandum to the 

















ins tos 
Intion of 





Which wo exp and 
es, should Taye come to such a re 
s the advice of evil councillors and responds to potitions which do not reflect the r 





ess OMT Sit) 











| the peop! nd in a state of anxiet 

| in the capital and other proviniees of the Empire, is to 
we state that we are expeet 

representations. 














(40748) 












ved November 22.) 





Tehran, November 22, 1908. 
Re 





1 to miy telegram 


1, dated to 
Roseript has: The to 


+1 have to 






t that the Shal's 
ow ompromising, and 
Mis Majesty: has quite all Vany idea of convoking a Parliament, as the 
e declared that such an institution is contrary to [sku 

nice I proposed a frank discussion between the two Pinwomans and the Shah the 
situation his changed, aud [think that soine kind of meu 

























slic 


























proposed in gram 
The necessity of some kind of 





rood to 
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[40829] No. 225. 





Sh G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 23.) 
(No. 280.) 
Sir, Teliran, October 18, 1908. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 279 of the 2nd instant, I have the honour 
to trausmit herewith the English yersion of the identic note, by which the Russian 
Minister and Ihave made to the Persian Government the communication agreed upon 
by His Majesty’s Government and the Russian Government respecting the intention of 
the Porte, as stated to Sir G. Lowther and M, de Zenoview, to recall withont delay the 
‘Turkish troops from beyond the neutral zone, and its resolve to arrive at a friendly 
solution of the frontier question. 

Some delay has occurred in the presentation of this communication, owing to the 
fact that the news received from Urumia by ny Russian colleague was not altogether s0 
vourable as that contained in Sir G. Lowther's telegram No, 279 of the 29th ultimo, 

M. de Hartwig suggested that I should inquire of Mr, Wratislay whether the 
Withdrawal of the Turkish troops was continuing. I did so, but though 1 have had no 
answer, the recall of Mr, Wratislay to Tabreez, of which { have informed the Persian 
Government, seemed to afford 50 good aii opportunity for making the identie communien- 
tion that I suyested to M, de Hartwig that we should delay no longer, 

He agreed, and the note hax been sent in by both Legations to-lay, 

T have, & 
(Signed) r 


























BARCLAY, 





Tnelosure in No, 225, 


Sir G. Barclay to Ala-es-Sultanel. 





Tehran, October 18, 1908, 
wvernment, have the hononr to 





¢ to instructions from His Majesty" 
address the follosing communication to your Mighn 











Iv is with sincere satisfaction that His Majesty 
inforin the Persian Government that the Ottoman Government have stated to them that 
the Turkish troops who have penetrated into Per itory, beyond the contested 7 
will he recalled without delay, and thut the Porte is resolved to artive at a friendly 
solution of the present difficulties and differen Persia, 

In bringing the above to the knowledge of the Persian Ministry for Ko 
His Majesty's ization hopes that the Persian Government on’ the 
consideration and moderation in this matter, ji 
exist between them and the Turkish Govern 





Government are in. position to 




















Layail, &e, 





(Signed) G, BAROLAY. 
[40830] No, 226, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey-—(Received November 23.) 
(No. 281) 
Sir, 


Tehran, October 19, 1908, 

nour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No, 168 of the 
15 von were so good as to invite my observations on a despatch 
from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, summarizing an article by Herr Mygind. in 


the “ Berliner Tageblatt” regarding the development of German trade in South-West 
Peri 


1 HAVE the hi 





























In regard to the proposal that concessions should be obtained on belialf of German 
subjects to exploit oil deposits in Persia, I venture to point out that, by the torms of 
the Concession granted to Mr, d’Arcy by the Porsian (i 













ninent in 1901 for a period 
n Clovermment are precluded 
rin-any part of Persia with the 





of sixty years (see especially Articles 1, 2, and 6), the Pers 
from granting such concession to any person whatso 
exception of the Provinces of Azerbaijan, Ghilan, Mazandoran, Astarabad, and 
Khorassan, and then only on the condition that no’ pipe line is constructed fo the 
Southern rivers or to the south coast of Persia, 
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n of the nature suggested by Herr 





Iie therefor, impossible fox ny cones 5 Hes 
Mygind to be obtained on behalf of German subj y me k 
Thave no doubt that in these districts the Russian Legation could, and would, block 
any application for such a concession, and I have thought it well to draw my Russian 
colleague's attention to Herr Mygind’s art E i 

Teannot help thinking that the articles on. Persia, contributed by Herr Mygind to 
his newspaper, are mischievons ; they are certainly misleading, 

Beyond te fact that through our trade and commercia 








































large influence in South-We: ia, Herr Mygind 
any charge against 1s; yet, 
England, while his insimuation 











( that'the development of Ge 
competition borders on the offensive. 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) K 











(40831) hs 


Sir G, Barclay fo Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced November 








‘Tehran, October 19, 1908, 
WITH reference to My, Marling’s despatch No. 116 of the 20th and to your 
despateh No. 102 of the 22nd June, have the honour to transmit herewith copies of 
further correspondence which Nas passed between this Le the 
Government on the subject of Messrs, Lyneh’s claim for the 
expenses of the steamship  Shustian,” 4 
Mr, Marling was of opinion that, without unduly prejud 
by this Lewation, lie could not allow Sultanch’s note of the 80th 
unanswered, but, considering thit his Highness in his Inst note of t 
merely reiterates arguments wl dy heen eomntered, Tp 
{o your approval, Sit, to drop the correspondence on the subj 























w presented 
iy fo remain 
Sth October 
apose, subj 
its renewal 




















necessitated by the prosentation of the current y cout 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 227. 


Alaces-Sultaneh to Me. Murling. 
July 80, 1908, 
L HAVE the honour to acknowledge t ipt of your note of the 18th M 
peeting the expenses of the steamship “Shushan.” 
In veph s been already mentioned in my predecessor's note 

i May last, his Excellency: Nizam-us-Sultanch does not remember to lave 
nunication on the subject to Me ‘Lynch when Governor-General of 
istan, and this Department is not either aware of his Excelleney’s note referred 
to in your note, 

Uris clear that the Governors: 
tions to interfere with the administration of the *Shushan.” 

‘As to your statement thi ‘ount of the income and expenditure of the shi 
in question has been regulasly sent to the Roreign not consider it supe 
fluous to remind you that whenever the Poreign Off the accounts of the 
“Shushan’” ithas inforiwd the Lezation of the refusal of the Persian Government in 
we With those aceounts 

statement of my: predecessor inhi that no statement of the 
cconnts has heen seen, Lbeg to anark that his Excelleney no doubt is aware that the 
Persian Government have never looked at them with eyes of aeceptanee, and have 
always referred to the note of this Department dated Moliarrem 1312. 

‘Lfeol confident that undo umstanges, and having full knowledge of 
the history of the ease, you will admit that from the time that the ship has been in 





























semal_of Arahistan have never had any instrue- 
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the hands of Messrs. Lynch the Persian Government has not interfered with her 
administration, and have not accepted her income or expenditure, 


(Signed) ALA-ES-SULTANEH. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 227. 
Mr. Marling to Ala-es-Sultanch. 


‘Your Highness, Gulahek, September 14, 1908. 

WITH reference to your Highness’ note of the 40th July respecting the expenses 
of the steam-ship “Shushan,” I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy 
of his Excellency Nizam-us-Sultanch’s communication referred to in my note of the 
18th May last. 

As regards the contention of your Highness’ predecessor that the Persian Govern- 
ment have at no time scen the account of the income and expenditure of the ship, I 
venture still to maintain that the information, whose absence was supposed to place the 
Persian Government at a disadvantage, was accessible to them, and that this Legation 
cannot reasonably be held responsible for the failure of the Persian Government 
to acquaint themselves with the contents of documents forwarled to them in an 
offi communication. 


(Signed) ©. M, MARLING, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 227, 


227) 


Ala-es-Sultaneh to Sir G, Barclay, 


October 8, 1908, 
1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr, Marling’s note of the 


1th September last respecting the accounts of the income. and expenditure of the 
steam-ship ‘Shushan,” transmitting a copy of a letter from the late Nizam-us- 
Sultanehi dated 4th Zikadch, 1307, In reply, T haye to state that, as already stated 
in the notesaddressed by my predecessors, the Nizam-us-Sultanch stated his ignorance 
of the letter in question, and E beg to point out that the letter in_any case liad beon 
written several note of this Department dated Moharrem 1312, the 
contents of wh repeated to the British Legation 
With rey counts of the income and expenditure of the “Shushian,” to 
which the Legation has referred in its note, I have to point out Unt, as already’ stated 
in my note of the 80th July, the Persian G wut has never looked with the eyes 
of acceptance on the aecounts sent by the Company, since the ineome and expen: 
diture of the ship did not concern them, and have repeatedly declared their non- 
interference with her 
Lavail, &e, 
(Signed) ATA-ES-SULPANEH, 





[40833 | No. 228, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. (Received November 23,) 
(No. 284) 
Sir, < Tehran, October 20, 1908, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit (0 you herewith a copy of a despateh which [have 
received from Mr, Consul-General Wratislaw respecting the withdrawal of Turkish troops 
from the neighbourhood of Uru 





L have, &e. 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 


[1622] 
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Inclosure in No. 228. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 16.) 
Sir, Urumia, September 24, 1908. 
WITH reference to my telegram No , «have the honour to 
report that during the last fortnight consid has heen made in the 
strength of the Turkish troops along the frontier from Labijan northwards. Owing to 
the complete interruption of communications with the south, I cannot supply details 
concerning Eahijan and Pasveh, but in Mergaver, ‘Tergaver, and Baranduz only one 
battalion remains, under the command ofa Binbashi, ‘The six guns formerly in Tergaver 
were removed towards the west of Baradost a fortnight ago, and are supposed to have 
heen taken thence to Van, In Somai and Charik T hear that only one company, or at 
most two are left. Only a handful of soldiers are believed to remain in Baradost. 
Yaver Pasha quitted Terzaver ton days ago, and is believed to have zone to Van, 
‘The distriet is well rid of this raseal, who certainly instigated the Kurtlish raid last Jun 
and whose corruption is a seandal even to the ‘Turkish army, Before lea 
kai and Begzwleh Kurds before him, and told th 
were that they should annex no more Persian territory, but 
@ by forse any attempt on the part of the Persians to rexain w 
ipied, 
‘On the 21st instant, some Ty 




































m that 
they should 
(was already 















ish soldiers accompanied by Herkai Kurds advanced: 












district, ‘The Persian Cossack Colonel who commands 
‘ighbouring village of Baranduz accordingly visited 








tain with his own eyes whether the ‘Turks were really there, and 
«done so, returned to Baranduz, ‘Thereupon the Binbashi wrote him a furions 
using him of violating ‘Turkish territory,” and asking him whether he 

i to fight. ‘The Persian applied to Muhteshem-es-Sultanch for instruetions, and 
the latter aske to the advisability of resisting by force any further 
t, Ttold him that it would be the height of folly to 

risk a collision with the Turks just as the urkish Government showed some sign of a 
disposition to settle the question 

Siatlu, near Dizerteke 
arkish 
ag much in th 

On the 
Kutebi, in Anzel, and thre 
submitted to Omer Agha, ui 
the district, 

‘Mhe same district of Anzel nas be 
depredations on the part of the 
plunder of « caravan near Kutehi 
On the V7th instant, the ou 
Kurils, the whole ontlit i 



























istrict, has also heen visited lately by a party of 
probably prompted by a desire to collect 
portunity oilers. 
‘Vurkish soldiers called at the village of 
jened the inhabitants with con: 
hiekoik Chief, whom the ‘l 











vilan, near 
ign punishment unless they 
urks have put in charge of 








exposed 
Kurds of Somai 









past fortnight to renewed 

‘These Vegan with the 
from which twenty-three loads of sugar were taken, 
ig post from Urumia to Tubreea, was attacked by Somai 
ding eart, horses, and. letters carried off, and two travellers 
ed. Thosame thing happened to the incoming post from "Tabrees, this whi 
was captured near the village of Kulungi by Somai Kurds, aided by the iuhabitants of 
Kulungi and other Sunni villages, ‘Phe ‘Turks who are in oveupsition of Somai must 
have connived at this outraxe, 

Nothing is known here of the whereabou 
Urumia four weeks ago, promising to return in a fortnight 
it seems unlikely that thoy will reappear in the immediate future, 

T have, &e. 
id) ALC, WRATISLAW. 





































(40834) No, 220: 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 23,) 





Teliran, October 22, 190 
WITH reference to Mr, Marling’s despatch No, 207 of the 12th August last, 
T have the honour to report that M. Bizot, the Financial Adviser, called upon me 
yesterday, and shoved me a document whieh ad been handed to him by the Grand 
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Vizier, and which purported to be an itemized statement of the arrears due to the Army, 
Diplomatic, Consular officers, pensioners, retainers of the Palace, money changers, and 
others. Ido not think I need trouble you with a copy of this document. It will sutfico 
to say that items are sliown amounting to over 500,0001,, and that it is, at least, 
an improvement on the statement of pressing needs, on which Mr, Marling reported in 
his above-mentioned despatch. 

M. Bizot tells me that, when handing this document to him, the Grand Vizier 
appeared to think that an advance of 400,000/. would be forthcoming immedintely— 
indeed, he spoke of the money as being ready in a strong box for M, Bizot to hand over 
at once. M. Birt explained that the matter was not so simple, and that, though 
he would communicate the statement to the two Legations, he could hold out no hope 
of their being so far satisfied with the information it contained as to recommend to 
their Governments the advance which the Grand Vizier seemed to expect. 

Although M. Bizot recognizes that the present itemized statement is a step 
in advance, and contains some useful information, it is not what he has been asking for. 
order to be in a position to judge of the needs of the Persian Government, and to 
consider what measures are necessary to insure the proper expenditure of the money to 
he advanced by the two Governments, he requires a statement showing the receipts and 
expenditure of each Ministry, and, so far, no genuine attempt has been made to satisfy 
this requirement, 




























afternoon, and, in the course of 
ed to M. Bizot’s visit. M. Bizot is still so much in the dark as 
regards the financial sit it would have been premature for me to make 
any mention of the conditions, as stated in your telegram No, 244 of the 5th 
September last, on which His Majesty's Government wonld be willing to join with 
issia in making an adyance to’ the Per ment, and I merely told his 
Tness that the statement was inadequate for the requirements of the Financial 
Adviser, and that until M. Bizot had obtained the information which he had for so 
long been seeking in vain, I could not think of submitting to my Government an: 
Application for an advance, Ala-es-Sultanch showed no surprise; hie was evidently well 
aware of the unsatisfactory nature of the document, from which so much had npparently 
been expected by the Grand Vizier. 
‘Phe Russiin Minister, while reeognizing that the present statement is a step 
ady indeed, hie lays considerable stress on this point—has expressed himself’ as 
id with me as to the necessity of eleciting further information before we 
der the terms on whieh the joiit: advance can be made, 











































G, BARCLAY. 





[40835] No, 280. 


G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receined November 23.) 





(No. 286.) 

. Tehran, October 26, 1908. 

IN your despatch No, 177 of the 29th ultimo you were goo! enough to forward 
to me the paraphrase of a tel of India, objecting to: the 
appointment of Hasbanatul-Mulk: as Governor of Kain in the place of Shaukat-ul- 
Malk. 











7 of the Vth ultimo and No, 269 of 
steps taken by Mr. Marling in support 
Although, at his audience of the Shih on the 21th ultimo, 
Mr. Marling received from His Majesty a promise that he would reexamine the 
question, L regret to state that I have not been able to secure the reinstatement of 
the Shaukat, my representations being met with the reply that, after a re-examination 
of the circumstances of the case, the Shah could not see his way to disregard the 
numerous telegrams he had received from the inhabitants of the province, praying 
for the Shaukat’s removal. I do not think any useful end would he served by pressing 
the matter further. 

‘The objection of the Government of India to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk’s appointment 
is due to its having been obtained through the finaneial assistance of the. Tuussian 
Bank, ‘This is not an objection which could be urged to the Persian Government, and 
no doubt the bank itself would say that the adyanee, which T believe has sinee been 
repaid, was made in the ordinary way of business, 
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‘The representations of the Legation, which the Russian Minister gave 3 

‘to understand he was supporting, hiave throughout heen based on the danger of 

Gisonlers in the provineo should Hiashmatail-Afull be appointed. Our ease. his eon 
sivlint weakened iby dhe, strone : j 

domevbat veakened by Uhe strong stand we wale in support of Hashinat-ul-Mulk 


Govci gi apparent inconsistency of our attitude hss, of course, not eseaped the Persian 


Marling 














__ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 





(40836) No. 231, 


RRS Sir G. Karclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Receiced November 23.) 
Sir, Tehran, November 4, 1908. 
‘vith the uistal montinly summary of events in 





T HAVE the honour to transmit he 
Persin during the past f 





weeks, 





T have, & 
(Signed) 





BARCLAY. 


_—<$———— 


Tnclosure in 





No. UL. —Monthly Summary of vents in Persia. 


Tehran. 


THB Shah continues to reside in the military camp fi 
y » reside 16 ry camp formed on the 4th dune 

Bagh-i-Stah, Amir Behadur, the Sepahsalar or Commande a EAC 
front, and the reactionary régime fs in full sing. Rumours have been eurrent that the 
reverses sustained bythe Shahi forces at ‘Tabreez, for which Amir Behadur was held 
resyonsble ad brow about his downfall. Faenin Farina arrived at‘elian at the 
heginning of October and is supposed to he intriguing to obtain Amir Behndur's post 
Vekil-cil-Dowleh, one of the late Shalis eoustiors, svas arrested. atthe end of Oxtoher 
and taken to BaghsiShab, where he was severely bastinadoed and then expelled. to 
Kastan, fe was accused of agitating in favour of the Nationalist, but had tn reality 

own in his To with Farnam Paria, whom it-was intended to frighten by making. a 
Xumple, Farman Parma, in conversation with a member of His Majesty's Leurtion 
Hint hae nit he obliged to sek British protetion ert 

2, A foree of Porsian Cossacks, estimated at about 400 men with fi 
nee ht osc eat abo en with four guns, left 
Hern for Tabrees on the 12th October, Captain Onhakolf left ‘Tehran on the 19th 
Ietubior to join this force at Kazvin, He subsequently returned to ‘Tehran, Th the 
meantime the Tabreez Nationalists obtained complete inastery over the Shah’s forces 
and Ain-ed-Dowleh retired, as reported in a separate Preparations are now 


being talked of for the dispatch of a large body of troops to Tabreez, includi 
Pa lke iy patch of a large body of troops to ‘Tabreez, including some 


3, Salarsed-Dowh 
the summior of 1007, 
som 
























































brother, who rev 
fas now Toft for Europe, He hai heen wider 1 
ine. 








dispe 
1 ‘ousiders do not pertain to the Colonel's offic 
A ludicrous incident was ved toa member of [is Majest: 


n Representatives which the latter stated he liad h 
Minsel. Heist worthy of syecal reference Deyont show } 
ww duties asstimed since the coup d' Etat of the Bird June vceasionally: bi 
conflict with his civil colleaue, sera Pe 
5. tw rally felt, as reported in the last sammnary, that the Shah's Reseript 
ctoral Law tor th October and the opening of the second National 

pt as “an Assembly”) was not intended seriously and 

as a matter of form, by the joint representations 


interference in matters whieh 
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of the British and Russian Legations. As the time drew near for the issue of the 
promised Electoral Lavy, inquiries were made as to whether or not steps had been taken 
th elaborate such a document, but, although the Minister for Foreign Affairs state to 
His Majesty's Minister that it was actually ready, it was quite clear that he was only 
obeying order ing this statement and that he himself had not seen the document, 
nor could he or any one else throw any light on the subject. In the meantime, as the 
time approached for the fulfilment of the Shah's promise, various reports obtained 
currency which clearly emanated from the Court, to the effect that the provinees had 
telegraphed declaring that they did not wish for a new Parliament, On the 28th 
October the Shah's printer stated that the Electoral Law was under the press and would 
be publ following day, but later gave out that the publication had been 
postponed i ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs, when questioned on the 
subject, stated that he and his colleagues tiad spent the whole day on the 26th October 
elaborating the Law, which had been completed, but was again being modified, 
Mohandis-ul-Mamalck, K.C.MLG,, the Minister of Public Works, sent his son 
on the sird November to. Hix Majesty iow to say that the Shah had told him 
confidentially that he intended’ appointing him Minister for Foreign Affairs, He 
wished to know what view His Majesty’s Minister would take of the appointment, 
Ala-es-Sultaneh, lie said, would probably go to Constantinople as Ambassador. 

7, Mhe cleray of Nejef have sent ‘a very violently worded telegram to the Shah 
stating that his “conduct sounds the heart of the believer, and is an offence against 
the alsent Imam,” and that they would * leave no stone unturned to obtain a represen= 
tative Government.” ‘The message ends with the following passage: * God, hns cursed 
the tyrants ; you are victorious for the mov but you may not remain so.” A trans. 
lation of this telegram has been received from His Majesty's Representative at Bagdad, 
and copies have been, iv seems, widely spread at ‘Tehran, 

SM. Sabline, the new Russian Councillor, is expected here ina week, 

9, Mr. Rergusson, Reuter’s correspondent, has arrived from Constantinople. 

10. M. Cezari, the Corsican Customs official who showed so much activity in Seistan 
and at Kermanshah, died a few days ago at ehran, 

11, Captain Anginieur, of the French Army, has arrived at ‘Tehran from 'Tabreex, 
wliere he stayed three seeks, He is proceeding Co the south vit [spahan and Shiraz, 

(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL 

November 4, (9s. 


‘The situation is reported upon fully in a separate despatels, 


Revit 


1. His Majesty’s Vice-Consul states dhat numbers of Constitutionalists lind intended 
taking refuge at Hie Consulate: on the day of Sir George Barclay’s arrival as a protest 
against the Shah's failure to keep. his promise to sunnmon a new Parliament three 

lis after the dispersion of the late one, ‘The Minister's very short stay at Resht, 

upset their plan 
The port works at Enzeli are not essing very rapidly, A fen wooden 
have been constructed onthe ‘uid the pier on the Kazian side 
has been carried on a few yards. According to the Russian Consul-General the 
ut this statement has been repeatedly made 


Mesied. 


Dabija, the new Russian Consul-General, arrived on the Sth Octob 
called ov His Majesty’= Consul-Gencral on the 11th,” Major Sykes returned his. call 
the next di 

. His y's Consul-General has recently received many requests, from Consti- 
tutionalists for permission to take refuge in the Consulate-General, all of which have been 
refused. 

3. It appears that the Russia Consul-General is trying to secure the dismissal of 
the Karguzar. The latter is growing old, but is the most reasonable and least dishonest 


(1622) 2L 
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Karguzar Major Sykes has yet met, Major Sykes has therefore advised him to do his 
best to settle Russian cases, 

4. Herat reports that 800 families of Jamshedis have returned to their homes. This 
should settle this question, 


Turbat-i-Hayderi. 





A party of 150 robbers attacked a caravan at Chil Paya, on the Kerman road, 
ied off seventy camels with their loads, Four camelmen were killed, and fourare 





and 
missing 

2, On the Nth October a Notice was posted up on the city gate that the Shah had 
ordered elections for anew National Assembly to be held on the 23rd October, to be 
conducted in accordance with religious law, ‘Tabreez was excluded, 

8, Captain Watson recently visited Karez, When he left that place the Russians 
seit a spy to report on his movements, 

J. Iwenty-two Russian Cossacks arrived on the 18th September from Karez in 
fof Captain Ly: ‘Phe Karez detachment of one officer and eleven Cossacks 
had also been relic ig October two Cossacks passed through on their way from 
Meshed to Birjand, and ten from Karez, of whom six were for Bunder Abbas and four 
for Kermat 
Kare 
nti so. 

















ports that the Russian Government have sent 300A arrears of pay for 
employed on the quarantine cordon. 





Ispohan. 





1, ‘The Governor-General has not been able to come to terms with the Bakhtiari 
Khans as to the charge of the roads, the government of Feridoon, and the command 
the troops, He hing attempted to enlist the Mollahs on his side, and the latter are 
consequently asserting themselves once more. 
cea was published in Ispatian al 
Shah's oudeis for clea 
iu ass not to ha 




















ut the 9th October containing the 
ons fora National Assembly to mect on the 14th November. 











for his post. 

1. All roads from Espahin, the Pebiran yoad exew 
and robberies nt posts and 
in Lior 





in the Hinnds of robbers, 






‘onsil for Arabistan, loft for Hamadan on the 
Hh Oe 

G. Tt appears that the 
dismissed, ‘Mie latter is a 


reason why the Russians 





ul-General is trying to. get the Karguzar 
cat friend of the Zil-es-Sultin, and this appears to be the 
wt 10 him, 

















1. Brow the rep 


pears that robberies 
awe takin 


Governor bas expressed 

the postal service 
ome whieh had 
ance passing 












ainel in hiding in 
of the nay Goyernor uf 


for some t 

nto travel iuto Yea with him, 

‘Phe leader of the agitation at Yezd in the summer sain taxes was 

x deported o Moshed when the earavan was attacked ') volbors and he was shot 
Hho people of Yoat believe that he was purposely shot liv his own sards, 














Kerman, 





took refuge in the British Consulite carly in September, but 
loft after a fow days, 
2% Sahib Ekhtiar, the new Governor, arrived on the 21st 
appointed Moczed-Dowleh Deputy Governor and Saad-es-Sultaneh 
3 Nobber bands from Fars have looted several villazes in Kerman distriet, and 
most of the rus ate infested with robbers. 





tember. He has 











131 


Kermanshah. 


1, The Shah recently sent a secret agent to the priests here to get their signatures 

to a paper stating that they did not require a Constitution, i 

‘The Russian Bank opened a branch here early in October. ML, Pinne, the 
agent, is still here, but the bank is to be left in charge of an Armenian formerly in 
the <ervice of the Imperial Bank of Persia, No work is being attempted at present, 
except the transfer of customs receipts, ‘The Imperial Bank's business is increasing 
and has nearly doubled in the last few months, . 

8. On the 18th October a serious disturbance took place in Kermanshah arising 
out of the seizure by thie sous of the Chief of Kalhur of the pretender to that title, ‘Ten 
or fifteen persons were killed or wounded, ‘he present Chief is very unpopular in the 
tribe, and the people rose and compelled the Governor to seize and imprison four of 
his sons, 


Shiraz 


1, Assef-ed-Dowleb, the new Governor-General, arrived on the 21st September, 

His Majesty's Resident and Consul called on him on the 24th, when his manner was 
friendly and he showed himself prepared to discuss matters which were pending in a 
spirit. He called on the Resident and Consul on the 13th October and was 

ut his health is not good, sid most things are left in the hands of Serdar 
ti-ed-Dawleh, ‘The latest reports show that, the Governor-General has 

quite unable to restore order in Fars, and His Majesty's Consul is of opinion that 

the only remedy would be the appointment of a stronger man, On the 26th October 
. Bill aplied that he had learnt secretly that a plot was on foot to expel the 
wernorGeneral and demand a Constitution, ‘The troops were reported to have 
ised to march against the Arab tribesmen, on the ground that they had neither food 


of immunity being given by the Governor-General some of the 
onsulate, but four still remained on the 7th October, 
Alsatian Gorman subject, engaged in pushing the sale of synthetic 
indigo, arrived from Ispaban at Ge end of Septembe 
Many robberies are reported on. the Bushire and Ispaban road, Several posts 
robled between Ispaban and Shiraz, 
tie Sth Oetober the Chahar Mahal Regiment (ook reluge in a body at the 
raph office demanding arrears of pay. Orders from Tehran to pity up all 
been received andasmull instalment having been paid, they lett on 
the 10th, 


Persian Gunn, 
Bushire. 


1, On the 14th September the Darya Beggi recived orders that he was dismissed 
from the Governorship of the Gulf Ports, He left soon after for Ispalian vid Moham- 
inerah, and the Shuja-uleMamalek took over the Governorsliip for Monzizecdl-Dowleh. A 
few days later a telegram from ‘eluan for the Darya Bezyi stated that the matter would 
de arranged and advised him to wail at Mohamucral, 

Deputy Governor received a telegram from the Moa 
saying that he was starting for Bushire, 

Persian Mekran was in a very disturbed state during September owing. to 
an attempt made by one Haji Nawab Khan, aided by the Chief of Geb, to oust Alimed 
Khaufrom the joint Chicfship of Bahu, Ahmed Kiuin's brotvrs were holdiug Gwetter, 
where they were levying customs duties, while he and his fellow-Chiet, Mir Ashref, were 
holding Bahu fort, Haji Nawab Khan was holding a fort at Bahu Kelat, 30 miles from 
Ahmed Khan's fort. 

(Signed) ©. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Attache, 
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Sir G. Barclay to s 

ge ens Tehran, November 4, 1908. 

IN your despatch No. 172, Seeret, of the 19th September, you forwarded for 
Mr. Marling’s observations the Russian Government’s wide-memeire of the 2nd August 
in regaril to railway construction in Persia, f oe 

Te cannot be said that the Russian proposals are encouraging. Judging from the 
aide-mémoire as interpreted by M, Poklewsky on the Srd September (see your despatch 
No, 174, Secret, ot the 2tth September), it is apparently expected that Loudon should 
wide the capital, His Majesty’s Government guaranteeing the interest, for @ railway 
Which, with the conditions projised, would destroy our trade in the Russian sphere. In 
order’ to preserve and develop the commercial interests of Russia in her zone, a 
etwork off railways in the north is projected, and, for the further sateguardius of 
interests in this region, diflerentinl rates are contemplated. ‘The enumeration. of the 
secondary lines in contemplation in the Russian sphere naturally: gives rise to reflection 
‘is to tho desirability of similar tlie south suel, for instance, as the line tro 
Bunder Abbas to Shiraz, with yossible extensions as eireunst ire, See 
Foreign Oftice letter to India Office of the 25th September, 1907.) howev ty 
that M. Poklowsky has wiven it as his opinion that the branches, men in the widee 
indwvire and the line trom Askabiil to Meshed are not intended to be considered with 
the Mohammeral-dulta tine, ‘Mhis is perhaps hard luble with the stipulation 
that the oriler of emsteuction of the varions lines in the Russian sphere must depend on 
the Russian inte volved, but, even admittinw that M. Poklewsky's conception of 
the intentions of the Russian Government is correct, aud that tor the 
think « i thie loss to Britis Grade in Per 
ential rates on that portion of the line within the Russian sph 


ir Edvard Grey.—(Receir 





‘ovember 23.) 





















































pped by 


would be quite 











Tilo not know whether any decision thas been taken as reg 
proposed riilvay, bat L presume that it will pass throngh ‘Tabree \ 
Burujird, Rhorenabad, Dictul, Shuster, and Ahwaz, Our existing commercial interests, 
whiels would be directly affected by such i line, lie almost entively within the Russian 
zone, Out tide, whieh now passes from tie head of the Persian Gulf through Bagdad 
and Kiniwekin. to Kermatishah nd Hamalan, shows an increase during the last four 
ars of from 700,000). to 1,092,001, Besides this, British yoods to the value of about 
150.0001, enter the Russian zone by Trebizond to abreez, Both these branches of 
Dritish trade would evidently be diverted to the Moliammerab-fulfi. Railway when 
Iuilt, and both, i given a fair chanee, would then doubile: 
developments but, if the principle of differential treatment throughout the R 
ix admitted, they ave sure to be handicapped out of existence, which will be all the 

fF vhien Viadikavkas is linked uj with ‘Tillis, and throngh trafic established from 
the districts northi of the . : 

Against this we aight, 1 presine, connt on an increase of trade in them 
resulting as time goos on from the development of the rexions thie 
asses, bul, thonzh some of these possess no doubt great potential wealth, th , 
nent seems at present very remote, ‘They ave thinly populated, and a great part of the 
fing will rin throuch the most lavless districts in Persia, Th any ease we already 
ionopolize such tride as there is in these parts, and_onr only zain would acerue froin 
the expansion of trade already i our hands “In short, we should gain nothing: at 
Russin’s expense, whereas she Would gain much at ours. On the other hand, it must 
be admitted that a railvay trom Molammerah to Julfi, run on the purely * open-doo: 
principle, would probably result in disaster for Russiim vested interests. Possibly. a 
workable arrangement might be devised by whieh the differential tarit? could be restricted 
to the regions north of those fed from Kermanshah and Hamadan. 

The advantages of su carly application to the Persian Governm 
concession are undeniable, and it is umel to be hoped that Russia will 
tions, and that the ponzpurlers between thy two Governwents will result in an early 
agreement, ‘he need tor the construction of the proposed railways as a block to 
extensions of the Bagdad Railway in Persia is indeed no Jouger so urgent, in view of the 
Altered prospects of that railway, die to the recent revolution in Turkey, but there is 
ways the chance of a eompetit Y projects for the neutral 
zone, to take ellect on the expiry of the Russian Railway Agreement in 1910, and it 
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for the desired 
ate her condi- 






















coming forward with rail 
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would be well that we should approach the Pers 
or no « 





Government as soon as possible, it 
ler reason, to forestall other possible applicants for concessions, a step which 
need not necessarily involve the immediate commencement of construction work. 
Tobserve that the Russian Government regard the moment. as favourable owing 
to the lull in German activity due to recent events in Turkey. To this I think may be 
added another reason for considering the present moment to be opportune. Obscure as 
is the political outlook in Persia to-day, it may yet be predicted with confidence that if 
she is left to herself, the trend will be towards a really constitutional régime, and with 
the anti-foreign, and especiaily anti-Anglo-Russian, attitude of the late Medjliss fresh in 
Our memory, it is much to be hoped that the concession will be obtained before a really 
popular Assembly is re-established, 
jewed from the purel 
highly desirable ; their existene 
Government for the 
















wv, the carly construction of railways is 
would put a powerful weapon in the hands of the 
ification of, and the consolidation of their authority in, 
where that authority is to-day a mere shadow and can be set at nought with 
Nor would the Persian Government alone benefit by railways, for. their 
construction and maivtenance would give employment to numbers of the inhabitants, 
while the development which may reasonably be expected of the resources, particularly 
agricultural, of the district traversed by the line could not fail to contribute to the 
prosperity of the population, and should tend to the establishment of a better equilibrium 
between imports and exports, and thereby to a commercial stability which eould not but 
react favourably on the xeneral condition of the country, It is iu consideration of the 
great importance attached by His Majesty's and the Russian Governments to the 
existence in Persia of political tranquillity and commercial security, to both of which 
railway construction would materially contribute, that I have laid stress on this Intter 
aspect of the question, Its consideration, however, gives rise to the reflection as to the 
effect likely to be produced by the passage of a railway through his territory on the 
position of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, in view of the special relations existing between 
im and His Majesty's Government, and I submit that. the opinion of His Majesty's 
eneral at Bushire would be a valuable one on this point, as well as in regard to 

eneral effect of the proposed railway on British interests south of the Russian 












































Inotice that the Russian Government consider that the question of a large external 
loun to Persia should be cousidered si 

















(40838) 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. (Received November 28 





i.) 


Tehran, November 4, 1908, 
214 and 246 of the 18th August 
forward copy of a despatch from 
n 
ns trom Ahwaz northward, 
is Majesty’s Government permits it, no time should be lost in insist 
on the Persiau Government taking the necessary steps to enable a strong r 
party to examine in safety the disturbed country below Diztul and K 
expedition of this kind being a necessary preliminary to the opening up 
district, whether by road or ra 
In view of the Persian ra 
between His 


(No. 289.) 
Sir, 

IN e 
Sth 


















Major Cox suguests that, if 





















this lawless, 














ms the subject of pourparlers 
ment, the Persian ‘Transport 
ran, could hardly: be urged 
cost of the expedition would 
mperia y it may not be prepared to incur 
this expense in. this carly stage of the railvay negotiations, but i the proposed railway 
is ever to be built, we shill ~voner or later have to insist on facilities for tn expedition 
c kind suggested by Major Cox, and it is well to remember that. the situation of 

the Persian Transport Company, as holders of the Concession, whieh they have hitherto 


(62: 2M 














































Seen unable to prosecute owing to the nealeet of the Persian Government to maintain 


order in Luristan, affords us suificient justification for demanding: these facilities at any 
‘iio 









ment is reached between His Majesty’s Government and the Russian 
Gover the subjecy of the proposed Julfi—Mohamnmerah Railway, the arrange- 
ment will, [ presume, contain engazements as regards the rate of construction of the 
sections respectively in the Russian spliere aml the neutral zone, In default of this, the 
necessity is obvious for grappling with the vifficalties of railway construction in Luristan 
at as carly a dite as posible. It would, of course, greatly injure our commercial 
interests if, for irstance, Hamadan were connected by rail with Julfa, while the 
Moliammerah section was stil en Cair at Dizful, 














Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 








Inclosure 1 in No. 2 


Major Cor to Sir G, Barclay. 
No, 10.) 
ge Shiroz, October Ss, 1908, 
IN continuation of previous correspondence, I have the honour to forward a copy 
of wetter which T have addressed to the ¢ ¢ of India on the subject of the 




























‘opening up of communications from Alivax 
Thave, &e, Per. 
(Signed) P, 2, CON ical Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consut- 
General for Furs, Khusistin, Sc: 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 2 
Major Cox to Government of Initia, 
Sir, Shiraz. Octonwr 8, 10S. 
IN amplifeation of my telezeam dated the sth Ostolier, 1905, on the subject of the 
openine up of communications northvaed from Ahwaz E have the honour to refer to the 
communientions inarssinally i have reached me since the submission of my 





Jetter dated! the 29th Mareh, 190s 

2 Before Captain Haworth way able to place me in possession of th 
vations to which prospertive allusion was snade in my letter just quoted, | 
Loriiner happened to find themselves toxether at His Majesty's Legation, anc 1 then 
sugzvated! to them that, with the cognizance and concurrence of His Majesty's Charg 
A’ Atfaires, they should endeavour ty embody their final views ina joint report for the 
information of the Government of India. 

Bor reasons waieh they explain, tho 
in the communications above eitel, Mr. 
have just received a copy, expresse 
Goyeriment. 

L think we are all agreed that the mor 
was proposed to fall back upon in view of the cop 
by the light of recent developments, b 





urther obser- 
he and Captain 


























y have recorded thei separately 
jirling has also, in the despateh of whieh T 
hhis views on the subject to His Majesty's 












Kermanshal, w! 
nility of Luristan, 1 
ted to the background, an| that our efforts 
must he rediieeteil to those more’ direct arteries of connection between Ahwaz and 
Haniadan whieh pass throuzh Luristan, it there is some divergence of 
opinion. Captain Haworth believes that if our tv Consular Representatives concerned 
ist the matter locally tron the north and south respectively, while His Majesty's 
Legation endeavours to keep the Central Government up to worrying its local officers, 
some means of adyanee towards the desired goal will open out before us, Captain 


















* Captain Haworth, No. 1 (Telegraphic), 


gust 6; ditto, Nu. 2 (Telegragt 
ranidum by Lieutenant Lorimer, August 3; Mx, M 


August 10; Memo 
ing, No. 214, August 13; Mr. O'6 


ine, July 25, 1908, 





Lorimer, on the other hand, in view of past experience, is altogether sceptical of our 
chances of succes~ in this direction except in s) lar as the efforts of our own officers can 
ssit in keeping the Iveal Persian officials up to giving effect to orders received from. 
Tehran at the instance of His Majesty's Lezation. 

Tam hound to say that, having regard to the entire failure of the Sardar Mukarram, 
of whom great hopes were entertained, to cope with the Dirakwand difficulty, and to 
introduce amy measure of order iaty Luristan, 1 um inclined to ayree with Captain 
Lorimer 

Whether the country between Dizful and Khoremabadiis to be disenssed as the tract 
most probably containing the best alignment for a railway, or whether for a reasonably 
easy caravan route, the primary problem is the same; no practical advance with either 
project can be maile until the representatives o1 the concessionnaires, or of Govern- 
ment on their behalf, are placed ina position to move about the country and examine 
the alternative alignments in security. {am very much afraid that in leaving the 

vement of this primary sine gud non to local effort we shall only he wasting valuable 
time, and shall still be driven to the other alternative in the end. 

Tsubmit that the great commercial and political interests involved to Great Britain 
in the opening of an expeditious channel for the passage’ of our seachorne merehandize 
from the head of the Gulf northwards indicates, daily more urgently, the need for His 
Majesty's Government to pursue the subject to a definite and speedy issue with the 
Government of the Shah. 

‘The nature of the diplomatic mrasures which must be adopted to bring the matter 
toa head it is beyond my pro to suggest ; moreover, the question will. probably 
turn on the precise state of the negotiitions muderstood v9 be in. progress for the 
acquisition of « Railway Conevssion, or on the measures, if any, on foot for the rant 
of a loan to the Persian Government, on neither of which questions have I recent 
knowledge, 

But, supposing for a moment that neither of the above matters are in a sufficiently 
lively state of progress to affect the question of Messrs, Lynch's Rond Concessions, the 
considerations — 


1. That the British coneessionnaires are simply prevented from prosecuting their 


Concession by the neglect of the Persian Government to introduce the slightest measure 
of order and security into Luristan ; 
2, ‘That their Concession is in a fair way of lapsing through no fault of their owns 
3, That apart from Messrs. Lynch, itis a stron national commorcial interest of 
Great Britain that this route sould be opened up without turther delay ; 


undoubtedly give us ample gro f the policy of His Majesty's Government 
permits it, to insist on the Persian ( i taking measures either of inducement. 
or compulsion, to make it possible and safe for the coueessionnaires or ourselves to xend 
a strong reconnoitring party throuxh the country accompanied by an adcqui 
guard of Indian sowars, for the purpose of eximining the present tract, and, 
selecting a nt 

At the present moment Captain Lorimer, after consulting with Mis, Majesty's 
Minister aud myself, is j Ispahan for Hamadan, Kermanshh, and 

“Kuby, the Wa him through to Diztul. 

Captain Haworth i the question from the north, and. will 
probably join Capt point in his course 

Should! His Majesty's Government decide it tobe expedient to press the Persian 
Government on the lines advocated by Captain Lorimer snd myself, we shall by thae 
time have the benetit of the opivioz of the lutter olliver and Captain Haworth, on 
completion of their tours, as to the precise measures which are needed at the. p 
time to make it possible for a survey party: to pass through, 

Tam forwarding a copy of this despatch ty His Majesty's Minister, 

L have, &e, 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


ite. personal 
if necessary, 
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(Received November 23.) 


























SY Tehran, November 4, 1908. 

T AVE tho honour ty acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 116 of the 
22nd August last, tran ft of the King’s Reguiations whic 
to issue regarding the ded properiy in Gulahek. 

T have earetully examined the Articles of these Regulations, and they hi 
informally discussed with the more import: nd-owners of Gulahek. Tt is evident 

t these Regulations would give us wider powers than we have hitherto exercised, 
and their issue, with the existence of would be attended with 
culties, 1 ession, for 
ouirable 
to submit the 
sent despotic 
nment, and to 




































of these I 
[think re essontial, even under th 
the susceptibilities of the Per 
tion of these Resulitions :— 
Antiole 1. Add at the end of the Article + 
© However, mortnges tra yweon the vill ick are exempt 
from the above conditions, but the Minister must be notitied of the foreclosure of any 
such inc m 


opportunity for the issue 
following modifications, whi 
POxinyy to avoid 
oby cutis 




























or even between mem! 
il it would be a needless and 
tion. if these petty transa 
accompanied by the formalities indicated in Article 1, 

Article 3.—Motlily as follows s— 


ily, are 
ious Waste 
‘ions had to be 














“(1,) Every person applying to the Minis 
within Article 1 of these Regulations shall f 
referred to in Article 

(2) If the pproves the transection, he shall indorse a note to that 
clfect on the original document and return the same to the applicant, If the 
Minister consider it necessary, a copy shall be retained and filed in the archives of 
tho ta 


or his approval of any transn 
ward to him the written document 



















) If the Minister does not approve the transaction, he shall inform the 
ni return the original document without indorsement.”” 






‘Nhe modifications of this Article ed with a view to economy of labour 
nation, filing of docume nd curtailment of useless formalities. The 
nm whieh the Article us modified above would bring into forve is practically the 
inne as that which bis been adopted by the Russian Legation in Zerguendeh, and 
Whicl has, understand, proved most tory. 

1 would snguest. that Article G be omitted al It would be almost 
mipossiblie to put it into-e nipt to do so would bring the Legation 
nto conflict with the as inal Mussulman countries, is the only 
authority ized in matters of success m by the civil Government, — In its 
steal an additional Article might be substituted, to the effect that no one save British 
and Persian subjects has the right to ow 








































hands of His Majesty's Le 
the sine time T think it would be inadvisable to 

tions, and TF would propose to do no more tlian display one copy of them in the 
Consulate, and to supply the Katkhoda with another, which he would be 
instrteted to retain in his possission. 


of the Varti 
y undue publicity to the 












Thave, &e, 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY 
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Tnelosure in No, 234, 


Draft of King's Regulations. 





Pensra, 


Notice, 


THE following Regulations made by His Majesty's Minister and Consul- 
Genoral, and allowed by the Secretary of State, ard published for goncral 
informa 






(Signed) 
His Britannic Majesty's 3 





ister and ConsulGeneral, 
Tehran, » 1908. 
——— 


King’s Regulations under Article 3 ot “The Persia (Regulations) Order in Council, 1901.” 


No. of 1908, 


Gulahek Land, 






as it 
property in the said village of Gulalick, it 





and better provision with regard to landed 
therefore cnacted as follows: — 


1. No person owning or occupying landed property within the limits of Gulahok | 
shall sell, mortgage, transfer, or give the sume or any part thereof, ox let or sublet or 
allow the same or any part thereof, to be occupied by any other’ person. without, the 
approval of the Ministe er, mo) transacted between the villagers of 
Gulahek are exempt from the above conditions, but the Minister must be notitied. of 
the foreclosure of any. such mo 

2. Every conv: ignment, gift or agreeme 
change of ownership er possession of any landed proporty in Gulahe 





















, involving 
shall be in 








—(1.) Every pers 
within Artiel 
referred to int Art 
(2.) Ifthe Minister approve the transtetion he shall. indorse a note to thal offeot 
on the ori document, and return the same to the applicant. If the Minister 
4 copy shall be retained and filed in the archives of the 





# to the Minister for his approval of any transac: 


Regulations shall forward to him the written document 































ister docs not approve the transition he shall inform theapplicant 

nal document without indorsement 

4. No document of title to landed property in Gulaliek bearing date after thes 
) force, other than a will, shall he received in evidence in 

in any British Court unless the approval of the Minister lins heen 









civil proceeding 
indorsed upon it. 















niled property in Gulahek may, 

Minister think fit, be called upon by him to prove that heya oe 
i pproval of 

y such person when so called upon refuses to disclose 

said property, he may besninmoned befor the British Court exercising. suri 

over Gulahck, and, tinless it is proved that the said person owns or is i 

the sail property with the approval of the Minister, the Court may declaruthe sag 


person feited to His Britannie Majesty, and it shall thereupon vest in the 
Min i 


I if the 
‘owns or is in oceupintion of 
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iscloses his title, 
uch person, when so called upon, discloses his title, 
he ation of the said property with the appro 
his approval or make an order for the 
st in the property, or ake such other order as may. 


(3.) Tf any. 
prove that le ow 
the Minister, the Mi 

















an order for the purchase of such person's interest in 





(a) If the ownership or occupation in question commenced before the coming 
into force of these Regulations, by arbitration. “i 

(b,) LF te ownership or oeupation commenced after the comin 
these Regulations, by the Minister. 






into force of 








ms may be enforced by 
sulahe! 
property. i 
Minister, whi 


by the Minister und 
itish Court exercising i 
7. TE any question arises whether any 
the Tiinits of Gulalick it shall be reierred to. th 
de final, i 
8, ‘Tho Minister may issue: 
documents in accordance with Article 
rewister of the owners and oceupiers of 
'9. In these Regulations * Ministe 
Consul-Goner nuclides 
of the Si State 
propel vs every buildin 
uscd for habitation, business, or pleasur 
plots of land, whether appurtenant to 
10, Mhese Regulations may be cited 
shall come into fore on a day t0 be dee 








or is not wit 
decision 


















to the mode of filing copies of written 
to the maintenance of a 
nded property’ in Gulahck. 
vans ITis Britannic Maje: 
@’Aifaires or person acting, with the approval 
onsul-General; and “landed 
4 thereof, whether the be 
niall gardens, fields, vi is, or other 
or structure or not, 
hick Land Regul 
ter. 































ions,” and 






(Sign , 
His Britannic Majesty's Minister and Consul-General, 


Tehran, . 1908, 


Allowed 


(Signed) GREY. 








(40841) No. 285, 


Sir G. Rarely to Sir Eilirard Grey.—(Reeeived November 23.) 





3, 2003.) 







"YER, MARTING duly received yor 
respecting the transfer of the Tmperkil Bank's 
recvipts to those of Mushir ae te ty my 
with M. Mornard to obtain the Pers: «| f 
proposed a Tea UNEStCE ENT now informed Mr, A. O. Wood the Ch 
Manager, that the Minister of Finance finds it impossible for the moment to comply 
with the Bank's demand: 
Mr, Wood called upon me t 
of his negotiations, and to invoke the support: 
> the honour to transmit « copy of the note w 
Government in compliance with Mir. Wood's req) 

Mr, Wood tells me that the amount due hia 
of the Anglo-Indian loan of 1903-4) is some 1754 
Busi eustoms eecelpts should aay sul 
isturhod state of the country, they at present 
Ba (S002), or 205,000 tomans (41,3001) a 

















Is m me of the by 
Ilis Majesty's Legation, and T now 
1 TL hive addressed to the Persian 
ost. 

yearly on these advances (exclusive 
G00 tomans (35,0001). Kor this the 
in normal years, but, owing to the 
amount to no more than 4,000 tomans 
“ar, 





































Thave, &. 
(Signed) ’ G. BARCLAY. 
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Inclosure in No, 





Sir G. Barcloy to Ala-es-Sultanch. 


Your Hihne Tehran, November 4, 1908, 
1 is in pursuance of instructions from Ifis Majesty’s Government that 1 have 
the lionour to address your Highness on the following matter :— 


‘The proceeds of the custom-house ai Kermanshah have, as your Highness is 
probably aware, been until lately empioyed to meet the interest on thie advances made 
to the Persian Government by hese are now no 
Jonger available for this purp my duty to request 
Imness to he so good as to 
ns-house at Bushire may apart: to meet the interest on the 

by aan arrangement similar to that until lately in force at Kermanshah, 
ined each mouth by the Bank to meet the interest 








































of course be necessary to make further provi 
interest in question should the receipts of the Bushire 
the purpose. 





on for the payment of the 
pms-house not suilice for 














Tavail, &e, 
(Signed) 1, BARCLAY, 
40842) 
Sir G. Barclay t0 Sir Edvard Grey.—(Recvived November 28:) 
(No, 294, Confidential.) 





Sir, ‘Tehran, November 5, 1908, 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 268 of the 2nd ultimo, I have the honour to, 
report that during the first week of October the relations between the Governor. 
General of Tabreez and the Nationalist. party showed no signs of improvin 

ious attempts which were made to arrive at a solution of the diflicu 
situation were unavailing, IU was, moreover, clear that Ain-ed-Dowleh had 
intention of see iely concession to coneiliate the Nationalist. par 
moreov: i ates of the city andallowing none of the necessaries o 
de brought into t lc producing great distress amongst the people, 
the indignation of all classes of the population, 

Op the 9th a simultaneous atiack was made by the nthe Governor= 
General’s camp and on the Maku cavalry, who were holding the Aji Bridge near one of 
the gates of the town, ‘he fixht, which continued for some ten hours, resulted in. 
complete Nationalist. i e Maku cavalry being ronted and the Royalist eamp 
thrown into. great confi In the course of this fight the Russian telephone station 
near the Aji Bridge was the scene of much bloodstied, and about forty Maku Kurds 
were there killed, ‘The Russian Manager of the Tabreez-Julfa road, according to 
M. de Hartwig, barely escaped with his life: and was saved by: of Sattar 
Khan's men 

On the 12th the Davachi 
bands vf the Royalists, surrendered, and the loading Mujtehed and Siinia 
Teader of the Marand eavalry, together with all the Itoyalists, fled. Meir hon 
the celebrated Anjuman Islamieh, the head-quarters of the reactionnties, were lvoted 
and burnt, From this time the city bas een in the urdispated possession of tho 
Na ‘The Royalist troops under Ain-ed Dowleh were removed to some 

Tabreez, Ain-ed-Dowleh was dismissed and Ferinan Ferma appointed 
to suce , but, on the latter's refusal to take up office, Ainced-Dowleh has since 
been reinstated. 

By the 18th October the Russian Government had decided to send in 80 or 100 

ry, but eventually were persuaded to abandon their 
















































of the town 





hich until’ then 



























wc Nationalist party the situation in Tabreez has on the whole 
improved, and the bazaars were reopened on the 28th October, but the trade of the 
town continued to suffer considerably owing to the action of Shuja Nizam, who, alter 
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was sent to him by post whien willed huh hin and one of his sons. Si r 
traffic on the road has been much hinder a surviving son, who has proclaim 
Sinclf Governor of Maran and the r roum has also been very unsafe owing 
1» the presence of briganls from Maku, sigh 
eer ail aA that wiaer GaeRoal dtentoltthe Royalists the Nationalist 1 
have addressed telegrams to the Siah and the Minister for Foreign Affairs expre 
thoir loyalty to itis Majesty and announcing to His Highness their intention to do. all 
in their power to protect the interests of foreigners in the tiwn. Copies of these 
telugrains were sent to most of the foreign Missions in Tehran, 
























BARCLAY. 





40843 | 





Sir G. Bureluy to Sw Kdward G 








(No, 295, Seeret,) r 
Sir Tehran, November (, 1 

I HAVE the honour to transit to you herewith diaries of the Military Attaché 
His Majesty's Consulute-General at Meshed, Nos. 40, 41, 

















Inclosure 1 in Ni 








No. 10, Diary of Militury Attu 





leslie for week ending October %, 1908, 





Summary of 3 








eT ASIIKENT reyorta the atriral of 1,000 reeraita by: Orenbung Talay, 600 of 
these ave for the regiments of Orenburg Cossacks, then 100 are artillerymen, 
rrison report from ashikent shows this garrison to he tiorinal, ‘ 
daily mortality from cholera m ‘Tashkent city is 
fron 40 to 60, and trom 0 in the whole district, including the city. ‘These 
tex niny acon Izh, especially for the district, and it is possible that our corrce 
iitent has ineluled deaths from other causes than cholera; but Tashkent is a city of 
150,000 inhabitants, and probably many more deathy oceur than are indicated by the 
‘eases inthe cholera hospital, 





























Behe Termex troops have all marched towards Kilif, for manures, leaving 
behind them what seems a yecord small number of troops to hold Termes during their 





absen 





4, The thet of Termez being lett almost without troops shows that the Afghan 
frontier is quieting down after the excitement caused by the Jamshedi episode, 
Most of te slamshedis haye now returned to Afghanistan, and a small party: of 
“jnreeoneilables”” oie to Samarkand. According to our correspondents, thi 
Jimslielt a ide the Russians decide to increase the number of Cossacks 
fon the Kushk frontier: the establishivent of Cossacks in future to consist of 200 at 
Kaushik anil 200 at Ponjdeh, 
































the last lew weeks our Kizil Arvat correspondent lias been prophesying 
outiage aid disaster on account of the wholesale discnarges and reductions. of pay 

the civilian railvay mechanics and workmen, It would scem as if he were 
riglil: this week we haye news of five seripus railway accidents involvin derable 





oss al lite and great pecuni 
adamaged Ama Darya brid 
wieek the bridge. 
Te Turkestan railways have 
‘onterop points clearly to the o 





y loss to the railway, Our Charjui agent has a story of 
“pier, which looks as if an atte had been made to 









eon very five from accidents lately, and this sudden 
nized reveuge of discontented mechanics, 
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“ Transcaspian Review.” 


Seplemier 15.—On the 11th September a mail train ran off the line near 
Kaufmanski Station; the mails were delayed seven hours by this accident, 

On the 10th September there was a collision on the Kushk line, 

September 16.—Vhe Tashkent, Syr Darya, Samarkand, and Ferghana distriets are 
officially declared to be infected with cholera, 

Septemler V7.—On the 13th September the mail train ran off the line between 
Katta Kurghan and Nagornaya, All the carriages of the train were wrecked. 

September 18.—As cholera has appeared in Transeaspia, imports and exporls of 
articles capable of carrying infection are forbidden, 

September 19.—The Firyuza Railway will be closed from the 3rd October. 

On the 18th September eighty-three men of the 4th Company of the 2nd Railway 
Battalion left Firyuza by train for Askabad to convoy back some rifles; 7 versts ont 
from Firyuza the brake broke; the train then ran away and was violently derailed 
seventy-four of the solliers were injured and were conveyed to Ak ‘Topo Hoxpital. A 
train came from Bezmen to remove the injured. 

(Later news) of the injured in the above accident ; one is dead, twelve are dying, and 
twenty-one are dangerously injured, 

On the 13th September a passenger train 
between the stations of 
train was much damazed, 

September 22.—On account of cholera 
territory to Persia have been clos 

September 23.—From the 7th to the 18th November the reservists of the 2nd 
Turkestan Reserve Brigade will parade daily at 8 A.at 






































derailed on the ‘Tashkent Railway 
baza and Keles; vineteen passengers were injured, and the 








the Artik and Chacha routes from Iu 









“Turkestan News.” 


September 16.—On the 15th Seplember there were in ‘Tashkent hospital twenty- 
three cases of cholera, ‘The averaze mortality is 40 per cont. 

On the 17th September Prince Khilkov arrived in ‘Tashkent by the ‘Tashkent 
Railway, and went on to Ferghana the same day. 


On the 19th September there were twenty-seven eases of cholera in ‘Tashkent 
hospital, 





Kisil Areat Report (jor Krasnovodsk). 





plembier 3.—One Indeed 1 
Septeuber i.—Vilty Russian 
and Penjdeh, 
September 13.—Twenty Russians were discharged from the 
September 14,—Fifteen Taman Coss: and ten ‘TY 
frontier, 
September ¥ ef of (this section of) the Railway arrived from Krasnovodsk 
to go into the claims of 160 Russian workmen who have been discharged fiom the works 
shops here. ‘The workshops have been closed. A certain number of workten have 
been given the option of, remaining on at a reduced rate of pay; some have icepted 


this, others have retused. ‘There is much discontent among the workmen, and outrages 
are expected, 


Troops at Kizil Avvat:-— 
300 men Geok ‘Yepe Reserve Battalion, 
100 ‘Taman Cossacks, 
30 Frontier Guard, 
50 men (1st) Railway Battalion, 









passed through B, 


mujiks” passed through 1, en route for Band-i-Sultan 





railway workshops, 
comans Jeft for the Persian 


















Sarakhs Report, 





4—The trovps parade every day, the scouts wo 
es on foot, sometimes mounted, 
Strength of the Garrison 


Sth Transeaspi 





x with the 








Battalion, 900 stron 





cluding scouts and machine-gun 








50 Kavkaz Coss 
50 Frontier G: 
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rv Report. 


September 18.—Forty ‘Transeaspian Sappers, with entrenching tools, left by Kushk 
eS lite 719,—Thirty trucks full of sleepers came in from W. and were sent on to 
the Kushk branch, 

September 21.—A large ni 
On the 18th instant fourteen Famshied 
a Turk (Tartar) interpreter, came in from Kushk. 
‘2st September, 





nher of the Jamsheilis have gone back to A 
on, fully armed, accompanied by: 
yr Samarkand on the 











Mert-Kushk Report. 







on of the 2nd ‘Turkestan Pioneer Battalion (he must 
mean the jattalion) lett Merv by Kushk train, These men had 
lately coe from ‘Pashkent. 3 epee 
ue Loe AiheOne hondeeday man Consaehs left Mere for Kuk, Tt 
ig said that the Russians intend to the number of Cosacks on the \ishan 
fronticr, and that in future there will he 200 at Kushk and 200 at Penjdeh. i - 
Soptenbier V7.—A party of influential Jamshedis eame in to Mery by Kushk train, 
were most carefully garled en route to prevent any A\ attacking them, and 
ns soon near the train were seized anit searched (for arms). bts a 
¢ is a regular panic at Kushk now on the subject of Afghan assassins. al 
ins seen being carefully searched, and arrested if their passports are not. in perfect 
order. ‘The Kushk defences have been specially strengthened to prevent people climbing: 
nat night, walls being heightened, barbed yire fences made, &e, 
‘Phe work at Band-i-Sultan is bein carried on energetically. aa 
‘De hanad”™ (dam) fs nearly ised sal the ennal is being posed om frp. 
A resular bridge is being built over the river, Five hundved men are engaged on 
all this work, 



















































Charjui Report. 





September 1. —Uwo hundred ‘Pranseaspian infantey passed B, by rail, 

Benatar One of the piers of the Amu Darya bridge has be 
is ina diangorous state; 400 men are working on it now. aS: 
on Septentber 20-—Nieow Inuned Curkestan infantey yasseil B. by rail 





damaxed and 











‘Termes Report. 








September 19,—wo steamers have come in during the past w 
steamers brought 000 poods weight of ordnance stores; a large proporti 

sisted of gun and rifle ammunition. £2,000 ponits of ee. 
Muhainmiad Sarwar Khan, fi t) of the Governor o 
1, who fled into Russian’ territory about nine months azo, has just retu 
chanistan wi is followers, ¥ 
EEA Hiboe ALG us the fortress artillerymen with a number of fea 
marehed for Kilif on the 18th September, only leaving small detachments lie 




























The only complet 
remains in ormez, ene 


corps, whieh did not march, is the pontoon company; thi 
wed in its usual duties. 





Samarkand Report. 





September 15.—Lweuty-four boxes of rifles came in by rail from ‘Tashkent. 
Bhilenber 18. —The Governor-General is ested ere shorty fom Tashkent to 
inspect the garrison; preparations are being made for his reception, z 
SOENIL tho troo)s inluding thet battties, have just returned from a week's training 
in the hills, 











‘Tashkent Reports 


September 9, 
‘T. O. Railwa 

September 11. 
1, O, Railway. 


Four hundred men for the 4th (Orenburg) Cossacks came in by the 








Iwo hundred men for the th (Orenburg) Cossacks came 
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September 15.—Four hundred artillerymen, with some horse 
Railway. 

‘There has been cholera here for some tine—nearly a month. ‘The cholera eame to 
‘Tashkent by the T. 0. Railway. ‘There was cholera in the villages all round ‘Tashkent 
Jong before the disease was recognized in the Miny people suffering from cholera 
ave been taken out of the train on its arrival from Orenbirg Only a small propo 
of the eases which occur in the city find their way to the cholera hospital. Latterly 
the daily mortality from cholera ‘has been about 50, to G0 in ‘Tashkent, and from 

in the whole district (including the city), 
Garrison of Tashkent :-— 


Ist, 2nd, Grd, 4th Rifle Battalions, abont 1,000 strong each, with ninety horses 
and four machine guns, 

Khojent and Tashkent Reserve Battalions, about $00. men each; no horses or 
machine guns, 1 did not see any two-wheeled transport earls, but cach of 
these six battalions had five large fourgons for transport 

Ist, 2nd, Srd, 4th QF, Field Batteries (the Sid and 4th do not belong to 
‘Tashkent, but they were there for training this summer). 

Besides the field batteries there are. the artillery park and) fortress. artillery, 
wlio have a total of about S00 men, 

Orenburg Cossack Resiment, about S00 strong, 

One Inmdred Lesghian Cossacks, employ 

‘Two hundred men of the Intendan 

Four hundred Mounted Frontier G 


came in by the 'T, O. 




































lon police duty in the town, 





rd, 





‘There are three magazines (stores as well 


the artillery lines, one in the infiuitr 
posted on each of these magazines, 


Over 2,000 men are employed in the 'T, O, and C, A, Railway workshops. 
(Signed) MW, SMY'IH, Captain, 
Military dttaché, 


s inaazines in our sense), one in the 
Jines, A guard of 100 men is always 








Meshed, October 3, 1908, 
_——— 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 





No, 41.—Diory of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending October 10, 1908, 


Summary of News. 
(Seeret.) 









ARRISON Feport from Merv shows the 
Strength; ut the deficiencies seem due to local eases, e., a mumber of suppers io 
working at Sultan Band, and some troops have gone off to the east to try, to, pit 


down one of the numerous bands of brigands who have infested the Merv district fora 
lor 


garrison to be rather under normal 











Merv reports the arrival from Askabad direction of a medical eo 
‘This is probably the same corps reported by Askabad (Diary No. 
sent towards Krasnovodsk at the time when chole 
that the disease is appros 
been recalled to the threatened side, 

3, here is cholera at Khiva, and at Charjui too, 1 hear; but the 
inereasing in virulence or spreading in such a way as to cause general alarm 

4, The Russians are taking various ste) to prevent theit Jamshedi i 
from giving more trouble, ‘The Jamshedis are not being allowed to {i 
settlement, but are heing seattered about in uiflerent locations; more 
their turbulent Chief, Said Ahmad Beg, has been removed to Samarkand, 





rps 120 strong, 
36) as having been 
A was expected vil that port, Now 
hing from the other direction, the medival corps may have 














disease is not 











nmigrants 
m one large 
mportant still, 









“ Transeaspian Review.? 
September 25.—This year the Iinperial lands in ‘Turkestan protuced 85,000 poods of 
bread from 8,510 dessateens of land under wheat cultivation, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kozlyanenov has been appointed to the command of the Kushk 
Railway Company. 
















‘A truck Inden with stone was upset at Kermene and dragged along in such a way 
| that 450 sageens of the track (sleepers, Sc.) were forn up. ‘ 

Lieutenant-General Pokotilo has retired from the Semirechia command. 5 

Feeley aso Gerd cesar of Tu Vasaa)caen to uraurcaziaon Fe 
2nd October; he is expected at Askabad on he Gth October, 

From the 28th August to the 3 ‘d September 118 cases 
to Tashkent Hospital ; of Wig 42 aie fe 

‘There is cholera at Fort Alexandrovsk. ¢ ae 

Tiitice ile guuine cervouree echscreterseerthaeraunitsn ey res 
found by the police at ‘itis 

















of cholera were admitted 











eptenter Six K 
even trucks fall of sleep a 
Sipllndarore=ttwonty inen of the Rronties Guard eft E> : 
Erutener Oeste Suven trucleeloPiraile/anditenilrasks'of alecpers ene: 
GH cane Riu chalereanhR WeciMfallWetcnmers?acsitinenreaboarlesabvato 
health ollicers at some distance from the shore, and are only allowed to come in after a 
close inspec 





















ing fe z 
compel the Russians to interfere. All the small frontier garri 


ral idea continued fighting in. Tabreez will sooner or later 
ral idea that th mi seen ete he 
are bein accordingly kept at much above their 








Caneasins and 0 
normal strength 
Garrison of Krasnovodsk 


ishlyar frontic 








200 men Krasnovodsk Reserve Battalion, 
100 men Ist Railway Battalion, 

) 50 Cossacks, 
80 Frontier Guard, 


Savakhs Report. 






day, 
, go off together 


1s of the troops proceeds as usual ever. 


AR sand mounted infantry 


he tour machi 
away frou the other troop: 








Merv Report. 





Seplonter 22.—"vo hnndel men of he 7th Transesspian Watalion left B.5 they 
ul their atins and accoutrements (ie,, they were not time-expired), . 
ce ES EIGER Eh RTE RN, 
September 28, One hundred men of the Kushk (Reservo) Battalion came in from 
Kushk and telt by rail Wo 
Bitty Kava Consol 
5 the east of Mery SENT one 
ies One lundred: Kavknz Cossacks left by rail tie fifty Cossacks 
entionedd above left by road, so these others might be a reinforcement. 
SEES are et sleepers and rails came in from W.; these were sent through 
N k branch next day, * & 
Fe eS as Comaite RVG ROUT 
ical corps, 120 strong, eame in from W, 
ne in from W. 











nt out after some robbers who hiave been terrorizing the 

















Forty loxes rifle ammun 
Garrison of Mery 





n Battalion, 800 strong. 
500 strong. 






7 Cosack Regiment, 100 strong (presumably this includes the 150 
detached locally) 

Intendanee, 100, 
Medieal Corps, 120. 


145, 





Mere+Kushk Report. 






September 28—-Said Abinad Beg, the Chief of the Jamsliedis, has left Merv by tail 
en route for Sarmarkand, 

About half, the original number of Jamshedis have gone back to Afhanistan, 
Those who remain are being allotted land in different places; some of them are being 
settled near the station of Sari-Yasi, 


Sixty two-wheeled transport carts fave been sent from Merv to Sultan Band, 








Charjui Report, 


‘eptember 2: 





-—Boxes said to contain 600 rifles came in from f 
(Signed) I, SMY’ 





IT, Captain, 


Military attaché, 
Meshed, October 10, 1908, 


— 


Tnelosure 8 1 





No, 42.—Dinry of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending October 17, 1908, 


Summary of News, 


NERAL MISHCHENKO, Gove 
and wounded during mana 
blank eartridge attack on the 





ernor-General of Turkestan, has been shot at 
es at Askabad, On the 5th October he was watehing a 
aodan (south) side of Askabad, when four sappers, who 
had provided themselves with ball ammunition, opened fire on him. ‘The whtligge of 
bullets attracted the attention of the stall, and the attack was stopped, but not belore 
Sas carn tilets had struck the Governorstseneralin the thigh, fis Adjutant (? D.C.) 
Jed too, 
four sappers were immediately arrested with ball cartridge and fired ball eases 
possession 
neral Mishchenko mounted his h 
was shot), s0 the wound could not have | 
hemorrhaxe, and he was removed to hi 
and attended to there, 
2, Following on last w 
of robbers who were terrori 




























® (lie was sitting in an easy, chair when he 
mn very serious; but there was considerable 
special railway carriage (at the Askabad station) 








s Mery report of the 


movement of troops against bands 
ur the distri 


ralshs now 











‘ ports that a party of sixty 
of these Has looted ten Russian fourgons carrying Russian trade gouds from 
Nejen to $ One hundred Turkoman sovars trom Sarakhs were sent alter these 
robbers, and troops trom Merv w ned to, 





dl to cut them off, as they were reported 
nation was evidently’ a blind, as the band 
9 the Merv-Sarakhs combined operations were a 


to be retiri 





towards Mery, ‘This 
rd of near Kalka, 








failure, 

3. Mery reports mov 
connveted with oparet 
returned to their stations, 
serious, 





ments of various parties of troops, but they s 
against robbers. ‘The Merv and Kah 
There is some cholera at Mery, but 





cem to be mostly 
batteries have 
does not seem 











“‘Transcaspian Review.” 





October 1.—General Mishchenko i 
Mery on the Ist October, 1 
Askabad on the 2nd October. 

During the mancouvres # military train ran off the line 
the line for three ho 

October 2.—The Governor-G 

‘There is cholera at Mangishlak, 

October 4.—The Governor-General went to Fi 
Ath and 5th October he will be present at manceuvres on the Gavdan side. 

October 6.—A disastrous occurrence marked the close of the 
General Mishehenko was wounded by « rifle bullet, ‘The Gen 






due to arrive at Charjui on the Ist October, 
d Octolier, Kabhi on the 2nd October, 











at Kokand; this interrupted 











eral arrived at Axkabad today, 








‘ryuza on the rd Octolwr; on the 








Askabad manauvre: 
al Was § 
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easy chair watching the progress of the attack, his Adjutant, Khorunji Zabievorot, 
being in attendance on him. Suddenly bullets began to whistle past them, and the 
Gontral was hit in the thigh by a bullet evidently fired by a soldier instead of the 
Blank he should have been firing, ‘The Adjutant was hit in the lew at the same time. 
‘The General ot on his horse and rode to his special railway carriage, the Mood running 
all over the saddle on the way. On arrival at his carriage he was attended by doctors 
from the hospital. 

Three hnndred and twenty thousand roubles have disappeared from the mail train 
between Tashkent and Charjiti : two postal officials are under arrest. 

October 7.— I Mishchenko left, Askabad on the 7th October. He is due at 
Merv on the 7th, Kushk on the 8th; leaves Kushk on the 9th, Bairam Ali on the L0tb, 
GCharjui on the 12th, Samarkand on the 28th. 



























Krasnovodsk Report. 





have passed through en route for Russi 





‘The following tine-espired m 
September 26.—Uwenty men of the Mery Re 


September 29. Witty artillorymen, 
October 2.—en men of the Kushk corps. 


ve Battalion, 














he following railway material has bi 


Six trucks of rails and fourtes 

seven trucks of ails. 

Piree trucks of rails and fifteen trucks of sleepers. 
trucks of sleepe 

vay Battalion left B. 

pid to-day’; there were 150 of them. 


n trucks of sleepers. 







September 
September 2 
September 30. 
Oololer 2 One truck of rails and fitter 
inbier We men of the Ist 








Askabad Report. 


{teries have returned to Kahka by road from 
hattories:— 





September 80.—the two Kalki 
Askabad, ‘The following is a deseription of th 
(a) Kubanski Cossack horse battery of 6 QF. guns; guns fire a yi 
rank (Russian ponds), - About 200 Cossack artillerymen and 200 

not the propety of the Russian Government, 
( 8 fire a projectile weighing 
iy other irregulars) artillerymen to 














weighing: 20 
$09 ar 


Horses; U 
+ battery of 6 


(h) Mort y 
70 zvwanknss 260 Russian (ie., not Cossacks or a 


this battery. 












Dattalions fn Askabad has 80 horses and 4 machine guns. 


Bach of the: infant : 
His no horses; but now orders have been issued that the 


Only the reserve battalion his 
reserve battalion {oo is to receive 80 horses. 








Surakis Report. 






2. nz to some Sarakls mujiks have by 
and plindored by a band of sixty ‘Turkoman robbers between Teien and Saraklis, ‘These 


aaeea sa were carryine goods for Satakhs traders, Mangli Khan, with 100 Turkoman 


Lownrs, lig started ont alter these robbers, 
Twenty of this same gang have lately 
Saraklis road, 

‘This same band bas committed s 
open defiance of the Russian author 
Sout against them without any success, i 

Heiner S.-Mangli Khan's party: returned, having failed to come up with the 
robbers A panty of 100 Cossicks, supported by some futimtry, came from Mery to 
Help them to cut aif the band ; but these were not any more suc ful. 

Detoher f.—News lias been received to the eilect that the band of 


October 2 ‘Ven waggons helon; 






Deen openly holding up people on the Mery 





‘eral daring robberies lately near Mery itself, in 
‘Yeoops trom Mer have several times 
























sty robbers 


huis licen seen near Rabka, 


tiventy-five tinie-expired Cossacks came in from Karez, They have been relieved 





by a fresh party. 
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Merv-Kushk Report, 









September 29.—About 200 Transcaspian infantry came in by rail from W. 
sien Eee satel of the Ist Railway Battalion left W, by rail, 
ers hundred Taman Cossacks, with their arms and horses, came in by 
October 2.— One Inunired artillerymen with fe in f 
Ter One lane » with four QF. guns eame in from Askabad 
‘Mhese are the last of the Mery Held Battery, which Iiis been in Askabad all the 
October 








































—One hundred Kavkaz Cossicks came in from Kushk brane! 
anseaspian Battal 





Two 
mm left W. by rail. They said they were 











e is cholera in Merv, 
troops and other Russians, 

rds of the J 
in into A anistan, 

siis wanted. to be all together in the 
not please the Russians, who wished to split them ups so the 
went back to their own eountry, : 





ur or five deaths a day are occu 





1 among the 





across from Afghanistan 








rachak district. This did 
Decame discontented, and 








Charjui Report, 





September 27.—One hundred infantry, with two machin 
Senenber 2 dred infuntry, with two machine-guns, passed W, 
member 30—A, train passing Uirough W. nd six trucles of rails, and. two 


waggons of stores, said to include a number of i 
raggons of uelude a number of boxes of rifles and a quantity of 


Gurrison of Charjui :— 





600 me 





17th Turkestan Battalion, 
80 men, with horses and machine-guns. 
400 men, Ith and 19th Battalion 
400 men, Anu Darya Flotill 

200 men, Railway Battalio: 

100 ten, Frontior Battalion, 

40 artilleryiiei 














Sawarkand Report. 





September 28.—-The Governor-General arrived her i 

stores figrter 28 The Governor-General arrived Here and. inspected the troops, 
September 29.- 

private com 
September 











dar Ishak Khan called on the Governor-G 
29. Sinlar Ishak Khan called on the Governor-General and tad a tong 


—The Governor-General left by 
(Signe, 








il W. 
ned) I, SMYTH, Captain, 
Military Attae) 








Meshed, October 17. 1905, 





(40782) Ne 








Nicolson to Sir Eiiwurd Grey.—(Received November 28 





) 


St. Petersburgh, November 9, 1908, 
to inquire what news he had 
of the Shah to abrogate the Constitution, 
the accomplishment of the act seemed to be 





(No, 513.) 

Sir, 

_ 1 CALLED on M, Isvolsky this ing 
from "elirn, in reganl (othe intention of 
as, from Sir G. Barelay’s telegram No. 3 

















d that M. Isvol 
the subst 





y liad received no news at all from M. de Hartwi 

wl from M. de Hartwig, $0.1 
ce of Sir G, Barelay's above-mentioned te tude (a 
psquent that telegram I had received another from, Pehran 
eating eau tie iorandan had been handed into the Persian Minister fo 
Galen Affairs yesterday's and as the Shih apparently hn only promise! to Gnesi 
fe tet eg uget the wishes expressed in the petitions gana the Constitution, i 
as jut that i might reconsider his position, At the same time 
abrogation of the Constitution, if yersisted in, would in all probability lead. te aeave 



































‘eonsejuences; and in any case, in view of the advice which had been so often ziven to the 
Shahi by the British and Russian Governments, such an act on the part of His Majesty 
should be viewed very seriously by both Governments, It seemed to me that the Shah 
should be in some way given to understand that he could not lightly disresard the: 
counsels which had been proffered. 
Asvolsky fully ci the gravity of the situation, but he said he could 
| opinion until he had received some report from 
M. de Hartwig, for which he had telegraphed, as to what actually had occurred, He 
dhe would like to know what steps | could suggest to mark tie disappr ll of the 
tyo Governments, [told him that itwas a little difienlt to indiexte the measures which 
might be most appropriate, © protesis would probably liave but little effect, 
Dut perhaps if the Russian Government were to withdraw their officers for a limited 
time the Shah might comprehend that he could expect ny assis of any kind from. 
Russia, 

M, Isvolsky, who did not reject the tion absolutely, said 
grave objections to such a step. If the Russian « " 
doubt that vithor they would be immediately replaced hy German or Austrian officers, oF 
if the Cossack bri e left without any European officers, it would be perfectly 
uxcless for the purposes of maintaining order, Besides, it might be better tu await 
further aud fuller information as to what {nud wetually occurred ; and the public telegrams 
treated the question as if the pr 

action on the part of the Shaki, 
consent to the Constitution being abandor 

Aw it seemed to me to he wiser, in the present phi 
to the withdrawal of the Russian olivers, as L wished to give no cause for any sus 
on the pitt of M, Isvolsky, [lett that portion of the question alone, and we. pro 
to spouk vazuely as to tle possible consequences of the violation by the 5! 
promises. id it be considered necessary later to moot again the 
Oflicers, it will be easy to recur to the subject now that it has beon by 
M, Lvolsky hinisell might Hereafter he not indisposed to examin 

ously, Ehave doubts it others would he willing to recall the Russian offi 




































that there were two 
ers were withdrawn, he had no 





























scintition of the petition was merely preparatory: to 
en his 











i not stated that he had actual 





y 















not to press further 




















T have, &e. 








(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
(40783) No. 239, 
Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir ilward Grey—(Reccived November 
(No. 515) 
Sit, St. Petersburgh, Novenher 12, 1908, 


LAAVE communicated to M_fyvolskey 
roiling the financial eonition of Pei 
No.3 of the eh ultimo, and [have tol 
talk over the questions both of railways in Persia and of a tan whe 
oistire to deal with thesesubjects. I understand that there is no 
on tl above matters, and as ML Isvolsky is much oeeapied with qu 
mmdiate importance it is probable that 
to take these other subjects into consideration. 


of Mx, Mavtin 
to do in you 
cy that [ shall be 


full Sumi 













despatch 
dospatel 
SHE 


























Thave, & 


(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 








(40786) DoH 


Sin sl. Nicolson to Sir Kiiward Grey—(Received October 23.) 


a1S,  Contidential.) 





St, Petershurgit, Oc 
y postions of a long te 
not been sent by the Legation, giving a very 
sian capital! [twas mported that the 
Dut surronnded the Shay that the finances 
tM. Bizot found many obstacles placed in his 





M. ISVOLSKY wl to ine to-d 
from Tehran, but which he told me 
glopiny picture of the situation inthe 
Hionaries were few in numbe 
were in a deplorable condition; aud th 





























the Medjli 
serious wor} 


and it w 





I told him that it was necessar 
should assemble, 
nh. 
ed, and [ trusted that, 


situati 
conver 
British a 





efforts of the reat 
M. 1 
to M. de Hartwig t 









an Assembly, 
said that the 
trusted th 








M. Isvolsky said 

















Id, and the 
hich I understand the 
we should see that the 















‘Tehran that, though Russia off 








ned to return to the s 












way; that the Government were incompetent, and the Shah of no account; while, it 
did assemble, it could do nothing but agitate, as there would be no 
I this gave a most hopeless 
nt remedy could be applied, 
in orler to calm the populace, that the Medjliss 
perhaps some means could then he found to improve the 
The main point was that: the elections should 1 
a result of the audiences yl 
ers were to have of the Shah to-day 
aries were defeated. 
“olsky said that he wished to tell me in confidence 
proceed to St. Petersbureh, 











as le wished to consult him on the 

aded that: his telegram further stated that reports were 

ly supported the convocation of 

ng the Shalt and the reactionaries, 

» reports were, as T knew, without any foundation, 
oundlessniess of Su 







A. NICOLSON, 





(40788) 





ats, wh 





which 1 


Majesty’s ( 


use to dra 





mental Comm 
remedy to the 
He was glad to say that the Viecroy of the Caucasus was act 
ig to the last moment from any intervention, t 
and patience of the Ru: 
iggestion which I had made to | 
mark of tie displeasure of the Russ 
a hazardous step 
could Le placed on the Pe 
He would like to procure the r 
means of doing <0, 
had in his anind as 
trusted to obey 
egatio 


as to abstai 


forbearan 
the sug 


the L 
situation 





convocation of the Ass 





existing. 


lu 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28,), 
10.) 


M, ISVOLS! 
continues to fill bi 


St. Petersburgh, Nov 

KY spoke to me last night in respect to the situation in Persia, which 
He said that he had made up his n 

ntervention and no support to the Shah, 
policy, but he was perplexed as to a positive policy, 
quite clearly what he would’not do, but he was pui 
not view with satisfaction the possibility of 

We rise to events which 1m 





n with uneasine: 








'Phis might 
negative side of 
led as to what hi 
e countiy «tilt 
ght compel both Governments to intervene, 
He had thought of drawing up a project of reforms which, after consultation with I 
wvernment, could he urged upon th 
4 when there we 




































ian Government, 














at ollicer was px 

















as twenty years 


pple with « complic 








nber 4, 1908, 








would do, 
into anarchy, 


hah; but it seemed to him of tule 
no men aud no parties in Persia c 
y,or would be very shortly on his 

it of instituting a small Depart 
heme whieh would offer some 


in accord with him 
as had been the 
He had also been thinking over 
him of the withdrawal of the Russian officers as a 
i uit, but he feared that this. would be 
ustances, as without their presence 
ian Cossuek brigade to preserve any semblane 








electoral lay and the 


n there, and during 
: those” nt present 
Lagreed with him that apparently there jere no men and no parties who had 


evinced any promise of being able to Mere hud 


2Q 





outlook, 


don two 
be termed 
Ile saw 





inpetent to 





io reliance 

of ore 

all of Colonel Liakhotl; and he was considering the best 

ically independent of the Levation, 

ike an admirable successor, and win could be 

ier from the Governe 

R hing should be done to relieve the present 
ppeared to be shuflling in regard to th 

Had 1, he asked, who tid been in Persia, any. 

Ltold M. Isvolsky that my knowledge of Peisian alluirs was of 

elapsed singe [ had by 

my residence in ‘Tehran the conditions were very different {to 





i or irom 
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Deen one capable man, but be had been asassinated ; and, personally, 1 had doubts if 
any real permanent improvement could be eifected in Persia without foreign advice and 
control. I would convey to you what he had said to me, and perhaps you or those at 
‘Nehran might be able to propose some remedies, as I conf 
conyocation of the Assembly, ‘Phe results of our joint represi 
to be rather inconclusive ait not satisfactory iain te 

‘This afternoon M. [svolsky agin recurred to the povition of affairs in Persia, and 
especially to the condition of Azerbaijan, He said that Satar Khan had 
Governor at Persian Djulfa, who had displayed a red flax, and had b inst 
hy 100 or 150 revolutionaries from Russian tervitory. It was trae that the tr 
were now open, bat Russian subjects vere being éontinnally exposeit to vi 
threats in Tabiver itselfs aul he was being reproached (ill and doing 
nothing, M. de Hartwig had reported that his advic ir G. Barclay had 
made some impression on the Shah; but no definite steps h yet been taken by 
te latter to meet our wishes, Moreover, if the Assembly did meet, it wo 
nothiiu but agitate, and he did not look to it being able (0 restore alfiirs to a 














tations seemed so far 


































I told M, fsvolsky that we fully recognized the great forbearance whieh 
and was showing i lingly trying cirenmstan and he do 
full testimony had been horne hy the Prime Minister to the pal 
Rossin and her loyal observance of the Convention, 1 thought we should con 
st on the promulgation of the electoral law and the convocation of ; 
if these measures were earried ont, some alleviation of the situation might be produced. 
I told him that Chad telegraphed to you a summary of the observations which he 
nud mae to me yesterday night; and L would let him know your reply directly T 
reveived it, 

F should add that he had ingui 
troubles having broken out in the south of Per 
told me today that M, de Hartwig: would arrive 
days’ tine, r 

‘Vhe situation in Azerbaijan is donbtless causing the Russian ( 
especially on account of the independent action whiet 
active sympathy: whieh is being shown for him and | 
Canieastis, 


ussia had 





























cil of me last night if 1 had ree iy news of 
and Freplied in the negative, He 
in St. Petersburgh in about ten 

















ernment anxiety, 
‘tar Khan adopts, and the 
cause by revolutionaries in the 























Thave, &e, . 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
(40794) on 242 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, — (Received November 23.) 
See St. Petersburgh, November 18, 1908. 


1 SHOULD report ¢ 
the case at nearly every inter’ 
exporiene 





At ML, Isvolsky again mentioned to” me 
W whieh I haye with him, the difficulty which he is 
yeals Whieh are made to him for some protection of 
Hussian Averbaijnn, He told me that the commerce of Russia is suffering 
severely, and that Russi ened ani troubled, and ie does not 
know whether he will he able to preserve a passive attitude tor very much longer. ‘The 
Russian press were occupying themselves with the subjeet. and mg upon the 
Government to take vieastires, Sattar Khan was in a sense the master of the 
situation, but ho was really governed hy the Caueasian revolutionaries, who were ready for 
any n ief 
y ‘only connsel patience to M, Isvolsky, but he eo 
little restive ascii 


yas ineed ig 





























1 
anil, in faet, he is becoming 

‘Phis morning hoth the: 
on the condition of allairs in 
non-interlorence in \zerba 
Klan in Tabrees is leeomi 
Russia would certainly th 


lers this poor consolation, 














former : 
nee of the Shab, the position of Sattar 
, and the situation more chaotic, In tine gone by 

. Kokand, and Tarcomania lost. 
ein fre vr times have chag 
nwland liad been in the position of Russia she would not have been so patient. 
sides the juevitable material losses which Russia has suffered, there isthe loss of moral 
































151 








prestige. If only Sattar Khan confined himself to his quarrel with the Shah instead 
of adopting a persistently hostile attitude towards Russin, no one could complain, ‘Phere 
is further a danger to Russia in respect to the ‘Trans-Caucasian ‘Tartars, who. are 
carefully watching events at Tabreez, and who already regard Sattar Khan as a hero, 
Moreover, there is a danger in the attitude of ‘Turkey in regard to Persian affairs, and 
the Province of Azerbaijan, with its stratezie positions, may prove too tempting a bait for 

Young Turk as well for the Old ‘Turk porty. Tn fact the Azerbaijan question, from 
various points of view, is becoming important and acute for ftussia.” 

The “ Bourse Gazette ” says, whether M. de Hartwig returns to Tehran or not, there 
isno doubt that neither the interests nor the prestize of Russia has been adequately 
defended. ‘The journal is unable to understand why Russia remains a passive spectator 
of events in Persin, If not to-day then to-morrow Azerbaijan will declare its indepen 
denee, and then Russia will have a new unru hbour, ‘The “Bourse Gazette” 
considers that R i lemand the convocation of tho 
Assembly, fon with Enzland take upon itself the task of pacifying Persia, 
Russian policy in Persia must become more encrget does not wish the 
‘opportunity to be taken advantage of by ‘Vurkey, 






































Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 





(40995) 








Messrs. Ellinger aid Co, to Foreign Office. (Received November 23.) 





2, Oxford Street, Manchester, November 20, 1908, 
formation we land you inelosed copy of letter written to-day to 
sanding the Oxide Concession at Horus, of the contents of which 

mond Ritchie, 

Faithfully yours, 

icned) BLLINGER avn Co, 









Mr V 
‘you will perhaps 








(si 





——————————— 


Tnelosnre in No. 





Mr, Ellinger to Mr. Wilson Vox (Board of Trade), 








November 20, 1908, 
¢ confined to the house for some time, and trust 





I to hear that you 
the rest may completely restore you, 

Lsaw Mr, Strick Inst wook 
sorry. te 





fo 
T could make no prozress, 
ised to contract on te terms which He accepted in August last, 
mis he would contract, he gave me to understand 

is to sit still and wait until the Monin is in sueh a. 
to him his ownterms, He also informed me that 
ws of any future co) must give him the right to terminate the 
lity of the oxide deteriomte, Tam of the 





to the contract for the oxide, hut Iam 





posi 
‘one of the conditio 
contract at any ti 
opinion that the Monin will not accept 
























¥ contract eon this cone 
Ao T see any reason to suppose that any necessity will arise for him to allow M. k 
tod him his own terms for anew oxide Ke 





vontriet. 
this, in course of time he will become more re: 
we have again written to the Mouin stron: 
making reasonable terms on whiel 

contra 
by Sir Richmond 1 
although he 
ompany be 
duri 


Probably when 3 
onable, and in the meantime 
y urging upon him the alvisability. of 
Company could he formed, on, failing this, of 
ears’ duration. In aecordance with a sugcestion made 
hie in or Inst interview, we have pointed out to the Mouin that, 

yon the absolute protection of his property inthe event of w 
and upon the benevolent protection of the British Government. 
ig the currency of a Loud fide contract, he cannot, count upon our di 


































i oF i able to 
induce His Majesty’s Government to protect him should the necessity arise if srs base our 
a fon upon a contract made after the urgency’ hiss si ing the appears 


























re afraid that 


nee of being made for the purpose of se this protec 
Aetna aaa Talons ind offices and 


there is nothing more to be done at the moment, and regret that your 
your trouble have not had a more satisfactory result. 














ithfully yours 
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ascribed, may be removed ; and (2) that a Decree re-establishing the Constitution may 
be issued, We should also threaten that, unless these demands were complied with 
within a few days, the two countries would seize the northern and southern customs. 
Tshould, however, mention that the Russian Legation think we should probably 
have to execute this threat, as the threat of itself would in their opinion very likely 















































TUnienad') not prove effective 
(41018) No. 244. [41019) No. 247. 
Sir a, Nicaleon to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 23.) Sir G. Barclay fo Sir Edhoard Grey—(Received November 28,) 

— Sir Nicolson to ir ; Reae 
a ee y 2 Petersburgh, November 23, 1908. (Pelegraph Tehran, November 28, 1908. 

O°” ts anid T me co, torilay and ex few words on the S : 

Hee eS rt ere a aa aU AuieG Mp TeageeeanGlTentet lated yesterday, His Majesty’s Consul-Goneral reports that 
Hee ental toadvoeate the inclision Of some niénace in any representations which the Nationalists SRN sr PAIRED EM ere TE RTE 
hey whi bo called upon toyinake: MM. Isvolsky see prtuioivie wa hi (Sa) to Russian accounts they have pillaged the road station in the Derediz, and that, the 









ws been pursued by 
i vice m 
that we 


a policy of strict cention 
Hnglind and: Russ y 
1, a menace would be inppropriate. 
Jered that the Shak and his people she 
ices unmolested, and th 
1 to the Russian Government that reinforc 
as a meastire of protect 
My ouly reason for mentioning the above is that it 
Jo mule hy M. lavolsky as to taking strong measures sich as the suggested seizure of 
the Northern and Southern Customs, though he would, 1 think, be quite prepared to 
join in sending to tho Shalt a note of remonstrance couched in strong ter 
Tull M. Tavolsky that expected to hear further from you to-morrow on tho 


subject. 






















own li 
susost 























(40888) No. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received November 23.) 

(No, 88.) 
(olesiaphic 
HORM 
‘Vho ote respecting 
he 1th instant, has uot y 
that Moi jr elvis that the one 
is pel 
anu i 
Would itn advisable to hold over the note for tho present if there 
reasonable prospect of an agreement between Strick and Moin being reached belore 


log? 


‘Tehran, November 23, 1908. 











an No. 319 of 
wernmont, aud I now hear 
cover Sirri as well. It 
St chances of 





sent into the P 
al torms of his 
te asa hostile mov 

















(40945) No. 240. 


Sir G. Burelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 





) 

(No, 30h) <3 : 
(Velecraphie) VP. Tehran, November 23, 1905. 
FIN Shalt and Constitution, 

With reference ty my telegr 
fs of opinion that if a threat we 
in regguril to the olligers of the Cossack 
Hea manner as to beeot 








M. Sabline 








No. 302 of yesterda 
le to the Shah privately wd contempla 
ade would be useless hu threat, if 
» public, might move him, but the danger 



















it wore uid ins ht t 
to tranquillity whic would involve isclear, “The e the Shahi of any 
threat to him y to be more correctly gauged by the Russian Leguti 





ayo ie discussed! Che situation at Tongtht with Me Sabline, and 1 consid 
would ho hest if the tivo Reprosentatives were to ask the Shalt for a joint audience, at 
Which we shoul wake the following demands:—(1) That the Graud Vizier and 
Bahadur dang, to whom the reactionary policy of His Majesty must be chiefly 



























employ 


I we fled. Mr, Wratislaw doubts that the Nationalists have pillaged the road 
station, 


at thinks it is probably true that the empld¥és have fled, 





(40747) No. 248. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Burelay, 
Foreign Office, November 23, 1908, 


you, as reported in your telegram No, 391 of yesterday, 
with reganl to the Reseript lately issued by the Shah is approved. 








(40748) No. 249, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 616 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
BLE Persian Const doen abolished hy th 
Russian and British Governments must: give wition 
from this measure, their careful 





Foreign Office, November 28, 





N08, 
Shiah’s last Reseript,_ the 
n Persia, whieh has art 







t RReseript, that it wo 
y tajeatyin orn trobuBO iim, eovlesop. ll Ip 
Tiana nado wit cee tre ttn amaoring of e ni the maintenance of 
the Constitution, and that the desired result would have been obtained by a simple 
threat on our part and on the part of Russia to, seize the custom-houses on the 
i i ough His Majesty's Government 
ustification for tal slop om. 
onda Set NSCAR EM OniGE DAG aly yale I Ci ORS 
Twould not be easy, and such a proceeding Would constitute an act 
of direct intervention in the affairs of Persia, which might create a precedent for 
further and less desirable acts of the samo nature. If the Shalt were to disregard 
such a threat on our part, we should be compelled to resort to wetion of a definite 
nature, and, as Iam opposed to this alternative, L do not desire to employ the threat 
of it, 
T also full; 
























As eee Bint tie 
done, withdran 




















realize the fore 





of the objections to with awing the Russian officers 











from ‘Tehran, but if the sugzestion coitained in your telegram No, 253 of the 
14th November were carried out, Linkoll’s place were taken by soine 
this would produce a aul effect, ay such a step would tend to 









‘onfidlence in their impartiality, 
Tt seems to me that on the whole the best: this Id be to allow the 
pressure on the Hit be effected if the 
two Representatives made a joint communication to the Shalt to the effect that we 
now propose to rely on th protection of 
trate and forcigners, “ pablo of 
establishing his authority there and has destroyed all chance of himsell keeping 


ial 2k 
































the deliberate non-fulliiment of 


arther, that in the 


order through 














jone ean be looked to 
nees, is not in force 

















we shall hold him entirely 





to the proximity of the provinee to the Russian fntier, Russia will, be compelled to 


itionalist forces will 











we should be re 











ictions to Mr. Wratis 
and to give il his support. 

he best course seems to me to b 
and to let the natiy 


to abstain from in 















HE dhievinvg to this poli 





These views shouid be request that if ho 


approves them the Rus 


















Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorjf, November 24, 1908, 


'o Mlemande Gotfried Stewer ser: 








‘Tabriz & lever des plans doh 
ittendns en ve dy, 
ux révolntiont 





Doux Allomands se 








do fortifications; les MMlemands: fournissont 
Murgue des munitions, des armos, et de Y 
i isvignetionts dune svt 















nils vt trois olficiors 
Khan profite des conseils d'un Aflemand nommé 

i Aslan, qui aumait été 
weole des mission 





ible Stabli quis Sat 
fin, représentant 

















iD est duis be pays depais noufans, en posside ha 
zo ib Deidre, 











ris de Sattar Khian un offi 
de plus, les révelution= 
ertatin Tbrahiin Pacha, fils dAdin Ps 








vires astondaient Vurrivee + 
it Mi, ditsom enien 
euupes dlériger dans le fuubourys Oumerhis un bast 











nm muni de mines d 












mut Mlomand i 








a rémunnlrsition 


Is auraiont promis d 








Ou se demande si jouy personages ne se trouyerait. pas 










‘onsnlat & Bagdad au 
Perse, ot qui Van dernier, 














War Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 24.) 





: Director of Military Op: t 
of Stute for Koreign Mfairs, and, 
s with the Persian Ci 


jons presents his compliments to the Under= 
sce to his ree 


Brigade, begs to inform 








as to the number of Ru 
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ta letter reek 
to be 
good autliorit; 






ty’s Military Attaché at Tehran states 
Attaché further writes that he has learnt on 
that two mor Russian officers are to be appointed to the brigade. 


War Office, November 23, 1908, 











(41154) No, 252. 


© Sir 4. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 24.) 
(No. 


) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
PERSIA, Your telegram No. 616, 
Thi 
you propos 


M. Isvolsk 








. Petersburgh, November 24, 1908. 

Confidential, of the 23rd instant. 

® of the communications which 

r Khan, 

rious study, Dnt 1 shiould like to 

our proposals made on Ii 
dered, would amount practically. 

truggle; that if the Shah did 


















the matter requ 
y, the first impressions which 
communication to the 















y's mind as to whether di 
ion that we wero recognizing 
power independent of the Shah at Tehran, 
<l in explaining to the Shah tho consequences 
rding our advice, and that such a step on our 

f of one tho strugilo; that in 


night not cony’ 
de fucto Vocal authority, and 
T observed that we were quite ju 
of violating his promises, and disi 
part would not consti 






























it could bea 
lishment ; if t 
be 





tho: suggested 
in admitted the right 
and increasing; that the 
ent events j aud that 
urks, that mananvre 
Vaskded that in my 
x Whhun 


to interveno 
powerlessness of the 
HM Satar Khan was: receiving enec the Young 
would probably be put an end to by our co-operation with Riss 
opinion an admirable effect would be produced both on the Shal 
suggested communications, and that the pos 

m, 
M. Isvolsky co led our interview hy suyi 
Mis atti ppointed me a Ii 
ny rate would have boen welcomed by hit 
ree witht yonr proposals wl 
first sizht, 
M. Isvolsky will doubtless take th 
the day on which he has andieneo, 




























Th is possible, loweve 
time to rollecton them, 








Superor'’s orders on the’ subi 





today, tor 








(41077) 





Sir G. Barclay fo Sir Edieurd Crey.—(Received November 24 
Sct " (Received November 24.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. 
IEPENTIO: 
itenant Wil 
opinion that it is undes 





Pe Tehran, Noveniber 2 
of oil guard. My tel B87 of the 19th inst 

is supported by the focal Mansuger of the Oi 
able at present to withdraw the guard, 


1908. 












te in his 
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[41079] No. 254. 









Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Nocember 24.) 
(No. 397.) 


(Pelegraphic.) P. 





“The Russian C 
peremptory orders tof 
Consul-( 





rgé d’Affaires and T are pressing that the Shah will 
thim Khan to desist from such depredatious, but His Majest 
al fears that he may be beyond control. 









{41152} No. 255, 


Sir G. Barclay (o Sir Edward Grey—(Received N 






phic.) Tehran, November 
Shalt and Constitution, 
Vhe Shah was mu 





r mn of the 22nd i 
that the Rescriptis to be Suppressed. ‘The Shah is sending the M 
‘orvixen MMfairs to call on ‘ow in onder to explain away its meaning, aud his 
to say that he intends to keep his pledge: 

abline and 1 
with 





























(41153) No. 256. 


Sir Gi, Barclay to Sir Edinard Grey. (Received } 





ember 24.) 








fehvan, November 21, 1908, 





eneral at abr 
roports i onalists, after a brush with 
Binal) on the castern shore of Lake Urumia. 














(41147) No. 257. 
Consul Stevens to Sir Kiward Grey.—(Received November 24.) 
(Welographion) P, 


CONCENTRATION of Russian troops at Julfa, 
Roports 200 artillery with eight izuns, and one battalion rille brigade 550 strong. 


Batoum, November 24, 1908, 








(40748) No. 258. 
Memorandun communicated to Count Benckendorff, November 24, 1908, 
TH 


earcful 
Govern 
His Majesty's Government had 











nt and the Russian 





incident had taken place, contemplated 
the possibility ot comp ah to summon Parliament and tullil his pledses to 
maititiin the Constitution by }ressure upon him, and it was then thought that 
the more threat that Russi and England soukd the custom-Louses 
and south respectively would have eflvcted the object in view, 
interest on the Debt r, the to Powers would have heen in putting 
this threat into ox Dut it would be dificult to withcraw this had been done, 

i Fe how, however, reluctant to resor’ to this step, since, 
effective, it would! have iv be followed by definite action, involving: 
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direct intervention in the internal affairs of Persia, with the possibility of a further and 
more undesirable application of the same principle, 

The objections to the withdrawal of the Russian officers (rom Tehran are evidently 
strong, though, in the opinion of His Majesty's Government, a good moral effect would 
be produced if the officcr now in command of the Cossack brigade were replaced, as 
was suggested by M, Isvolsky on the 14th instant, and confidence in their impartiality 
thus restored, 

‘he view of His Majesty's Government is that it is best to give the Persians time 
to fight out, without interference, their own internal quarrel; though, if the party 
uppermost in Azerbaijan adopts an attitude hostile to Russia, there may be difficulty in 
adhering to this polic: 

On the whole, His Majesty's Government are disposed think that the beat eourse 
would be to let the pressure of the Nationalists have its full effect upon the Shah. In 
order to effect this, the following course of action might be adopted :— 


A communication, 
Government can, owi 
abstain from interven 














be made to Sattar Khan to the effect that the Russian 
ig to the proximity of Azerbaijan to the Russian frontier, only 
ion in that province provided that the Nationalist secure 
protection for foreign sub id trade generally afd Russian interests in. particular, 
His Majesty’s Government would be fully prepared to instruet the British Consul. 
General to join in or support a representation of his Russian colleague to this ellect, 

At the same time a joint communication might be made to the Shah by the British 
and Russian Representatives av Tehran, stating thal, as His Majesty has failed to 
re-establish his authority in Azerbaijan, and has, by the deliberate breach of his pledge 
rogarding tiie Constitution, destroyed all prospect of being able himself to, maintain 
order, the two Governments propose to look to the Nationalist forces there to protect 
foreigners and trade, holding the Shah responsible for any further disturbance due to 
his efforts to re-establish his authority in Azerbaijan so long as he suspends the Consti- 
tution, which is the only hope of restoring order in the north of Persia, 


nbassador at St Petersburgh has been instructed to submit these 
views to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


Foreign Office, November 24, 1908, 































(40888) No. 259. 


Foreign Office to Inia Office. 








Foreign Office, November 24, 1908, 
to transmit. to you, to be laid before the 
my dated the 28nd 
espectings the views of the Moineut- 
on on the Island of $i 
prospect of an immediate agroement 
tween Messrs, [linger and Co,, Messrs. Strick and Co,, and tle Moin 
exports of red oxide from Hormu 
reumstances 1 am. to request thi 
jews as to the reply which should I 


Sir E. Gre 

















understands that there is little 











¢ B. Grey may be tu 
sent to Sir G. Barelay, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) FA, CAMPBELL. 





shied with 
Lord Morley’s 








(40888) No, 200. 


Foreign Office to Board of Trade, 


(Confidential,) 
Sir, 









WITIL reference 
from the Persian 
informat 


oxidle 
the 
4 telegram, dated the 23rd November, has 
ister at ‘Nchran to the effect that the Moin-ut- 








* No. 245, 





28 
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an of 1904, the island of Sirri is inclute 
an 

owners! 

asmi Sh i 

protection, In 1888 it was occupied by the Persian 

nment protested at the time though they rT. 

Fof the Sheikh of Sha they have nei 





‘Majjar claims that, under the Bien 
Concession granted to him by the P 
ware, the 










) of Sirri is disputed, the ist 
is unde 
rament. 


















Hadji Ali Akbar and Co., of Manchester, in 
desire to secure a Concession 
it was decided that Mis Majesty 
note to the Pe 
applicant ne 


When, 
to Mis Maj oon 
oxide on the island of i 
ot oppose thir efforts, hut thit he should aildvess 
Huis that if Concession were granted to. ay 








Minister 










n Ifis 
vi would forthwith. 


















M the question as to the terr status of 

e y reports that the note in question would probably be regarited 
byt ‘ove, and that it would therefore he prejudicial to Messrs. 
Strick ie fo terms on the subject of export red oxide from 











ir G. Barclay t, if there is a reason 
nee reached in voxanl to Hormuz before long, it might 
projected note to the Persian Government for the 


Honma In these « 
able prospect of 











presen 

Sir Gray eoiire that tl be 
the Moin’s claim that the oxide mines at Stevi . 
would, however, be glad to ree © observations of the Board of ‘Tr 
Aituation which lias arisen, an, more especially, to whether any Further steps ean 
De taken to expedite an agreement in regard to the export of oxide from the Island 
of Hormuz 

























Tam, Xe. 
(Signed) FP. A, CAMPBELL, 
















(41284) 
‘Sir G, Barely (0 Si 
1, 100) pi 
sgraplite,) 1 25,1098, 
PHAVE: reooivod a visit this morning: from the Mi ‘oroiggn Aflairs who 








called by command of the Sliah. Te told) me ttt our joint representations of last 
Stunlay tal caused His Magesty geeat annoyance, especially the passage it the 
aloub | sels of his entourage. L think, however, then 
that what had really caused most displeasure was the fet 
one signed by: the two Representatives, ‘ 
‘MiesSillaneh, then proceeded to explain a 
aiid, was no snore that the Shah's auswer to. y 
Arofiwial Decres, au x0. far us, his Highness knew it was not by: th ‘ommand 
that iL had beet printed. Jos this, it only rejected the idea of liss like 
Slants. His Majesty was still resolyed to grant a Medjiss to the eountry and 
in accord yvith Mahoiimedin Loy as promised in his Deeree of ul October. 
‘Maes-Saluiiel endeavoured to induce me toask for a private audience for myself 
insted of the saudience which we asked for for the two dragomaus, but 1 
pointed out t 1 private audionce had been productive of no results, and I gave 
At my next audience would be a joint one with my Rus 
tions from ye th the object of 
0 see the 








voyil ch 











ay the recent Reseript wv 
ition from the Ulema. Tt yas not 














































rondering such a formal 
Shalt alone and have a fr 
His Higliness consented to ta 
Nlwes-Saltanch again spoke of the approucl 
of Sti 








s pleasure, 
ing establishment of a 


kind of Council 











(40416) 





T AM directed by Secret: 


letter of the 18th instant respecting the attitude of His Ma, 
subject of the Red Oxide Conces: 


Tam to inform you that the reply to the question you ask is in the affirmative, 











Foreign Office to Mr. M. Ellinger, 








Foreign Office, Novemti 
Sir B, Grey to acknowle 





25, 1908. 
receipt of your 
's Government on the 










Tam, &e. 
ied) LOUIS MALLET, 








[41336] No. 263 








(Telegraphic) P. 
W 






Mr, Wratit 








3, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir Ge Barclay. 

Foreign Office, November 26, 1908, 
inentioned in your telegram No. 389 of the 
ion from the Russian Government. 
rmans at Tabroor, Tt is stated that 
assistance from then 
ss of activity, either political or 
the town, and also their names and 


TH reference to German officers 
ave received detailed i 

‘erman office 

ving both military and politic 
aw should telegraph whether auy 
are visible on the part of Germans 









































4 cost about 10,000,000 roubles to. inake, 
ns amounting to about 150,0001, 
Minister of Finance, who was uy 
protection. 








ing ‘Turk Committee, who were preachin: 





from 
5 of De 
AL Isvolsky was of opinion that sich 
the to convey’ the 









comtniinication shou 







With regard to the commu 
m., M. Isvolsky expressed the 
his reseripr, 


that the Shah’s attitude changed from day to day, and that Il 
untrustworthy 


Trust that the joint an 


No. 264, 


St. Petersburgh, Novenber 27, 1908, 


¥ Spoke to me on the state of affairs in this province, Me 
bruary no tolls had been taken on the JulfaPabreer road, whi 
Russian subjects lind already sent 
This state of things was greatly troubling the 
that Russian 10 Kone sort of 
hy. was not diminish He assured 
undoubied fact: thi 1s encoinaged by 
Liberal Union 
idered the 

































th 





issiries at’ Tabreez, Isvols 
ud Progress of more importance. th 
id_asked whether it would not be possible for His M 
he former a declaration that it 
rsia, and that they would hold the 
1 deckiratic 














Khan entirely. 
ion, and bogued 
question 10 you. He fears, L imagine, that Russia, if compelled to 
it find herself in collision with the Young Turk Committee, unless the 


i sort of decliration formally dissociating. themselves ftom all 
with the affairs of Azer! 


asked M. Isvolsky whether he wo 










ease the sit 

















Hil wish 







to telegraph to you, sueestin, 
af Khan ono. thes pronase 
Tavolsky's reply. was to. the effect that 
ar Khan would practically amount to iis recognition 
Lk meoguition would create an unfortunate impression among. the 








No. 616 of thi 











ication to the Shah suggested in your above-mentioned 
xd the opinion that, in view of the Shah's withdrawal of 
communication would be to longer neces T pointed. out 


jesty was quite 






such 






ice of the two dragomans will take place, for I notice 








i 160 
| in M tondeney to accept the scheme, for th 
| Notables as a satisfactory solution, and such a Council might be e 





the Shult's creatures. 






Jommittee consisting of Delegates from the Mi 
nd Coma associated with M, de Hart 
here of the situation in Pi 
programme as far asa Pe 
if the Shah could be indu 
Constitution. 











establishment of a Council of 
nposed entirely of 


ries of Foi 
the exa 
be for a 























41446) No, 265. 
Sir G. Barclay tw Sir Edward Grey 
(No, 101) ix 
i (Molegraphie, Tehe 












RMANS at Tar 
he fallowing i the subs 
wits ba 


331 of the 26th instan 








No, 








‘ollowing. is cc dential. n named Shuner 
officers J to. He was for some years attached 
Khoi as carpenter, and came to Tabrees to start a furnitn 
| he has been engaged in settling the alfairs of the ( 
| Iyehialf fhe was sctingg, 
sift 
‘officer,’ M. Pakti 
ALS RCrae 1 enH AGUITACe LORNA vs al Kaen 
oft Tabreoz for Khoi where ho wishes to wind up his affairs 
| “Phe presence of any ‘Turkish officers is emphati 
Consul Concral, tor can Ehear that there are 
n Ne 
1 oflicors referred to as having, 
T think that it could be proved by 
1 Knbassy at Const 

















q 





as tow 















nny in the town,” 








Instructions iv the sense of your te 
auld Anders be one of 

pnalists of Tabre 
1 the Ce 












to the 
had not Ie 









November 27, 1908, 


telegram on which my telegram 








ally denied by the 1 


1 are being sent to Mr. Wratislaw. 





ity. th 








} (41468) No. 


Sir G. Bareluy ‘0 Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received Noveniber 27.) 






(elugraphiey 2. Tehran, November 
] TV LEARN that the Persian ex-Ambassidor at Constantinople, Al 
Heaving noxt week on 4 spectal inission in order t » cond 
on the death of the Grand Duke Mexis to the Emperor at St. Bet 
Hp will endeavour while at St. Petersburgh to obtain some miti 

| attitude of the Russian Government towards the inters 
| then go tH Borlin to complain of alleged Anglo: . 
T have this information on able authority, aud M. Sabline's 

confitins ite 














sburgh. 








alluirs of Persi 











la-ul-) 
ences of th 





tion of th 














(41953) No. 267, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





Sn 
1 GAVE Count Benckendorif to-day a copy of the report of the 
mde ii the House of Commons yesterday in reply to questions about Pex 
explained that several of the ss reply to, suppleine 

and_ were therefore unpremeditated, but 
replies [hud mide that could ereate any difficulties for the 1 
| Count Beuckendorff, who had real the report, coneu 
























ian Go 








Tam, &. 
(Signed) 


Foreign Office, November 27, 1908. 
iswers I had 





thought there was nothing in any of the 





Vin this opinion. 
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(41951) No. 268. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. MacDonald, 

(No. 293.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 27, 1908, 

IN the course of conversation with the Japanese Chargé d’Affaires to-day T told 
him that Persia was in a very unsatisfactory condition, but the Russian Government, 
although they had received very great provocation in the northern provinces of Persia 
which bordered on Russian territory, had abstained from intervention, 

Our relations with the Russian Government in regard to Porsia has continued 
frank and cordial, and, owing to our Convention, Tdid not think that anything which 
could happen in Persia would cause trouble between Russia and us. 




















Tam, &. 
(Signed) B. GREY. 








(40517) 200,” 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, 








I AM directed hy Secretary Sir E. G: 
letter of the 18th ting a prope 
i nts Wilson and Rank 















Y, Consular gard, 


T am to stat it would bo inadvisable to 


approach the 'N 

revenues, a moiety of the in 

Jong the guard 

settled, 

Tam to add that Treasury sinction to charge half the cost of the increased 
guarl to Imperial funds has only been obtained till the 17th June last. 

that Lieutenant Ranking’s pay will be affected by whether 

of His Majesty's Aliwaz when His 

Consul proceeds on leave of abso 









ag 
itil the ques 
Oil Syndicate’s employés 


ased expendi 
wel 


















Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED, 





(41621) No. 270. 


icolson to Sir Edward Crey.—(Received November 28.) 






































(Pelegraphie, St. Peterslurgh, November 28, 108, 
PERSIA, told by the Turkish Ambassudor that M. Isvolsky mentioned to 
him yesterday the report ‘that the Young Turk Committe were encouraging the 
Nationalist party at Tabreez by sending then medals, &c. M. Involsky remarked to 
the Ambassador that the relations existing betweon Tussia and ‘Turkey were very 
friendly, and that he would deeply regret if any cloud to. distur them, ‘The 
Ambassador explained that the medals had no sigi Wy one could 
buy them in the of Coustantinople, but, promised wat he would. telegraph to 





his Govern mance with M. Isvolsky’s wish, 

Tsaid to my Turkish colleague that, in my opinion, what M. Isvolsky would really 
like would be some sort of assurance from the Young ‘Turk Committee that they had 
no desire to mix themselves up in any way with Azerbaijan affairs. 





































ea aa 
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(41618) No. 271, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Keceived November 28.) 





(No. 103.) 
(Peles 





ic. 
RMANS at Tabreez. 
ave received the following teleg 





©T should be gh 






| Office by the Ru 
| yy beable to chock th gets is, aoe 
: to popular belief here, given to h cts who we been in Rt 




















ccording. 











service. I reported in my telezram Germans Ww! Pokhitonolf 
montioned to me, and 1 know of no more in 
(41619) No, 272; 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28.) 

at Tehran, November 28, 1908, 






hall and Constitution, 


















A litte time mnight I think, be allowed to elapse before making 
formal representations, in order that the full cffect of our strong, jc 
22nl instant and. of the sudience towlay of the two dr 

| audience of the dragonans was not uns In reply to th 





Mis Majesty repeated t ention of abandonin 
| Asseinbly when he published his recent Reseript. He was now conside 
to he done 















a Uc 
inted ont t 


would meet to. 
ive: body w 





deliberations, but he eould at one 

| Tid been appointed. 
| hioly: neostod, 
Hody: shou ho intensted to the Coun 

‘Vhore is no doubt that ft will 

| the Council hoing 


say th 






















iro pressure to induce the 

fon this tasky but it soos to-me the line of least 

wo do tot wish to use any definite threat, it would, T think, be best to ut 
Coniell as a stop towards « Medjliss : 

| open toa huee extent on the ment who at 

Phy following is ve 









ah, of course, 









His Majesty: eat now rio longer be in any doubt as to U 
the two Laxitions, in view of the joint representations of the pa: 








wy Further j 
jon on the 






i he should not he hurried im his deliberations, ‘The Minister for 
| Woreign Affairs would in due course inform the two Legations of the result of these 








a suitable represe 


Shah to cor 
taney 





success of this must 


operation of 





(41685) 





Sir G. Lowther o Sir Bdiavit Grey.—( Received November 20.) 





Xo, 779.) 


Sir) ra, No 





T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopy of a lett 
the I Ambassador at Constantinople, 
Porte, a telegram her 














nol with, 
on the Persian side 





j E hav 
| (Signed) GERARD LOWTHER. 


mber V7, 1908, 
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Telosure 1 in No. 272 





Prince M. Riza Khan to Sir G. Loither, 


Ambissade de Perse, Constantinople, 
Ambassadeur et cher Colle gue, le 10 Novembre, 1908, 
SAT Vhonneur Wenvoyer ci-incluse 4 votre Excellence la eopie de ln note que 
aujourd'hui 4 la Sublime Porte, ainsi que les copies d'une dépéche dn 
Ministére des Affaires Etrangires de Téhéran et d'une lettre de son Execllence 
Motecham-ul-Sultaneh, 















Veuillez, &e, 
(Signé) M. RIZA KAN, 


Tnelosure 2 in 





0, 273. 
Note communicated by Prince M. Riza Khan to the Otloman Governments 


(Vranslati 
TNCLOSED is a translation of a telegram just rece 
‘ign Alfairs, stating that not only hive the occnpied territories not. been 

edb but other points have been encroached upon, Lt is 
ious may be sent by telegraph to the proper quarter 

aid plices, thus Fulfilling the promises and assurances 
vesult may be communicated to the Persian Minist 


November 10, 1908, 
‘ed from the Persian Minister 

















Tnclosure 3 in No, 273, 


Telegram communicated by the Persinn Ministry for Foreign Affuirs to 
Prince M. Riza Khan. 








CCORDING to. numerous tele 
Zrumnia and Soujhout 
pliice has yet bso 

ht well-known vil 
also they 









ived during the 
although the number of Turkish troops hi 
vated. Diving the last two days. they 
es, anid liave quartered soldiers in five of t 
‘hey have preps 
Mhey have calle 
and quantities of provisions 





two da; 
Been rediteed, 1 

cupied thitty 
No otier points 
in Zemistin 
je from. the said ph 
nder the mame of taxes, and the 
subject to the attucks of their soldiers, A telegram from Kure 
suites that the surrounding district is also being ovcupied, ‘oops in 

i Chebvk have not been reduced, tzzet Pasha lying sont Lieutenant 

luz with a considerable foree, the latter began to interfere in the alfairs 




































of this p 





ee, 
It is therefore requested that orders may he sent for the evacuation of then 


aboves 
mentiy 





el places. 


Inclosure 4 in 





Letter from Niuhtashem-ul-Sultaneh. 
.) 
ve to renew the application so ofte 
ite of our repeated prayers the Turkish forces haye not 
occupied poi have they uot carried out the promises 
made hoth to mediaty Powers, but they Lave interf 
British Consul-( ral, who hi 
formed his ¢ 








made 









evacuated the 
nd ussiurane 
id increasingly 
sof the state: 
Altliough fora few days troops 
ject either of sending otliers in their place ov uf 

Xo Convention has b d-out, and they 
ng suppl evacuate these 1 from incitement 
and encros sil ‘lon the frontier with our existing 
forces. According to present information, there are in Pasveh some hundred soldiers, 
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In Serdesht there 
ir officers. 1 





with two mountain guns, under the command of Colonel V 
| ‘fare eizhty men and four guns; in Baneh, forty soldiers, with th é 
i villoges Within tialf a-mile of Soujboulak arc in the possession of the above-mentioned 

forces, which are under the direction of Ottoman officials, and insist that they are 
| Ottoman, As the Ottoman troops have no intention of evacuating the places they 
i are oceupying—Chehrek, Sumai, Baradost, Silduz, Baranduz, and other places—we beg 
| that striet orders may be sent for their with 
























(41715) 





Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 30.) 

2) Tehran, November 30, 1908. 

ulk to St Petersbu 

in No. 102. of the 
that he telographed similar particulars in re 

| ie (uated nent haye now told hi 
declines all 0 yon the death of the 
that he should: ernment in this sense. 









th instant, I learn from M. Sabline 
ard to Ala-ul-Mulk’s 




















hifestations of symp: 
forin the Persian ( 








[41752] 





Sir G. Barelay to Sir Kdward Grey.—{Recrived November 30.) 
(No. 106,) 
slouetnphiv.) P. 
M Shah 


Tehran, November 30, 1908. 









Government to our joint note of the 
il counsels is 
in no need 
to inform our 
ited to the 


vived the reph 
V instant, One ebiar 
ropuiiated as anautle 









j 22 nst_ the 
1 the note adds that the Shab 
(Of advice from his ento Pex sts 
Govermmuents that the Shalt intends to 4 i 
Habits of the people aad the nature of the country and’ shall he in accordance with 
tho laws of Islam. 1 lay su jsonlers which took place inthe 
country miler the late constitutional régime, when the form of Assembly: was notsuited 

to the poople : 
Tris ovitient that the Council sshose establ 
two dragomans on Saturday is the Assembly cont 



























int His Majesty announced to the 
tod. 








(41877) No. 276. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edieasd Grey.—( Received November 30.) 

(No 107.) 
(Molewaph 
PRO! 
May last, 
Yh 






Tehran, November 30, 1908. 
gram No. 100 of the 16th 





of subjects of Balrein. 





the draft of an amended 
ier, his Highness proposes to 
ube taken is the following = 





received from the Minister for Foreign Aff 
nd V 











note which, subject to the concurrence of the G 
send ie, ‘Tho only passage to which exe 















“if tl jus notes from the Minister for Foreign Affairs in regard to Bahrein and. 
ity inhabitants are referred to the situati at place, and the arguments of the 
Persian Goverument will be quite © 








ty in getting a pred 
hing more satis 


MicosSuttanch las bad considerable diffe 
amended, and T doubt that ble to ge 











Possinn Government ress the general question is 
to get the words * situation in that place” omitted. 
TT fosuest that Lavy have an early reply as to whether L'may accept the note with 





for witli nit this omission. 
L should pat in afterwards, as 
Bahreini claim whieh Thaye to pr 





it reaflirmation of our right, another 
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{41752] No. 277. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 









No. 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 30, 1908, 

YOUR Excellency should ingnire of M. Isvolsky whetlier he shares the views of 
His Majesty’s Government in the following matter : 

We consider that the note which Sir G. Barclay and his Russian colleague have 
received from the Persian Government (sce Sir G. Barelay’s telegram No. 406 of the 
30th instant) should not be left unanswered. Supposing that the Medjliss which the 
Shah lias promised proved to be identical with the Couneil, respecting the appointment 
of which the Legation dragomans were informed two days ago, it is improbable that 
quiet will be restored or the nation contented with the non-elective basis of tho 
Assembly. 

Hlis Majesty’s Government consider that it would be well to give an intimation to 
this effect, and that the Shah should give orders to the said Council that a new Electoral 
Law be drafted without further delay. 

















































[41466] No. 278. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 467.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
THE situation in Azerba 
With reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s suggestion of approaching the Committeo of 
Union and Progress (see his telogeam No, 274 of the 27th instant), do you think we 
could! suggest to the Young Turks that they should supportthe poliey of non-intervention 
by a declaration that they have no intention of interfering in Persian allairs ? ‘Choy 
would be quite justified in this course in view of the fact thay Russia, in spite of great 
provocation, from intorvening in any way, 


Foreign Office, November 30, 1908, 




























(41618) No, 279, 


Sir Ediward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





Foreign Office, November 80, 1908. 

i » your telegrams No. 401 of the 27k instant and No, 403 of the 28th 
instant rospocting the situa ‘Tabricz and the reported presence of Cierman 
aflicers then the following isthe purport of various reports on whieh [tussian suspicions 
are founded -— 





if eet the middle of last month a German Captain arrived. His name was 
d Stewer, 
town is being 














1 that 
re being 
al by the 





supplied along the 
Germ 
2, Another report is to the effect that fortifications are being constructed under 
the supervision of three ‘Turkish and two German ollicers, 
nunemann is the individual in question, 
borne out, and, in addition, it is stated that Ger 
secret agent. 
A Turkish Pasha, Ibrahim by name, is expected, and Sattar Khan is re 
help from an ollicer of the garrison at Trozibond. ‘The latter is Mahmoud Boy. 
5. Two engineers of German nationality are now in Oumerhis, a suburb of the 
town. ‘They are engaged in constructing fortifications, 
6. At Constantinople inquiries have been instituted respecting M. Anders, who is 
the subject of this report. 

































[1022] 
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[41446] No. 280. 


Memorandum communicated to Count Benckeniorff, November 30, 1908. 





SIE, GREY presents his compliments to the Russian Ambassalor, and, with 
peforence to the communication made by his Excellency on the 2tth instant respeeting 
the alleged presence of foreign officers ihe interests of the Nationalists, 
has the honour to state that a telegram, istant, has been received from 
lis Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran on the 

Sir G. Barclay reports that, aceordi 
Consul-General at Tubreez, one of the supposed German office 1 German 
Schunamann. He isa carpenter who was for some years head of the industrial sehool 
attached to the Gorman orphanage at Khoi, and he arrived at Tabreez a considerable 
No ago to set up a furniture shop, Latterly he ed for the German Arslan 
Company to settle their alts y 

‘Tho second supposed ollicer is the son of a shareholder in the 
cts as the assistant of Herr Schunama 
ral at | 










































above Company, 












breez ean ascertain the persons in 
n recently ieft for Khoi 





ive no te 





question 
to wind up his affair 





‘Whe Murkish, Consul 
ish officer, nor is Mr. Wrat 
hy 





presence of any 
eral, able to hear 











ie Ci. Barelay suggests tha fs i, 
inquity ab Constatinople would not improbably show that he has not left his post at 
the German Embassy. 


Horeign Office, November 80, 1908, 











[42021) No. 281. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived December 1.) 






(| i Petersburgh, December 1 
SIAL and Constitution, Please refer to you No. 629, dated vesterd: 
According to information received from the Russian Chargé d’Aifaires by 
ings of the projected Council have already begun, and the 
ctoral Law is to be their first ocenpation, M. Sabline and 
yy have, according to the former, agreed to do all in their power to 
oxpodite this, while ob, nit attitude, 
In M. Isvolsky’s view, these ctrcumnst ight possibly n 
for the two Governments to make further representations to. the 


















prepara 
Sir G. Barclay have, 



































Lexphained to his Bseclleney tf ctive basis was abs i 
Assembly, even if the fraueh + somowhat more limited thin that on which the 
last Medjliss was eloctod ; no Council or other body consisting solely of the Shah's 
nominees could be accepted, As, however, the two Representatives in Tehran recom 
monded a waiting attitude until it coul how the present Coi rked, 





Tsai 1 would communicate with \ 
¢ should be prepared hy the Comeil with all pos 
the Shah's asstinunces inspired ine with no eontidence w 
M, Isvolsky agreed that his conduct was uns bu 

® to tho present Shalt was complete anarehy, as there wi 
aud therefore to inake the best we could of him. 





ig 
cr in his sincerity, 
teil that the only 
no one to take his 














(42022) No. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 


(olegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, December 1, 1908. 
TABRERZ. My telegram No, 274 of the 27th ultimo. 
Twas informed to-day by M, Isvolsky that a telegram from the Turkish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs had been communicated to him by the Turkish Ambassador, ‘The 








(Received December 1.) 
(No. 281.) 
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‘Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs stated that the medals sent to Tabreez: h 
dispatched by Persian sympathizers with Sattar Khan's movement resident at 
Constantinople. ‘The Turkish Government disclaimed 
intern of Persia in auy way. M. Isvol: 
assurance from the Ottoman Government. 
that the Committee of Union and Progress should be approached on the 
T therefore refrained from recurring to the prop. 

M, Isvolsky seemed to calmer view of the situation at Tabreoz than he has 
done on former occasions 


J been 


















abject, and 




















(42017) No. 
Sir G. Luther to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 
(No, 409) 
(Telegraphie.) DP. Constantinople, December 1, 1908, 
YOUNG Turks and Persian Nationalists in Azerbaijan, 









T learn from 

frontier in the V 

careful not to intery 
Seoing that the C 

Head of which is not ¢ 

not possible 

ledge of the Com 





‘owiik Pasha that he has sent instructions to the authorities on the 
‘et of Van, as well as to the Turkish Consul at Tabreez, to be 
n the internal affairs of Persia, 

ind Progress is an occult body, tho responsible 
T can have no direct dealings, it is 
adoclaration from them. But T haye no know- 

ropresentatiyes in ‘Pabreen, 
If possible, it would bo as well to obtain direct. evidence from an indopendent: 
source as to tho emissaries action there, and perhaps Mr. Wratislaw might be able 10 
furnish the names of the representatives there. 


























ttee havi 














[42004] d 





4, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received December 1.) 


No, 408.) 
Ie ) P. 


Tele, 
















‘Th 
the excey 
body is 

the necessit 





illing to attend ; 
tory and clearly shows that the Shah is 
of a reformed régime, Unless we 
Council s n_ of more enlightened and liber 
attempt to utilize it as a stop towards the re-establ 
With the close co-ope 
Shah to appoint such 
party unl i 


fact the compo 

is ever from ig 
induce the Shak to add to the 
, fear it would he useless to 
a ment of an elective Assembly. 
tion of the two Legations it might be possible to persuade the 
en, but they would be afraid of the opposition of the Court 
red them against persecution, and in any ease it would take time 
appointment, 


nly way of prompt 
suggested in my telegram No. 


























bringing the Shab to reason appears to me that 
i No. 394 of the 23rd ult 1 view of His Majesty's 
present attitude, the possibility of havi into execution cannot be 
ignored, and I quite realize the objections there are to doing 80, 

‘The gravity of the Tabreez situation is meanwhile increasing, For though I do 
not attach importance to the alleged assistance from Germany and ‘Turkey, about 
which I lave no information excepting from M. de Hartwig, yet there are numbers of 


Cauca continning to arrive at Tabreez, and these bid fair to swamp 
the con character of the movement. 
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[42005] No. 28: 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 
No. 409.) 
Mogenhie) 1, Tehran, December 1, 1908. 

‘TABREBZ situation. Ihave received following telegram, No. 76, from Mr. Consul- 
General Wratislaw + 





“the troops of the Nationalist par 
ont of Maraga. ‘Two leaders are in pr 
had brought about. popular ris 


have returned to Tabreez having been driven 
1 here on account of their bad conduct, which 
ng against them.” 











[42006] No. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 





(No. 410.) 

(Meloxraphic.) 2. Tehran, December 1, 1908, 
RUSSIAN troops on Persian frontier, 
Tn a telegram No, 77 dated to-day His Majesty's C 

the withilrawal from Julfa of 500 Russian troops. 











ul-General at Tabreez reports 








(42014) No, 287. 


Sir G. Barelny (0 Sir Bdward Grey—( Received December 1.) 








Tehran, December 1, 1908. 
hah and Constitution ; My telegram No. 400 of the 25th ultimo. 

‘The Reseript of the 22nd ultimo has to-day been posted over the town, notwith- 
standing the assurances gi by command of the Shah to the two representati 
the Minister for Foreign All 

Tho Russian Chargé d’: ‘ila 
withdrawn without delay. 













and 1 are energetically pre: 








(42015) 






Sir Gi. Barelay to Si —(Weceived December 1.) 





p. ‘Tehran, December 1, 1908, 
STFUNTION ble authority that the Secret Societios are at work, 

‘and thoro are indications that the elferveseence in Tehran is i 
r ‘a numerously signed Petition in favour of the Constitution, which is, I 

Heliove, to bo followed by others of the same kind, was presented to the Legations. 








(39454) No. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 








189. 





Sir, Foreign Office, December 1, 1908. 
TAM directed by Socretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge receipt of your’ letter of 
the Ii timo respecting the sug ade by His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Bushiso inv his despatch of the Gth June, 1903, rezarding the general political situation 
in the Persian Gulf, 








1, Visit of Major Cox to Telran. 


1, Grey concurs in the proposal that Major Cox should be authorized, as soon 
i ig the Gulf, to proceed to Tehran. 








/42008] 







who has pa 
revolution 





No, 





ir G. Bavelay to Sir Kdward Grey. (Received December 1.) 


Tehran, December 1, 1908, 


No. 108 of to-tay, 1 1 
ulfic road that lhe says fon 





a from an individual 
waggon-loads of Russian 











is beyond the power of the authorities of tho 
SEHR power of the authorities of the 








ue 
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2. British and Russian Consular Hstablishments. 
Sir E. Grey concurs in the view that consideration of this subject in general 


should be deferred as proposed. He is, however, not disposed to take any action in 
regard to the transfer of M. Oysenko for the present. 


3. The immediate Appointment of a British Vice-Consul at Lingah. 


Sir E, Grey concurs that such an appointment is desirable, and he is about to have 
the matter brought before the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 








4, Policing the Trade Routes. 


Sir f. Grey concurs in the views of Lord Morley. 


5, Customs Administration. 


Sir I. Grey agrees that no action is at present called for. 


6. Inadequacy of the present Naval Arrangements in the Gulf. 
Sir B, Grey considers that it would be expedient to await, as proposed, the results 
of the Brussels Conference on the Arms Traffic and of the negotiations with France in 
regard to Muscat, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘W. LANGLEY, 





(41077] No. 290. 
Foreign Office to Mr. D'Arcy. 


Sir, 


. Foreign Office, December 1, 1908, 
TAM directed hy Secret: 


ry Sir B. Grey to inform you that the question whether 
or not it is necessary to retain the Indian guard in the neighbourhood of Ahwaz to 
protect the employés and operations of your Syndicate has recently formed the subject 
of communications with His Majesty's Minister at Tehran. 

T understood from you, when I last ure of seeing you, that in your 
opinion and in view of the tranquillity prevailing in the district, the presence of the 
guard was no longer necessary, but that you wished certain explanations to be given to 
the Bakhtians of the re its wi and a statement to be made as to its 
possible return in the t of disturbance. 

His Majesty's Vi msl at Ahwi 




























Lieutenant Wilson, who is the officer in 
charge of the guard, and your local Manager are inclined to consider, on the whole, 
that the retention of the guard is advisabl 

Lieutenant Wilson is writing to explain his reasons for holding this view, and the 
arrival of his letter will be awaited. 

In the meantime, I am to inform you that, as the retention of the guard in qu 
is only called for, if at all, in the interests of your Syndicate, Sir K. Grey con 
that the expense involved cannot properly be further charged to public funds, and that 
it should accordingly be defrayed by your Board. 


















Tam, &c, 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 
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42040) No. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 2.) 


291. 





Sir, India Office, Decemler 1, 1908, 

IN reply to your letter dated the 21st November, 1908, as to the appointment of a 
Military Attaché at Meshed, T an directed to inclose copy of a telegram sent to the 
Fovern 

Phe questio of the appoi 
Viscount Morle lid to receive an expression of the views of 
Grey regariling its status, as requested in the Ictter from this Department dated the 
1th March last. 
















Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY, 





Inelosure in No, 291. 





Viscount Morley to Government of India, 





















(Rolegraphic.) Initia Office, Nocember 28, 1908. 

. PLBASE. refer to your tel Appointment of 
Military: 6, Meshod, is WS, for 

‘Preasury 
aygreo thal a moiety of the cost sluill be borne by British revenues. 
(42046) No, 2412, 
Board of Trade to ign Office. —(Recrived December 2. 

Sir, Board of Trade, December 1, 1908. 





T AM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 21th November, stating that a telegram, dated the 28rd November, had heen 
f Minister nt ‘Tehran, to the elect that the Mouin-utt- 
‘Mijjah claims that under the Firman of 1904 the Tsland of Siri 
Concession granted to him by the Persian Government, adding that Sir E. Grey would 
be glad to ree the observations of the Board of le on the situation which had 
arisen, more especially as to whether any further steps could be taken to expedite an 
agreement with regard to the export of oxide from the Island of Hormuz, 

In reply Fam to say that in view of the attitude adopted by Mr. Strick at his 
recent interviews with the Department—notes of which have been sent to the Foreign 
Office —and also having regard to the result of the more recent interview between 
Mr, Strick and Mr, Bilinger, to which Mr. Ellinger refers in his letter of the 20th 
November, a copy of which is inclosed, the Board are of opinion that it is not possible 

i to induce Mr, Strick to enter into a contract with the Mouin, 
through Mr, Ellinger, for the purchase of oxide in the Island of Hormuz, unless the 
Mouiit is prepared to meet some of the objections raised by Mr. Strick to the terms 
which linve een offered to him, Mr, Strick appears to think that there is more 
Hormuz oxide available for sale than can be marketed for some time, and thet, 
accordingly, the Mouin is olin potion to drive a hard targan, and may presently 
be obliged fo modify his proposals, Strick hay also expressed some doubts as to 
whetlier the quality of the Hormuz oxide is. as good now as it was, Inthe meantime, 
ay the Foreign Oilice are aware, Mr, Strick is making inquiries as to the possibility of 
securing Concessions for working oxide on other islands in the Gulf, doubtless with’ the 
object of entering into competition with Hormuz, should he not be able to come to 
terms with the Mouin, 

‘The Board consider that it would be very desirable if Mr. Si 
for the purchase of Hormuz oxide, because, aiiong otlier reason: 
















































k made a contract 
it would result in the 











i 





freight being secured for British vessels, a matter of considerable importance in view of 
the competition of the Hamburg-Amerika Line in the Gulf. But, if this is not 
possible, the Board think that should oxide of a somewhat similar quality be found on 
other islands in the Gulf, the next best course would be for Mr. Sirick to obtain 
Concessions there, and thus ensure that a monopoly of Persian Gulf oxide docs not: 
fall into foreign hands, ‘The Board recognize that in certain eircumstances it may 
not be possible for Mr. Strick to secure a concession on the Island of Sirri, but one: 
advantage in his doing so would be that the oxide would always be carried in British 
vessels, 

With regard {0 the formation of a British Company for the purchase of oxide 
from Hormuz, the Board think that there would be advantages in such a course, because 
the trade would then be earried on in British interests for a considerable period. They 
are, liowever, of opinion that Mr. Ellinger will not be successful in getting up a Company 




























0! gested by the Mouin is considerably 
jore reasonable terms were offered by the Mouin, the Board 
think that, ck were hostile to. the promotion of a Company, his active 





opposition might make its flotation very difficult, i not hie, In their opinion 
Mr. Strick is more likely to enter into a contract with the Mouin, than to take part in 
the promotion of a Company 
With regard to the telegram dated the 25rd November whieh has been received 
from His Maj that the Firman of 1904 does in fact 
include the Island of Sirri, then it would appear: that the Mouin hus a bad title, at any 
rate to that part of the Concession, as the Persinn Government had no power to grant 
it, the island being claimed by the Sheikh of Shargah, who is under British protection, 
and the British Government never havins, in the Persian claim, but, on the 
contrary, haying protested against the Persian occupation of the island in 1888. ‘Phe 
Board presume that the Persian Government is havdly likely to. take up the position 
that they had the right to geant a Concession of Sine! in 1904 to the Moutn, 
ly, the Mouin may have a cause of complaint against the Persia 
Government, but not ayainst His Majesty's Government, and having regard to the 
history of the ease, if the Persian Government have definitely granted this Concession 
ouin it would appear that His Majesty’s Government have a cause of complaint 
ie Persian Govern) But it is difficult to understand how the Mouin could 
regard the proposed action of His Majesty's Government as regards Sirri as hostile, if 
he is fully aware of the attitude His Majesty's Government have always taken up with 
reference to the disputed territorial ownership. ‘The ense would, of coirse, he different 
if the Mowin was under the lond fide belief that the Island of Sitti is rightfully included 
in his Concession, aud that, notwithstanding this, His Majesty’s Government! 














eco} 


















































ignoring 
his title and treating the Persian Goverament as lawfully entitled to grant a. Concession 
for working the oxide on Sirri, and perliaps pressing for a Concession to be given by 





that Government to a British subject for the express purpose of injuring the Mouin's 
interests on Hormuz, 

‘The Board assume, however, that the position of His Majesty’s Government in this 
matter will be fully explained to the Monin, and they suggest, for Sir Hi, Grey's 
consideration, that he might also be informed of the assistance which has BASEL 
been given by Hix Majesty’s Government to his agent, Mr, Ullinger, i 
his negotiations with Mr. Strick and in his efforts to form a Company, and that this 
assistance will he continued, 

Tam to add that, hiaving regard to all the circumstances of the ease, the Board see 
no reason why the general line of action proposed with reference to Sirti should be 
modified, unless it transpires that the Persian Government claim a title to the island, 
and have granted a Concession to the Mouin on that basis, ‘the Board are, how 
of opinion that it would be desirable that any applicant who secks the approval of His 
Majesty’s Government for a Concession for working oxide on the Island of Sirri should 
be bound to work it under cortain conditions to be agreed to by His Majesty's 

ernment, and that it should be understood that if such conditions are not complied 
with during the continuance of the Concession, His Majesty's Government would. 
demand its revocation, and also raise the question as to the territorial status of the 
island. 

































Tam, &, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WILSON FOX, 
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Tnelosure in No. 292. 


Mr. Ellinger to Board of Trade. 





Dear Mr. Wilson Fox, 28, Osford Street, Manchester, November 20, 1908. 

I REGRET to hear that you are confined to the house for some time, and trust the 
rest may completely restore you. 

Tsay Mr. Strick last weck in reference to the contract for the oxide, but Lam 
sorry to say that I could make no progress. 

Mr. Strick refused to contract on the terms which he accepted in August Inst, and 
on being asked to state on what terms he would contract he zave me to understand that 
in his opi s est policy is to sit still and wait until the Mo n such a position 
that Mr, Strick can dictate to him his own terms, He also informed me that one of the 
conditions of any future contract must give him the right to terminate the eontract at 
any time and should Uke quality of the oxide deteriorate, Tam of the opin t the 
Mouin will not ¥ contract containing this condition, nor do I see any reason to 
suppose that any necessity will arise for him to allow Mr, Strick to dictate to him his 
own terms fora new oxide contract, Probably when Mr, Strick realizes this in course 
of tine he will become more reasonable, and in the meantime we have again written to 
the Mouin, strongly urging upon him the advisability of making reasonable terms on 
which a Company could be formed, or, failing this, of concluding a contract of some 
years’ duration, 

In accordance with a suggestion made by Sir Richmond Ritchie in our last 
interview, we huye pointed out to the Mouin that, although he can rely upon the 
absolute protection of his properiy in the event of a Company being formed, and upon 
the benevolent protection of the British Government during the currency of a bond side 
contract, he cannot count upon our being able to induce His Majesty's 
protect him, should the uecessity arise, if we base our application upon a 
After the urgency has arisen, and having the appearance of being made for the purpose 
of secuting this protection, "We are afraid that there is nothing more to be done at the 
moment, and regret that your kind offices and your trouble have not had a more 
satistnctory result, 

























































ithfully yours, 
ed) M. ELLINGER, 





(42113) No. 203. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 





) 
3) 
phic.) P. Tehran, December 2, 1908. 

THOUGHT it well to inquire of Mr, Consu-General Wratislay as to whether 
Hhreozis were likely. to. proclaim their autonomy, and also how far it was to be 
expected that the re-establishment of the constitutional régime would revive their 
loyalty, provided Tabreez were given a Governor to its taste and were in the 

law. 

ave now recoived a 
lithe feelings of tho people of Tabree 

inajority, inv order to end the present. sit 
tioned. They fear for the future, and th 
fall into line, 

‘Vhere ould he a demand, however, for British or Russian effect 
of Constitution and amnesty, and the ‘Tabreezis would not consent to 

( hsfore seeing how the new régime worked, 

A reconciliation will he more difficult the longer the situation 
offices of the two Powers scom almost indispensable in order to br 
reconciliation 

A prod 
forees i th 
fear of sue 
are the 























ply to the effect that “ loyalty" is probably 
towards the Shali, Hut it is likely 

on, would welcome the term 

reine party would probably haye to 





















sts. The good 
1g about stich a 









miition of autonomy might possibly follow a fresh defeat of the Shah's 
wy attack again, but Mr. Wratishay does not think there is any immediate 
‘i dovelopnient. The extremists who keep on coming in from the Caucasus 
symptom of the situation. 
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[42087] No. 294. 
cay) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, (Received December 2.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 2, 1908, 





HE Shah and Constitution. 

In continuation of my telegram No, 411 of yesterday's date, Ihave received a 
message from tho Shah that the placarding of his answer to the Ulema was done 
entirely without his knowledge, and that he is much vexed about it. His Majesty has 
commanded that the plicard shall be torn down and destroy 

The Shah thinks that the posting of the document was done by the clergy, but as 
some subordinate officials may also have been responsible His Majesty has ordered the 
Governor of Tehran to reprimand any persons found to be implicated: 


His Ma the assurances which Ali-es-Sultanch conveyed to me last 
Wediesday 


























(42123) No. 295, 
(nea) Sir G. Barclay (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 2, 1908. 
UATION in Moshed and Astrabad. ieee 


1 sty’s Acting Consul-General at Meshed reports riots there in favour of 
the Constitution ; the bazaar is close 


‘The Russian Legati ceived the same nows in regard to Astrabad, 
























(42017) No. 206. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 








respecting the state of affairs in 1 
‘The facts to be explained to his Hig) 
In Pes the Ii n Government have 
adhered with loyalty to the policy of non-interves h has been emphati 
nd consistently advocated b y His Majesty's Government from the outset. 
_ Russ moreover, carried out this policy in spite of the fact that the lawlessness 
which has provailed on her own front nd occasioned heavy loss both to her enter- 
prise and trade has for three months past exposed her to great provocation, 7 
Intervention on the part of Russia is a matter thit every one should wish to 
obviate, but if foreign influences were to encourage a movement which she regarded as, 
inimical to her is would not be easy to prevent her from taking action, 
Any her at Constantinople or anywhere else which might be interpreted 
as foreigu ‘at Tabree ‘0 be deprecated, and we therefore hope 
utmost to discourage and prevent such 





ness are these :— 























































(41877) 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Offi or 2, 
eo ign Office, December 2, 1908, 

__ WITH reference to your letter of the 13th May last, Tam directed by Secrotary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before tie Secretary of State for India, the 
aceompan a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran respecting the 
claims of the Persian Government to sovereignty over the Tsland of Bahrein.” 
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ence y, to authorize 
E, Grey proposes, subject to the concurrence of Lord Morley, to authori: 
Sachi a fhe amended note of the Persian Government, but ouly with 
the omission which is indicated. 








Tam, &e 


(Signed) LOUIS MALLE 











42177) N 
Indin Office to Foreign Office. 





(Received December 


Si India Office, December 2, 1905. 

ST sa dirsctod by Viseount Morloy to acknowledge the receipt of eter dated 

the 24th ultimo respecting the claim now put forward by the M ‘Thjar that the 

Island of Sirti i enoral terms of the F from the Pe 

ment under which he at present exploits the oxide ad. 
AS Tord Morloy i there is no cop 




























country, He would suggest that His Majesty's Minister at Teh 
to procure « copy, and to report upon the precise scope of the Con 
MO Si 11, Lord: Morley would 


suggest that the Moin, and, if necessary, med 
thal no interp 
oxide ow that 
attitude. tow 
necessarily: 
may bate : ; it 
upon them, It scems desirable, how i 
future, to clear up the point raised in my letter of the Ath ultiino 
whieh tho Concession, if granted to the fir, will run. : a 
Should it on the other hand, that Sirti is expressly included in the Moin's 
Concession, Lord: Morley, as at prese considers the best course would be to 
roqest the Pox 
intimation ow the . 
thom regarding Messrs. Hadjt Ali Akbar and Co.'s 
action taken on the island by the Moin under the Fi 
His Majesty's Government of the claims of the Jowa: 

















Tn this case our 
nd Co. would not 
given by thi 

further 
contingen 
to the pe 


ognized by His M 
on of Messrs, 

It is prostumed t 
and that it 


Jhundl can be a 
ds the applivat 
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respoet of the ¢ 








pplicatio, 
ld lead to an assertion by 








Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 








(42213) 


Sir A. Nienlson to Sir Ediward Grey—(Received December 3.) 





a aie Bs St. Petersburgh, December 3, 1908. 
SITUMION in Provineo of Azerbaijan. 

Barclay’s telogram of the Ist instant. 

im convinced that the Russian Government would gladly eut off all communi 

between the Cane 1 the Province of Azerbaij were in a position to do 

so effectively, If Sir G. Barclay is sure that the pe formed him about the 

four waxon-loads of revolutionaries is quite trustworthy, I would mention the incident 


























‘on assured frequently, both by M. Isvolsky and by M, Teharykoff, that 
vent would have no uneasiness about the ‘Tabreez movement if it 
e for the object of obtaining a Constitution, but they 
ly that the active and moving spirits of the disturbance 
are some hundreds of desperate Russian revolutionaries, who aim at something far 
beyond Constitutions, &e, The r ty of the Russian Government is attributable 
tothis. In the present state of affairs in Burope it is evident that an entanglement in 
Porsia and serious troubles on. her frontiers and within her own borders are the very 
last things which Russia would desire. 
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(42245) No. 300. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived December 3.) 
(No. 410.) F 
‘elegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 3, 1908. 

THE Grand Vizier will caution the Young Turk Committee, thougli he docs not 
believe they have any emissaries, in Tabreez, (reference your telegram No, 471 of the 
2nd ‘communicat tionalists, 

is shared by my Russian colleague, who, however, complains of the 

s attitude. Minister for Foreign Affairs has given the same 

in Ambassador as he gave to me (see my telegram No. 409 of 













Turkish Consul-Cene 
assurances to the Rus: 
the Ist instant). 





142201) No. 301. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Ediwurd Grey.—(Received December 3. 





(No. 416), 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 3, 1908, 
TURKISH assistance to Nationalists at Tabreez, Constantinople telegram. 





fonsul-General at Tabreoz reports in a telegram No, 78 dated 
yesterday, that Sattar Khan is in communication with the Persian Committee at 
and that it is probable that through them he is also in touch with 

Mr. Wratislaw has not heard of any Pan-Islamic emissar 

re any they must be working on a very limited scale, othorwise it 
would be generally known. He adds that he hears on good authority that the ‘Turkish 
Consul-General has promised Nationalist leaders agylum in ease of need in the Turkish 
e-Goneral, and he is showing sympathy with their eau 
























[42209] No, 302, 


Tehran, December 3, 1908. 
Referring to my telegram No, 393 of the 23rd ‘ultimo 

eut-Tujar, i i Al 
neession to the Persian Government. I am present 
Government to-day, as I do not think that in these ef 
delayed. 











has applied 
ngg our note t0 the Persian 
stances it should be further 














(42226) No. 303. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Decenber 3,) 





P, Tehran, December %, 1908, 
ATION at Meshed, My telegram No, 415 of the 2nd instant. 
A Memorial has been forwarded to His Majesty's Acting Consul-Genoral. by)the 
Nationalists at Meshed for transmission to the Shab. The Memorial is to tho effect hat 
the previous petitions to His Majesty against the Constitution were fabrications, and 
adds that the people of Khorossin will, if necessary, give their lives in obedience to 
their spiritual leadea 
‘The Meshed movement is quite likely to react here, and to further increase the 
popular agitation. Tt is due to the influence of the clergy, and therefore possesses 
particular importance. 
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(42046) NOEs 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

ms i )P. Foreign Office, December 3, 1908. 
eet Mr, Marling’s telegram No, 308 of the 26th October, 1907, and your telegram 
No, 303 of tho 23rd ultimo: Sieth oxide. ne 
Do float-a Ci Sngland for the purpose of m1 
onl ana tain ae athontie eopy of tho Firman which was issued in 1908, 
Mis. you should try to get from the Persian Government or from the Moin, and report 
substance of it by telegram, Ttshould be made clear to the Moin that without this 
document the formation of a Company in this country would be 











the Hormuz mines, it 


















(42315) No. 305. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 4.) 


Sir India Office, December 2, 1908. 
PHY Ty roply. to. your Hotter of the L3th October, 1908, respecting the 
Messrs, 1°, C; Strick and Co,, Limited, as to mining Concessions in the Islands of Si ‘ 
Tittle Lumb, amd Nabiyn Patur, am directed by Viscount Morley to transmit herewith, 
to bo laid holore the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from the 
Vicoroy on tho subject. as ed: 5 
era A) Morley concurs generally in Sir B, Grey's views as expressed in your letter 
under reply. 
As rogrds S 
Moin-ut-ujiar, that the 
168, Oxi 



















issue is complicated by the claim recently made by the 
he lad fs covered by the Firman from the Persian Government 
cation on this point is 
aply to your letter of the 24th November, 10S, 
‘As rewards ) ru, over which Persian sovt y cannot Leet be 
disputed, it scoms not, imy the Moin. may 
included in the terms of his Concession. If such a 
be impracticable to support an application by Messrs 
ascer’ the precise terms of the Moin'’s Co 
approweh the Persian authorities, ; 
see vith regurd to Little Tamb, Lord Morley concurs in the view that the island may 
do regarded as belonging to the Sheikh of Shargah. But the Government of India 
singueat that, before Mesers, Strick are authorized to, Resident at Bushire 
willt a view to obtaining a Concession from the Sh a nination might: be 
Tide of the Islands of Daluah, Sir Abu Nuair, and Halul, to ascertain whether they 
contain deposits of oxide. 
ass to be no doubt that Daln 
is under the Chet of Abn Dahil hilo Sie Nb 
tion given on p. 1202 of the recent oucraphic 
Do ll to the Sheikh of Shargah, 
the * Porsian Gull ( O | pau arate 
sliow that the isk 










boing addressed t 










Strick, and iv seem 
1 liefore encouragi 








the firm to 








































volume of 
The status of 
edl with the 












x from this oflice, dated the 
no dotinite ow 





Dut that any ass 
Anibs from Balire 















tion, that before Me 
‘sion on Little Tamb, their attention should 
being found on the Islands of Dalmal and 
vhether it would be expedient at 
i discussion as to the status 








Strick form 
he di 
Sir Abw 
present to 
of that isk 










of oxide depos 
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(Signed) A, GODLEY, 








#6 Persian Gulf Gazetteer,” Geographical ant Statistical Volume, p. 
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Tnclosure in No. 305. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

) P. Nawember 24, 1908. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 20th ultimo regarding Concessions for 
mining oxide in the Persian Gulf. ‘Telegram from Resident, Bushire, states that flag 
has been flown on G land, but not on Litile ‘Tamb Island, by Sheikh of 
Shargah, We can, in his op im that ownership of former island implies that 
of latter. We concur in this view. In this ease procedure you suggest. may suitably 
be followed. Ownership of Little Farur will, on the same analogy, follow that of 
parent island, which belongs to Persia; and it will presumably be necessary. for Strick 
to.apply, for ian Government. Resident suggests that, before 
question of ownership of these two islands is raised, deposits on Halul, Sir Abu Nuair, 
and Dalmah Island, under Abu Dthabi, might be examined, ‘There was suspicion 
(see our telegram of the 22nd August, 1906) that desigus on latter island were 
harboured by G is thought desirable Major Cos’s suggestion might be 
made to St pated that any awkward question need be raised by 
procedure on n regard to Little Tamb Island and Little Farur, 





(Telegraph 





































(42345) No. 306. 
Mr. M. Ellinger to Foreign Office. 





(Received December 4.) 


© Pilbara,” Ornan Row, Hampstea', 

Sir, December 3, 1908, 
HORMUZ Conex 

Tunderstand that an applica 










n made to the Persian Government by 
‘olm, of Bushire, and Haji Ali Akbar and Co., of Persia and London, for 

ession td mine oxide in the Island of Siri, and that the British 
been informed that His Majesty's Government has no objections, 
ions, to the grant hy the Persian Government of such a Concession 
















formed by tho Muin-ut-Tujjar that the Coneession which he holds from the 

jovernment regarding Hormuz includes all the rights to mine oxide in the 
Island of Sirri, and that 11 his firman to the British Legation in Tehran, 

Tf this be'so, it would that the grant by the Persian Government of tho 

ion asked for by Messrs, Malcolm and Haji Ali_ Akbar and Co, would involve 

thdrawal or cancellation of part of the Concession which the Muin ut-Tujjar 

id T shall be glad to learn if you can seo y form the British 

ran that under these circumstances aly jan 


ninent by the parties named, or others, for a Con nine oxide in the 
Island of Sirti should be opposed. 





























Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) M. BLLINGER. 





(42369) No, 307. 
Mr. M. EI 





er to Foreign Office (Receive December 4.) 


“ Pilbara,” Ornan Road, Hanpstead, 
December 4, 1908. 

esterday’s conversation with Mr. Maxwell, I now beg to 

rm you that I have to-day signed, on behalf of iny firm as agents for the Muincule 

















‘Tujjar, a three years’ contract for the sale of the Hormiuz oxide to Messrs, Andrew Weir 
and Co,, of 6, [oyd’s Avenue, B. 

T request you to consider this information as private and confidential, as it would 
not be in the interest of the concerned that the fact becomes known to Messrs, Irauk (. 





Strick and Co,, 





Limited. 











(Signed) I. ELLINGER. 













































[42375] 


308. 








St, Petersburgh, December 
M. SABLINE has te to the effect that hi 
ugue is anxious that a mecting of the foreign Represent in Tehran ( 
of Russia and Great Britain) should be held, its object being to de 
ros could be adopted to indicate that the constitutional moyen 

commands their sympathy. E 
information given to M. Subline i 
for the restoration of the constitu 
public might think their 
and his colleague 
if Sir Gi. Bare 
























ding to the 
a number of Petitions aski 
ostliorn feared that the P 

respect were a matter of indifference to him 
‘ome notice were taken of these Petitions. He also said that 
, Sabline had any obj F iz he would not 
ion of the Austrian and other Logations would, in that ease, 

















bo very ay 
Any intervention of other Representatives seems to M. Isvols 
le in present circumstances, Count Beuckendorft has bee 
ph to inqu ‘on take of the matter, 





y extremely un- 
desi 
tole, 










(42439) No. 309, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir B 





ward Grey.—(Received December 5.) 

(No, 419) 

(Pelegraphie.) Ps 
SITUATION at Meshed, My telog 
ho Nationalists at Moshed’ have 

appears to be «raining ground. 


Tehran, December 5, 1908. 
storday's date, 
ph office. ‘The movement 








No, 418 of yi 
od the tele 











(42501) No. 310, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, —(Received December 6.) 





No. 420.) 
lographiie.) 


Tehran, December 5, 1908, 
OAUCASIAD 


revolutionaries in Azerbaijan. Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 282, 

in your telogram No, 341 of yesten 
intention to impute blame to. the R 
no doubt, are as anxious as wo are not to allow the situ 













ernment, who, I have 
ion in Azerbaijan to assume a. 






ng paragraph is vory confidentia 





fe been given to und 





tand both by M. do Hartwig and the Russian Chargé 
a'AMfairos, and I believe they have suid as much to their Government, that the 
Governors of the Caucasus might haye been more energetic in preventing 
revolutionaries crossing the frontie 















Any reconciliation between the Shah and the people of Azerbaijan will be made 
the more difficult the stronger the extremist element becom s, and it is in every way 
desirable that the authorities of the Caucasus should use every effort to prevent that 
clement growing. 

;¢ promised to treat the information I received in regard to tho waggon-loads 
as private, T helieve it to be trustworthy. 














(42517) No. 311. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received December 6.) 
(No. 286.) 
(Welegraphic:) P, St, Petersburgh, December 6, 1908, 
VISIT of Persian Special Envoy to St, Petersburgh. 
Twas informed yesterday by M. Isvolsky that, in spite of the Russian Governe 
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ment’s statement that the Emperor 





id not desire to receive any condolences on the 
death of the Grand Duke Alexis, the Special Envoy's visit would take place. 
lhe reply of the Persian Government had been to the effect. that they still desired 


to send him, and that he would be the bearer of an important letter to the Emperor 
from the Shah. 















[42511] No. 312. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 6.) 
(No. 421.) 
(Telegraphic). P. Tehran, Decenber 6, 1908, 
‘THE Shah and Constitution, ‘Telegram No. 284 from Sir A. Nicolson, which was 
repeated to me in your telegram No, 342 of yesterday. 
The dl Tot me know throngh a third party that he had some such plan for 
supportin n and His Maj ‘Legations, in their representations to the 


Shah. I have replied through the same channel that in my opinion the proposed step 
ne 





















was approached by the Austrian Minister he gaye him no 








Vithout knowing that the step would not be unwelcome to M. Sabline and me, at 
least three out of the six Representatives concerned would not in any caso join, 





[42546] 





Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 
(No. 536,), 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 2 
I COMMUNICATED to M. Isvolsky yesterday the substance of Sir G, Bareliy’s 
telogram No. 386 of the 19th instant in regard to the joint representation which he 
ade to the Shah through the intermediary of the Dragomans of 
1 British Legations for the purpose of inducing lis Majesty to fulfil his 
Constitution; and T aske Excellency if he would kindly send 
ry instructions to the Russian Chargé d’Affaires to co-operate with his 
ue. M. Isvolsky explained tome that ho oived 1 very si 
and that he had already sent instructions in the senso 





1908, 
























British coll 
telegram from M, Sabl 
desired, 


AM, Isvolsky observed that there were two distinct questions regarding Persia, ono 















spect. to the grant of a Constitution, convocation of an Assembly, &e.,and the other 
the disturbed condition of the Province of Azer! 

As regards tho first question, he would, of course, heartily co-operate with His 
Majesty’s Government in urging upon the Shah the fulfilment of his 
Assembly would prove of much avail 
chaoti h Persia had fallen, 
be hampered continually hy the reacti 
incompetent men. T told hi 
the former bly left 
men capable of devising an Electe 











lying the 
Tewould have no authority, and would 
onaries, and would probably be composed of 
Exeolleney that Sir G, Barclay, while ready to admit that 

ich to be decided, was still of opinion that there wero 

il Law suitable to the country, and which might 
lead to the constitution of an Assembly competent to ex benoficial influence over 
the administration of the country. ase, it would be well to give the experiment 
fair trial, 

In regard to Azerbaijan, M. Isvolsky repeated what he has #0 frequently 
on me; and he stated that another Russian postal station had been destroy 
15 versts of the Russian frontier. I did not encourage 
question, but turned the conversation to other subjects. 



























pressed 
1 within 
m to dwell on this part of the 


Thave, &c. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 
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[42549] No, 314. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 539.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 25, 1908. 

I COMMUNICATED to M. Isvolsky yesterday the substance of your telegram 
No, 616 of the instant, and Tread and left with him a Memorandum embodying 
the proposals put forward in the third and fourth paragraphs of the above-mentioned 
telegram, 
M. Isvol over the Memorandum very carefully, and remarked that it 
seemed to him that the proposed message to the Shah constituted in reality an 
intervention on behalf of one of the parties in the struggle. I told him that I could 
veo with him, ‘he Shah had undoubtedly violated his promises, and had 
which had been urged upon him by the two Representatives 
and it seemed to me that both Governments were quite justified in giving Hi 
Majesty very clearly to understand the consequences which would ensue from the 
action which he had thought fit to adopt. 

M, Isvolsky said that he noticed that is Ma 
Shal had destroyed all prospect i 
th 


































's Government stated that the 
the Constitution was 
the for 



















if a new Assembly were called into being, tranquility would be 
province, If the Shah in fact decreed a Constitution and ordained elections, and if 
notwithstanding these measures Sattar Khan continued to pursue an independent 
course, it woul be mitted, that he had ulterior designs, and that then the 
two Governments might reconsider the situation, 

M. Isvolsky remarked that we spoke of the “nationalist: forces”; lhe did not 
quite understanil what was meant by the term “nationalist.” 1 replied that this was 
a convenient form of expi adherents of Sattar Khan and for those who 
were opposed to a reaetionary policy. His Excelleney sid that he thought 
‘yovolittionary forves”” would have been a more approp! 

was exercising an independent authority, and his men w 
stations, telephone communieation, and generally hau 
subjects, Ile know for a fact that-he was receiving encouragement from the Young 
‘Marks, and this 

Varo his: Bxcelle 
a communication to Sattar Khan, warhi 
disorders continued and if the lives and proper 
Thought that this ady your part would have a very salutary effect both on 

y Khan anid on i ish sympathisers, if it were a fuct that the 

Tt would show both very clearly that His Majesty’s Government recogn 
tain cirewustances the right of Russia to intervene, and this would surely stre 
the position of the Russian G nite 

M. Isvolsky said that the propo: 
required most careful consideration, as they m 
Hie was mable to give me a reply olfhand, 
to extort an opinion from him at once. In 
to me that the sitiation which had heen « 5 
required careful consideration on the part of both Gove 

We then turned to other subjects, but on leavi expressed the hope to 
M, Isvolsky. that he would give me'a favourable reply, as L was sure that the 
communications to the Shah and to Sattar Klum would produce a good effect ou 
Doth, and it was greatly in the interests of Russia that order should be re-established 
in \verbaijan, and that eo-operition to that end shi parked 9s a gain, 

His Excelleney said: * Give me time to thin , 

T cones that T was disappointed with the attitude of M. 
solicitute for the feelings of the Shah to me to be a little superfluous, and 
Thad thought that he would have weleomed the offer whieh you had made in respect 
Yo joining in a warming to Sattar Khan, Ido not know what was holding him back 
from promptly concurring with your suggestions, though I believe he is not convinced 















































rf, or even to join in 
isequenices 
n subjects were endangered, 



























ch he thou ather drastic, 
ileal to serious consequences, and 
id him that L naturally had no desire 






























































isl 


that the Shah will not sueceed in maintaining his position throughout Persia, and he 
may be unwilling to use language which may alienate His Majesty completely and 
dispose him to appeal elsewhere. Moreover, I know that, in view of the character 
of the Persians generally, he is very sceptical as to their being in any way capable 
of utilising representative institutions for the real benefit of their country ; and, as he 
has occasionally good-humouredly remarked to me, he considers we are too 
“doctrinaire” and too apt to regard a “Constitution” as effecting, in all circum- 
stances and in all countries, immediate aud thoroughly effective remedies to all ills. 

I did not mention the question of the recall of Colonel Liakhoif at our interview 
yesterday, as T will reserve it for the next occasion, wlien he will probably be in a 
Position to give me his well-considered opinion on the whole question, and which 























1 trust will be in accordance with your proposals, 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 









[42553] No. 315. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 


Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 27, 1908, 
AM. ISVOLSKY, who was dining with me last night, spoke to me in regard to 
jtuation in Azerbaijan, and said that he was being much pressed by the Minister 

of Finance to take some measures for the protection of Russian interests in. that 

. He said that the construction of the road from Julfa to Tabrooz, with its 

nt, had cost about 1,000,000/,, and that since February last not a penny had 
been received from tolls, ‘Two postal stations and several versts of telephone 
communication had been destroyed, and the trade was being conducted under 
conditions of very great difficulty, and, in fact, had almost ceased. ‘The employés on 
the road had in some instances fled for their lives, and he feared that: he might hear at 
any moment of the murder of some Russian subjects. ‘he claims which had 
already been received from Russian subjects for losses incurred amounted to about 
reproached for maintaining a passive attitude in faco of 

thes ‘he question was still further complicated by the action of the 

Young Turks, and he could assure me as an unquestionable fact. that through their 

emissaries in ‘labreez they were encouraging Sattar Khan and his co-udjutors, the 

revolutionaries from the Caucasus, and wore preaching the formation of a Liberal 

Pau-lslamic Union. ‘The Turkish Government, he was aware, hud categorically deniod 

that they had given any encouragement to Sattar Khan, but the Committee of Union 

and Progress, who he appeared to consider to be m ful and important than 
theSublime Porte, were actively intervening in th baijan, Iv wondered 
if is Majesty's Governuient c from the Committee some formal declaration 
that they had no intention of in in_any way an alfiirs, and would 
hold aloof from any collusion with Sattar Khan, If some such disvowal could 
be obtained it would greatly ease the situation, and he would be grateful if would 
submit the suggestion to you, 

tM, Iivolsky fore 








































































rks, 





n Government would desire our co-operation in a warning 

iad been proposed in your telegram No, 616 of the 
sid that he did not much like the ide of entering into any 
relations with Sattar Khan, as communications from the Consuls would have the 
appearance of recognizing that personage as an independent local authority ; but he 
had suggested to the Minister of Finance to. permit his employés on tle road to 
endeavour to arrange with Sattar Khan for some security being accorded to the 
trade caravans, Such a procedure could not be characterized ay any oflictil inter- 
vention, Moreover, if the Russian Government were to enter into dire 
munication with Sattar Khan such a step would be welcomed by the Russian 
revolutionaries, and produce a yery unfortunate elfect in the Caucasus, I asked 
M, Isvolsky whether the destruction of the postal stations and the other hindrances 
placed in the way of peaceful commerce were the acts of Sattar Khan’s people, or of 





instant. 


y direct 























com= 
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the Shah's forces, or of ordinary brigands, I understood M. Isvolsky to say that 
it was difficult to apportion the responsibility; the anarchy was general and was 
increasing rathier than diminishing; Tabreca itself might be fairly quiet, but all the 
surrounding districts w 

Mz Isvolsky said that now that the Shah had w 
to him necessary to make the 
am No, 616. 
















hal c% 









exercised on him to bring aH up (ote ‘point of fulfill 

uld gather, it appeared that even now he was merely contemplating the i 
of a Council of Notables, and not a National Assembly. His Excellency said that he 
did noi know whether 2 Council composed of intelligent and superior men would not 
bea mo y discussing the Per 
situation with M, de Martwi nd later on he might be in a pos 
to stule his views more definit tlie question of finance, 
the want of funds was one of the ch ‘of the unrest, and officials 
were many months He might be able to make some proposals 
on this head when hehad studi! stion more fully, Of course, if any advances 
were made, their expenditure would have to be most care 
not wish to discuss this or other cognate questions now 5 I 
me some impres ich he had gathered from “his first conversation 
M, de Harty y reasonable. 

I venture that the Dragomans of the two Legati 
shoul have and endeavour to induce hi 
promulgat uv and a Constitution, It would be well to forest 
mating y to lead to proposals for a restricted 
elected Assembly, on, what woulll he worse, some nomi Coumeil which would be 
composed of men subservient to the Shah. T-haveno fear of M. Isvolsky in any way 
desiring to separate himself from the eou enments itherto, 
followed in common, but he ms iy counsels which would 
not be quite in harmon 's Government, 

T have, &e, 
ned) ‘A. NICOLSON, 





his. promises. 
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(41912) No. 316. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 1.) 
(No, 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, Nov 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of an official communiqué 
which appeared recently in the Russian press denying that there is any truth whatever 
in the report that Russia intouds to seek compensa ian for the detriment 
of lior interests in the Near Bast created by the 
by Austria-Hungary. 






















Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON, 





316, 





Tnelosure in No, 


Official Communiqué. 





THE following official communiqué appeared in the Russian evening papers of 
the 23rd November last, and in the morning newspapers of the following day -— 


(Translation.) 
“Recently reports have appeared in the fore 
that a political connection exists hetwoen events in the Province of Azerbaijan and the 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and that the Russian Government intends seeking 
compensation for itself in Azerba ‘om information drawn from an 
atirely authoritative source the St. Petersburgh Telostaphie Agency is able to state 
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that these reports are fictitious, and that Russia, entertaining her customary and 
sincere feelings of friendship towards Persia, has by no means any designs respesting 
aberment or of any te in the Province 




















[42557] 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 
(No. 548.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 29, 1908. 
THE Turki dor informed me yesterday that M. Isvolsky had requested 
him to call at th Office, and after baving communicated to him the tenour of 
i Conferen 





















red had he'stoe 
al Dokl nments were now most intimate and friendly, 
much regret if anything should occur which might cast a 
ex} Var hha the gene: 





nid that he would 
loud over them. He 
nee of Azerbaijan, and 
mation that the Committee of 
sof Sattar Khan, and were 
wolntionary movement in the province. He would be grateful. if 
is Government to take measures to stop this action 
ch was likely: to cause serious embarrassment to the 
1 Government if it led to strengtliening the hands of those who were causing 
nd detriment to Russian interests, 
that lie had explained to M. Isvolsky that the medals to which 
ded had no significance whatever, that they were sold openly in, the streets of 
ople, and could be purchased by anyone for a fow paras. He could not, 
bel vet the Committee wero taking any part fn what was oecnnting in the Province 
ient on their hands at: present: 
iz in any way in Persian 





Ove 













Union 














on the part of the Committ 








































He con 
M. 





in to him the reason of the anxiety of 
in the Azerbaijan Province ; and 1 gave to 
etch of how matters stood from the Russian point of view. I 
added that eli Isvolsky would be very glad if he c 
assurance from the Committee of Union and Progress that they had no desi 
intervening in Persian affairs. 

I have, &e. 


dl) A, NICOLSON, 


M. Isvolsk; 
his Ext 






















(Sign 








(42559) No. 318. 
Sir A. Nicolson 10 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 
(No 550.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, Navenilier 29, 2008. 








AN interpellation was introdu 
for which urgency was demanded, regarding what were tern 
Colonel Liakhoff in Persia, ‘The mover of the interpella 
Me ‘was frequently interrupted, and who wandered into questions of ge 
for which he had to be called to order by the Prosident, who requested 
If to the question before the Ho Ho made some 
Linklioff, but they do not appear to have mado much impression on 
the House. Two Members of the Right opposed the interpellation, one of them 
regretting that the time of the Dama was occupied by matters of secondary importance, 
The motion of urgency a Tage majority, and the interpellation 
referred to a Committee where it will pro 
Te fe uafortinato that thy interpellavion was bs 
did not find favour in the Duma, as it will render it more dif 


into the Duma by the Left parties yest 
the lo acta” ot 
was a Social Democrat 






































d that it evidently 
ill now for M, Isvolsky 
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to carry out his wish to replace Colonel Liakhoff, and may give that officer the 
ion that his action in the past is not disapproved of by the majority of the 





T have, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





(42562) No. 319. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 
Qo. 502) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, December 1, 1908, 
sha the 
spect to the condition of affairs in the 
s Excellency that they were uneasy 
© Khan and his adherent 
dals and by other 





M. ISVOLSKY informed me to-day that he had mentioned to Turkhan P 
anxiety of the Russian Gor i 
Azerhiijan Province, and had 
the encouragement which was being 
Young ‘Turk party in the form of comm 
sympathy: 

‘Turkhan Pasha had communicated to him yesterday the reply of Tewfk Pasha, 
who had explained that the medals were in reality not sent by the Young Turks, but 
by members of the Persian Colony in Constantinople, and that there was no desire 
whatever on the part of the Ottoman Government to interfere in any way in the internal 
affairs of Porsia, 

M, Involsky 
fas he had made no 
procuring some 1 







































arently seemed to regard this latter assurat 

lusion to the suggestion which he had previously made to me as to 

ilortaking from the tee of Unionand Progress, I did not think 
Ho remarked, in pai 

{and on my. observ 

ations by 











ho modified his obs 
recontly oceurred. 





Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 





(42566) No, 








Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 





hy December 1, 1908. 
1 CALLED on M, Iavolsky’ this morning: of the su 
Ci, Burclay's telegram No. 106 of yesterday's ¢ it 
Shu was contemplating the appointment of of a not 
which would manifestly not be in aecordanee with the wishes of the people in general; 
thi y of opinion that it would be desirable to explain to the Shah that it 
of tinportance that an elected Assembly should he established, and. that the 
proposed! Conneil should expedite the preparation of «ne M, Isvolsky 
read to-tne a telegram which he had reesived from M. Subline, which reported that th 
Covel al bon opoue with some solemnity in the Palace of the Sholt in, Tohrao, 
and that ih vas to ocenpy: itself wil i 
aid ded that both Sir ( 
paclont attitude towards the Connell, and 
arise for oxpeiliting its labours. Tn these eiremustan olsky considered 
it would per for the igoment t addres any further repre 
sentations to the the progress of the proceedings of the Con 
Ltold M, Tsvols7y that [ believed that perliaps i 
shoulil be elected on a very broad basis of fran 
composed of reasonable men, might ral Taw suitable to 
the contlitions of the country, hut that it was essential that an elective Assembly 
shou ui, and ther sure the wishes of the peop 
adinit the majori ‘onl that the fi 
Wis si was necessary to keep 
ol no contid lence whi 
Majesty’s sincerity in 
ficts sliowved that he wi 
























































1 it was possible that the 
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M. Isvolsky did not differ from my estimate of the disposition of the Shah, but 
remarked that there was no one to replace him, and that it would be well’ to muke the 
dest of him. If the Shah were deposed thore would be universal anarchy in Persia, 
and this would Jead compulsorily to the intervention both of Russia and of England, 
and such an eventuality must, if possible, be avoided. 

Tsaid that had not yet heard as to the opening of the Couneil, but that I would 
telegraph to you giving the substance of his conversation, and_ if both Representatives 
considered it to be desirable to adopt an expectant attitude, it was possible that His 
Majesty’s Government might be disposed to postpone for the moment further repre- 
sentations to the Shah, 

Lhave, &e. 


(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 




































42568] 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Devember 7.) 





(No. 559.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, December 3, 1908, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 557 of the Ist December, I have the honour 
to transinit herewith an aidemémoire which Lhave received from the Russian Govern- 
ment, giving the latest information they haye received from ‘Yehran in regard to the 
meetin of the Council conyoked by the Shah, and the attitude recommended by 
ML. de Sabline and Sir G. Barclay. 

















T have, &c. 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 


































Inclosure in No, 321, 


ide-Mémoire, 








wes nouvelles recues de ' 


chéran annoneent que le Conseil eonvoque 
arches fa 


par los Légations de Russie et de la 



















yer Je Sehah 












nde correspondent aux propositions contonuos dans I 
noire Nove vert ses sin 
16 (24 igrapl npr de ce fait SirG, Barclay 





et lui ont décidé de se tonir sur Ves 
favorable et avec toute lu prudence ndeessaire, d 
Te Conseil de précéder & Vélaboration dune nony 
Tes deux 


etat 





‘ant de prendre, & um moment 
de persuader 
le loi dlectorale, satisfalsante pour 















Je Gouvernement I 
recourir moment A des démarches ultéri 
de la mesure prise par le Schah, 





ial conside ny a mie lien de: 
res, ot qu'il fant attondre les résultats 





Pétershourg, 
Je 19 Notembre (2 Décembre), 1908. 
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(42806) No, 


Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Keceived December 7). 





(No. 422) 















(elegraphic.) Tehran, December 7, 1908, 
GERMAN Your telegram No. 334 of the Ist instant 
In a telegram No. 80, Confidential, dated to-day, Mr. Consul-Genoral Wratislay. 





he hn been nab, after inguin of 


available sourees, to obtain any 
of the stat eb the 


regard to the 
jerman officers 























Stabler, would appear to be the 
Stabler went to Tabreez about the tin 
by the Russian Government, He has heen in Persia before, and is 
Mr. Wratislaw adds that he 1 1, but that he has no inform: 


3B 























































‘There is only one stray 
Hi and 


European in Tabreez, He 
lls himself a Dutchman. Mr. Wra 





smatoseraph. p 



















having him watched, 

Ak ionalist lias informed Mr. Wratislaw that no Turkish offic 
been in‘ but that they have heen expecting three for some little ti 
You ‘Vabrecz some time ago, but he had gone there ouly to ascert 
character of the revolt. 









coring fo @ report from an Armenian. source in 
er promised that, in the event of the Maku 
they would send their Kurds to attack them, 











(42884) No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





(No. 314.) 
(Poloraph 





Foreign Office, December 7, 1908. 
nition of Austrian and otlier Representatives, 
Tagreo with the view of the Russian Government, which was communic 
by Count Benckendorff, that, in the ¢ 
the other Diplomatic Representatives at! 
should not join init, Tf your Russian 
you should co-operate with hin. Iso informed me that, in the 
Government, any intrusion into Persian politics on the part’ of tho 
of tho other Powers is to be discouraged by the Russian aud British 
ohran, 



























Ministers at | 





[42884] Ne 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 





(No. 102.) 





Foreign Office, December 7, 1908. 






















COUNT BENCKENDORER informed me to-d m sent to 
favolsky by the [tus arg d'Mfnirs chran respecting the representation in 


vour of the Porsi 
nicl the 
Aust 


stitution proposed to be made by the Austrian 
ives of the other Powers. 





ister a 





t 


Jand and Russia had 
me 





of a Constit 
linge the 
res at 


ions in tay 
to be defo 
1» Charge VA 
Powers would he undesirable, 
M_ Isvolsky was of opinion that our tivo Roy 





ie regime 
in thought the 





rusion of the other 


presentatives should do their utmost to 


‘owers in a collective 











this sense. [told 
ul fall through if it wero discouraged 





Gonnt Benckendortt 
Hy our Represent 


T thought this move w 
cos aT 








Tam, & 
(Signed) E. GRE 











{40831} 


Sir Edward Grey ts Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 218.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 7, 190 
T HAVE received your despatch No, 252 of the 19th Octobe 
correspondence with the Persian Government on the subject of Mess 
for the repayment of the running expenses of the steamship 
1 approve your proposal to drop the corresponden 
il hy tlie presentation of the enrrent year’s 

















Hes 

























[42040] 





Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 7, 1908. 
ipt of your letter 
itaché at Meshed, 

ew of the Secretary of State 
h last, that the statiis of this 





T AM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey toa 
of the it respecting the appointment of \ 
Tam to inform you tliat Sir E, Grey concurs in the v 
pressed in your letter of the 17th Ma 

nt should be left on its present undefined foot 

































(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 











e 
Ht position in which the Ari f 

an tradeand interests resulting 
explained to the Grand Vigier 








that Uhad already explaine 
Government was placed owing to the serious hi 
from the situation in A. mT have ay ‘ 
the position as sot forth iu your above-mentioned toler: 
His Highness said that he Id understood that both the Russian and British 
Governments had influenice in Persia in favour of the Dihoral 
movement in tha at the sympathies of the Ottoman Constitutional 
rally on the same lines, though they were careful to abstain from 

the internal alfairs of ubouring State, 
tice of Union and Progress, lately started among the Persians 
had had deali the Ottoman Committee, and his Highness 
ast any action that might possibly be interpreted as indirvet, 


aflains. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) GERARD LOWTHER, 














































Sir G. Barclay to Sir (:dward Grey.—(Received December 8.) 





Tehran, November 15, 1908. 
0 of the 18th wltimo, forwarding a copy of 
the identic communication which the Russian Minister and T addressed to the Porsiitn 
Government on the subject of the ‘Turco-Persian frontier, I have the honour to transinit 
to you herewith a copy of the reply which, as reported in my telegram No, 376 of the 
1th instant, U have revived from the Persian Government, 

T have, ke. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 








WITH reference to my despatch No. 























Inclosure in No. 328. ‘ 





Ala-us-Sultaneh to Sir G. Barclay. 





(Translation.) November 4, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour and pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s 
note of the 18th October last respecting the arrangements inade “by th Onan 
Government for the recall of the Turkish troops in Persian territory, and, in reply, I 
have the honour to state that, according to the correspondence and telegr: 
although the Turkish troops have been diminished in certain points, no place has been 
evacuated, and further eneros e heen made ou certain places, among which 
is the district of Baranduz out of the zoue. In villages such a Kukia, &c,, which 


















































‘Pahic Pasha has in his correspondence recognized as Persian territory, Turkish 
Nulashse and troops have been posted. In fact during the last few day thins-<ight 
important villages have been occupied. It appears that a great preparation has 
Deen mado for the winter, and further encroachments on the distriey in question are 
ended. A large quantity of grain and a considerable amount of money have been 
taken from the inhabitants. On the Anzle side, which 
have been incited to revolt, and th 
roads, robbing the post, 
Soujboulak, By 
He has also, established 
interfere with the affairs of that place, 
Reports from Kurdistan also. show th 
incited the rebellions Moliammed Khan to plunder s 
has caried off the belongings of the people and the Gove 
(Signed) 






























gone to Bana and 
in Saggez, and he 





the intruders 
al vi 


















il, Kos 
ALA-USSULTANEH, 





[42816] No 


Edwaril 6 





Barclay to Si Reevived December 5.) 

Tehran, Xovenber 15, 1908. 
“PILE anti-Constitition demonstration on the 7th instant at Bagh-i-shah and the 
grams whieh, it was xiven out, had heen received from the provinees petitioning 
ayaitist the convocation of a Parliament were so obviously the result of | the 
innaniyres OF the three or four Ministers, such nd the Minister 
of War, who have ¢ 
goverment, that 
Opportunity. of mi 
spurious exp 
plodizes, We 
hy tie shah on Wedies 

1 told His Majesty that E had n 
unity of speakinss to His Majesty about the 
nit whit L was about to say, L was pron 
to serve His Majesty's best interests and those of his country. 
ke the following statement drafted by the Russian M 






































able to seek an 
ard these 

















to Governments will not dk 
as ncighbours and friendly Bowers sincerely de 
development of Persia, with whi th 
ned it their duty to assist th 
colleague and I are fully persuaded that the friendly counsels which, 
in pursuance of instructions from ou Governments. we venture to tender to your 
Majesty will be particularly welcome ut « moment when Persia is traversing a serious 
crisis. 

““Tnformation reael 
and in the provinees is ina state of effervescence and ai 
promised to your people the re-establishnent of the co 
promise hats been solemuly expressed tis-d-vis to the two 
Of lust Saturday are inconsistent with, this promise 
Huulied of persons were assembled by orders of the Ministers at B 
pronouice against the Constitution, aid a Petition was prepared in this sense under 
the influence, it is said, of the clergy and presented to your Majesty. My Russian 

this demonstration, organized by men who 
ts the true sentiment of the 
ty from your pury 
‘of disorders, 













us whieh shows that the Persian population of the capital 
Your Majesty h 

titutional i nd this 
uly Powel 




























peuple, will not serve to deties 
Majesty to violate your pledge 
uncertuinty, impatiently awaits the 
micnits whieh we represent cannot 4 
people in order to avert the great dangers which we foresee and which may have fatal 
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results for the future. In like manner with my Russian colleague, I have the honour 
to draw your Ma most serious attention to the disorders pending, which can 
now only be arrested by the fuliilment of the pledges which your Majesty has given 
to your people. 

“Tn conclusion, I desire to draw your Majesty’s attention to the piti 
condition of certain of your subjects under arrest charged with politi 
have remained for month 
Majesty’s clemency on bel 











ible 
cal oflences, who 
in gaol without trial. We venture to appeal to your 
alf of these unfortunate men.” 











After expressing his thanks for this advice, His Majesty answered the statement 
at-considerable length, Having listened to the same language from M. de Hartwig 
the day before, he had had ample opportunity to prepare his reply, and he had 
doubtless been carefully primed by his reactionary advisers. He denied altogether 
the spurious character of the expressions of public feeling against a constitutional 
me, and declared that there was a very large and influential portion of the people 
who regarded constitutional government’ as contrary to Islam. ‘The Mi had 
had no hand in the organization of the demonstration at Bagh-i-Shah, though no 
donbt the clergy had made their influence felt. He himself was in favour of a 
Parl Persia needed one, but it must be of a very different cl r from the 
late Medjliss. His Majesty drew a distinction betwee 
which existed at the end of 1906. Then the Government w: 
and the people desired it.» Now, on the contrary, the Gove 
were against it. He liad no intent 
yielded to the demonstration at Bag) 
¢ to devise a Constitution wh 
udy been submitted to the provin 






























Constitution 
it and the 
n of violating his pledges and had not 
hah; far from that, he was engaged in 
would suit the country. An Electoral Law had 
but he must have time to ascertain how far 
acceptable to his people. The haste with which his last Reseript liad. been 
published, which was due to the re of the two Legations, was responsible for 
much of the present discontent, He must now he allowed time in order to win over 
those opposed to Parli ¥ government. Referring to the persons under arrest, 
ty said that he believed that those still in gaol were criminals and not 

offenders, but he promi ie list 
lied that L_w: ad to learn that His Majes 
lish a constituti T had no desire to. pre 
form of co ment was needed for Persia, but what way 
hecvssiry in the intorests of tranquillity was that the people should be as promptly ns 
possible’ disabused of the impression ge ailing that His: Majesty had no 


















































was resolved to 
ibe to His Majesty: 

































ion of carry this promises to his people, TE yentured to differ from him as to 
feeling in’ regard to was cortainly 

the general belie T then: 
il the m Wy the 





fullilment of I 
Dest eli 





the 









on behalf of the persons 
ell to press the matter, 
{least of them were still in prison who could in no sense 
das ci nals, ‘fo have menti d their nam 
ir being subjected to worse treatment than that w 





arresteil at the ti Tdi 
altiious 
‘of the word be deserih 
probably have ted to the 
fare now experiencin: 

Tn the conversation that followed th 
record, for it was pri 





not think it 














ore was little, TF think, deserving of further 
iteration of what had already been said, but I should 
mention that the Shab in’ re to Tabree, said that those who were in arms 
Against him were not fighting for the Constitution. ‘They were most of then 
Caucasian revolutionaries, and the fighting which had been going on for a year was 
merely an ordinary tribal rebellion, ventured to point out to His Majesty that the 
fighting did not begin until the end of Juno, immediately after the destruction of the 
late Medjliss. I reminded His Majesty that the Tabreczis had recently telegraphed 
il this seemed to me to offer a good opportunity for 

pinion that an amnesty and a prompt fulfilment 

the restoration of onde 





























































190 






needed to defend their rel 
Majesty were to 
to Islam, 

‘The idea which the Shah wished me to carry away with 
was that of a Sovereign desirous to rule as a constitutio 


on, and that they would be dan 


nt Parliamentary government, which the be contrary: 









that his position 
il that he was 
























of the more or less edue 
he mere! 
in it their on 
at the hands 











» opportunity to talk onee more 
ajesty promised that within two or three cl 
Kven if this promise is fullitled [doubt very much whether the 
has been engaged in prepiring it, n 











few 








‘ountry independent enough and competent to collaborate in the 
framing of a useful scheme has, 1 sure, has had any hand in it 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) GG, BARCLAY, 





42912) No. 330, 








G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 8.) 





(No, 124 
(Pelee Tehran, December 8, 1908. 
i s 


No, 824 of the 


ich have been 
the control of the reconstruc 


un aind Dizful=Aliw 






ling Hetween them, for the Depart 
id upkeep of, the tele 
Arabistan, According to inforn to the Department, the Shalt w 
posts grudually to bo erected in place of tho existing wooden ones. ‘Yo do this would 
Cost, aveording to the class of posts used, from 6,000 to HO. It has been suggested 
by Mr. Barker that we might demand in retiien for our i Which, 
1 include the partial or complete snpply of posts and. our annu 
expenses of the maintenance of the lines, a prolongation till 115 of our Telesraph 
Concossions, Ate, Barker considers the present opportunity a good one for obtaining 
prolongation, 
‘The original proposal was that these two questions should be dealt with to 
so see your despatch No. 16L of the Isth: September, 1907), though the R 
mien’ was afterwards informed that the question of the prolongat 
Concessions and that of the trmsfer of our. rights over the Tehran-Khanakin 
line must be treted simultineously, ‘The prolongation of these rights would of course 
e-to the benoit of Russia 
‘agreement with the Per 



















































ails of the control of the 
n lines may possibly be retarded. by the prolongation of our 
sions, but this demand need not be put forward stil the principle of the 
Departnent’s control over the \rabistan lines has been linally accepted by the Persian 
Government. If ubsolutely necessary, we might resume the negotiations for the 
exchange of the ‘Tehra shed and) Khaf-Na lines as soon as the Persian 
Government have thus finally committed r 
nogotintions for the exchange of these lines threaten to be difficult 
Possible, be better mot to restmo them until the prolongation of the 
jon sectireid, 






Governme 





























U should be glad to be 
suguest what limit of financial 

rabistan lines may: be offered to the 
tion of the Concessions. Are there 
Gove 


formed, 





His M 


nee towards th 














uppls 
in return for the prolon; 
jecial stipulations desired by His 
iment? The Indo-Furopean 'Yelegraph Departinent proposes to stipulate for 















ae RES A 


191 


the erection of a wire for their own use should occasion arise, of which the Department 

will demand retention of control till 1945, 

© not thought it desirable to approach M. Sabline before receiving your 

views on the subject. 
T beg that 1 1: 

Mi 








receive an early reply, in view of possible changes in the 









[42885] No. 331. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Dicember 8.) 





No. 424.) 
(elegraphic.) P, 
SITUATION in Azerbaijan, 
His Majest J-General at Tabreez reports Nationalis 
camp at Bas tacked last night: by 
were repulsed with several 


Tehran, December 8, 1908. 





successes in Salmas, 
0) Nationalists, Latter 












(40837) No. 332, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 





(No, 214.) 





; Foreign Office, December 8, 1908, 
I HAVE received your despatch No, 288, Secret, of the Ai ultimo, containing 
your observations on the’ Russian aide-ménsire of the 2nd August, respecting railway 
in Persia. 

om are aware, His Majesty 
ation ina Memorandusn date 











Government have alvendy yeplied to, this 
the 9th October, of which a copy hus already. 





eomnuni 
















been furnished to you in the Confidential 1 
It is, however, desirable that you should ascertain the vie y's 
Consul-General at Bushire on those aspects of the question to which you allude in the 












ch, 





penultimate paragraph of your des 
take an early opportunity of visiting 4 
relating to the Persian Gulf, you should discuss this question with him 
Lam, &e, 

(Signed) 2, GREY, 


nid, as ajor Cox. shill 
ors 
iis anrival, 











[43002] No, 338, 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Kilward Grey,—(Received December 9.) 
(No. 831) 
Sir, Constantinople, December 4, 1908. 
T HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's ( 
al at Bagdad with regard to a telegram said to have been sent by the Mujtahids 
of Nedjef to the people of Persia, urging their fighting for the Constitution, 
Thiave, &e, 
(Signed) GERARD LOWTHER, 















Inclosure in No, 333. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay to Government of India, 


Sir. : Bagdad, November 2, 008, 

IN continuation of my letter, dated the 12th October, ['have the honour to report 
that [have received a photoxraphic copy of a telegram said to have been sent by the 
Mujtahids of Nedjef to the people of Persia, ‘The telegram, if iv was ever sent, was 
no doubt stopped in Persia, but these photographic copies can, of course, easily. be 
distributed. A translation of the telegram is given below — 








“We publish the order of God to the general public in Persia, ‘To-day it is @ 
uty to depose (dafa’) the powerful tyrant and spiller of blood, and also to protect the 
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honour and property of the followers of the Prophet. ‘This is one of the most important 
duties, It is strictly forbidden to pay revenue to his agents. ‘To fight for the firm 
establishment of the Constitution is like fighting in a religious war by the side of the 
absent Inam. If any one fails in this duty bya hair's breadth he is guilty of opposing 
the Imam, even of fighting against him. God forbid that any Moslem should act 
contrary to these ord 

“(Seals of (1) Haji Mirza Hussein Mirza Khalil, 2) Mulla Muhammad 

Kadhim Khorassani, (3) Sheikh Abdulla Mazandarani.)” 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) RAMSAY, Lirutenant-Colonel, 
Political Resident in Turkish Arabia, and His 
Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 


























[43036] a iD 


Sir A. Nicolson (o Sir Eehward Gr 
W),) 


(Received December 9.) 







. Petershurgh, Decembir 1908. 
of the 


lgraphic.) P. 


PERSI 





N telegraphs, Referring to Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 


8th 





that the prolongation of Telegraph, 
tion of Khanikin telegraph rights, but 
that te 1 Mo es should he dealt with first. Iam afraid, 
thotefore, that if we now continue prolongation of ‘Telegraph Concessions with question 
of Arabistan telegraph lines some confusion will be caused in the minds of the 
Russian Government, 
"Vhis lattor question is a new one, and is one on which the Russian Government 
have not been consulted, and T would sugg y i 
ithor through me or Count Beuckendorff, of the discussions which have taken pl 
in rogaard to it with th thorities. 


arranged in 
Concessions should be tr 








the spring of this y 

























































Tho Russian Government hye not yet hed me with their to the 
ihin Tine (seo M. Isvolsky’s letter of thi replied 
jist Memorandum in, regard fo the ex« wy might 
fore he requested to Tet us have their also, and 
ed t0 raiso no dil ions. 
(42998) N 
Sir G. Barcluy to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 9.) 
(No, 125.) 
(we p, Tehran, December ‘, 1908 






init Constitution. 
stood at the Russian Legation that the Shah is now showing an attitude 
Joss opposeil to a Constitution, ; 

As the moment seems opportune for such a step, we are requesting an and 
lis Majesty for the two dragomans who will hand Petitions in favour of the Cor 
from the people of Meshed and Astarabad to the Shah. ill also inquire as to 
the result of the deliberations which, according to His Majesty's statement to them at 
ilioir audience of the 28th ultimo, were then in progress. 























(42993) 0. 336. 
Sir Edward Grey (o Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 3115.) 
(Welexraphie,) 
SHAM and Constitution, , 4 
‘Action taken by you in requesting an intervie 
telegram No, 425 of the Uth iustant) is approved. 








Foreign Office, December 9, 190 





for the two dragomans (see your 
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(43680) No. 337. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 9, 1908, 

COUNT BENCKENDOREF told me to-day that the Turkish Government had 
given very satisfactory assurances to M. Isvolsky as to non-interference in Azerbaijan, 
but M, Isvolsky thought, in view of the situation, that the matter should continue ta 
receive attention at Constantinople, He hoped I would instruct Sir Gerard Lowther in 

sense. 

T told Count Benckendorff that I had already instructed Sir Gerard Lowther to 
represent to the Grand Vizier that there had hitherto been no foreign intervention in 
the north of Persia, and that, in order to avoid intervention in the future, it was most 
essential that there should be no interference from the Turkish side, 

Sir Gerard Lowther had already spoken in this sense, and I hoped it would be 
conveyed through the Grand Vizier to the Committee. 

















Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 





GREY. 





(43153) No. 338. 


topy 97 & Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey 
No, 426.) 
Oetoeraphi yee! 
‘th and Constitution, 

‘The Official Gazette of yesterday states that His Majesty has d 
@ great Council composed of fifty members. 'Theso will include priests and merchants 
and men skilled in State affairs, and others who will be elected by the people, All 
branches of allairs of State will be supervised by the Couneil, who will discuss reforms 
to be introduced into the finances and other Departments of the State, 





(Received December 10.) 


Tehran, December 10, 1908, 











ided to establish 

















(43036) No. 3 


Sir Baward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 





(No. 650) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. 
PHRSTAN telegraphs. 
In reply to your telegram No, 200 of the 9th December, 
_.. Ewill communicate iny views as soon as TL haye learnt those of the Indin Office, 
with whom Tam now in consultation on the subject. 


Foreign Office, December 10, 1908, 








(43224) No. 340, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 
(No. 427.) _ 
(Telegraphic) P. ‘ Telran, December 11 
WOULD it be possible to find out from Mr. Preece whether the 
return to Pers 
It is reported that the Shah has recalled him. 














(43245) No. 341. 


Sir G. Harclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recrived December 11.) 
(No. 428.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Decenber 11, 1908, 
athe AEN, of Imperial Bank of Persia on customs receipts, My despatch No, 2 
12 Sth ultimo 


‘The chairman of the bank will doubtless communicate with the Foreign Office 
before the shareholders’ mecting on the 14th instant, and I therefore telegraph hefore 
fu aD 








of 
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receiving the reply of the Persian Government, which Tam expecting daily, but which 
will, Tam almost sure, be unfavourable, 

‘Whough 1 shall’ continue to 
anything, 

Phe following. 
seizure of thie Bush 











ist strongly, I am not hopeful of obtaining 





se seems the best, unless we are prepared to threaten the 


» custom: 









ig to add the interest for the current 
ts of the 
forward 


‘The Tmporial Bank might possibly be wi tl 
Hulf-your to the debt of the Persian Government, on eoudition that the ree 
Rusliire customs are assigned from the end of March for i 
accruing. T might in that case be able to extract a pre 
for the Bushire receipts of the same kind as that wh 






















Dut even should the bank be willing to make the above co 





be able to got anything more bindin, 











[43272] No. 312. 


Sir G. Bareluy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 


Tehran, December 11, 1908. 





is no need for act 
A tolegram has been 


jon on my telegram No, 127 of to-day. 
eceived from His Imperial Highness to say that he is 











(48285) No. 


India Office to Woreign Office. (Received December 12.) 














Sir, India Office, December 11, 1908, 
IN reply to you dated the 2nd instant, respecting the claims of the Persian 
Government to. sovi the Island of Bahrein, 1am directed to inform y 








that Viscount Morley coneurs in the proposal of the Seerctiry of State for 
Affairs to avcopt the amended note submitted by the P 
the omission suggested, 
iw Tahreini claim, which Sir G. Barclay 
presumably afford an opportunity for bringing further pr 
Porsiany Government in the event of their action being unsati 














Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





(48417) No. Bike 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ree-ive! Decenber 12.) 


iQ 
‘MU Shah and Co 
A copy of the Res 
Minister for 
adilition to those eho 


Re, 





Jnran, Decenber 12, 1908, 
itution. My telegram Hof the 1th instant. 

tions for the new has been given to me by the 
.. There is no mention of the election of any members in 
a by the Sh some good points in the 
ations, ant), given a well-int h and a nucleus of members enlightened, 

of the powers conferred upon them, 

the new measure would probably offer the of good government that Persia 
oul ha , however, the Council, representing as it does the result of the 
clforts of the two Lexations during three months, will probably be useless, and it is 
hardly to be expected that the situation in the northern provinces will be favourably 

fected by its creation. 






















{43418} 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 12.) 





(0.43) 









12 Tehran, December 12, 1908. 
THE Shah and Constitution. My telegram No. 425 of the Sth instant, 
We have heen informed by the Minister for Foroign Affairs that, owing to an 
indisposition, His Majesty will not be able to receive the two dragomans, Ala-es- 
requests that the communication which we wished to make to the Shab may 
hrough his Highness. We have declined this proposal, and have asked that 
dragomans may be received by the Shah when His Majesty is well again, but it 
require some pressure to induce him to grant an audience, 























(43420) No, 346. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 12.) 






phic.) P. Tehran, December 12, 1908, 
AM roplying to 27, Commercial, by b 

Since the dismissa from the Governorship of Fars the insecurity 
of the sou ‘his is due to the weakness of the present. 
Governor 

‘The d ellers and the grave prejudice to trade consequent upon this 
state of the subject of repeated representations to the Porsian (lovern- 
ment, and Lam now urging that the Governor-Generalship of Fars may he given to 
Firman Firma. 










of Zi 5 
iern roads has bee 
eneral. 

















(43446) 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 12.) 


P. Tehran, December 12, 1908, 
‘TON at Meshod. 

. 1 Consul-General reports that, the rising of Nationalists at 
ed has come to an end, the Governor granting the leaders some unimportant 
sions, 














Evlward Grey.—(Received December 12.) 





Tehran, December 12, 1908, 





aphic.) 
CIAL Mission to St. Petersburgh. 

Tt would have a wholesome effect on the Shah and prove to him that he is los 
sympathy of Russia if the Emperor did not grant an audience to the Persian Speci 
Envoy, who must now be reaching St. Petersburgh. 








il 








(40441) No. 319, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





(No. 318.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 12, 1908, 
Aeeeeee refer to your telegram No. 387 respecting Consular guard and Oil 
cate. 

Is it proposed that when Lorimer proceeds on leave he should be relieved by 
Ranking? And if this is the ease, how long is the former's leave to last? It 1 
necessary to decide immediately about the retention of the guard at Ahwaz, and 
Lieutenant Wilson's letter should therefore be telegraphed in substance, ‘ 
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(43285) No. 350. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Nos $40.) Eee ee 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 12, 1908. 
QUESTION of Bahrein. 
You are authorized to accept the amended version of the note from the Minister 
for Foreign Mflairs (sce your telegram No. 407 of the 30th ultinio) on condition that the 
objectionable passage be omitted. 
Tf the aetion of the Persian Go nt is unsatisfactory, and further pressure on 
them becomes necessary, the Bahreini claim which you intend to present might be used 
as a love 


























[43471] 





Louther to Sir Edward Grew (Received December 14.) 
(Ni 





7 Constantinople, December 5, 1908. 
WUIL reference to your despatch: No. 381 of tho 15th September, { have the 
honour to forward horowith w deapateh from His Majesty's Consul-Goneral at Bogslad, 
roportingg on German commercial enterprise in Western Persia, 
T have, & 
(Signed) GERARD LOWTHER. 

















Inclosure in No, 351. 





Lirutenant-Colonel Ramsay to Sir G. Lowther. 
Baydud, October 31, 1908, 
(with your Bxcelle 
forts made by Germ 
rs, Bork Puttmaun, 









I HAVE the honour to return the despatch ree 
Confidential dospatch of the 25th September, rear 
increase hier trade witit Western Persia through the agency of Me 


of Baga, 
Tilo not think that M. Ce 
s opinions and my own 








ements need be seriously considered. I give 





Delow M, Cosi 





Bey 
Ho is the only one at Bagdad. 


Puttmann is the most netive trader in the fielé. 


The Mambury-American Line and the Deutsche Orient Bank, whom Berk 
Puttnunn represent, enables him to dispose of considerable eapitat, 
Tam told that Bork Puttnan’s business, far from ings of late, hh 
s the business of every one trading with Persia i certain am 
‘on behalf of the bank, but {have excollent reason for supposing that he 
oy inva high degree the contidence of the Deutsclie Orient Bank, 





















ork Pullnarn has profited enormously in his transactions in sugar. 





fle below the market rate, but I hear that the 


into the matte 


Ile used to sell su 
Vompanie 


at at 
making inqui 











‘The shipments of Bork Putimann and Co. hare been so large as to cover the 
expenses of the Hambirg-Amerivcan steamers. 





At is notorious that the Hamburg-American steamers haye lost heavily on their 
Porsian Gulf business. 





Berk Pittnann Nas agents near Kermanshah buying la 


Je quantities of wool, 
which he wells well. 








an has shipped large quantities of wool, but Iam informed that most 
nd uot Persian, wool. It is said to have been bought on commission, 
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and to have been highly unsatisfactory. It is persistently rumoured in Bagdad, with 
what truth I cannot say, that on account of his wool transactions he has been obliged 
to compound with his creditors in Europe. 


Berk: Puttmann proposes to open a branch in Kermanshah, 


Tolieve that he had the idea of doing so, but in the 
in that part of the country he is not likely to do so. British merchants in Bagdad 
have also considered the matter, but have come to no definite decision. 

2. Berk Pattman do a fairly good In for a private firm, but nothing more. 
Tdoubt if they make any large profits, for it is a fact that their credit is far from good, 
and it has deteriorated recently 

see no signs of Government support to Messrs, Berk Puttmann, but I should not 
be surprised to hear that there was powerful support behind M, Wouekhaus, « German 
subject trading at Bussorah and places in the Persian Gulf. 

T have entered into this matter at some length, as M. Cesari may give further 
information, and it is as well that His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran should know how 
much confidence to place in his statements, 

3, In this connection I invite a reference to paragraph 5 of my Confidential 
Memorandum No. 5, dated the 22nd July, 1007. 

Thaye, &e. 





resent condition of affairs 
























(Signed) "J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political 
Resident in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic 
: Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad, 








(43487) 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 14.) 
(0-800), 





ice December 9, 1908, 









as exempli 
Herzegovi 
























xpolivion wil if iv takes place, be 
ike unnecessary, ho was of opinion that concurrently 
with tho entraneo of Russian troops into Persia a similar Turkish force should be 
dispatched to Tabroos to co-operate with the Rus: temporarily. maintaining 
order and protecting Ottoman interests, He added old not well object, 
° fuct of two Powers being associate in the intervention 
He had, he said, already explained 
this point of view to ¢ ithe latter, once he was conyineed 
that Turkey had no designs on Persian territory, seemed to welcome the idea as of a 
nature to indirectly support Persian efforts to secure a constitutional régime, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) 















would insure 















GERARD LOWTHER, 









(42806) No. 353. 


Memorandum communicated to Count Be ickentorff, Decenber 14, 1908. 












SIR. GREY prosents his compliments to tho Russian Ambassadon, and, with 
reference to the communication imade to his Excellency on the 30th ultimo respecting 
the alleged presence of foreign ofl uubreez, has the honour to state that a further 
telegram, dated the 7th instant, has been received from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran 
on the subject. 

Sir G. Barclay states that Hi 
























‘ B ty's Consul-General has inquired of all sources 
available, with the result that he can find no confirmation of the statement that German 
officers and others are assisting Sattar Khan. 


[use BE 
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Stewer seems to be identical with a German newspaper correspondent 
tabler, who is reported to have arrived in Tabreez about mid-Uctober. 
This individual nay possibly be a retired officer, He is about 50, and has been in 
Persia hofor 

‘The only stray European now at 
Dutchman, “He is engaged 














bre r man, who professes to be a 
taking cinematograph pictures, and His Majesty's 




















Young ‘Dirk was in 
volntion. His Maj 
ish officers hi 





character of 
ationalist that 


to ascertai 
th a leading 


breez some time ago, but onl 
ty’s Consul-General learns thro: 
heen there, 








Foreign Office, December 14, 1908, 








148660) 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 14.) 


°.) Py 
jal and Constitution, My telegram 3 
‘Phe composition of the Council’ makes it 
ned to hioodyvink 
A wsliolosome impres 
reception which the Sp. 


Tehran, December 14, 1908. 
. 430 of the 12th instant, 
ar that the Regulations are merely 














avourable 
0 receive, and then will 
Majesty which the two 
in view of the 

fer for Foreign 
nd pointing out 
lf cannot be 
our convietion that the 
the convocation of an 





on will doubtless be produced on the Shah by the 
jal Envoy to St, Petersburgh is like 

be the moinent for making the strongest representations to Hh 
Govermnonts ean soo their way ton 

Shah's refusal to receive our dragomans, presenti 
Affairs « joint Memorandum reminding His Maj 
that the formation of « Council composed of 
vieveu! as an accomplishment of his unde 
only hope of terminating present deplo 
lective Assembly and an amnesty for Tube 



















promises, 
1s appointed by hin 
We repea 















(43245) No, 35. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
No, 1.) 
ti lographic.) DP. Foreign Office, December 14, 1908. 
BUSHIRE customs and Imperial Bank of Persia, 
Following refors to Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 428 of the 11th instant -— 


‘The interest on the loans due to the bank from the Persian Government has as. 
you are doubtloss aware, not been paid, aud this failure to pay is owing in part to the 
tnunsfer to the Russian Government from the Bank of Persia of the lien on the receipts 
of the Kermanshah customslouse. 

His Majesty's Minister at Tehran has been making endeavours to secure, on behalf 
of the hank, an arrangement at Bushire which would be on the same lines as that which 
existed at Kormansh: finds sufficient to meet the interest on 
the Toans should be rot month. 

You should infor for Foreign Affairs of the facts of the 

nak re ntutive at ‘Tehran should be instructed 

isfactory solution, It is. all 

i ing about such a 
3 


















































that the Russian Re 
yy in bringing the q 
to eomne toa 














[43447] No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No 658, 
(Delegraphic.) 





Foreign Office, December 14, 1908, 
ustances at Tehran seem to indicate that Russian pressure is no 
longer being applied so strongly. Sir G. Barclay emphasizes the Importance of 
brining the Shah to see that he cannot count on the sympathy of Russia so long as 



























199 


he refuses to listen to counsels of reason, and on the de of Russia 
tangible proof of this. However, I leave the matter of the suggestion 
the Persian Envoy to your discretion, as it is a somewhat delicate one, 





ing some 
ith regard to 

















“43272) No. 357. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Foreign Office, December 14, 1908. 


(No. 656.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
ZIL-ES-SUUPAN, 








vernment had no previons knowledge of the 
tention to recall the Zil announced in Sir G, Varclay’s telegrams Nos. 127 
of the 11th instant. 











(43420) No. 358, 


Sir Edivard Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 





(No. 35: 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 14, 1908, 
'URITY of trade routes. Seo your telegram No, 432 of the 12th instant. 
You should in future confine yourself to general’ representations, in view of the 


fact that it is not possible to place reliance on Mirman Firma, 

















(43855) No, 359. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 15.) 
(No. 298.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, December 15, 1908, 

PERSIA’: Your telegrams Nos, 655 and 659, 

At an interview which I had with M. Isvolsky to-day I spoke to his Excellency 
about the Shah's ev his promises and indifference to our advice. I suid that 
it should be impressed seriously on the Shah that we could not allow this attitude of 
his to continue. M, Isvolsky, who had received no news of the Shah's refusal to 
receive the d measures I had to propose, He was averse to any 
action which would look like direct intervention in favour of either party. I pointed 
out that the Shah had undertaken to promulgate an Hlectoral Law and call together im 
Assombly, and that we had strongly urged that an amnesty should be granted to. tho 
people of Tabreez. It would be sufficient if we took our stand on these facts. Wo 
should continue persistently to press the Shah to fulfil these engagements, 

The Persian Special Envoy has just arrived, and Tasked M. Tsvolsky what sort of 
reception was to be accorded to hin. He replied that he had not yet ascortained in 
what capacity exactly the Envoy had. come, or whether he was furnished with any 
credentials. He believed that he was the bearer of a letter to the Emperor from. the 

ms could be found for transmitting this letter to its destination, He 
k to the Persian Minister on the subject of the Special Envoy when the 
d presented his credentials to the Emperor, a ceremony which had not yet 
beon performed. I said that I hoped that in any case a cold reception. would “be 
given to the Envoy, and M. Isvolsky replied that his reception would certainly not be 
cordial, but that he must first find Out something more about him. 

M Isvolsky continued that he would discuss the general question with M, 
de Hartwig, whom he would send to see me, I replied that I should like to have a 
talk with M. de Hartwis, and that 1 hoped he would send him to me. 

Ina day or two I shall speak to M. Isvolsky again on this question, 
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[43858] No. 360. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Necember 15.) 
(No. 301.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
ZLL-PS-SULIPAN : Your telegram No. 
Tsay M, Isvolsky to-day and spoke to him in the sense desired, but I could not 
uch or give any reasons for the recall of the Zil-es-Sultan, for I have not received 
Sir (i, Barclay’s telegrams Nos, 427 and 429, M, Tavolsky promised to look into the 
matter, but meanwhile I should be glad if the above-mentioned telegrams from 
Sir G. Barelay could be repeated to me. 





St. Petersburgh, December 15, 1908. 
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(43660) No. 364. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 










(No. 659.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
SHAT and Constitutioy 
See my telegram No. 655 of the 14th instant. 
Tn the event of your making a communication to the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 435 of the 14th instant is worthy of notice, I 
specially draw your attention to the second paragraph, which speaks of the 
reception to be given to the Shah's Envoy. 






Foreign Office, December 15, 1908. 





















(43832) No. 361. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 15.) 
(No, 4! 


(Pelegraphic.) 
TP has aly 















‘chran, December 15, 1908. 
n leave Ranking will 

charge, but so far as T know the Government of Ind not as yet pronounced 
in this senso, though they are anxious to meet our wishes, I. believe. 
as applied for two years’ leave from the 15th January, 1909. He is at present 
on tour, and I cannot therefore communicate with him, : 

‘The following is a substance of Lieutenant Wilson's letter referred to in your 
telegram No. 348 of the 12th instant :— 


“Wilson, while admitting that trouble ly, and that the natives at. the 
present scono of operations axe etter disposed, agrees with Captain Lorimer that i 
not possible to connt on the prese f the Kha same in the 
future, and he is of opinion that the s ies would be encountered as before if 
Dorin is commenced at any 











Lorimer 


































jant Wilson's letter the Shab, 
bout trouble, as was the ca 


Sine the date 
Tikhani, and this may 


ee a i ee 
(43835) No, 302. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 15.) 


threatened to depose the 
ast year, 








P. Tehran, December 15, 1908. 
of Imperial Bank of Persia on Bushiro customs. 
logram. of the 14th instant, in which you repeat to me your 
nlson. 





tologram No. 
M. Subline 








(43849) 





Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 15.) 

(No. 138,) 
(Rolographic) P. 

APPOINTMENT of Firman Firma to Go 
of yesterday, 
‘jrman Firma’s record in 1906 was, it is true, not good, but he has improved. 
lis appointment appears to me to offer the best chance of relative order heing restored 
in the provitice, and there is no stonger man now available for the appointment, 

Firman Firma would be acceptable locally, ‘The present condition of the trade 
rontes is lost impossible owing to robberies, and the Governor is a failure, 

1 had pressed: Firman Firma to accept the appointment, which I understood had 
doen offered to him, before receiving your telegram, Lalso assured him of full support 
if he governed well, 


‘Tehran, December 15, 1908. 
rnorship of Fars. Your telegram 








No, 
































(43448) No. 365. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 










(No. 663.) 
(Telegraphic) Py Foreign Office, December 15, 1908. 
JAMSHEDIS. 





‘The communication proposed by you may now be mado (seo your telogram 
No, 296 of the 12th instant), but the words at the end of tho second paragraph, “#0 
that if the refugees desired to return to Russia there was nothing to provent thom 
from doing so,” should be omitted, ‘Tho reason for this is that tho question might. be 
Taised whether the-local Afghan authorities would permit, rofugeos to leavo placos in 
which they have been settled (see Sir G. Barclay’s despatch No. 205, Moshed Diary 
inclosure). 




























(42046) No. 366, 


ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 












Foreign Office, December 15, 1908. 






OXIDE Concessions. 
Yet been received to my telegram No, 389 of the 8rd instant 
soon as possible, 

‘ed from Lllingor dated the 3rd instant, the Moin-ut- 
man for inspection of His Majesty's Legation, 









According to a letter ro 
r has already submitted h 
























(43966) No. 3 






Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 16.) 





(No, 303 
(elegraphic,) P. 
REDURN of Zil-es-Sultan to Persia, 
M. Isvolsky is quite ready to give to the Zil the warning suggested by you, but I 
asked him not to take any action until I had heard further from you on tie subject. 
As itis sald that the Zil has alrvady started, Tam not sure whothér a warning would 
not be too late, 


M, Isvolsky’s mind is quite clear as to our having had no previous knowledge of 
tie Slial’s action in recalling the Zit, . - ode 





St. Petersburgh, December 16, 1908, 












































No. 308. 









Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived December 16.) 








Melegraphi x 

SHAIS special Envoy to St, Petersburgh. 

At my interview with ML Isvolsky to-day I told him that, as the Bnyoy apparently 

Was not furnished with proper credentials, the Russian Governinent had depre- 

cated his visit, an exeellent lesson woul be given to the Shah if the Emperor refused 
u 


a} oP 


Si, Petersburgh, December 16, 1908, 
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plied that to-morrow was the day fixed for the 
Sears) tently aa he had (ald Hienfhae he 

He had not yet seen the 
He must first think 


eo seeetvas Enroyes 
presentation by the Persi 
Frould speak to him about the Bnvoy after the ceremony : 
Envoy, and was not quite clear as to how he should treat hi 
the matter over. 














369. 
ign Office (Received December V7.) 


[44060] 


Messrs. Dizon and Co, to Fo 





Whitworth House, Princess Street, Manchester, 








which operates 
prac i 
(ule Wb tan to the very frequent and 
robhvvies that havo been takings place now for very. many: months, 

Companies in Ragland are in 1g to insure goods 









at all, or 















clse insuring them at a rate that plies 0 Dri firms but even 
when the goods have reached the ze native dealers a 








unable to distribute them in the outlying. districts for fear of robber; 
De es ae SaEt RMSE Cattery areanclioan cE the Tat Khana 
along tho trade routes, who take heavy tolls from the apnteeoy POT 
rates of mule hire aro nsing to an exorbitant figure and the muleters themselves are 
Aeserting the roads, so that not only in transport excessively expensivo, but it ie 
hecomina daily moro gearco nnd dificult to ebtain, Unter these circumstances we feel 
that it is not ont of place aa eas aemiiinta pa fos with 
aliens, accom pan ange earavitn of goods. ‘Tho prescnee of Inlian soldiers, 
CBSbinaT teats (Oe sonseyne ieee saa ngof goods, would not have in the 
slightest degreo a political charneter, as they would be t 0 safeguard 
property or Persian property with the author 

Wo earnestly beg to. urge pon you t 
kind, and be to tender our thanks for the 







































cessity of some action of this 
ve had in the past and for 














» help and protection you will bo ablo to extend at the present time. 
tho lielp and protection you will be a a es : 
(Signed) I. ©, DIXON axp Co. 

[44069] No, 870. 


Sir G, Rarelay to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received December 17.) 

(No, 439.) 
(Dolegraphie) P, 
HORMUZ red c 
‘Pho following is a sumn 
tolegram 
Her 


Tehran, December 17, 19. 





injar’s Concession asked for in your 






wssession of Moin-ut-Pujar, who shall pay 
ii i 16,000 tomans, the islands 
s Well as Minab and Khamer on 












of Hormuz, Larek, Bostaueh, He 
the mainland. 7 antec 
Ho Mioaboveenentionad alone Moin-ut-Tujar, 


and nothing me it 
acts ws shall be regarded as specially him. ‘The 
ieee vaca meanonine Weeation wentioned places 
shall be the property of 3 well as all profits accruing from mines of 
red oxide, sulphur, aud salt, ‘The collection of taxes and their administration are 


intrusted to Moin, and no official shall interfere there.” 


‘Phe diserepaney between the sam mentioned in Mr. ie ing’s telegram No. 308 
of last nid that in Moin’s Firman is being igated. : 
ajar has shown me what purport to be copies of several Firmans, to the 
Is of which he has not at present access. ‘These purport to give him mining 
rights for red oxide in all the islands of the Persian Gulf, 
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(44098) No. 371. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 
No, 440.) 
(Telecraphic) P. Tehran, December 17, 1908, 
‘THE Shah and Constitution. 





AA meeting took place this morning between M, Sabline and myself and Sand-ed- 
Dowleh, who liad sent word to the Russian Legation yesterday that he would like an 
interview with the two Representatives, as he had! a mn fo deliver to them from 
the Shah. 

The Shah’s message was to inquire whether the two Governments would be 
Prepared to make an advance of 400,000! if a Constitution were granted. Sniul-od. 
Dovwlch explained that he had been pressed by His Majesty to. accept olfice if he 
thonglit that he could he country, but that he had refused to do this except 
under'a constitutional régime, making it clear to His Majesty that the only hope of 
improvement in the present stato of affairs lay in the establishment of a Constitution, 
The Shah, it appeared, was now favourably disposed, and had commanded him to 
sound the two Representatives as to the possibility of an advance, 

Treplicd, on behalf of the two Representatives, that he should inform the Shah 
that there was no hope whatever that the two Gov would make the advance 

saested except under a constitutional régime, and that this did not anoan that. it 
would be sufficient if the Shah mercly i Decree promis 
his people. It would be essen the Constitution should be. put 
the to Governments would require. guarantees. that the money advanced. was pat t0 
Proper uses. Though T could not tell him the exact nature of such guarantors, the 
raments would need the assu of M. Bizot that they were adequate, 
As T gathered that His Majes afraid that such guarantees might involve the 
occupation of territory Treassured Saad-ed-Dowleh on this point, but at 
the same time T made it quite clear that we should naturally require, guariitoes as 
regards interest on the sum advanced. T added that things wore going from bad. to 
the country, and urged that His Majesty should lose no tine in 9 i 
to the people his good intentions if he wero now in earnest. ‘Though the two 
ments could not prescribe any particular form of Constitution. aa. x4 
country, -Dowlch that if he needed our suppor 
me he could rely on the two Governments, 
‘\Dowleh appeared very hopeful when he loft the Legation, and it is clear 








































































































(44099) No. 372, 


Sir G. Harcluy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December V7.) 






Ps 
SAAD-ED-DOWLEM. 
Ik is true that during 
Dowleh was bad, but the 
nyhow, of opin 
the best 

be Finnan Firma’s most 
Ttis to be. hoped 
Persia, should the Con 


Telran, December V7, 1908, 
10. 440 of to-day's date, 

e constitutional régime the repntation of Saad-od= 
ation of his s was largely the cause of this, 

n that he or Prine Firman Firma would be, inthe present 


9 Meal with the Shab, and Governor of a province would 
rile. 


iat, liter on good! men, such as 
ion get into working order. 





telegram. 


eI 


























sr 


I-Mulk, will return to 








(44068) No. 


Sir Eduard Grey to Sir G. Uarctoy, 





(No. 356.) 
(Telegraphic) P, 
SEIZUIRE of Imperial Bank’s remittance. 
His Majesty's Go nut have been informed by the Imperi 
),000 krans have heen seized by Ain-ed-Dowleh trom the 
F i by post to Tabreez, You should protest ener 
immediate restitution of the amount by the Persian Govern 


Forcign Office, December 17, 1908. 











Bank of Persia 
h which they were 
rgetically and demand 
ent. 
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(43832) No. 374. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 17, 1908. 


no, T am directed by Secretary 
of State for India, a 





“WITH reference to my letters of the 27th ult 
Isms eRvmoletenl Go you, to be laid before the Secretary i 
further telograin from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran respecting the retention of the 
Tn sniard in tho neighbourhood of Ahwaz and the question of the employment of 
Tieutenant Ranking at [is Majesty's Vice-Consulate when Captain Lorimer proceeds 
Siar avila enya toslossat ag Woon wdfowl OAR) Ary roparting 
the further ret n of the shard. 

Tam tousk that Sir E. 
respecting the employment of 
hiya, during the absenes 

























be furnished with Lord Morley’s observations 
ant Ranking as His Majesty's Vice-Consul at 
aptain Lorimer. “On the reeapt of your letter the 
‘ards Commissioners of the will be approached on the subject of sharing 
THs nT Sua ape eal i pone aon Ge UAT ac ant Ene Gu OF he 


guard from the 17th June till the 17th December, 1908. 

















Tam, 8. ; 
(Signed) "LOUIS WALLED. 








(48832) No. 
Foreign Office t 





WK. D'Arcy. 


Foreign Office, December 17, 1908, 
yy letter of the Ist instant, 1 y 
on that aegran ns now been recive rom lt Maley 
Minister ng the subsianee of Lieutenant Wilson's views as to the 
chia geuls guard for the protection of the operations of your Syndicate in the 
neighbourhood of Ahwaz 
‘This officer, while allowing that the natives at tlie present seene of ope 
aro nov better disposed and trouble is accordingly unlikely, axroes with Captain 
Lorimer, His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Alvvaz, that the continuance of the Khans in 
their present attitude is uncertain, and ho considers that if boring were begun at any 
now plico, or if tho laying of pipe lines were undertaken, the same difficulties would 
be encountered as before 






im directed by 




































In these circumstances Sir [. Grey would be glad to learn, with reference to the 
final paragraph of my letter of the Ist December, your views as to the retention of the 
guard at as carly a dato as possible, Taree 

(Signed) ’ LOUIS MALLET 





(43966) No. 376, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No. 670.) ; - ears 
losraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 18, 1 90: 
ZM-ES-SULTAN. 4s Ae 
Sie my telegram No, 300 of to-day to Sir F, Bertio and your telegram No, 303 of 
the 1th iistant, . os 
With afore to the proposed jotut communication to tho Zil, you should lay the 
suggestion before M. Isvolsky, and ask him to forward instructious in this sense to the 
Russian Ambassador in Pat 















2g 





the other Firmans wi 
the isla 








reached M. Isvols! 






(44320) 
(No. 443.) 

(Telegraphic.) 
No. 356 of thi 


protest to the Persian G 
immediat 


the 24th instant, 





205, 
[43966] No. 377. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 300.) 

(Telegraphic) PB, Foreign Office, December 18, 1908. 
RETURN of the Zil to Pers 
Following refers to Si 

Barclay’s telegrams Nos, 42 

the Lith instant to Sir A. Nicolson, 

When your Russian colleague has received similar instructions you should j 
with him in making a communication in the sense of my telegram No. 656 to Sir A. 
Nicolson to the Zil-es-Sultan, who, His Majesty's Government understand, will bo at 
the Grand Hotel at Paris on the 20th instant. In tho event of his Highness demanding 
am explanation, you should reply that His Majesty's Government thought it desirable 
to warn hin that in the case of internal disturbances in Persia consequent upon his 
return there, the attitude of His Majesty’s Government would have to be perfectly 
neutral, and they would not be able to intervene in favour of himself nor of his family 

‘The feelings of His Majesty's Government towards the Zil himself are 












colson’s telegram No, 303 of the 16th instant, Sir G. 
and 420 of the 1th instant, and my telegram No, 656 of 





























iseonrage any idea which he may entertain of visiting London, 








(44069) No, 378. 
Sir Eduard Grey to Sir (, Barclay, 
(No. 357.) 

(Telegraphic. 
a 
Oxide Concessions 
Sccing 





P, Foreign Office, December 18, 1908, 
your telegram No, 439 of yesterday's date, 
in Persian Gulf, 

several islands in the Gulf do not form part of the Shah’s dominions, 

ich the Moin states that he possesses cannot rightly émbrace all 
isin the Per si ions on Nabiya Karur, 
‘amb, and Sirri, you should try to get the original Firmans of which the Moin 
Hown you copies submitted to you, and find ont whether they. inchido thea 

Ivis probable thav the Sheikh of Shargah would lay claim to Little ‘Tamb, 































No. 379, 





Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 19.) 





phic.) P. St. Petersburyh, December 19, 1908, 
PERSIAN situati 

Toformation similar to that contained in Sir 
from Tehira 








Barelay’s telegram No, 440 has 
idlers that the Shah's latest move 
some hope of the possibility of i ‘ome basis for the improvement of the 

His Excelloney states that he is willing that the work of encouraging furthor 
story developments should be left to the two Legations at ‘Tehran, 

















No, 380. 
Sir G. Barciay to Sir Bdward Grey. 


1 Tehran, December 1 is. 

ZURE by Ain-ed-Dowleh of bank's property near Tabrocz, Your telegram 

17th instant. 

On learning that Ain-ed-Dowleh had seized 25,000 tomans, I made an energetic 
roment, and demanded that the money taken should 





(Received December 19.) 















be refunded. 
received the promise of the Grand Vizier that the money will be re 








Th 


by 












6: 
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(44344) No, 331. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 





[By Post.] 





(No. 111). 
(elegraphic.) 
ERIN IN ee aeAW IRs tie ad been told by M. Isvolsky th 





Paris, December 19, 1908. 


















the 












Su vas said to be tend to return to Persi his 
ee a EecaRe Arita lovb eal nad eal outst seuss any 
aor approached 













4 that he 
osired to return to Pe 
polities. ; 
{informed the Russian Amb 

and of the Zil-es-Sultan having a 






































Zileos-Sultan, and told him thir His Majesty's Gi proposed 
to return to Persia, and that they tr \ nees whieh 
toon given to His Royal Thighness in regard to, his life and property, he would not 
ot the intention which was ascribed to him. pending & joint communication 
which would probably very: shortly be made to him by the Russian Ambassador 
myself, 

vethy ZitoseSultan told me th 
who desired that he should return to P 
Prime Minister aud a 1 
In view of these telegraph 




















age from the Sl 
ne eff 





halt, 
ot from the 
from His Royal Highness’ brother begging him to return. 


he had received a friendly me 
sia, and an Order to the sa 




















he could not do otherwise than obey. 
led with his own wishes, which w 
sand, as he was 
His Ki 





essages he felt thi 
iilarly as they coinc y 
of His Majesty, to abstain, from politi 
life: and look ‘after his private affairs 














getting old, to Ti 













i o could not afford in 
ervanits in Persia were costing him 100,000 a-year, and he could not i 
Pa Munn ive pormuiitly in Europes Tis sister bad) ken. possession 
of his igirdon, and though he had made repeated applications on. the subject to the 
British’ Logation, he 1 wd any reply. ‘The Shah had promised him 
satisfaction in this His Royal Highness does not propose to 
start for f ti 





‘ho Russian Ambassador will telegraph to M. Isvolsky informing him of 
instructions tone, and asking his Excellency for instructions as to a joint comm 
to the Zil-os-Sultan, 








(44343) No. 382. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edinard Grey.—(Received December 20.) 





No. 142.) 
{rloraphie) 
OXIDE Co 
One of the cop! 
red oxide in all the: por 
tines the Renan Gull 
shall (ry to see the other Firman : 
I SHIP nO eRe OF anon cine Monet weby impede the negotiations 
regard to Hormuz, Ehave hitherto refrained from pointing out to him that certain 
in tho Gull it in the gift of the Persian Gover 
» rim the negotiations for the scheme mentioned in 
simnliqncously with those relating to Horm 








Tehran, December 20, 1908. 
357 of the 1Sth instant. 
ns which [have seen speaks of * the 
ni! another of “all the red oxide 

















































from which we should be able to exclude other applicants owing to -Joasim claims, 
first to make sure, either by contract for supply of oxide or by formation of a company, 
of British control over Moin-ut/Pujar’s rights under his Birman of 1904, places 
mentioned in which are undoubtedly Persian. 

















. 299.) 





WITH reference to Mr. Grant Duff's. despatch 
last, [have the honour to report that it 
G have pledged the Caspian Sea Fisl 
rs. Toumani 





firm, Me 

and 1914, 
Although 1 

revenues in the 


farther hypothecation of reven 
protest ww 
opportunity to remind them that the interest on the 





and in d 
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No. 383. 








Frire 





he tying up of the 
south, I have de 














addressed to the Pe 





n Gi 





royalties increases our hold on the ( 
med it my duty to protest. pro forma against. this 
affected to the service of the loans of 1903 a 












Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21,) 


Tehran, November 22, 1908, 
No, 135, Secret, of the 2st May 
S come to my knowledge that the Persian 
ies Royalties toan Armeni 
for a further period of three years—L912, 1913, 





banking 





istoms 





11904; 


nment, T have taken the 
e loans is overdue 





® April last. 


Thave, &e, 


(Signed) 


i, BARCLAY, 





(44422) 


No. 300.) 
i, 








addressed to the 
in the province o 

Many: of th 
repeated repre 


Produced little or no effect on the Zil-es-Sultan who, moro es} 


of his Govern 
investigate th 








representation, 


Your Highne: 











to state that it 


oficials to arrive at 


“ L HAVE the Honour to transmit to. you herev 


lying districts yy 
Tshall report what steps are taken Dy 


WITH referen 


No, 384. 


G. Barclay to Sir Edveard Gr 











Persi 


f 





ian Government on the subj 
ns, 

© cases 
entations which Mr, Marling addressod to. the 




















posit 
which British interests wi 
nor-General, has, since 
1» but it isd ful whether 
ent of many of the ¢ 


jority 
















practically ignored, 


Tehran, November 
4 copy of a note which T have 
ct of the outstanding British claims 


@ been outstanding for a considerable. time, 





Iho strong enough 
ns which have arisen from robberies, & 


ry—(Received December 21.) 





1908, 


and the 
riment 





ally towards the end 
threatened, made no atigmpt even to 
w involved, 





Az, Sho} 





the Persian Government to give effect tomy 





Tnclosure in No. 384, 


Sir G. isurclay to Ala-es-Sultanch, 






tothe note which your High 
ns to th effect cy 
id been handed to the 





is most de 


Many of these ave been outstanding for a long period, and in 


account of robberies on the hi 


ment is directly 
an early date 





these just clainus. 





h roads, for the security of which th 
responsible, and unless it is found 
the numerous case: 








Tavail, 
(Signed) 





fat eal Possible to giv 
a ls in which the interosts of British subjects 
involved, it will be my duty to report the eirounstan Herren 


anya ices to my (love 
inquire what furiher steps 1 should take in onder to oblain npriey 














most 





ses 11M on. 
n Governe 
iction ab 








niment and to 


biain a prompt settlement of 





G. BARCLAY, 
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(44423) No. 385. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 21.) 


eee Teliran, November 25, 1908. 
"| HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference tomy despatch No. 277 
of the Sth October, a copy of an extract from a private letter from Captain Lorimer 
replying to an inquiry as to the truth of the allegations of discourteous conduct 
Drought against, him by Herr Mygind, a correspondent of the “Berliner Tageblatt,’ 
as reported in Sir I. ch No, 183, Commercial, of the 20th August last. 
T venture to think that Captain Lorimer’s inclosed statement hears out ina marked 
mantier the opinion of the nature of Herr Mygind’s contributions to is newspaper 
hich Thad the ionour to express in the final paragraph of my despatch No. 281 of 


the 19th October. Fite 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 























No. 





Inclosur 





Captain Lorimer to Mr. Loraine, 





ABOUT Mygind’s allegations I am absolutely at a loss 
“Shushan’ on the 6th May, and up to that date Tyvasnot aware that Mygind hind yet left 
Isfahan. If ho was in Nasivi on that date he must have concealed his identity as I 
fam sie that no European knew of T certainly never saw him, much 
Joss spoke to him, and from first to last hav ion direct or 
indiroot with hin : 

On Teaving Nasiri [went up to Shustor and Diztuls the latter p nth 
25th May, and L travelled up to, Isfahan v nd, Bazuft,and Karkunun, ‘This 
route is entirely separated from Lynch's road, and. it was only on my arrival at Isfahan 
onthe 80th sino that E heard that Mygind had been at that place and had left it 
for Ahwaz by the Lynch Road, 1 think inquiry will prove Mygind and 1 were never 
within many miles of each other. But if he was actually in Nasiri on or before the 
salled on me, and if he did not call on me 
nnd what witnesses lie ean bring to prove his 
iting his good faith, I can only suggest that 
jon as to iny identity 
Jeon reported in my di 
























e 1 left on the 





























how 
statements. Tf thero is any reason for 4 








Tio has been labouring under a misapprebe 
AIL that Thad to do. with the burs 
correctly stated in the Minister's despatch, Wes 

lis statemont regarding the attitude of the resident English towards German 
competition does not bear on it any sigusof truth, unless he has misundorstood remarks 
whieh might have been made to him in chaff, It is much more likely that he was 
cold-slioulitered 








ies and is 











ave, &e. 


D. L, LORIM 








(44424) No. 386. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
No. 302) 
Sir, Tehran, Now 
reported in my telegram No, 391 of the 22nd instant, a fm 
was held at Bagh-i-Shab on the 19th instant against the convocation of an Assembly 
What exactly happened is not quite clear, but it appears to be cert a petit 
from the clergy, prepared under the auspices of Sheikh Pazullah, tie Imam su 
the ¢ ii Vizier, Prince Naib-es-Suitaneh, the Shal’s uncle and father-in-law, a 
Amir Behadwe Jang, was presented to the Shah, representing that an Assembly 
contrary to Islan, and that His Majesty, with a show of reluctance, gave a Reserip 
in tho sense desired, ‘The Rescript was sent to the Government printe the 2ist 
and on that day the nd V told Abbas Kuli Khan, in answer to an 
was to be promulgated as soon as printesl. 
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After consulting with my Russian colleague, we agreed to present to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs a Memorandum signed by us both, urzing the Shah to reconsider 
his decision. Owing to a misunderstanding, the Persian text prepared for our 
signature was in the form of a note. ‘Though this gave the representation « some- 
what more formal character than I had intended, considerable delay would have been 
entailed by changing the form, and we therefore decided to present it as it stood. As 
it was, it was too late to prevent the appearance of the Shah's Reseript, which was 
in the evening in the hands of the public, and lad been sent to the clergy in the 
to make it public. Tafterwardsascertained that Alives-Sultaneh 
Tt appears 
: slit orders were sent to the printer 
to distribute no more copies, and efforts were made to withdraw from circulation the 
copies already issued. ‘Whe following evening Alwes-Sultaneh sent_me word by 
Mr. Churchill that he was to come and see me the next morning to explain the real 
character of the Rescript. 

Ala-es-Sultanch called this morning, and said that he had come by order of the 
to give me certain supplementary information respecting the Rescript, He the 
proceeded to tell me that the Shali had been exceedingly annoyed by the tone of our 
sentation, thie wording of whieh and quite different from our 
earlier representations, which had taken the form of friendly advice, 1 told him that 
the note had been drafted by myself, and that my only object had been to, prevent the 
Shahi from publishing a decision which was in complete violation of His Majesty's 
pledges to his people and to the two Representatives, I asked him which passige 
was the one to which His Majesty had taken particular exeeption, and his Highne 
mentioned theallusion to the evil connsellors in His Majesty's entourage, I told him. 
that Thad used much stronger language during my recent audience when I had 
described the persons in question as the enemies of their country, to which he replied 
that much might be said in. private audience which should not appear in an. official 
note. I quite agreed on this point, but declined to admit that there Was anything in 
note to which, in the circumstances, objection could properly be made, Speal 
antially, his Highness th HMinmeld dialed yas thu te 
Russian Representative should have signed such a document, Hoe knew that Great 
Britain's advieo to Persia had always been prompted by an interest in the country's 
welfare, but Russi sheen prompted by unsellish motives, and 
n by the Russian Representative was not entirely consistent with 
ion of the Russian Legation, I replied that M. Sabline’s signature was 
z proof tliat the two Lexations were of one mind and spoke with one voice 
His Highness retorted that it would, 

to the contrary. 
o said that it did not mean that the Shal would not 
hutonly that he would not have a Medjliss like the last, Besides 
t, properly f it was merely an answer to. the 
it had not been published Uhrough the Grand Vizier, and 
Treplied that it was much to be 
and Lasked him whether I might 
wainst the Shah's orders that it: had been made 
Highine t to evade a dirvet answer, but: 
ight telegraph that, so fh 
nand of the Shak, who was still res 
ds of the cou 



























































































































ooted impress 





this, it was nota Re 
Ulema; it was not off 















inform m 
public, Tt scemed to me that 
finally he 
























opposed 10 a A long 

of a Medjliss, Briefly, L snay say that T 
repeated my opinion that in the convocation of an elective Assembly: lay tie only 
chance of restoring order in Azerbaijan and quiet in the rest of Persia, 1is Mixhness 
declared it to be his opinion that the trouble in Azerba 



















ernment — 
85 proved—anil that the” majority of the 
people were against it. Ife added that the Shah feared that bloodshed would ensue if 
an Assembly Were eouvoked, so strong was the feoling against it, and he showeil mie a 


(1622) Bu 
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Wnndle of telegrams from the provinces to prove thi 
s In reply to his inquiry whether 1 doubted the a 
grams, T said that I did not, but that 1 w 

not he taken as evidence of any genuine public fe 
Capital, the educated 

ered, was, L was con 





‘'s, and those who hud a stal 

wvour of an elective Assembly, by w 

sellors could be subjected to some control, ‘Whe great. bulk of 
are nothing for a Con: 

cand this was not to be obtained under the p 

ultaneh drew from 











1 admitted, probably 






















ny Governinent s 
ho might be Sure that were Persia gov 
to give her any advic 





Sultaneh to arran; 





Iiness. discoura, : 
[pointed out that iny last audience ind served no useful purpose, 


opinion that a frank conversation between the Sha and the dragomans might lead to 





gue, and we should probably have to make 
under orders from our Governments, 
that we wished for au audience for the two dragomans, Hi 

i ations we should. have to ma 
ht go too fa 


It was in the hope of 


ty as to the furthe 
4 the dragomans 1 
nd in the end he consented to take the Shal’s pleasu 




















‘Their Reveronces the Clergy, 

OUI intention has alve 
Juws of the Prophe 
contrary to the kuws of Eskom a 





Now that you lave shown that the 
‘ow have decreed 
graphed their Decrees that it is unlawful, the 
also hye entirely given up this idea, 

the lelp of the absent Imam (may his appearance be 
ary instructions have heen, and will be, g 








hastened) the neces 






thé spread of justice, and the prot 
of evils necording to t 


















iments de son peuple, a intention de 
ints du peuple. 















general_anti-Constitution 
thenticity of these 
theles that they could 
ng which, so far as the people in 
in. the country were 

ich the 






as, ne 














tution, but what th 








is pocket a Belgian paper—t 
sage scored in red pencil alluding 
ecially told by 
k why, if we thought 
as without one. I told him that 
ypt, there would be no need 











ence for the two dragomans, His 
instead a private audience for 


nd expressed the 











nce it would 
rth 





jointly with 
or represent 


Russian’ 


















in what they said, [ endeavoured to 


garding the 





tion of the Shah's Reseript, and also « copy of the joint note of 


Thave, &, 
(Signed) G@. BARCLAY. 





in No, 386, 


Shah's Rescript of November 19, 1908. 


In the nae of Almighty God, the Most High! 


to support 





1 protect Islam and the 
nstitution of a Medjliss is 
unlawfulness, and the el 








nd in futune such a Medjliss will not even 


ven for the extension 
¥ Royal will regarding 
ts of Our subjectsand the remedying 





ALI SHAT KAJAR, 








losure 2 in No, 386, 


Joint Note communicated to Ala-ex-Sullmeh. 


Teheran, le 22 Novembre, 1908. 
ne et de la Russie ont appris avec 





étonnement et rexret que Sa Majesté Impériale, suivant les mauyais eonseils de son 





nexpriment nullement les 


“vs eonvogiier une Assemblée de 
















2 


Les Représentants des deux Puissanees ne manqneront pas de télégraphier d leurs 
‘ouvernements, pour lenr faire savoir, cette décision regrettable du Schall, par laquelle 
il démontre son intention de ne px plir Tes promesses données maintes fois a son 
peuple et aux deux Représentants; et ils auront pour devoir plus tard de fairs des 
‘ions par ordre de leurs Gouvernements pour faire voir A Sa Majesté la 
ssité sous laquolic il se trouve, dans ses propres intéréts et dans coux de son pays, 
de revenir sur la décision dont il awit. 

En attendant les instructions de leurs Gouyernements, les deux Roprésentants, 
quoique désirant éviter toute ingérence dans les affaires intérieures de Iv Pers, croient 
de leur devoir répéter leur convietion que le seul moyen dapaiser le peuple, qui, 
2 cause de attitude du Schah enyers Ia Constitution, se trouve en révolte dans le 
Province d’Azerhaijan et dans un état effervescence vt dinquiétude dans la capitate, 
aussi bien que dans les autres provinces, serait de staffranchir des conseils des personnes 
intérssées A voir continuer le régime aéplorable actucl et de rétablir un régime 
constitutionnel. 




































(Signé) G. BARCLAY, 
SABLINE, 











[44425] No. 387. 
G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
(No, 303.) ; 
Sir, Tehran, November 26, 1908, 





IN connection with the departure from Persia of His Highnoss 
younger brother of the Shah, which was reported in th 
vents inclosed in my despatch No. 287 of the Ath 
that, upon referring to the Persian Foreign Office vertain claims against. His Highness 
for mouey due by him, Mr, Vice-Consul Ewart was informed that the affairs of H 
Higlnoss were now in the hands of the Russian Legation, and that all claims, &, 
should be referred to them and not to the Foreign Offic ibis 

When I mentioned this to M. de Hartwig, he told me that for 
leaving Persia Salar-ed-Dowleh had enjoy 


Salar-ed-Dowleh, a 
Just monthly suninary of 
it, T haye the Honour to state 









































i days hefore 
1 the hospitality of the Russian Lexation, 
and that he had gone to Russia accompanied by a munshi of the Legation ; tlm ho has 
been asked to protect Mis Highness’ property during his absence, but that he had only 
promised to assist “dans les limites da possible, 

The e which is being given to Ilis Highness by the Russian Logation, 
thongli of a not very definite character, is interesting, as in the ovent of the death of the 
Shahi during the minority of the Valiahd Salar-ed-Dowleh would be one of the two or 
three candidates for the Regency. 

His Highness, who ric, and in the opinion of many can sean 
responsible for his actions, was, it may be remembered, leader in a rebellion axainst tho 
Shah during the summer of 1907, and eventually’ took rofuge in lis Mujosty’ 
Consulate in Kermanshah, He the end of September last, evinced a desire 
to seek the protection of Ilis Majesty's Government, but was dissuaded by Mr. Marling 
from coming to the Legation, 










































Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G. 








(444261 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 


(No. 504) 
Sir, 





ec ‘Tehran, November 29, 1908, 
02 of the 25th instant, I have the honour to 
e reply of the Persian Goverument to the’ joint note which my 
i T addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on thy 
t, in the hope of stopping the publieation of the Shah's rescript, in which 
nnounced his abandonment of all idea of summoning the Medjliss, You 
we are requested to notify in the proper quarter the Shalt’s resolve to 
grant a Medjliss suited to the nature of the country, to the laws of Islam, and to the 








continuation of my despate 
of th 
































habits of the Persian people, ‘The Medjliss in question is doubtless the Council 
appointed by the Shah the institution of which was announced by His Majesty to the 
tee Dragomans at their audience on the 28th instant, recorded in a separate despa 
Tk will be noticed that the first paragraph of the note is much involved. Ttsobject, 
'« plain enough, viz.,to convict my Russian colleague and me of having made 
edd rumour the basis of onr representation, ‘The Per iment do 
not go so far as to assert 1 that the Shah had decided not to 
conyoke a representativ ‘The Grand Vizier had himself 
given me to understand 
document sign 




































Majesty st 
Ihas any sense 
ropresentatiV 

Our note se 
follower by the issue of orders to suppr 
T think We cin alford to overlook thi 
rumours 





Thave, &e, 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 


eee 





Inclosure in No, 





Sultaneh to Sir G, Barclay. 





ition.) 
ixcollency, 

TIIAVE hid the honour to receive your Exec 
‘Phe acensation of giving evil vounsels, whieh was 
the strength of a report to this effect, whieh hia 
surprise anil regeet to the two exalted representatives, 
Totvt to tue, because you have based this regrettable statement on a report, an 
allowed your thonghts such a degree of fr dom before verifying the authent 
Sucli w report, and that you have stained the courtiers of the Imps 
1y- onthe belief that they hold such a view, when they 
Thank Cod, His Imperial Majesty, with the great talent and vigi 
shows for the task of keeping in lo nid for th 
his people, doos not stand i eae ‘any ¥en ec ie a 
ature well versed in. the duties he is cal upon to perform for x 
alu et ty iy aloo well aequniuted with the customs aud habits of the Po 
peopl slinee with the exigencies of th and will now grant 
se Medjliss which will suit the requirements of the time, the religion, and national 
Customs of the Persian people, but ssill uot cause anarchy and trouble in the country, 

Tdo not consider it superfluous to draw your Excelli ntion to the 
allairs during the two rs of the Constitutio stem of Government, w 
iso tw all Kinds of disorders, and I have to point out that the grant of a Medjliss suck 
A the lastone is not suited to the feelings of the public, and that so much liberty is 
Unteconing, aid will produce the anarchy and mischief whieh hay 
witnessed 


. 1908, 
‘ovomber. 
only on 





Tehran, Novewbe 
note of the 
inst the 














































people. 

































Tn view of the friendship which happily exists between the two Gov 
whieh Oflieials of the two Governments wish to maintain and to strengthen 
Tyna your Excellency will notify to the proper quarter the Royal intention of grantin 
A Meajtise suited to the nature of the country, the laws of Islam, and the habits of 









tion m under the auspices 





at the country and thy 





the 1 people, 60 t 
of fis Lmporial Majesty. 





1y prospel 





Layail, &c 


(Signed and Sealed) MOHAMED ALI, ALA-ESSULTANEH. 
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[44427] No. 389. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 





Tehran, November 29, 1908. 
WITH reference tomy telegram No, 330 of the Gth ultimo, and to Messrs. Zieglex’s 
letter to your Departinent of the 28th September last, which reached mo in the print 
sections, I have the honour to report that Mr. Consul-Creneral Wratislaw leavns from 
his Russian colleague that he had included in his list of claims losses of the indirect 
nature referred to by Messrs. Ziegler. M. Pakhitonoff has forwarded his list of claims 
to St. Petersburgh and to the Russian Legation here, but Ihave ascertained from my 
an colleague that no specific claim has yet been filed by his Legation with the 
he Legation’s action has been coniined to holding 
responsible for losses suffered by Russian subjects. 
Tshall not lose sight of th inatter, and if when the time comes other Legations 
jis of the indirect nature referred to T shall not fai 


































(Signed) , BARCLAY. 





[44428] No. 390. 


Sir G. Barolay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21,) 





Tehran, December 1, 1908, 
WITIT reference to Mr, Marling’s telegram No, 203 ot the 5th September last, I 
have the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have received 
from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire, in regard to the murder of Abu Thabi 
subjects by the inhabitants of Taona, 

In view of the fact that the murderers, who during the summer were at the pearl 
fisheries, have now retired inland, and that, as Major Cox points out, the chances of 
eapturing them are now remote, I have addressed a further note to the Persian 
Government pressing for an early settlement of the question of compensation to. the 
families of the murdered men, and, while informing Major Cox of the action Lhave taken, 
Tam suggesting that the question of the punishment of the men still at large should be 
held over until the spring, shen, if they should return to the pearl fisheries, an opportunity, 
may be allorded for elfee heir capture. 

A-copy of the note whieh I have addressed to the Persian Government is inclosed 
herewith. 
























T have, &e, 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 





Tnelosure 1 in No, 390. 





Major Cor to 





ir G. Barelay, 
Sir, Shiraz, October 5, 1908, 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with my telegram dated the 

the subject of the murder of Abu Thabi subjects by inhabitants 
jonour to forward translations of further reports received from the 
Residency Agent, Lingah, and bey your perusal of them, 

Tt will be noted, in the first plave, that the doubtful identity of Saad (or Saced)-bine 
Abdullah has been set at rest, and that he appears merely to have intervened ay a 
purchaser of a parcel of pearls, which he ve acquired in good faith; so that we 
are hardly concerned further with 

Tn other respects Khan Sahib Agha Bedr’s rece 
information previously telegraphed, and indicate— 















investigations corroborate the 


1, ‘Phat the three sons ofJasim are still alive and at large, in spite of t 
of the Persian Government to the contrary. 

2, That Sheikh Mohamed-bin-Araimeh Bushei, Zabit of the hamlet of Nakbl-i-Am 
Sheikh Abdullah-bin-Motiamed Bushri, Zabit of Taona, and the Suwlet-ul-Mulky 
Governor of Bustek, one and all assisted the pirates at one stage or anotiver, and 
directly or indirectly partook of the proceeds of the outrage, 

ie: 





statements 
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3, That a fourth local Headman, Sheikh Ahmed-bin-Rashid Marzooq) 
port of Mozhu, has now to be added to the list of confederates, he be 
Overlord of the village of Nakhl-i 
of recovering from Mohamed 


Zabit of the 
the present 
mir, and having apparently accepted the responsibility 
Jasim the amount of the bribe paid in Shiraz to seeure 














Of the latter development I shall speak later on. 

init, which, according to my information, is 24 farsakhs 
hitherto been regarded and 
ing under 1 but in such unsettled regions it often happens that 
‘course of blood feuds or village qui will t , 
nce front one petty local Sheikh to another, according to the direct ion from which, 
for the time being, it can expect the sure of practical assistance when in 
difficulty, Such considerations probably account for our Axent’s present statement that 
Naklili-Amir now looks to Mogliu for protection, 

The he of the neighbourhood in question will be 
given in the margin,® whieh is approximately on a seale of 16 mil 

Il the places named are included in what is known as the Shibkub 
which lias been a frequently recurring source of trouble to the Resideney in the past, 
owing to the fact that when any inconvenient incident occurs within it ional 
responsibility is. invariably: bandied about between the Governor of the Gulf Ports and 
the Governor-General of Fars, the district being directly under Shiraz for revenue 
purposes, bit its const-line nominally under the Governor of the Gulé Ports. ‘The latter 
is usually alvaid, in any ease, to take any effective action there, lest he should thereby 
fall fou! of the Shiraz Government, 

In his concluding communigation the Residency Agent ins recommended that, the 
opportunity for capturing the pirates at sea having lapsed, we should demand their 
surrender from the Sheikh of Moghu, At the time his report was written and up to 
now Bishiro has been devoid of any effective authority, the Derya Begi, who might 
nye co-operated, having been dismissed, and his successor, the Muazziz-ed-Dowleh, of 
whom [hesitate to expeet much, not having joined the appointment, In any case, 
now thar the brothers are back at their home inland, time admits of an exchange 

to the best course which can now he pursued in regard to the ease 

























pparent from the rough diagram 
inch. 

















































ux to the situation of Nakhil-i-Amirahove described close to the maritime range 
and at some distance from the enast, the chances of His Majesty's ships repeating the 
auiecessfil capture achieved Inst year at Bundor Rix must necessarily be regarded as 
problematical, On the other hand, an abortive attempt to capture them by our own 
dispositions Would, it seems to me, be ealeulated to weaken your hands for pressins our 
clim for compensation at Tehran, It will be remembered that this ease of piracy with 
muriler Ins tow remained unexpinted for six years, and while the expeditious capture of 
these pirates on the pearl banks, following on the capture of the Dayir pirates last year, 
would hive operated grently: to. our interests and prestige, yet the most important 
object frons my point of view is that the compensation te Abu Thabi should no longer 
be delayed, and that «standing grievance, whie most prejudicial effect upon 
the attiude of the Sheikh tovards the Resideney and British subjects trading in his 
territory, should be laid to rest, 

Subject, therefore, to thy conclusions to which a consideration of these papers may 
bring you, Lam inclined to think our be wis to use the details at present bron 
into prominienice as a basis for another insistent demand tor the payment of compensation. 
Whe items to whieh L refer a 


1, ‘Phat the Shiraz prisoner Mohamed-bin-Jasim (of whom we have a photograph) 
allowed to eseape. 

That the other two brothers are also alize and hack in their old haunts, 

in spite of the assertions of the Persian Government that they had heen disposed of, 
3, That the Sowlet-uleMulk, Governor of Bustek, and three other petty Sheikhs of 

the Shibkuh district haye all been accessories after the fact, and have assisted the 

pirates and shared their illegotten gains, 















































has b 

















If the Persian Government will capture the men so much the better, but I would 
evrnestly deprecate any pretended or rval endeavours on their part to capture them 
Deing allowed to block our demand for the payment. of compensation, 





* Not reproduced. 
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T bez to be favoured with your early views or instructions after a consideration 
of these papers, of which 1 am forwarding éopies to the Government of ludia, 

In conclusion, I beg to revert for a moment to the question of the escape of the 
Shiraz prisoner. Pending a decision as to whether we onrselves shall take any action in 
the direction of the capture of the trio, I have purposely avoived raising any question 
with the Shiraz authorities as to the whereabouts of any of them, There seems to be 
no doubt that Mohamed-bin-Jasim was in durance here at the time of my arrival in 
Tune, for he had shortly before addressed an appeal to the Consulate begging us to 
agree to his release; but 1 have ascertained by confidential inquiries that he is no 
longer among. the prisoners, and it appears that some two months ago, when His 
Highness the Zil-es-Sultan realized that he would not be permitted to retain the 
Government of Fars, he set free a number of prisoners, among them Mohame 
Jasin, His Hizines' underlings doubtless first taking substantial presents from the 
relatives of the prisoners in eases where they could aiford to pay. ‘This explanation of 
the prisoner's escape sits in chronologically with the information furnished by our 
Tanga Agent, whos nt of the financial arrangement on which his release was 
effected is in all probability vie correet one, 

T have, &e. 

ed) P, Z, COX, Major, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and Mix Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-General for Kurs, 
Khuzistan, Se, 
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Tnclosure 2 in No, 390. 
Khan Sahib Agha Bedr to Major Cox. 


(Translation,) Linyahy August 25, 1908, 
REFERRING to your letter dated the 12th (22nd) July, 1908, regarding the 

piricy committed by the people of the Taona port, residing at the Nakhi-i-Awir village, 

the said port. 

y inguiries made (hy me] into the matter show that there are three 

brothers, viz,, Ahmed, the eldest, Mohamed, the second, and Gheithoo, the youngest 

son_of one Jasin, who helong by origin to the Bushri tribe, and who ave relatives of 
ikh Mohame , «dof Sheikh Abdullahe 
















and, after committing that deed, took the boat and the property of t 
and came to Tans hh Mohamed-hin-Arahmeh, Headinan 
village, took possession of the boat belonging to the inurdered persons, eb 
of its planks and gear, anil converted it into a fishing-boat for himselt, 
belonging to the victims, which had ben brought over by the murderers, \ 
session of by Sheikh Mohamed-bin-Arahmch, Headian of the Bushri tribe and 
of the NakilicAmir village, and he delivered the same to Mulla Almed-bins 
allal, Imam of the mosque at Nakhl-i-Amin, who again sold them at Lingah 
to Saad-bin-Abdullaly Someiti, a diver residing at Lingah, who was mentioned by 
Mullah Shokrullah, for a sum of 1,500 dollars, and paid the amount to Sheikh 
Mohamed-bin-Arahmeh aforesaid, Sheikh Mohamed-bin-Arahmeh paid 400 dollars to 
the murderers and distributed the balance between himself and the Sowlet-ul-Mulk, 
Zabit of Bustek ; and something was also received by sheikh Abdullah-bin-Molamed, 
Headman of the Busiri tribe and Zabit of ‘Taona port, but it is not known precisely 
how much was received by Sheikh Abdullah out of the 2,000 dollars taken by Shei 
Mohamed-bin-Aralimeh, or of the 500 dollars paid to the murderers, 

‘The Sowlet-ul-Mulk, Zabit of Bustek, subsequently gave orders for the three 
men’s arrest; and Sheikh Abdullah-bin-Mohamed Bushri, Zabit of 'Taona, thereupon 
captured the three murderers and made them over to the Sow.et-ul-Mulk at Bustel, 
and they remained in confinement for some time; but all of the three men escaped 
later, ‘The Sowlet-ul-Mulk’s Totangchis went in their pursuit, and began firing upon 
them, Mohamed-bin-Jasim remained where he was in fear and was arrested. everal 
shots were fired at the two brothers, and Ahmed yas hit, but Gheithoo escaped, 
‘Thinking that the person shot had died, the Tofangehis only took Mohained and kept 
him in confinement at Bustek., When night came on Gheithoo returned to the spob 
where his brother had been shot, to find out if bis brother had died or remained alive, 
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On reaching the place he found that his brother was alive, but was unable to walk, 
having received a bullet in his foot. He took him on his shoulder and remained in 
hiding on a mountain appertaining to Naklil-i-Amir for a few days until his brother 
recovered, 
he Sowlet-ul-Mulk subsequently sent Mohamed-bin-d 
fie was kept in confinement. 














as a prisoner to Shiraz, 
whe 











Suad-bin-Abdullah Someiti has no relationship with Sheikh Abdullah, Zabit of 
Tona, nor was he a participator in the piracy; he merely purchased the pearls from 
Mulla’Ahmed-bin-Mulla Abdullah Bushri, Imam of the mosque at NakbLi-Amir. 








Sheikh Mohamed-bin-Aralmeh-bin-Saleh, Headman of the Bushri tribe and 
Zabit of Nakil-i-Amir village, is cousin of Sheikh Abdullah-bin-Mohamed-bin-Saleh, 
Headman of the Bushri tribe and Zabit of Taona, Shoikh Mohamed-bin-Arahineh, 
Zarit Khl-i--Amir, and h Abdullah-bi fohamed, Z: of Taona, are both 
Headmen of the Bushti tribe, but have a grudye against one another resulting from 
the desire of each tor supremacy, 
‘The three murderers are of the Bushri tribe and fiave maternal relat 
iit Mohiumed-bin-Arahmeh and Sheikh \bduliah-bin-Mohamed Bushr 
sible to obtain complete proof [to show] liow much of the stolen property was 
cived by Shiekh Mohamed-bin-Arahmich and how much by Sheikh Abdullah-bin- 
Mohamed Bushri and others, beeause the persons having information are unable to 
reveal it for fear ob the Sheikhs and the murderers; and they [seldom] say a litle, and 
even tat to the persons whom they: may think trustworthy. 
nid Gheithoo, sous of Jasim, bad proceeded to the pearl banks on the 
heikh Sate Mohan Ali, But a quarrel haying taken place 
kh Mohamedsbin-Arahmeh, Zabit of Nakhl-icAmir, and Sheikh Abdullah, 
pearl banks and went to Nakbil and they 
to the 22nd August, 1008. [have heard that 
the divers of the Shibkult ports fi ir operations on the 12th September, 1908, and 
it dovs notseem, under these eireuinstanees, [sre] to take measures with a view to capturing 
res i Ue pearl banks. 
I have received vie photo alleged to be that of one of the persons concerned in the 
, and am keeping it for the present as a precaution, and shall return it after ha 
With it. 






































Sambook of 
between Shi 












had not returned [to the 




















Tnelosure 3 in No. 390, 


Khan Sahib Agha Bedr to Major Cox, 


(ranstation,) Lingah, 

WIT reference to this Agency report dated the 25th August, 8, [have heard 
that Mohamed-bin-Jasim Bushri, Resident of the Nakhil-i-Amir, who was among the 
murderers of the people of Abu 'Mhabi, and who was the brother of Aimed and Gheithoo 
and had been sent hy the Sowlet-ul. Ik, abit Bustek, as a prisoner to Shiraz, 
whore he jed in confinement for 6 has recently arrived at Keis Island in 
4 hoon belonging to the people of Nakhl-i-Amir, 

According to the statement made by Moliamed-hi 
Heis, he hid been tried about seven times at Shiraz wl 
answered during all of them that lie find com 





lugust 25, 1908, 
























im to certain individuals at 
le he was in prison, and he had 
ted no murder and piracy; that on the 
asion he was taken to a ecrtain phice where his photo was taken; that he was 
Inick to prison afterwards, and the Sowlet-ul-Mulk’s employé Amin Ghaifiar Busteki 
‘at Shira paid 200 tomans and released hi sent hin to a outite) hath; that fie 
artived at Bushire from Shiraz on foot in the beginn of Rajab, met Sheikh Mohamed 
Hassan of Keis at Bushire, went in his company to the Goverament House, Charhurj, 
atayed there for a day, and came from Bushire on foot to kh where he 
‘embarked on the hoom chartered by the brother of .\ 
Islaniland stopped there for ove day with Sheikh \h ed Al-i-Ali, Zabit of the 
island, and then proceeded to Taond, staying there for a couple of days, and then leaving 
for the Nakil-i-Amir village, 
Also, Zeinal Ghaitur, brothe 
Abmeil-bin-Raslied Marzoogiy Za 














































f Amin Ghatfur, has written from Bustek to Sheikh, 
of Moghu, that Amin Giaflar had lent a sum of 
200 tomansto Mohamed-bin-dasim Bushri, of Nakhl-i-Amir, at Shiraz (on the condition; 
that he {Sheikh Aimed] should send him {Moliamed-binJasim | to the pearl Choreneat 
so recover the amount, 

T have heard this ne) 














from reliable persons, 


pi 


Inclosure 4 in No. 390. 
Khan Sahib Agha Bedr to Major Cox. 


(Translation.) Lingah, August 25, 1908, 

REKERRING to my report dated the 25th August, 1908, I beg to state, for your 
further information, that Sheikh Mohamed-bin-Arahmeh-bin-Saleh, Headman of the 
Bushri tribe, who is the Zabit of the Nakhl-i-A laze, and his community are 
confederates of, and obedient to, Sheikh Ahmed-bin-Rashed Marzooqi, Zabit of the 
Moghu port. More especially so are the three murilerers, 

Arrangement should be made, if possible, to demand the murderers from Sheikh 
Ahmed-hin-Rashed aforesaid, because all the actions taken by Sheikh Mohamed-bi 
Arahmeh Bushri and [the people of] Nakhl-i-Amir are {under} Sheikh Almed-bi 
Raslied’s control and supe 























Inclosure 5 in Ni 
Sir G, Barclay to Ala-es-Sultanch, 


Your Highness, Tehran, December 1, 1908, 

T HAVE the honour to address your Highness on the subject of the murder of Abu 
‘Tha’ i subjects by the inhabitants of Taona, to which reference was made in conversa. 
tion with your Highness by Abbas Kuli Khan on the 11th instant, Your Highness on 
that occasion stated that’ if the note which the Persian Government had addressed 
to His Majesty's Legation were referred to, it would be scen that the Persian Govern« 
‘ment had done all that was possible in this case, 

I venture to point out to your Highness that in their note of the 2nd May last the 
Persian Government, while unwilling to give the Governor-General of the Gulf Ports: 
effective control over the whole littoral of the Gulf, undertook to do their utmost to 
maintain order in the district of Shibkuh, and to settle satisfactorily the various cases 
mentioned in Mr. Marling’s note of the 7th April, among which was the case of the 
‘Taona murders, 

Since that date, however, nothing has been done, and it has, moreovéi, come to my 
knowledge that two of the murderers, who were stated by Mushir-ed-Dowleh in his 
communication of the 18th March, 1906, to be dead, are, in fact, alive, and have been 
seen at the pearl fisheries, ‘These men haye now retired inland to Nakhl-i-Amir, 

While expressing the hope that it may be found possible, by the assistance of the 
local authorities, to eifect the arrest of these men, 1 most urgently impress upon your 
Highness the necessity of giving effect to the repeated representations which have been 



































addressed to the Persian Government by this Legation by arriving at a speody settle- 
ment of the question of compensation to the families of the murdered persons, 
Lavail, &e, 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 





(44429) No. 301, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
(No. 307.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 8, 1908. 


T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the last four weeks. 
1 have, &e. 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 
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Tnclosure in No. 391. 


No, 12.—Montlly Summary of Events, 


Tehran, 





Shah anil Constitution. 


ON the 7th November an artificial demonstration was organized by the Sepahsalar 
(Amir Bahadur Jang), the Prime Minister (Mushir-es-Sultanch), Naib-es-Sultaneh, and 

















in which the leading Mujtehed, Sheikh Fazlullah, took part. 
ns, prepared beforehand, were signed by the persons assembled at Bagl-i-Shah, 
binck Ministers included, praying: His Majesty not to reintroduce the Medjliss 








1 that it was contrary to Islamic law. 

On the 8th November the British and Russian Ministers sent an identic Memoran- 
dum to the Minister for Foreign Aff i¢ the Shah to fulfil his numerous promise 
to re-establish the Constitu nil that it would be the best way to restore 
order nt Tabreez and elsewhere, 

On the 11th November M. de Hartwiz had an audience of the Shah for the purpose 
of urging His Majesty to convoke an elected body of representatives, Sir George Barclay 
Hind an audience of His Majesty the folloning day, at which he used language of « similar 
nature, 

M, de Hartwig, who again saw the Shah on the 14th November to introduce 
M, Sabline, the newly-arrived Hirst. Scerctary, and to tuke leave of His Majesty, again 
urged the Shah to re-establish « Medjliss, On the 12th and 18th November Seyed 
TALL vou ea venmluent lini ¢anderar leingnstation si (arouclotn rest aGlubneab 
of the Medjliss, and on the 14th and 15th lie presented Petitions in this sense to. all 
the Legations, 

On the 19th November renewed demonstrations were made at Bagh-i-Shah against 
the constitutional rézime, and the Shah on this occasion. issued a Reseript in which the 

nz passage occurs: “Now that you have shown that the institution of a 
Mediliss is contrary to the laws of Islan... we also have entirely given up this 
idea, and in future such « SLedjliss will not even be mentioned,” 

‘Phe British and Russian Legation heard of this Reseript, addressed @ joint 
note to te Foreign Minister on tine subj \d November, "The Rescripi was 
withdravn the following day, and on the 25th November the Foreign Minister called 
on Sir George Barclay to explain, by the Shah’s orders, that it was not official, and 
merely referred to the Inst Medjliss, The British and Russian dr 

of the § 8th November in order to discuss the situation fra 
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A Cowell ‘of State, composed of some forty persons chosen by the Shah, having 
boon instituted in order to take the place of the Medjliss, was inaugurated on the 
2th November, 

On the Ist’ December the Shah's Reseript to the clergy of the 19th November, of 
n't passaze is quoted above, was posted all over Tehran by Government officials, 
‘The same night energetic representations were male by the British and Russian Legations 
on the subject, and the Shah replied the following day through the Foreign Minister 
lak tle Wesetipu LM AI sh posted iovithowt levon ledge Weald immeatalg ne 
removed, anil that the persons responsible for this act would be punished. The posters 
were removed during the course of the morning, 

















General News. 


On the 9th November, on the oecasion of the anniversary of the King’s birthday, 
the usual ceremonial was observed. In the evening Sir George Barclay gave a dinner 
to the Cabinet Ministers, 








M. de Sturler, the Dutch Minister, left on the 10th November on transfer to 
Athens, 
M, Sabline arrived on the 11th November, and took charge of the Russian 





Legation on the 16th November, when M. de Hartwig left for St. Petersburgh. 
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Nassowhi Bey, the Turkish Ambassador, left on the 14th November, and Cheretedin 
the First Secretary, took cliarze. 
he British and Russian Legations made joint representations to the Persian 
Government, through their dragomans, on the subject of the attack by Royalist troops 
near Tabreez on an Armenian village, when a number of Armenians were killed and 
wounled, (See under Tabreer,) 

Dating the course of the month Hajji Hussein Agha, Amin-uz-Zerb, took refuge at 
the Russian Legation in consequence of complications arising out of his immense 
indebtedness to the Russian Bank. He owes the Russian Bank about 500,000, and the 
Tinperial Bank 100,001. 

Mr. Mornard, the Administrator of Customs, left for Enzeli in conneetion with the 
fing down of part of the custom-house by Nationalists, and at the same tine to 
e arrangements with M. Padjoursky, the Russian Chief Engineer, for the new port 
works at Enzeli, where it is proposed to ereet the custom-house. 

The son I-cd-Dowleh, referred to in paragraph 1 of the last summary, took 
refuge at the Russian Lezation shortly after his father was beaten at Bagh-i-Shah and 
expelled to Kashan, ‘The Russian Legation obtained a guarantee from the Shah for his 
safety, and a pardon for his 

Referring to Summary No, 9 of the 10th September, and to the action taken by the 
ernment regarding the property known as Saadabad, whieh had been in the possession 
of the Zil-es-Sultan for some years and was then handed over to his sister Banou Ozma, 
it has come to the knowledge of the Legation that the Shah recently issued a Decree 
reinstating the Zil-es-Sultan, ‘The Russian Legation, however, in support of Bunow 
Ozma, whose properties are all mortgaged to the Russian Bank against her debt to that 
establishment, made energetic representations on the subject, and, in fact, resisted by 
foree an attempt made by the servants of Zil-es-Sultan, accompanied by Government 
officials, to regain possession of the property. ‘The British and Russian Legations have 
exchanged views on the subject, and an entire ment has been come to between 
them, lt is probable that part of the property belongs to the Zil and a part to his 

When the Zil-es-Sultan produces his documents, or autho 
represent him in the matter, the two Legayons will come to an amicable arrangement on 
the subject. 

w Prince Yarman 





Bey 


















































































1, who is still in Tehran, is the ost likely candidate for 
the post of Prime Minister should the Shah eventually decide to change his. present 
frankly reactionary policy. Recent developments at Meslied, due no doubt to. the 
nice there of the ‘Tehran Mujtehed, Seyed Mohammed, and the impossibility. of 
gaining an entry into Tabrevz, so lr experienced by the Ain-ed-Dowldh, hupported by 
the Shah's troo)s, added to the growing financial distress, and. repeated. representations 
of the British and Russian Legations should in time have the desired effect, 
(Signed) «G, P, CHURCHILL, 
Oriental Sec) etary. 
























December 2, 1908. 


Tabrees, 






His Majesty’s Consul-General arrived from Urumia on the 9th November. On the 
th November le reported that areinforceinent of 400 cavalry was said to have reached 
the Governor-General ac Basminch, On the 14th some of the Royalist reinforcements 


under Semsam Khan, disobeying tie Governor-Gencral’s orders, auiacked Mujambar and 























Killed and wounded several Armenians; 300 Persian Cossieks, with six also 
joined the Royalist camp on this day, but Mr. Wratislaw reported that Tabreez was not 
‘impressed by their arrival, On the 16th Nov apied by a force 





of Nationalists, but on the 30th November they were reported to have been driven out 
and to have retumed to Tabreez, A local Assembly was re-established at Dilman 

Imas) on the 13th, aud on the 23rd Bonab, on the eastern shore of Lake Urumia, was 
Occupied by Nationalists, after a fight with the Chahardowleh hiorsemes, On the 18th 
November the Nationalists telegraphed to the Parliaments of London, Paris, and 
St. Petersburgh protesting against the false reports of danger to foreign subjects, 
Mr, Wratislaw reported at this time that the Chief Engineer of the Russian road was at 
Sulfa engaged in spreading alarming and absurd reports about the situation at ‘Pubic 
and that the Russian Consul-General, whose one idea was to bring about Russian 
‘occupation, was similarly telegraphing alarmist and exaggerated reports. 
































Resht, 





1. The «l-Dowleh, brother of the Shah, passed through Resht on his way to 
Warsaw, early in November, He stayed at the house of the Munshi of the Rusian 
Consulate, a Tact which caused much comment. 
, Sepalidar, until recently: commander of the Royalist forces at Tabreez, arrived 
here hurriedly from Azerbaijan early in November on his way to Tunekabun, where 
two of his sons were on the verge ot a conflict for the Deputy Governorship, 
3, The Governor-General’ expedition to Talish ended in complete failure. His troops 
ravaged the country as they went, in some places destroying the property of Russian 
At Kerganrud, on the 15th November, they were attacked by the inhabitants 
losing a gun, Mr, Rubino is of opinion that the expedition was not necessary, 
‘genrudis had repeatedly declared their loyalty and their willingness to accept 
any Goveriior except Serdar Amjad, at whose hiands they had been much oppressed in 
the past. 






























On the 15th November the Customs buildings at Enzeli were set fire to, but the 
fire was put out before much dumage was done. It is supposed to have been 
of Nationalists, who wished to destroy x urge eo of arms and ar 
intended for the Shah whieh was in the Customs building, Some 180 rifles were 
destroyed, 












Meshed, 





1, ‘The Russian ConsulGeneral recently: stated quite ope 
undoubtedly restore over in Tabreez, and: the only question causing anxicty was the 
safety of Europeans until the troops arrived, 

2 A letter, containing strong attack on the Shah 
priests and calling on the people of Khorassan to 
and caused much exei nt. ‘The Russians, ow 
to suppress the circulation of this letter, were ereditcd with supporting the Shah and the 
reactionary party, AL the instance of the Ru General, the photographer's 
house, in which letter were being photoxtaphed for ¢ on, was locked 

Many copies were, however, circulated, 
. Velewraphic reports from Meslid. state that some 4,000 students assembled at 
the Siiin ih November and had the buziars closed, Next day a riot 
occurred, owing to the arrest lutionary, und the students atid troops 
exchanged shots. On the Ist De nber the situation was serious, the numbers of the 
revoltiionaries had increased, many tradesmen having joined the students, and troops 
ie the streets, 
change in the Governorship of Seistan and Kain has been much talked 
about, wid our failure to maintain the Shaukat-ul-Mulk unfavourably commented on. 

5. Captain Watson, LMS, arrived on wie 26th October and left on the 

1st November in company with Major Sykes for Bujnurd and Astrabad. 





y that the Russians would 











n the name of the Kerbela 
reulated here in October 
ntervention in the attempt 









































Astrabad. 





‘Whe Russian Lega 
disturha 
the town, 





on has received telegraphic information fom Astrabad that 
es have broken out there and that the Governor had threatened to bombard 








Iypahan, 


Hamadan on the 261 October. 

2, On the n was plteed under martial law, apparently 
the object of pr 1s the priests trom exciting the people against the authorities, 
‘he town has remained quiet. 

About the 20th November the p 
privsts in Tehran stating that the Shah 
The telegram was not tunde publi 

4, The rouds, the Bakhtiari road excepted, continue to be infested with robbers, 
A robbery of thirty camels with their loads was reported on the 17th instant near 
Yezdikhast. Twenty Cossacks sent to Bafk from Yezd were ambuscaded by robbers 
and deprived of all their belongings, except two riiles and such of their po 
branded, 

5, It is reported that the Bakhtiari Ushini has been dismissed by the Shab, 















ts reevivell a telegram from the reactionary 
had given up all idea of having a Constitution, 
i in Ispahon, 














as were 













Yesd. 


‘The people of Taft recently attacked twenty-five horsemen sent to collect revenue, 
beat them, deprived them of their rifles and clothing, and detained several as hostages 
to prevent the Governor arresting any Taftis who may visit Yezd, ‘he Taftis have 
now begun to levy contributions on passing caravans. 


Seistan, 


1. The Karguzar informed His Majesty's Vice-Consul officially on the 24th 
September of the appointment of Hashmat-ul-Mulk as Governor of Kain, of Sartip 
Mir Masum as Deputy Governor of Kain, and of Sartip Mohammed Reza as Deputy 
Governor of Seistan, ‘The Shaukat hopes to make an attempt to regain the Governor- 
ship next Norouz (March). 

2, Ten Russian Cossacks left on the Ist October for Meshed escorting specie from 
the Russian Bank, ‘Two or three Cossacks had also left a day or two previously for 
Meshed. 








Kerman, 





M. Mashal, a Turkish subject and ag: 
on the 23rd October 


ent of a Manchester firm, was robbed at Shams 
‘The robbers are being pursued, 





Kermanshah, 


1, Lieutenant Williams, who had been purchasing mules at Kermanshah, left for 
Bagdad on the 18th October, 

2, Captain Lorimer arrived on the 3rd November and Lieutenant Ranking on the 
18th from Ispahan, Both olficers left for Shuster on tho 18th. 

8, ‘The Kallur and the Guran tribes were in the middle of November occupying 
Ser-i-Pul, one march from Kasr-i-Shirin, with a view to attacking Semsam-ul-Mamale| 
f of the Senjabi tribe, who is Governor of Kasr-i-Shirin, 














Shiraz, 


1, Sixty-four men of the Buz-Chaln regiment entered the Consulate on the 
14th October and refused to leave until the arrears of two years! pay had been given 
them. His Majesty's Acting Consul did not intervene, but all left by thG 21st October, 
the Persian authorities having paid them in fall 

2, The Kamareh regiment, 600 strong, arrived about the 20th October. 

y's Resident left for Bushire on the 21st October. 

4. ‘The district of Lar is reported to be terrorized by Seyed Abdul Hussein Lari, 
who bas announced that to pay revenue to the present Shah is eontrary to Islam, 

5. Robberies are still of frequent occurrence on both the Ispahan and Bushire 
roads. A post was recently robbed near Sivend and the driver of the postal waggon 
brutally murdered, Several robberies have also ovcurred in the immediate neighbour= 
hood of the tom, 


















Penstay Guur, 
Bushire, 


1, Moazized-Dowleh, the new Governor of the Gulf ports, arrived on the 
Lith October. 
2, Thirty-five Persian Parsees arrived on the 25th October from Taft and Nasratabad 
on their way to India, ‘They were emigrating in consequence of the oppression of the 
Governor of Taft. On their way to Bushire they had been robbed of everything. 
Ahmed Khan, Zabit of Angali, having undertaken before the Governor to 
protect caravans and goods, the Shif route to Shiraz hag been reopened and is being 
used. 

















The Resident arrived from Shiraz on the 80th October, 

5, Copies of telesrams from Kerbela denouncing the 
posted up in the streets. In one case “Punch’s” cartoon of the Shah showing his 
forcible dissolution of Parliament was posted above the copy of the telegrams, 
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lah’s actions have heen 


















sian Cossacks and four horses left for Bushire on the 7th October. 

2, The Russian steam-slip * Buplirates” arrived from Bussorah on the 15th Oclober 
y the Russian Consul, and t 

athiew, Assistant (o the Russian Consul, 

He proposes to go to Bushire, 

3, Captain Shakespear took over charge of the Consulate on the 25th November. 





and Tett next day for Odessa, 





‘at Bunder Abbas: 








Gratama on the 20th October announced his appointment as a Royal Consul 
Arabistan, Luristan, and Kurdistan. 
ful road was reported to be very unsafe, 


its were assembling 








During: October the Shu 
. At the end of October 
against the Hawizch tribes, who were in rebellion 





ir an expedition 








©. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Atacké. 





Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edvard Grey —(Received December 21.) 


Tehran, December 4, 1908, 
(0, 404 of the 28th ultimo, Thay 





" WIITD reference to my telegram 
with copy of 
ccourit of his and. 

‘As reported in my t 
institution the 















ram No, AOS of the Ist in 
anmounced to the two drag 
intenst with the fram 





induced to summon to it men of 
e towards the revival 








‘tin to look to it for anya 
Of the Constitutional régime. 


G. BARCLAY. 





ion issued by the € 





PSI have just seen a transl 
of the Council 

‘heir fimetions are si 
jovernors, and “to 
‘counandls aud the duties Taid down for them.” 





1 to be general supervision over the 
tequaint themselves with the Shah's 





rs and Provineial 







Tnclosure in No. 392. 
Memorandum ty Me. Churchill. 
M, BARANOWSKY and I we 


upper room of the building in Bagh-i-Shi 
i No one was pres 


eceived by the Shah this morning at 11°30 in an 
Hee ee Ute tia canscl paltial 
the Shak and ourselves. 

ing that we had come on 
es toask His Majesty 














ister and the Russian Chargé d’Aflai 








h he had not at hand for the 
ngthy that he 
s to the British and Russian Le-ations to 


juiry was a long on s 
moment, and the explanations which he wanted to gi 


id required papers w 





would send his Minister for Foreign A\ 










[thon said to the Shah that the reason M. Baranowsky and I had been sent to His 
that it was hoped that His Majesty would speak frankly to us and tell us 
ves proposed to speak with equal frankness, and 


iews and interests of the 














in fact, thought we could show His M and i 
British and Russian Governments were identical with His Majesty's. 








replied that he was quite ready to speak frankly, but the difficulty was that no one 
listened to him. T said that every one agreed with His Majesty that the first Medjliss 
was a failure, and no one desired to bring back the disorders of the régime which he 
had put an end to, but that the present régime was quite as bad, if not worse, and 
could not be allowed'to continue. ‘The Shahi reiterated that no one listened to him, 
and said that he intended to keep his promises, I then took from my pocket his 
recent Rescript, and said that his latest pronouncement did not appear to hear this out, 
Dut the Shah, interrupting, took the paper from me, and, in a rather irritated manner, 
endeavoured to explain that the phrase we will not even mention such a Medjliss”* 
referred to the last Assembly, and observed that [apparently could not read Persian. 

. Baranowsky then urged the Shah, in the most emphatic manner, to keep his 
promises as the only means of re-establishing order and calming Tabreem, He said 
that the danger of bast was always present, and that no one desired a Medjliss such a 
the last, but that a large section’ of the people were resolved to have a parliamentary 
régime. Tho Shah, in reply, said that, on the, other hand, most of the people were 
‘opposed to it, and if he issied orders for elections to-day: there would cortainly. be 
bloodshed to-morrow. I then said to His Majesty that this was the surest proof of the 
self-inter pursued by His Majesty's courtiers. If they told him that the 
people w i to a Medjliss they had told him that which was not true. ‘The 
Shiah made a show of resenting this imputation, and spoke up for his courtiers rather 

M. Barano n urged the Shah to keep his promises, and when His 

which was to meet the following day, M. Baranowsky 

body chosen by the Shah was notat all what had been promised, 

the people. The Shah repeated that the majority. of 

against a Medjliss; M, Baranowsky merely replied, “No, this is not the 

case,” to which the Shah made no answer, M. Baranowsky, contimiing, said that the 

best course for His Majesty was to order this new Couneil to draw up an electoral law 

embly would be convened composed of intelligent deputies who would 

Ministers in the much-needed work of reform, ‘The Medjliss would 

d of shopkeepers and ignorant men as before, and no one wanted 
free press s the last, 

1 uld think over this proposal and talk over the matter with 

those who so strongly opposed the Med 

T said that if His Majesty would @ how dang 

present rs rent it was, in his own interests, to inausgn 

a new régime which should be directed tow 

(reforms, it would no longer he necessary for him to stay at Bash 

ah emphatically declared that he was by no means afraid go return to the 

«dat Bagh-i-Shah because he liked the place," M. Barainowsky 

His Majesty had decided to intrust the now 




















































































































in pressed to kno 















il with the work of ela ectoral Inw, and the Shah 

er ‘lio opposed 
of an cl eply to the British Minister and Russian 
Chargé d’Affaires throngh his Minister for Foreign Affairs, 





(i 





G. P. CHURCHILL, 
‘Tehran, November 28, 1908, 





[44433] No: 393, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Recerwed December 21.) 


(No. 311. Secret.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 4, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith diaries of the Military Attaché 
to His Majesty's Consulate-Gencral at Meshied, Nos, 43 to 47 inclusi 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 393. 


No. 43.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending October 24, 1908. 





Summary of News. 
(Sceret.) 

ACCORDING to our Mery correspondent, General Mishchenko arrived there from 
Askabad, made a brief inspection of the troo)s, and went on towards ‘Tashkent without 
visiting Kushk, ‘This curtailment of his official programme is only what might be 
expected after his wound at Askabad, The fact that he was able to inspect the Merv 
troops at all shows that his wound is not seriou 

2, Now that the drill season is over, time-expired men are beginning to leave 
‘Turkestan, Merv reports the passing of 500 westwards, which is confirmed by 
Krasnovodsk, though it seems doubtful if the whole 500 passed through Krasnovodsk. 

ports the departure of 400 Cossacks from the Oxus posts. 
reports the arrival of 700 infintry from the west ; these appear to be men 
of the Mery garrison, who have heen at Askabad for the mancuvres. 

1. The *Transeaspian Review” contains a strangely perverted account of the 
Samshedi affair, completely ignoring the fact that the Jamshedis were thoroughly 
dissatisfied with’ their experiences in Russian territory, and that most of them have 
gone back to Afghanistan, 























“Transcaspian Review.” 


October $.—‘Phe 1903 cotton crop of the Mery district was 1,200,000 pods, the 
selling: price of which was 3 r. 10 k. per pod. 

‘October 11,—"This year 15,000 Jamshedis left Afghanistan and entered the Kushk 
district and became Russian subjects, They did this because the Afghans were always 
trying to provoke them against the Russians, and finally the Afghans murdered their 
Klanj 18,000 Janshedis have come over up to the present, but a lot more, are 
expected shortly Captain Peresviet Soltan has been attached to the stall of the 
Governor of Kushk, to be in special charge of these Jamshedis. 

October 12.—On the 6th October there were 83 eases (patients) in the ‘Tashkent 
city cholera hospitals of these, 4 were discharged and. 5 died (on that day), Since 
the hoginning of the outbreak there have been 282 admissions to the Tashkent cholera 
hospital; of whom 60 haye recovered and 9¥ have died 

Gclolier V4 hundred vods wagons have been received by the 
‘Tashkent Railway, and some hundreds more are coming shortly, 
































‘Turkestan News, 





October 6—The Amu Darya flotilla, far from payin 


its way, has been a heavy 
Joss to Government, as the following figures show -— 


Aww Darya Flotilla, 





Receipt. 















1908 i oy toe.ios | 354.492 
1005 a 8853 350,962 
1900 i é| sony | 3a4.781 
1907 ae ‘| tioss2 | 312,802 
SOE ue Guay ec 4} 440000, 150,000} 290,000" 








© Estimated loss for 1908, 





Krasnovodsk Report. 


‘The following railway material has been sent E,:— 


October $.—Bleven trucks of sleepers. 
Octover 4—Hight trucks of sleepers. 
October .—en trucks of sleepers. 
October ie trucks of sleepers. 

















sen Oetier §—menty Cossnefor the 2nd (Ural) Regiment came in hy aleamer and 
eft E. 


October &.—A party of time-expired men, said to be infantry soldiers from 
Samarkand and Tashkent, came in by rail during the night and left by steamer in the 


early morning, I did not see them, 








Askabad Report. 


October 10,—The Governor-General of ‘Turkestan has been shot at and wounded by 
some soldiers during a parade here, 


Merv Report, 





‘ome 500 soldiers, ineluding a number of men of the 2nd Railway 
(through W. [ascertained that these were time-expired men. 

Phiree hundred men of the 7th ‘Transcaspian Battalion and Sapper 
Battalion came in from W. 
he Governor-Ceneral of ‘Turkestan arrived from Askabad. It was 
said that he had been wounded in Askabad, but he inspected the troops of the garrison 
here, He left by rail W. the same day, 

October G.—Forty trucks of dry forage sent to Kush, 

Octoler 8—Four trucks of rails came in from W. and went through to Kushke 
branch. 

October 11,—Four hundred infantry came in from W. ‘These were men of the 
7th Transeaspian and Mery Reserve Batialions, with a machine-gun detachment of the 
6th Battalion, 

October 1,—Sixteen trucks forage cam 














in from W. 





Charjui Report. 


October 10.—Arrivals from up stream say that the Russians are collecting material 
at Kerki and elsewhere, with the object of building a bridge across the Oxus somewhere 
near Kilif, (Manauvres have perhaps given rise to this report.—HL. 8.), 
October 15.—Four hundred Cossacks eaiie in by steamer from up stream ; 200 of 
these left by rail E, the remaining 200 are waiting here, 
(Signed) 1, SMY'H, Captain, 
Miliary Attaché, 












Meshed, October 24, 108. 














Inclosure 2 in No, 393. 
No, Ad.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending October 31, 1908. 
Summary of News. 
(Seeret.) 


ALL mancuvres are over, and reports from Askabad, Mery, Kerki, and 
Samarkand, show the garrisons to be normal, 

2, Our Askabad correspondent has some interesting remarks on the mancouvres 
near Gaodan, and the reason why General Mishchenko was shot. He says that the 
General was shot by men of the Railvay Battalion, whereas our previous information 
was that men of the Sapper Battalion stiot him; it is easy to see how the confusion 
might arise, railay soldiers being practically sappers, 

3. Our Termez agent gives some useful details of the march of the Termes. troops 
from ‘Termez to Kili, From this, and other accounts, of the marching and mancuyre 
of the Turkestan troops, it seeins as if they were very deficient in mobility and general 
arrangements, and that their discipline is of a low order, 

4, The Merv and Sarakhs districts are still unsafe on account of robbers—the 
‘Tejen-Sarakhs road having to be guarded by specially raised ‘Turcoman levies, 

5, Samarkand reports the arrival there of five Jamshedi Chiefs, including the 
notorious Said Alimad Beg, with twenty-four followers, He says that tvo Elders have 
gone on to Tashkent too, ‘These Jamshedis have taken about three weeks travelling 


(1922) 3M 


















































from Mert to Samarkand by rail, so they must have broken the journey, probably at 
Bokhara, 

6. The C, A. Railway between Mery and Bairam Ali is being eroded by the 
Murghab irrigation water to such an extent that the embankment and bridges are both 
an the point of collapsing; 2 versts of the ‘T. O. Railway are under water too, and 
pelated elforts are being hustily made to prevent another large section of this railway 


heing washed away, as occurred a few months ago. 











“ Transcaspian Review.” 


5th October five cases of cholera 





October 15,—From the 28th. 
oceurredd at Bairam, Ali, 

‘Oolober \.—On the 7th November there will be a review at Askabad of the 
reservists in the district. 

October 17,—Gencral Mishchenko arrived in ‘Tashkent on the 13th October. 

October 21.—Uhe whole of the earthwork of the railway between Mery and Bairam 
Aliis in a bad state, its foundations having been washed out by the wat 
tion works, he bridge near the village of Geok ‘Tepe (not the famous Geok 
, of course) is in imminent danger of collapsing, 


September to th 


















Turkestan News. 


October 16,—At Tashkent, on the 12th October, there were fifty-nine cases of 
cholera in hospital, Six fresh eases were admitted during the day, four were discharged 
cured, three died, fifty-eight remained. 

October V7.—The Syr Darya is ve , and 2 versts of the Tashkent Railway 
have been flooded near the station of Kemishli Bash. The sum of 31,200 roubles has 
been granted to strengthen the embankinent at this point, 

October 15—General Pokotilo has been appointed Governor-General of the Ural 


Province. 















Krasnovodsk Report. 





‘Whe following time-expired men have passed through to {tussi 


October 15.—Kour Kayknz Cossacks, four men 2nd Artillery Brigade, nine ‘Trans 
caspian Infantry, 

October 16,—Four men of the 4 

October 17,—Five Kavkaz Coss 

October 19,—Fight men of the 


‘The following ma 


October 18.—Fourteen trucks of sleepers. 

October 15.—Sixteen trucks of sleepers, 2 trucks of rails. 
October 16—Eleven trucks of sleepers, 4 trucks of rails. 
October 18 —Five trucks of planks and building material. 
October 20.—Uwwo trucks of sleepers, 1 truck of rails. 


October 14.-—Fitty men of the Ist Railway Battalion eame in trom B. 






n garrison, 








Ki 


ial has been sent E. 


ish: ” corps. 




















Askabad Report. 





Octoher 10,—On the occasion of the mancuvres near Gaodan, when the Governor. 
Genoral wae wounded, the Askabad troops were accompanied by 100 transport carts and 
200 followers (besides cart drivers). ‘Whe soldiers say that the Governor-General was 
dhot by some men of the Railway Battalion, and that they shot him beeause of the harsh 
avenge in which he treated troops when on mancuvres, forcing them to spend several 
days on end over an operation such ay an attack, or mountain crossings, without 
fdequate arrangements for their shelter, food, or water. 5 

ithe troops are now all in from the camps, and the garrison consists of -— 











Garrison of Askabad— 
Sri, 4th Transeaspian Battalion, Geok Tepe Reserve Battalion, all 
about 800 men each, 





Ist, 2nd 
up to strength, i 


















‘Teman Cossacks, 400 strong. 

Ist Railway Batialion, 500 strong. 

‘A Field Battery, with QF, guns, There is another Field Battery too, but I 
could not make them out very clearly (Reserve Battery), 








Sarakhs Report. 


October 10 to 17.—Parties of infantry have been marching out from Sarakhs to 
various Turcoman encampments, and have senrebel for stolen goods, but without 
result, 

‘Phe robbers are still at lnrge in this and the Mery districts, and the road from 
Tejen to Sarakhs is so unsafe that the Governor of Sarakhs has engaged a special force 
of Tureomans at 20 roubles per man per month, to patrol the road, 

‘Whe relieved Cossacks from Karez, have gone on to Tejen, 





Mero Report. 





October 18.—A special train passed through B, carrying 400 men of the Ist and 
2nd Railway Battalions; these men liad come from duty at Askabad camp. 








October 19.—An accident hias occurred on the Kusbk line; a passenger train was 
derailed, 20 passengers injured, and 10 carriages badly damaged, 

October 21.—Twenty men of the Zerabulak Battalion passed B, 

October 22.—Thirty Kavkaz Cossacks left by Kushk train, 












By the 12th October, the last of the Mery troops had left Askabad and returned to 
Mery. The whole of the Merv garrison is now present at Mery, and is of normal strength, 





Each Infantry Battalion at Mery, and at Askabad too, has 40 horses for its seouts, 
besides horses for its machine-guns and their detachments. 


Kerki Report 


October 2—The Kerki troops have returned from the mancuyres at Kilif, and the 
present strength of the garrison of Kerki iss— 








10th: and 20th ‘Turkestan Battalions. 
400 meu, 4th (Orenburg) Cossacks, 





2 Batteries of Artillery, one of which was the 

iment of mounted Frontier Guard, 
Kerki Fortress Company, 400 strong, with 8 heavy guns}, Ae 
Tush ia oman’ Commpbayye0) rong, with 12 maahiabegunay) iho rote 


Twas only’ pe 
1am not able 
the artillery. 





d Field Battery. 














ssing throuzh Kerki, and had not much time to check these troops, 80 
‘rive their numbers in more detail, or to supply full particulars as’ to 








Termes Report, 


September 28.—News has beon received from Mazar-i that Muhamad Sarwar 
a Was arrested shortly after his return there (from Russian territory) and sent to 
fabul, 

When the Termez troops marched for Kilif they took four days to get off from 
the place, counting from the time the first party marched off to the time the last party 
left, they had so much trouble with their transport and general arrangements, 

he following is the detail of the troops who marched to Kilif 

Six hundred men of each of the four infantry battalions; euch bate 
company. behind 

Fach battalion had forty mounted scouts and two machine-guns with ten mounted 
men as detachment, 

oth Field Battery, with eight guns, 

2nd Orenburg Cossack Battery, with eight guns, 

‘ermez Kortress Artillery Company, with four heavy guns; these guns arc called 
by the Russians (lie gives a sketch of the muzzle of the gun, by 
which it appears to be a gun.—H. S,). 

‘Machine-gun company, 200 men, with twenty-four pack machine guns; two guns 
were carried on one horse; the ainmunition was partly carried on horses, vartly 
in carts. 

Mounted frontier guard, 200 men, 














n left one 



















































228 
Thi 
Each infantry battalion had as authorized transport sixteen two-wheeled 

Corea Satirist or tavient Ciena au eeieapmmeen oe Soren 
Dat they really had about 25 poods on them, Four covered transport earts to carry the 
nick, One covered cart for medical staff and medical stores. ‘Two transport earls for 
supply (see below for further details of supply). Besides this authorized transport each 
Dattalion had a miscellaneous collection of hired carts and camels as private transport 


‘The infantry were in marching order, earrying rolled great-coat, hi 
Bg fats ying great-cont, haversack, water: 





force had the following transport:— 














‘As regards supply, contractors undertook the whole of the task of suppl 
i 0 whol pplying th 
troops, the troops only drawing their supplies from the contractors and epariee em 
in thole uovaling camp bileens and samovars, ‘The contractors used Jal bred eats 
to bring in their supplies, but they were obliged to have 200 camels loaded wit 
provisions marching with the force, See ge caer 
Notice was given in advance to the officials of the Amir of Bokh 
Ihave forage ready av all the halting places. Br BUkhaye tor hem. to 
Besides the transport given above for the infantey, all other corp 
authorized proportion of one-horse two-wheeled carts. ‘There were not enough 
Government ores for thet carts, 40 200 horses had to be hired for this purpose, 
n the march the advance and rear-guard work was done by the ed § 
‘and machine-gun detachments. Dee ei mpectes ace 























had their 











Samarkand Report. 


October 10,—Fourteen cart-londs boxes rifle ammunition (t 

85 aT . u, x3 n (twelve boxes 

Ai 35 enous itary storey received fom Tashkent and fuel fare 
son tie ben earls gan ammunition and carloads clothing recived 


Octover 19.—The followin, 
Said Ahmad Bog. 
Muluamad Said, 
Nhinad_Ali Khan, son of Alam ‘Tosh Khan. 
Nava Khan, 

Agha Jamshedi “ Ishan” (Isha 


They were accompanied b 














Jamshedi Hlders arrived here by train from Mery :— 





means a certain rank of Mullah,—H. 8.). 


vem antl th Eiviaaane colnaieateanun ie te intoees 
Se aes th nonr Se g) e ed 
a ete ae er aL 
wad HO pia ea) have returned to Samarkand from outside camps, &e., 





























Garrison of Samarkand — 
bth, Gth, 7th ‘Lurkestan Battalions 
4 machine-gun 

8th Turkestan Battalion has returned to Katta Kurghan, 
Zerabulak Reserve Battalion, full strength ; no horses or guns, 
2nd ‘Transeaspian Railway Battalion, 400 men, 
Ind Ural Cossacks, 100 ine 
Tntendance, 50 men. 
Prisoners’ escort, 100 men, 


1 Battery 
aa ery f Bath full strength, 





full strength; each has $0 horses and 














In the fort is the Fortress Artillery Company, 500 strong, with 8 QP 
‘ 4 pany, 500 strong, with 8 Q.-P, fielde; 
ns heany machineguns, 2 oli hea guns, 2 ne heaty ives oe 
are also stored away is new (,-F, field-gi jal 
ed nf gto od anay eth fore ght nem OF Religens and ght ola 








(Sigued) I, SMYTH, Captain, 


Meshed, Qelober 31 1908. Atlary Attache: 
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Inclosure 3 in No 393. 





No. 45.—Diery of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending November 7, 1908, 





Summary of News. 
(Secret.) 

Ti has been given out that the reeruits for 1908-09 will arrive in Turkestan during 
the Russian months of November and December. Various preparations are being made 
for their reception, and some time-expired men are leaving their stations, but no general 
moyement is yet reported. 

2, Garrison reports from Merv and Charjui show both these garrisons to be fairly 
normal, Cossack ani machine-gun establishments being particularly well up to strength, 
if not alittle over it. Charjui explains something which has often puzzled. me, i.e., why 
strong detachments of other corps are nearly always present at Charjui; agent says 
they are there for duty as escorts to trains and steamers, 

3. The Russians are now putting a good deal of trust in the ‘Turcomans. Sarakhs 
reports the raising of fresh ‘Turcoman levies to protect the ‘Tejen—Sarakths road ; and 
Charjui reports the passing eastwards of 100 Tureoman Cossacks—so ngent calls them— 
for guard i 























ry at isolated stations, All this poiuts to a want of confidence in their own 
troops, and to fear of further outrages, 

4, Sarakhs agent, in reporting the arrival there of a new Intendanee officer, 
reminds us of the large supply business done by the Russians at Saraklis, wheat, barley, 
sheep, cattle, &e,, being brought fro Afghanistan and Persia, often from Afghanistan 
vid Persia too, and stored at Sarakhs, whence they are sent on to Mery, Kusbk, &c., a8 
required. 








“ Transcaspian Review.” 


October 28.—On the 22nd October, goods train No. 91 was stopped 2 vorsts short: 
of the Muruhab (River) by a broken axle, ‘Iwo wagons were damaged, and 30 sageens 
of the track were torn up. 

‘October 28—The Central Asian Railway authorities have been warned that a 
umber of recruits will be arriving (vik Krasnovodsk) during the months of November 
and December, aad that Krasnovousk and other stations must be prepared to supply 
them with hot meals, &e. 














‘Turkestan News. 







—At Tasiikent, on the 16th instant, there wore fifty-six enses of 
1 hospital, Ono fresh enso was admitted during the day, five were discharged, 
two died, fifty remained. 

‘Total since the beginn 
135 have recovered. 

October 21—-A Commission is going to Chieli, to inquire into the cause why the 
(1.0,) Railway has been so frequently washed away there, and why the Administration. 
jas been put to so much expense on that seetion with so little result, 

‘October 24.--A railway bridge has been burned near Mery Station, causing a 
temporary interruption of the line, 








+ 288 eases, of whom 102 have died and 





of the epidem 




















Askabad Report. 





October 17.—Kive hundred “railway” soldiers left by rail E.; these soldiers are 
ot recruits, they are going to their duty after the Askabad mancuvres, (See last 
week's Merv report, too, about these men.) 

October 21.—Fifty men of the Sth Turkestan Battalion passed E. 








Sarakhs Report. 








October 17-22.—An Intendance otficer has arrived from ‘Vejen, and has taken 
over charze of the supply “godowns”; he will be in charge of the large. business 
the Russians carry on ere, in buyin; of all kinds from Afghanistan and 











‘Dhirty more ogether, lave been engaged at 30 roubles 
a month, to zuard the Tejen ist thie attacks of bri 
‘Vhe strength of the garrison remains unchanged. 
























Todt 
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Mere Report. 





October 23.—Thirty men of the Sth ‘Turkestan Battalion passed E, 
October 24.—Forty Kavkaz Cossacks came in from W, 
October 28,—Nine trucks of forage came in from W. 


Garrison of Mero :— 
Gth Transeaspian Battalion, 800 strong. 
7th Transeaspian Battalion, 800 strong. 
Merv Reserve Battalion, 500 strong. 
‘Pranseaspian Sapper Battalion, 400 strong, 
4h Field. Battery, 400 strong, with eight guns, 
Kavkaz Cossack Regiment, 600 strong. 
Intendanee, 150 strong. 
Medical Corps, 150 strong. 
1st Railway Battalion, 100 strong. 
Frontier Guard, 100 strong. 












Fach of the rifle battalions has machine guns and mounted scouts, 
‘Phere is also a separate detachment of sixty men with horses and machine-guns 
(pack machine-gun company. —II. S. 
‘Phe total number of ninchine 





ins in Merv is seventeen 


Charjui Report, 






October 17.—Whree Iundred soldiers, including a number of sappers, came in by 
steamer from up stream, Some of these seemed to be time-expired men. 

October 18.—Four hundred men of the Ath Urenburg Cossacks, with one machine 
gun, came. in from ‘Tashkent (Vashkent reports their arrival from Orenburg in Diary 
No. 40); they stayed in Charjui four days, and then left for Kerki by road. 

October 30.—One hundred Turcoman Cossacks passed E, ‘They had rifles, but no 
horses, and were said to be for guard duty at railway stations, 

Gctober 21.—One hundred Kavkaz Cossacks passed E, 

‘Three h sxpired) men, including a number of the Pontoon Company, 
up stream, and leit E, 
Garrison of Charjuis— 
























ain 





17th Turkestan Battalion, 800 strong. 

Gth Parkestan Battalion, 200, strong, ‘This is a detachment on temporary duty 
hore, to furnish esvorts for the trains, 

19th Turkestan Battalion, 300 strong. ‘This detachment furnishes escorts for 
the steamers. 

2nd Railway Battalion, 800 strong. 

4th Orenbuirg Cossiieks, 200 strong. ‘These are part of the Cossacks who came 

from Kerkion the 16th October. 

Amu Darya flotilla, 500 strong, 

Frontier Guard, 60 strong. Th 
‘usual green colour, 

Machine-un party and artillerymens 100 together, with four machine-guns, 
‘md two old field-guns, 





















e men’s shoulder straps are black, not the 








Gigned) H. SMYTH, Captain, 
Military Attaché, 
Meshed, November 7, 1908, 








Inclosure 4 in No. 393. 





No, 46.—Di 





-y of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending November 14, 1908, 


Summary of News. 





(Socret,) 
KRASNOVODSK reports departure of 280 time-expired men, and arrival of eighty 
reeruits, 





Mery gives some further details of the troops who returned from Askabad in 
October, 
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3. A whole section of thirty men with the two non-commissioned officers in charge 
of the section, is being tried for having fired on General Mishehenko. ‘There does not 
appear to have been any large amount of premeditation in this attempt, as the men 
fired off the reserve ammunition which they carried as part of their marching order. 
They simply got a chance of shooting the General, and took it, regardless of the 

cal ‘certainty of detection, ‘This is a typical ease, illustrating both the 
recklessness of the Russian character, and the bad state of the Russian army. 

4, According to our Samarkand agent, Said Ahmad Bog and the other Jamshedis 
at Samarkand are giving the Russians a good deal of trouble with their intrigues, 
demands for money, &c. 














“ Transcaspian Review.” 


October 18-3 A collision occurred at Dushak station between two goods trains. 
Fight waggons and two cisterns were destroy ¢ 

Novenber 2.—Two Feldvebels and thirty soldiers are to be tried for shooting 
General Mishchenko—as this is the total number of men who were found to have 
fired ball ammunition, which they had no right to have fired. 

Novenber 3—The Imperial domains of Bairam Ali are wow declared free of 
cholera. 











Turkestan News. 


—Av ‘Tashkent on the 24th October there were forty-four cases of 
cholerain hospital. One fresh case was admitted during the day, three were discharged, 
two died, forty remained in hiospital, 

nce the bi f the epidemic: 306 cases, of whom 142 have died, 











Krasnovoilsk Report. 


‘The following time-expired men have passed through to Russia :— 


October 25.—One hundred men, Krasnovodsk Reserve Battalion, ftom Krasno- 
vodsk. 

Gclober 29.—One hundred Cossacks. ‘These were mostly artillerymen from the 
Kuban Cossack Battery at Kaka. 

October 31.—'Twenty ‘Transcaspian infantry. 

‘Ten men of the 18th ‘Turkestan Battalion, ‘ 








‘The following reeruits came in from Russia and left E. by rail:— 


October 28.—Ki: n the Kuban Cossack 
battery at Kahka, 





ty Kuban Cossacks with horses to j 





‘he following material has been sent E, :— 


October 21.—en trucks of sleepers and planks. 
October 22.—Five trucks of planks. 
October 28,—Bight trucks of sleepers and planks, 








October 25.—Kight trucks of sleepe 
October 27, —‘Ten trucks of planks. 
October 29.—Fourteen trucks of planks, 





October 31. —Four trucks of planks. 


Askabad Report. 


October 27-80.—1 went a round of the camps outside Askabad during these days, 
and found that the only troops left in them are detachments of infantry—total strength 
400-—left there to look after the various lines, sheds, &e., occupied by the troops during 
the summer. 

‘October 81.—One hundred men of the 2nd Railway Battalion passed through B, 

November &.—A quantity of stores eame in from W., and were removed from the 
station by Cossacks, 
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Chief of Potice has been sentenced to tyenty-five years Siberia in consequence, the 
cig ot cond Commissions to. inquire into every irregularity, from the collapse, of 
Biteay downwards. Half-a-dozen of these Commissions have eome to ‘Turkestan duFing 
Tarlac teelve months, but it is not often that they take such decisive action as this. 





| ‘Merv Report. 


October 29,—In my previous reports I omitted to mention that I afterwards found 
out that, on the night of the 20th October a train came from Askabad stayed in Merv 





H two hours and then went on to Kushk, ‘This train consisted of one 2nd, two 3rd, and i ‘an Rocio? 
| twenty-two 4th class carriages: it was a special train carrying men of various corps of Transcaspian Review 
| the Kushk garrison returning from Askabad. 1 also omitted to inform you that the November 6.—It is proposed to construct a line of telegraph from Krasnovodsk to 


total strength of the Mery field battery as it returned from Askabad, was: 140 artillery- 








] men, § guns, 15 waggons, 48 horses drawing guns, 45 horses attached to ammunition che cases of glanders have occurred in Askabad districts the horses were shot at 
! wagons, 16 horses drawing other vehicles, 95 spare (i.e. not harnessed to anything) poy ; 


| horses, 
| clover 80.—One hundred men of the 2nd Railway Battalion passed E. 

men of the convoy command (military police) came in from W., and were placed on 
duty at the prison. 
| Novenber l.—Sixty men of the Kushk Railway Company came in from W., and 
] left for Kishk on the rd instant, 

November 3.—Ven. trucks of sleepers came in from W. 

j Kushik. 





Jovember 8.—!This year, 1,500 desyatins were under cotton, us against 1,403 last 
year, in the Askabad district, Ae en 

The shortage of waggons on the ‘Tashkent Railway is enusing much trouble, all the 
stations being blockel by goods, mostly cotton and wheat, which the railway is nab 
to remove. 

"Aunther highway robbery has been committed between ‘Tejen and Sarakhs, a party 
of Ponta and ureoman wood-eutters having been robbed of all they possessed by 
band of fifteen ‘Turcoman robbers from the Doshakh distriet. ‘i 

November 10. Thamsomate, of the Japanese army, has been given 
peraissiom to vsit Tashkent, Andjan, Samarkand, Bokbara, Mery, and. Krasnovodsh, 
He is expected in the middle (end) of November. ‘i i 

Seer tnaphiha fountain has been struck at Baku, but it caught fie an hour after it 
began to spout, fl 

Nerenver 12,—A party of seventeen Cossacks tried to arrest: some robbers near 
Gurmab. in the Askabad district, ‘The robbers eseaped, but the Cossacks got four IE 
para tadia donkey, ‘The robbers got help from a village, and returned and fired on 
the Cossacks, but the Cossacks drove them oif in the end, 

‘General’ Mishchenko is expected in Keriiene on the 19th November, 











were sent through to 





Samarkand Report, 





Ovtoher 23-31. 

been sent W, by rail. 

‘Whe samsliedis here have applied to the Governor for some 

but he replied that he could not give them anything extra (je, extra to their keep) 

| without authority from ‘Tashkent. ‘These Jamshedis have become great friends of 

| Bitdar intake bans Whey (ee Jamshedis) are intrigaing with some people in 
forat, too. 

‘us from Kerki say that work on the Oxus Canal, from Bosagha towards Mery, 
mmmenced at the Bosayha end, but that the work has beer suspended for 
uls, as it was found that the cost of construction would be much greater than 
wis anticipated, ‘The same people say that the Russians intended to bridge the Ox 
about the same place, ie, between Kerki and Kilif, and that: they collected a certai 
} amount of bridging material for this purpose, but that this project has been abandoned 
I for the present too. 





ve eart-loads of tents have been taken out of store, and have 








ore cash for expenses, 


















Turkestan News. 
Novenlber 6.—At ‘Tashkent, on the 30th October, there wore 81 enses of cholera in 
hospital. the day, 1 fresh case was admitted, 4 discharged, 1 died leaving 27 


in hospital, ‘ 
TPilal since the beginning of the epidemic: 820 eases, of whom 148 have died, and 


146 have been discharged cured, 























I, SMYTH, Captain, 


‘Military Alache, 
Mesheil, November 1 





Krasnovodsk Report. 





November 1-8 —During the week the following material has been sent 2, 
0 trucks of sleepers. 
trucks of mixed sleopers and planks. A 
5 trucks of planks, 
5 trucks of rails 
10 trucks of rails and sleepers. 
(Ht is not suggested that raily and sleepers, were mixed fn tho sume, truck, 
only that agent omits to mention how many trucks contained rails and how many 
slecpers—H. S. 





Tnelosure 5 in No. 





No. 47.—Diury of Military Adtuché, Meshed, for week ending November 21, 1908. 








Summary of News. 
(Beoret,) 

ARRISON reports from Krasnovodsk and Kushk show these garrisons to be 
fairly normal, The only special rest is that 200 men of the Krasnovodsk 
Reserve Battalion are reported at Chikishlyars, this confirms previous news that {roops 

nusual numbers are being kept at the small stations on the Persian frontier on 
account of the disturbed stare of Azerbaijan, 

Iu spite of the newly-raised Turcoman levies, two more robberies by armed 
dans are reported between ejen and Sarakhs. ‘The Russians are planting a Baluch 
colony haltway between ‘ejen and Sarakhs, under a Chief named Muhammad Khan, 














‘A party of officers has arrived from Bakw and has gone 1, ‘These olicors constitute 
a special Commission sent from St, Petersburgh to inquire into various abuses reported 
in different parts of Turkestan, 

Garrison of Krasnovodsk— 
10 men Krasnovodsk Res 























weve Battalion, at Krasnovodsk, 


















Mhese are the same Baluchis who, when settled in Persia on the Hari Rud, just above 200 men Krasnovodsk Reserve Wattalion, at Chikishlyar, 
Vul-i-Kiatun, fought with both the Persians and the Russians for their water rights in 200 men (Ist) Railway Batt 


1902. ‘They ater 






y ils heeame reconciled with the Rus nd accepted service 
tnider tlem as a kind of frontier guard on the Russo-Afghan frontier, 
apparently nove being used to liclp the Russians to break up these band 
robbers. ‘This plin seems quite as likely to sueceed as that of paying 
robbers by employing parties of Turcomans to protect the roads, 

‘8, Our Kushk agent reports that a special Commission has just proved the existence 
of a huge conspiracy between the Russian police and those bands of robbers who have for 
so long terrorized the Mery, 'ejen, Sarakhs, and other distriets, and that the Merv 


Usual detachments of Frontier Guard, &c. 








‘hey are 
f Purcoman 
‘kmail to the 





Sarakhs Report. 











November Y—Seven mounted ‘Tarcoman robbers have driven off 800) sheep. and 
cattle from a place only about 15 verets from Sarakhs, ‘They killed to of the 
‘owners too. 


(1622, 30 
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November 7.—A Russian engineer arrived from Tejen; he took two head masons 
(or master builders) from Sarakhs and went on with them the next day to Pul-i- 
Khatun, 

‘November 9.—A sum of 900 roubles has been collected from the traders of 
Sarakhs as their contribution towards the upkeep of the special ‘Tureoman sowars 
engazed to protect the Tejen-Sarakhs road, It was explained that a similar sum is 
being collected from the traders of Merv and Sarakhs (2,700 roubles altogether) for 
the same purpose. 

"A year or two azo Gul Muhammad Khan Baluch, with his followers, eame into 
Russian’ territory from Persia, and was settled by the Russians at Ak Chashma to 
protect the fronticr, Now he and his followers, 200 Baluch families, have been 

ed from Ak Chashina, and have been given some xood fertile land (j.e., better 
than at AK: Chisima)/on the (Hari Rud) river about halfway between Tejen and 
araklis, 























Kushk Report. 





November 6.—There are now only sone 400 Jamshedis in the Kusbk district. All 
who could do so have slipped back quieily into Afghanistan, while a number of the 
Headmen have gone to Samarkand and ‘Tashkend, Most of the Jamshedis who are 
elt have their own cattle, sheep, norses, and other property with them; and all such 
Tamshedis are allowed to carry arms, and have been provided with rifles by the 
Russians, if they have none of their own, to defend their property against Afghan or 
‘Purcoman attacks, 

Some time ago the Russians began to. build some new barracks at Kushk, hut this 
work his been suspended by orders of the Governor-General, 

‘here are strict orders in force now prohibiting Afghans from entering Kushk Fort 
on any pretene 

‘November 10,—A special Commission of officers arrived at Mery a short time ago 
from St. Petersburgh to inquire into the lawlessness prevailing in the Mery district, 
‘he Commission has now found that an organized system of robbery is being carried 
‘on by the police in league with bands of robbers in the distriet. ‘The Commission has 
sentenced the Provost (2 Police Pristay ; writer uses the word * Provost,” but I cannot 
say if there is such an official at Mery.—H. $.) to twenty-five years’ penal servitude in 
i ‘ho local Railway Administration is panie-stricken at this sentence, as their 


























Sib 
peculation and maladministration are notorious, 
Garrison of Kushk— 


5th Kushk Reserve Battalion, 815 strong. 
Sth ranseaspian Battalion, G80 strong. 
Fortress Artillery Battalion, 450 strong. 
‘Pelegraph Company, 2 
Railway Company, 00 stro 
Engineer Park, $0 strong. 
Local Hospital Corps, 30 strong. 
Frontier Guard, 120 strong, 
Kaykivz Cossacks, 
Tntendance, 40 strong. 




















Samarkand Report. 





November 7.—Inspeetions are being made of the reservists resident in Samarkand 
town and district, and fresh descriptive rolls of them are being prepared. 

‘Whe Otficer Commanding the 'Termez section of the Frontier Guard has arrived 
here vith 100 of his men, and has bought 100 horses (for the Frontier Guard) in 
Samarkand, 

‘The Jamshedis have again petitioned the Governor for more cash. They are now 

i Samarkand district for themselves and for their followers 














‘he Governor's only reply to all these petitions is that he will refer them to 
‘Trshkenl. 
(Signed) U1, SMYIH, Captain, 
‘Military Attaché. 
Meshed, November 21, 1908, 









235 
[44374] No. 394. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 








Se St Petersburgh, Dreember 12, 1908, 
JL ISVOLSKY again mentioned to me recently the intention of the Persian 
Government to dispatch a Special’ Envoy to St. Petersburgh, and said that he had 
fnformed the Persian Minister that he had been surprised to hear that the Pnvoy, bad 
left Tehran, although the Russian Government had already explained that His Majesty 
the Emperor was not receiving visits of condolence on the death of the late Grand. Duke 
‘Mexis., He had intimated to the Persian Minister that, in such cireumstances, it was 
Somewhat unusnal to insist on a Special Mission being dispatched. ‘The Persian 
that_he would at once telegraph to ascertain whether the Envoy could be 
ped, but, as M. Isvolsky remarked, it would be difficult, for that gentleman. to 
ce his steps now that he had set out on his journey. I said that I believed, after 
t to St. Petersburgh, it was intended that the Special Envoy should proceed to 
Berlin to complain of the steps rece by Russia and Great Britain, but I 
( poth regard that portion of his Mission with equaninit 
E Isvolsky said that, as we were talking of Persian affairs, he would inform me 
de Hartwig was drawing upa Memorandum on the present sitnation in. Persia, 
eee ore irom dhaviatter that the great need of Dorwn at this moment 
onoy, and that, if some advance were made to pay the arrears duo to officials and 
the troops, under, of course, very strict, control, aus difficulty would he removed. 
M. de Hartwig was further of opinion that th fow capable men in Persia who 
could with advantage be to the Councils of the Shah, and he mentioned the name 
Of Nasr-uleMulk as an oxceedingly enlightened man, I said that 1 was acquainted with 
that gentleman, who had been educated at Oxford, and whose life had been saved from 
the Shak’s exeontioner when the Assembly was dissolved. He would, of course, 
require gunrantes for his safoty if he wore to return to Persia, M. lsvolaky added 
that the Grand Vizier, according to M, de Hartwig, was a person whose dismissal from 
fflice was most desirable. I said that this was also the opinion of Sir G. Barclay, who 
Considered that Amir Bebadur Jang could also be retired with much advantage to his 
country. 



































































Thayo, &. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 


Se 


[44383] No. 
Sir A. Nicolson (o Sir Hdiward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 





(No. 586.) 











m1 
ning to Persia, 
h 






prospect for the 7 
Highness had already left N 




















back to Pes I for the present I was 
some further news from ‘Tehran which might explain matters. 

nay mention that Lhaye not received the two telegrams of Sir (. Barclay, which 
evidently refer to the recall of the Zil-osSultan, I told M. Isvolsky that J would speak 





again to him on the subject when I was better posted as to the reason of the Zil's 
return, All that I wished to do at present was to explain that the matter had come as 
a surprise to His Majesty's Government, and that they were prepared to give a serious 
warning to the Zil-es-Sultan, 








Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON 


Since writing the above T have received the two telegrams from Sir 
nd as the latter states that there is no need for action, I propose to inquire 
dinky whether he would wish is or not to give the warning {have mentioned, 
inion that he would be content to leave matters as th 


































































































































[44387] No. 396. 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
(No. 590.) 
Sir, 






situation at Vehnan. Tp 
s evading his promises, and had set up a Counc 
no possible. benefit could be expected. 
Thad been given to lim had taken no steps to promulgate an 

{inctly disinclined to convoke an Assembly; and had ignored 



















electoral lay 









all qu mnesty to the Tabreez people. My Government were of opinion 
that some tangible prot should be given to the Shah that he couldl not be permitted 
o with t ntations whieh had been made to him. He had, 1 said, 








to neeive the two Dragomans, and that the British and Russian Repres 
consequently putting into a Memorandum. the remonstrances which the 
omnis, would haye personally made to His Majesty. ‘The two Le iad 
Dac working admirably toxother, but their protestations and remonstrances appeared 
to have little fleet. 

said that he 














i's of Persia, 
Tsaid that quite understood that attitude, but T would point out to 
thore was no necessity for the present to go further than we had alreuly 
to me that it was ential that hoth Legations. should persistently 
te to urge the Shak to act up to lis engagements, and to impress on him 
expect his country to be The had Tulfilled the conditions w 
il previously mentioned, L was sure that his Excelleney would appreciate this, 
Protestations were haying little oF no effect, L thought that the shal should be 
given clearly to understand that neither Russia nor Great Britain would allow 
indutinitely their advice to be ignored. 

M, IsvolsI in what manner did T propose to bring tt is home to the Shah? 
Had my Govern gest? Lsaid that my Government liad atone 
time had the idea of Russia and Great Brit ‘ain seizing the Customs in the north and. 
out! Whis measure might possibly he brought forward again. 

M. Isvolsky said he would think over what [ had mention and would talk 
over the matter with M, de Hartwig, who was preparing a Memorandum on the 
Giewation in Persia, and as to what means might be taken to remedy it, His view was 
that one of ie principal neods of Persia was money. I told M. Isyolky that 
T was sure we should not adva sixpence it it circumstance ‘The Shah 
ust coupletely change his present attitude before we eoulll even entertain the 
proposil to maki noney advances. [asked what he proposed to do as rega 
pecial Bnyoy of the Shah, who had just arrived in St: Pete burgh 
MM. Isvolsky said that he had not ase in what eapa 
How, He did not know whether he had any credertials properly, a 
but heb otter fi fh ‘The P 
tor himself hid not yet. hee sent his credentials, and 
Tull this hud been aeconiplished hy would not deal with the Special Envoy. If. the 
i for the Emperor, some means could be found for transi 
Ls any ease that the reception to be a 
‘oy would be a cold one. 

His Uxcelleney said I could 



















































































































st assured that it would not be a cordial one. He 
vould like, he auded, to ask M. de Hartwig to eall upow mie to talk over Bersian affairs, 
said that T would he very happy to see him. 
Till reear to the question of the Special Envoy, and 1 think I ean now, without 
tuggest that unless he is properly averedited, he should not be received in 
TET aid uot think it prudent to raise this point ut my interview of this 












morning. 
Lhave, Se. 


(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 














23; 










(44391) No. 397. 


65 Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 21.) 








. St, Petersburgh, December 17, 19 
{HAVE the Honour io transmit herewith copy of an iden enaite Gish Tarte 
to M Tovolshy yesterday in regard to tho negotiations whieh Sir G, Barclay was under- 
faldog with a vie of the Tmperial Bauk of Paria obtaining 9 Tien on the customs 
T told his Excellency that I understood that M. Sabline was ing Si 

to Heney tha xd that M, Sabl supporting Sir G. 
Barclay’s representations, but that perhaps a telegram from ho Rae eae en a 
so would strengtlien his hands. M. Isvolsky said that he would look into the matter, 

__ Thavo, &e. 

(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON, 





































Tnclosure in No. 397. 


Aide-Mémoire communicated by Sir A. Nicolson to M. Isvolsky. 


came 
wanshah, 






‘Tho Bri 
ilar to that 





Minister has boon 
which was lately in force for the Bank of Persia at Kermanshah. By th s 

the bank rotained’ cach imoutl mulifont funds to ect, tio interote aco Seas 
loans.” dn ondor to avoil a situation arising such as is contemplated in, Avticl 
of the Convention of 1907 relating to, Persia, His Majesty's Embassy would bo glad 
if Jntructions werg sent to the Russian Chargé Aires at Teran to support the 
ritish Minister in obtaining a satisfactory solution of the question, 


St, Petersburgh, December 3 (LG), 1908. 




















































(44392) Ne 












Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey—(Received December 21.) 






| St. Petersburgh, December 17, 1908. 
esterday in regard to the Persian special Envoy, 
red to bo without any proper credentials, and as the Russian 
Gover ‘I deprecated his visit, it would be @ good lesson’ to the Shahi if the 
Emperor worst detin to recive hin, ML, Isvolhy sid nd aot et eon the 
Envoy, and that when the Persian Minister had presented his credentials he intended 
pacer ore prviay tho ofl charactor al objot of the special mission, He 
aid not wish to be unl ° to ho too amiable towards tho 
y 5 ad he to pursuo, -M.de Hart 
had seen the E old ebranlacqusialaned, andind wai hu Hi waa 6 
man of no grcat importance, ‘The Envoy had mentioned to M, de Harivig that ho 
hoped that the British and Russian Goveraments would not presé the Shah too much, 
as His Majesty was really animated by the most sincere desire to establish a liberal 
Constitution, The Persian Minister, on the other hand, had asked M. Isvolsky. to 
continue to employ as muich pressure as possible on. the Shah, M, Isvolsky remarked 
that it was characteristic two Persian Envoys speaking in totally different tones. 
Thave, &e, 
(Gigued) "A. NICOLSON. 



























































































sir G. Lowther to Sir Bidirard Grey.—(Teceived December 21.) 


Constantinople, December 15, 
1 of the 4th instant, [ 





WITIT reference to mv despatch No. 
forward herewith a despateh fr i 
further on the protest of the Ulemas of Nedjet 








t the entry of Russian troops into 


GERARD LOWTHER. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 





Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay to Government of Inia, 





|, November 12, 1908, 
IN continuation of my letter dated the 2nd November, 1908, Uh 
ih November Mirz 
with an imposing 
document of which 1 
Persian frontier by Rus 
y anxious that should telegraph th 

T pointed out that it was di 
inent residents of ‘Turkey had to protest on 1 

, i Russia dil anyth 

fd, it would be more reasonable 
Consul-Genoral, 
‘hose gentlemen haye & very 
iY T would meet their wishes to tt 
to Constantinople, [was es 
Goverment was not likely to 













nted mo with th 











eet to London, but this 1d 





If of the Persian 
or was going to do anyth 
mn to lodge their prote 








oi idea of their own importan 








iderstand that in my opinion the British 
li tape for 
ISAY, Liewtenant- Colonel, Potitical 
Resiwient in Turkish Arabia, and Hix 


Britaunic. Majesty's Consul-General, 








Inclosure 2 in No. 


‘Transtution of 0 Document from the Wt figious Heads of the Persian 
to Liewtenint-Colonel Ramsay, dated Tih Shawall, 13 


the following to # 





notice of the Bri 
that the Russian Govern 
froutiers of Azerbaij 












tions 16 cross (or transeross) fl 
eine made to di 











tre, and if (also 
ng thei subjects, the Con 





pretence of, protec Is of the Great Powers at 














Evevellond grep z to protect them in a complete 
iil) Heads of the Persian nati 
ey should protect all the foreign subject i 


07 eased no loss of 











ts at all to the Ri 





Persians of ‘Tab 








is for vompliane 
t Powers Know that Persia is olf 
Shalt has (or the Russians 
stud hy the Lace Mi 


of Hlis Majesty Mub 
ly (a constitutional (count 
uigainst the Constibition whieh 

















ain, and the only intent 





the right of establish 





‘ational Conneil (or Parliament) 
They re not rebellious and insubordinate. 


to. preserve” the basis of the Constitition. 
nl their logal rights, 








239 


Such being the case, what right have the Rn 
prevented them (ie., the Po 
the internal affairs of Persia ? 

If this is trie, we, the Religious (Spiritual) Heads of the Persian nation, beg to 
bring our objection concerning this effort of the Russians to the notice of the British 
Government, who are. the or of justice among all nations, and submit this 
protest fn writing, and request that the powerful British Government may generously 
bestow care to remove this legal (or unjust) aggression and alll interferences of the 
Russian Government in Persia, 








ian Government that the 
5) from demanding their rights and are interfi 























The Rel 
(Seals of Abd 
Khorasss 


Heads of the Persian Nation, 
Mavandarani, Muhammad. I 
nd Muhammed Hussein ‘Teler 
Khalil.) 










imal 
ani, Son 





Tn tho Name 


of God! 





T request all the Great (Strong) Powers (the Kings) of the world to bestow 
nor supreme, rosa) care reganting the He of agirevsions by tho tusian 
ament in Azerbaijan, if itis It nly contrary 
rules, ‘They should turn them (the Russians) back. 
Written by the Raji, son of Sadr 
(Abnduhn Tsmae 

















(44604) No, 100. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir 





dard Grey.—(Received December 21.) 





P St. Petershurgh, December 21, 1908. 
i 
‘This afternoon 1 rece 
He th 
wonld cease 
steps to prom 








ved a visit from M. de Hartwig. 
that the Shuli’s hesitation to act on th 
re held ont to hi 

















of his taking in 
‘onable Tines and to convoke an As 
lt possi forded to him by the tivo Coy 
expenditure of which should be strictly controlled, should aiot, in 
pinion, exceed an advance of 400,000L.”M. de Hartwig thinks that, 
ree were made, pressure for the removal of the worst of 
conld then be applied effecti He feels convinced: that: contin 
ion will cither lead to”anarchy, by which intervention au 
ble, or that the Shah will turn in his urgent need to Germany and, in 
ids, surrender 
Ubelieve, 










































M, Iavolsky of M. de Hart 








(44603) No. 101, 


Sir @. Lavether ta Sir Edward Grey. —(Kecorved December 21.) 






Dy Be. Constantinople, December 2 
onmned by the Minister for Forciign Affairs that, according to the telegrams 
received from ‘Tehran, ¢ Parkisly Embassy are not forty only. 
ber, as stated in Sir G No. 145 of the 21st instant, but 
¢ crowils of Nationalists, ation with the Grand Vizier he 

had not foul it possible to refuse to grant them asylum, in view of the fact that they 
were in dauger of their live 





108, 
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(44412) No, 402. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
(No. 444.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION in Azerbaijan, 
Mr, Wratislaw reports that there is renewed talk in Tabreez of autonomy. 
ed-Dovleh is making an attempt to cut off the supply of provisions to Tabreez, 
and itis probable that the Nationalists in force will attack his camp. 
Tt is also probable that there will be a fight between the Nati 
and the Royalists at Maraza, 


Tehran, December 21, 1908. 












lists at Ghogan 








(44492) No. 403. 


is Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
No, 415.) 
(Pelegraphie PB, Tehran, December 21, 1908. 
HPUATION at Tehran. 

orty Nationalists, who incl 1% Mujtehid, have sought the protection of 
‘urkish Embassy, and are now in refuge there, 
Tsuspeet that this * bast” has ered by the Turkish Chargé d’Affaires, 
with the cognizance of tho doyen, the Austrian Minister. I propose to impress upon 
the former that political ** bast” should couraged, and Tshould be glad if some 
hint could be given him from Constantinople on this point, 

It would be undesirable that the ‘Turkish Embassy should have the eredit of 
Dringing the Shah to reason ata time when our joint representations seem at last to 
bo producing, komo eff 


















the 1 























(44344) No. 404, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, 


Be 
of Zil-es-Sultan to Persia. 
See your telegram No. 111 of the 19th instant. 
‘The Russian Government have acqu J in the joint communication to the 
When it is made I | have done all I desire, which is to divest us of any obligation 
to protect tho Zil on his return to Porsia and from any responsibility for 


Foreign Office, December 21, 1908. 















(44343) 





No. 105. 


Sir Edward Grey (o Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Office, December 21, 1908. 








We havo received most satisfactory information from Ellinger. He says that he 
Jus just signed a contract for the sale Of the Hormuz oxide with Andrew Weir, ‘The 
eontracts hold good for three years. 

his being so you might, if you see no objection, ask th 
Firman for Siri atid the other islands (see my telegram No. 











Ioin to. show you the 
of the Sth instant). 








[44735] No. 406. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 22.) 
(No. 810.) 











(Melozraphie.) P. St. Petersburgh, December 22, 1908, 
PERSIAN Special Envoy, 
Tain informed by ML. Isvolsky that the Emperor will not receive the Special Envoy. 





M. Isvolsky himself will sco him, and says that he will use plain language to him on 
subject of the state of alfairs prevailing in Persia at the present moment. 
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[44815] No, 407. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office—(Received December 23.) 
Sir, India Office, Dicember 2: : 
I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward herewith, for the 
information of Sir Edward Grey, a copy of a Report by the Director-in-chief, Indo- 






European Telegraph Department, on the subject of a request by the Pe 

of Telograplis at Tehran that the Indo-European Telegraph Department should excet a 

secoud wire from Tehran to Shahrnd, on the ‘Vehran~Meshed line. i 

Tam to inquire whether ard Grey is of opinion that the Director-in-chiot 
shouldbe instructed to carry out the work as proposed. | 
am, &e, 

(Signed) . R. BUCHAN. 


ister 























Inclosure in No. 407, 





Report by Director-in-Chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, dated December 4, 1908, 


















A TELEGRAM thas reached me from the Director of Telegraphs at Tehran to 
say that the Persian Minister of ‘Telegraphs was now calling for the erection of the 
second. w ‘Tehran to Shahrud, a station on the ‘Tchran-Meshed line some 
260 miles frou 1 


In July 





the Director of Telegraphs that 
Government had sanctioned this work being carried out, saying that the material 
required would be obtained from Russia, though, but for the greater distan 
have been far preferable to obt a stores from India, Ho added that his Govern« 












him to comp 2 On this I tlographed to. the 
Porsinn Telegraph Adi 
the work, On the 16th 





vessary to pay all © 
tolegraphied that the 
«i was, asking that the erection of 
ply to an inquiry from me, the Director 
yout the distribution of the material during 
ct the wire in March next, and that the Persian Ministor 
‘arrangement, 
1 told th in Government have no. parti 
second wire, but that the Russians are anxious to obtain i 
appears to ine that if the Per 
funds, whieh they report they 
Department to put up th 






November the Direc 





‘aplis can provide funds, 
In 





re should be commen 















desire for this 
for their own purposes, It 
‘Telegraph Adiinistration can supply the necessary 
indo only sani Tox tio Tade-tnrenean lesa 

fay that has been proposed fusal to have 




















anything to do with the work would probably make tho Porsian Ministor ask for 
Russian assistance to complete it, 








(44857) No. 408. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 23.) 


Sir, h 

IN reply to your letter 
Memorandum by the Director-in- 
the questions raised in Sir G, Barely 





lia Office, December 22, 1908, 
nl, Lam directed to inelose copy of a 
fief of the Indo-European Velegraphy Department o 
s telegram No, 428 and Sir A. Nicolson's tele 
No. 20 as to tlie steps to be taken to secure the control of the Arabistan telegraph line 
in conuection with the question of the extension of the Concessions of the Indo. 
European hy Departmen 
Mr. Kirk's proposals may be summa 
On the receipt from the Persian M 



























das follow 





ter of elegraphs of the proposal referred to 
in Sir G, Barclay’ telezran, the Inlo-Buropean ‘elegraph Departinent would be 
prepared to accept it. and, provided the Persian Telegraph Department undertike to 
procure au extension of the Concessions till 1945, would oifer in the rst insianee to 


{i622 3Q 




















TT 





—— 
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(44885) No, 409. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 23.) 


Sir, India Office, December 23, 1908. 

TN reply to your letter of the 21st instant, I ain directed to say that Viseount 
Morley. concurs in the terms of the draft telegram which Sir E. Grey, proposes to 
address to His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh as to the conditions under 
Which Ilis Majesty's Government would be prepared to considers, jointly with the 
Juusian Government, the question of guaranteeing the interest of a loan to the 
ment, covered by adequate security. 























GODLEY. 
(44940) No, 410. 
Sir F, Bertie to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received December 23.) 
(No. 113.) [By Post] 


(Poloxraphie,) En elair, Paris, December 22, 1908. 
PRRSIA, 
Your telograms Nos, 300 and 302 of the 18 
‘ho Russian Ambassalor is telographing to 
in which T concur, of our interview of this afternoon with the 
‘P)Anibassadour d’Angleterre et moi avons fait & Zilli Sultan Ia communication 
reverie, Ta répondia qu’ parti du eonsentement du Schah pour quelques 
i rant regu par son frore ot par le ¢ Vordre de Sa Majesté 
Gir, ct a aussitot quitté 
cola, il ne retourn 
















h the following account, 
Sultan :— 




































‘ontrer_ ih 
Nicos quoiquc 
ps, quelle. 80 
conduit dos in 
‘voulait rechereher ni he 
ot de: soigner ses ints 











‘ila pour 1 
igdevis du Schah et du 





it sa position 
prétations del 
wins ni pouvoir, il n’ayait en vue q 
(qui sont en souffrance, malyré la protecti 
Xe youlant. gudre se priver do ectte protection 
Gouvernements ct so déclarait prot i Te su 
pour un séjour Timité ou apres un certain laps 
it. Mais ill ui ble de devoir résidor 
sa position indécise 
it sir que les ordres ver 


















one pont 
s'y conformerait 
indéliniment A. Vétranger 
doinandé Zilli Sultan gil ¢t 
leonque pour spe 

du Sadrazan sas 
allions réfirer & nos 
























que des 
Gland 








[44941| No. Hi, 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edinard Grey. —(Received December 28 









Paris, December 22, 1908, 





reported in my telegram 
anied as an adversary by 
ively, but nothi 
South he naturally 
he would have fayoure 
wessaty for the weak 
on frivnilly terms with the steo 7e him guarantees 
for his life and family and property, We said that in an autoeratic country such as 
Porsin what was given one day might be taken away 
over to his sister on the demand, so he was told, of th 
mado on his bebalf to the British Legation a 


Dut nothing was done and no answer was made, 


In the course of tiie interview with 

No. 113 of toalay, hie said that for forty 

Shiahs, bis father, his brother, and his nepl 

proved against him. As he was Goyernor in th 

tho Enulish, who were neighbours, in the same way th 
e hid been Governor i 









































st this seizure by his sister, 
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(44741) No. 412. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received December 23.) 

(No. 446.) 
ph 






Tehran, December 22, 1908. 





hal: and Constitution. 
Further representations were made by the two Legations yesterday in order to 
forestall further efforts on the part of the Turkish Chargé d’Affaires to interfere in 
Persian affairs, and also because it was known that the Shah was wavering. 
ie Grand Vizier received the two dragomans, who urged that the Shah should 
onder the Council, to which a few good men should be added, to complete tho Electoral 
Law whi Majesty, before the demonstration of the 7th November, reported in my 
telegram No, 366 of the Sth November, had been about to publish. ‘The dragomans 
inferred from the Grand Vizier's attitude that the Shah was on the point of yielding, 
‘and he undertook to convey our representations to His Majesty. 
Shalt sent to the Russian Legation last night to inquire whether, if le followed 
ons would give The nature of the 





















s he governs as 

guarantee ing the dragom 

fives cannot give it without orders from their Governments, 

‘expected that the Shah will receive the dragomans in audience this afternoon. 
, to receive from His Majesty an under- 









It 
We hope, should the Shah follow our ady 
taking which will enablo us to obtain the withdrawal of those in refuge at the Turkish 
Embassy, so that Anglo-Russian co-operation, and not the ‘Turkish Embassy, may get 
the credit of persuading the Shah to carry out his undertakings. 











[44888] No, 413. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 23 





) 
P. Teliran, December 23, 1908. 






(Pelegraphie.) P 
SHAH told the two drago 
red it to be und 







ajesty sent yestorday, that he 
cos that he was resolved to fulfil 
thon the people, by taking hast 
His Majesty was anxious not to 


ans, for whom His 









have the appea 


Mr. Churchill, in response toa request for read to His Majesty the 











ass in my telegram No. After taking these down 
in P Shah suggested the additional inclusion of an admission that the last 










‘and throne so lonj 





failure, and of guarantees for his fa 
as he governed asa Con: Sovereign. ‘To this the to dragomaus replie 
‘dno authorization, to give the assurances otherwise than as they stood. 
Tn reply to a request for them in writing, His Majesty was informed that instructions 
would he requisite for the purpose. 
Tt seemed as if the Shah was quite prepared to follow our advice (please see my 
telegram No. 46 above roferred to), and to furnish us with an undertaking in writing 
avo shouldbe euabled to obtain the withdraval from the Turkish Kinbassy 
there. 


















we two. dragoman: 
ter for Forel 
‘on the day. follwing the 
script providing for the 
of 
at 








withdrawal of the refugees 
elaboration, by a Committee selected by His Majesty and comprised in the Coun 
State, of an Electoral Law.” The Minister for Fereign Affairs is to retain this sta 
after it has been shown to-day to a delegate from the two Legations. 














BR 
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I presume there can be no question of granting the Shah a guarantee for his 





throne, though T gather that. it would be welcome to the Russian Legation. I should, 
however, he glad to receive instructions in regard to according the written assurance 





desired by His Majesty. 





(44889) No.4. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 23.) 
(No, 448) 
(Helezraphie.) P. ‘Tehran, December 23, 1908. 
Please refer to your telegram No. 363 of the 21st instant 
‘who says that he cannot just now show me the other ans in his: 
possession, the Firman of 1904 is the or ‘one in which any places are 
mentioned by name. (the date of the F rugraph of my 
telegram No, 412 of the 20th instant shi 1904, 
ave heen careful not to mention to Moin any of the three islands 
your telegram, for fear of his opposing Strick’s phins, though it is less 
Avoid antagonizing him since the signature of the contract rogarding, Horn 
Moin is probably opposing the negotiations of the representative of the 
firm ax rogards the Sinri Concession. Anyhow, they are not progressing. 
‘The amount of the annual payment stated in the last paragraph of my telegram 
No, 439 is correct, 
















































[44885] A 
sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
Wo. i 
(Welozraphic.) DP. Foreign Office, December 23, 1908. 
FINANGIAL, question and Constitution in Persia, Seo telegram from ‘Tehran 





No. 140 of the 17th instant. 
His Majesty's Government aro. prepared, if the Shi 
inquire into it and to consider whether it would be poss 
thomnselves in a joint guaranteo of the inte from 
Joan; they would, however, only do this: after assurances t 
Logations from M. Bizot tht, Having: thoronghly invest 
that it is necessary and desirable that a loan should be 
mentean on no account go further than this, and antil the issued an Electoral 
Taw an fixed an a express no opinion. Tn any case 
they could not entertain the question until s guarantees were provided for 
the ase to-which the money would be put and a Constitution working. 
ted Ww ni in informing him you 
should refi to despatch No, 251 of the LOth September, 1908, from Mr. Marling and 
‘adil that, iF such a measure appe inion be better 
to abandon the project of a loan, even shen th 













jn raises the question, to 
ble for them to associate 
sulliciently well secured 











































(44929) a 


‘The Bersin Committee to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rereived December 24.) 


. 116. 





5 6, Thames Chombers, Adeiphi, London (undated). 
J HLAVE the honour to. send you, by direction of the Executive of the Persia 
Committe, which was formed at a meeting held at the Honse of Commons on the 
1th December, a Memorial signed by the ollicers of the Executive. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) R. H. GRETTON, 


Honorary Secretary, 











ee 
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Tnclosure in No. 416. 





Siemonial adresse ly the Persia Committee to Sir Edward Grey. 


to cortain features of the situation in Pe 
anxiety. Our sympathies have heen evol 
ffect, the regeneration of their country 
iy’s Governn 

titude as one of no 
jntenance of the intogri 
objects of the Anglo-Itu 
and objects of Great Br nid Rus 

ia is afforded hy the communi 
nister for Foreign, Affairs 
copy? Thea 
bot Powers, 
affairs in her own 

tion. 

, however, that Great Britain 
de ton 






















and independence of 
n Conyentio 














ees contained therein 





0 the 











nd 








respous 
intervene in Northern Persia, and 
to follow as a result of 
of the responsibility. This isa disqu 
would yenture to bring to your notic 


















officers in Persia since th 
discuss the nature of these actions, since they hia 
for the foreign relations of Russia, 
ment will take prompt me 
‘As regards the Russian of 
it seeins obvious that the 
conilicts between the forces of the Roy, 
As regards the future of the 1 
His Majesty's Government, in concort with the Gov 
upon the Shahi the vot 
restoring the Constitut 
and that may grant any 
Shah's promises have been redeemed 
should be freely elected, and thi 
fina It has not. eseaped your notice that the 
need to be accompanied by an ammesty for, politica 
capable aud independent members of the Constitu 
ile or in revolt, 
Tn conclusion, w 
rated Pe 











res to render: thei 





















































sense. Moreover, 
rate the 





Committee, we respectfully des 


of anxiety arises out of the actions of Rv 
Convention was signed. 


ts and Constitutions 
sian State, we have noted with satist 


Jhering to his promis 
mn, We trust that there may be no weaker 

or ioral assistane 
fe rogard it as ossontial that th 
it should possess effective control over the national 





» 





a fo) 


The most detailed e 
a under the Convent 
ation sent by our represent 


self-den, 

















You 


ention, have 


pen 











to invite your attention 


ia which seem to us to afford ground for 
the efforts of the Pers 
> have duly noted the attitude adopted 
in relation to these efforts, 
itervention in Persian affairs, and you have stated that the 





people to 


have yourself describe 








ins one of the principal 

position of the aims, 
th ations to 
ive at Tehran 10 the 








1 the autumn of 1907, of which we inclose a 
ing: nature of the polic 
nil of their desire that Persia should be left free to ma 
without the fear of foreign inte 


of 
se hor own 
mused tis the 









ve signed a Convention 
rds Persia would seem to render both of these Powers 
‘ia by one of them, Tf, for i 
as would probably: 
nition, Creat Britain. would hi 
jeting feature of the p 


stance, Russia were’ to 
‘grave events were 
ve to hear her share 
ont situation whielt we 











an agents and Russian 
ire at present to 


hoon disowned hy those responsible 





‘ernment o! 


stot 





restor 
al fi 


tion 








tionalist p 





ances, since ni 


We confidently hope that the Russian Govern- 
ociirrence impossible 

, who were lent to the Shah for instrioti 

should be confined to a, stri 





1 the future, 
I purposes, 
weutral attitude in any 











tion that 
f Russia, have impressod 
he Persian people and of 

ing of this attitude, 
to Per 








ses will 
yy of thie most 
present either 


1 of these. privil 








rly are a 


perhaps be permitted to express our belief that hopes for 
present be bound up with the su 
ved among a peop! 
oat benelits for eivilization in the 

iu and Russia, ib would be dif 
ion, inasmuch ss one of the chief 


8 of the Constitie 
ily. gifted 





80 11 








largest: 
ult, 10 over= 








‘onirees of 





friction between these two Powors would be removed by the formation of a strong and 


independent Persia 
one side and the Asi 





tablel 





upon the grea 





We 
(Signed) 





re, 


(Signed) 
(Signed) 


(Signed) 





Ke. 
LAMING' 


H.R B. 
Charen 


EDWART 
R, H. GR 





Jwhich is situated between Thdia on the 
sssions of Russia on the other. 


TON, 
President, 


LYNCH, 


of Keecutine Committee, 


)G. BROWNE, 
Vice-Chairman, 

"TON, 

Honorary Secvelary 
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(44981) No. 417. 

Sir G. Barelay (o Sir Edward Grey. —(Received December 24.) 

(No, 449.) — 

Telegraphic.) P. 

ce TARSIAN Special Mission to St. Petersburgh. ‘ae ine 
In the event of Ala-ul-Mulk proceeding to Berlin after his stay in St, Petersburgh, 

it is important not to overlook the possibility of his seeking German financial assistance 

for the Persian Government, 


‘Tehran, December 24, 1908. 




















(44982) No. 418. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 







(No, 450. 


(Me Tehran, December 24, 1908. 





phic.) Py cay 
nd Constitution. 5 ‘ 
‘promise of the Grand’ Vizier, whieh I reported in 
date, hias not been fulfilled, and we are to-day m 





elogram No. 447 of 
arther representa- 












‘\t the Turkish Embassy there are now some 250 people in refuge. ‘The Austrian 
Minister his lodged in a house adjoining his Legation some others who have sought his 
rotection, " fen 
Pret tio ag Tknow) the other Tegations are refusing applications of persons who 
desire to take refuge. 











(44604) No. 419, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 








Pi Foreign Office, December 24, 1908. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance to Persia, . 

Please seo Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 261 of the 10th instant, A 

T should prefer to wait until a Constitution has beon established before making. 
an advance tothe Shah, (See your telegram No. 309 of the 2st instant.) Moreover, 
T lo not think it advisable to commit ourselves before ug the views of the 
or, In tho meantime Tam in consultation with the India Office as to 
» of our share of tho suggested loan of 100,001. 































{44940} No. 120. 


Sir Edward Grey (o Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 674.) 
(Pole geaphi 






P. Foreign Office, December 24, 1908. 
ES-SULTAN, " ae’ 
jan Ambassador has telegraphed to his Government account of interview, in 
which Sir I, Bertie agreos. As they requost instructions, please telegraph views of 
Russian Government, 












(44060) No. 421. 


Foreign Office to Messrs. Dizon and Co. 
Foreiyn Office, December 24, 1908. 


Edward Grey to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
and the present position of 


Gentlemen, 
1AM directed by Secretary Sir Ed r 
of the 16th instant respecting the situation in Pers 
British trade in that county fs 
Tn reply, Lam to inforin you that Sir B, Grey is aware of the state of insecur 
the roads there, and that His Majesty's Minister at 'ebran is giving his attention to the 
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t. It is to be feared, however, that it would not be practicable to propose to the 

n Government any such measure as is suggested in your letter. 
Tam, &c, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLBY, 























(45028) 






No. 422, 













Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 25.) 


























(No. 311.) 
(Telegrap) 
YE 








goveramient wi 
me as a man of no 
He told me that he would 
most pressing necessity for 

s Sir G. Barclay 


ig them a Constitution on modern lines, The Enyoy struck 

‘put he evidently does not wish to go back empty, handed, 
other European capitals, and said that money was the 

country, so I dare say he will sock financial aid from 

jimates. 

jew with M. Isvolsky to-morrow, when I will speak to 

bout the Zil-es-Sultan and about other matters connected with Persia, His 
is to make his statement in the Duma to-day, and is therefore invisible 














No. 





23, 


Telivan, Decenber 2, 1908, 


the two dra 
ng failed to fu 
promised them, showed himself unexpectedly st 
about the laws of Isham being opposed to élection by the people. Ata moment whon 
i seemed on the point of yielding to our representations I cannot account for 

ige of attitude on the part of the Grand 

refugees a 
h Embassy, and they decline to 
‘on Wedne 





mans visited yesterday in order to 
nish the written undertaking he had 
born, and used all the old arguments 

















ation have left, but there aré 
ve, though I informed the 
day of the Shah's assurances, 





till 250 at the 
rkish Chargé 














No. 424, 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 
Ry 

RETURN of Zil-es-Sultan to Persia. 

T saw M, Involsky to-lay, and asked his Excellency what 





St, Petersburgh, December 26, 1908. 






ere as to the 















—— 








Zil returning to Porsia in the present state of aflairs. We had some cot 
the subject, and then M, Isvolsky proposed that a message should be se 
the effect that the British and Russian Governments would prefer that he should 
remain in Europe until, at any rate, a more normal and stable state of affairs had 
been established in Persia. A telegram in this sense is being sent to the Russian 
Ambassador and M. Isvolsky expressed a hope that you would agree to instruct 
Sir F. Bertic Ttscoms that the Zil-es-Sulian has said that he will act 
in accordance with whatever wishes may be expressed by the two Governments. 





sation on. 
fo the Zil to 

















































[u622) Ba 



















{46021} 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 
(No. 452.) “ 
(Celegraphic:) P. ‘Tehran, December 26, 1908. 
‘MIE. Shah and Constitution, Si wolson’s telegram No. 309 repeated to me 










in your telex 4th December. 
Tho effect on t holding ont the hope of an advance (see my telegram 
y,and Ldo not think that we: 









aan go further on these lin 
‘mot. but feel some anxiety in regard to d i 
any moment, aud this would give the Sh: 





derstand that the 
pretext 










press 
der that the moment has now come for representatio 
character, as the result of our y ne advice has so far heen prac 
‘snggest that the two Repre- nd-an audience of the Shah aud point 
ltt to His Majesty: that. the on 
the Grand Vizier and the Minister of War from’ hi ly 
competent persons the framing of the electoral lass which he has promise 
people and to the two Represontatives, and to grant a esty to those of his subjects 
whi are under arms in the } paijan, and that if these measures are not 
taken the two Governments wil infer that Tis Majesty to follow 
‘ir advice, and will leave him to settle matters with h 
giving him advice and sympath 
T propose this representation 
prepartl to adopt the course mentioned inn 
Te would, Uthink, be desirable to inti 
that, sliould disordors break out in ‘Teliran, the Russian officers of the Coss 
jill ho instructed that they themselves should participate in 10 measure 


of a more cogent 

















































the p ‘and property, and that their men will only: be w 
protection ; 
If si ontation failed, though [believe it would in fact bring: the Shak 







to reason the two Gove 





ont. an opportunity, should they desire it, of 



















oseaping ace from the responsibility of prescribing, as the best eure for 
the ills of Persia, constitutional régime. 
‘This responsibility, involved by our representations of the Inst fow months, will 
ie a Very omnbarrassing one in the event of fi ing demands from the 





stand that they a ely in the 1 


ationalists, “Lam sven to . ¢ 
oration of the kite constitutional 


formulate a demand for the 1 
modification. 
M, Subline does not know of this suggestion, 





T have not mentioned it to him. 




















|45022| No. 
Sir G. Burcliny th Sir Edivird Grey— (Received December 20.) 
(No. 153) 
(Velesaphie) 2. ‘Tehran, December 2 
SITUATION in Azerbaija 


Mr Wratislaw reports that t 
whieh have taken phice during the last foww days in the direction of \ 

\ doc! 1 to have been mi the Turkish Comm 
frontier nea "to the effeot that the ‘Turks are prepared to support the National 
purty in Azerbaijan, has hen brooght to Tabreez, and communicated to Satar Khan 
by an individual from Urumia. 

‘Mie, Wratislavs caninot vouch for the authenticity of the declaration, and the bearer 
Dias a bad reputation, 
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No, 427. 


45023) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 26.) 


(No. 454) 
(Telegraphic. 
SEIZI 
of the 19th instant. 
Jihough T had the promise of the Persian Government that the money s 
arould be refunded on or before the 24th instant, they have failed to do so. 
to the Grand Vizier, the money will be paid on the 28th instant, but I fail to see where 
they will find the requisite sui of money. 
In the event of the Persian Government again failing to make good their promise, 
I propose to demand the attachment, of Ain-ed-Dowleh's house in ‘Tehran, if the 
fanager of the Imperial Bank concurs in this course. 



































44888 No. 428. 





Edwarl Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 

(No. 675.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
PROTECTION of Shah (se 


Foreign Office, Decenber 2, 108, 
telegram No, 447 of the 






rd 


Sir G. Barel 













ion the guarantee stiould follow the line 
Minister at Tehran in his telegram No. 446 of the 22nd instant and 
1 writing, as, if this wore done, it might. be regarded as an act of 
ald also | to abuse by the Shah. 

time last year did not include the Shah's family, 
anxious that the family should he included we 


of the formula suggested by 


















anight concede the point. 





[45047] No. 


sdicurd Grey—(Received December 27.) 








Sir A. Nicolson to Sir 


St. Petersburgh, December 27, 1908, 






Tavolsky the draft of a telogram to you giving the substance 
wy expressed to me ina long conversation which T had 
ihe situation in Persia, Mz Isvolsky tells mo that the 
‘Of his remarks is recorded accurately in my draft, but bogs ane to wait 
for a fow days when he promises me a more precise and detailed exposition of the 
proposals th to. minke. 
Tain replying that I will hold back the te 
able me to Jay before ye 






ed to M 
ich his B 
vesterilay 
general sens 

























vgram, but am adding that I hope that 
with as liitle delay as possible, as. Sir 
is becoming less satisfactory than 









(45025) No, 430, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received December 27.) 
Tehran, December 27, 1008, 


N from the ‘Turkish Chargé d’Affaires that the Nationalists at Resht have 
taken refuge in the Turkish Consular Ageney at that place. 
































[45346] No. 431. 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
(Wo, 117.) 
( phic.) P. Paris, December 28, 1908. 





PLEASE, refer to my telegram No, 114 of the 22nd instant relative to the 
Zil-os Sultan. 

In 
M. Isvolsky 
given to the Zil-es-Sultan, i 
Ht ilesirablo that the Princo should not leave Paris until a decision had been reached by 
the two Governments, M. do Nélidow added that as time pressed he had requested 
the Per or in Paris to beg the Prince not to Teave Paris in tho mean time. 
Jottor Twvent to see M, de Nélidow and explained to him that somo 
ceur hofore I received instructions on account of the Christmas holidays, 
1H said that as his Pxeellency’s communication to the Prince would no doubt prevent, 
his leaving Paris, Peed not take any action. 








nbassador on the 25th instant, stating that 
i wy to arranging for the reply to be 
‘Affairs considered 








nd that the Russi 







































Tain t phing to you en cluir (see my telegram No, 118 of to-day) the text of 
the roy od by the Zil-esSultan to the report which he sent to Tehran of his 
interviow with the Russian Ambassador and myself, ‘These replies have been shown 
to me by tho Persian Minister, who feels that he 1 in an awkward position by 








being made he therefore begs 
that no mention may be made of hi on with the 
Zils Sultan, He tells mo that he never know he receit 
one day will not be contradicted the next, and he says it is unlikely that the Prince, in 
view of the withdrawal of the British and Russian guarantees in the event of his return 
to Porsia, will go back unless suitable guarantees be received by him from the Shah. 
hese he considers will probably not be forthcoming. 























(45347) No, 432. 


Sir F Bertie to Sir #dward G) 





sy—( Received December 25.) 







Paris, December 2 
elographed to Shab full account of what 
Jor and myself, as reported in my telegram 








w word that 
Amb 





cd at inter 
Kon 1s of the 

y ultan has communieated to me gist of te 
Vizier transmitted to him through Porsian Legation here, dated the 25th instant, in 
which he is i to return without delay, together with his son. His Imperial 
Thighnoss hias also received telegrams from his brother Naib-os-Saltaneh and Minister of 
War urging his return as soon as possible, 


























(45312) No. 
Sir G. Bareluy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 


phic) P. Tehran, December 28, 1 
customs, My telegram No, 428 of the 11th instant. 
T havo received the reply of tho Persian Government to my represent: 
to the elfoot that from Deccinber to Mareh next the Custou on will pay 
133,000 tomaus a-month and thereafter 30,000 tomans a-mouth. 000 tomans are 
rice of 1001, It is not precisely stated in the note that 
eithior sun is 3 ‘customs receipts of Bushire, nor is it clear whether the 
$0,000 tomans a-month is for the sinking fund and interest’on the 1901 advance or for 
interest on all the bank's advances. 
y L avcopt this arrangement if I ean obta 
Persian Goyernntent that the payments are to be 
get thon £0 reeognize the 30,000 tomans as a ps 
Please refer to the Lnperial Bank for any 






ions. It is 

































n express undertaking from the 
ade from the Bushire receipts, and 
nt for interest only ? 

plauations you may desire 
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[45341] No. 434. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 458.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, December 28, 1908. 
SITUATION in Tehran, 

a demonstration by the Nationalist party the bazaars haye been closed to-day. 

‘The town remains quiet, 











[45030] No. 435 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, 






(Telegraphic.) _P. Foreign Office, December 28, 1908, 


‘olsky’s proposal has my concurrence, and you may act accordingly. (Seo 
Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No, 313 of the 26th instant.) 








[45414] No. 4 
Sir Edward Grey to 





6. 


ir G, Lowther, 





(No. 488.) 
eicerphie) Pi Foreign Office, December 28, 1908, 
BAST at Turkish Embassy in ‘Tehran. 

His Majesty's Government have ro 











ed a communication from the Russian 
Government asking that you should be instructed to join your Russian colleaguo in 
pointing out to the Grand Vizier that the giving of politieil bast at Tehran is. very 
undesirable, and in proposing that, provided their salety is guaranteed, the bastis be 
compelled to leave the Turkish Embassy. 
Tn 1906 some 15,000 persons took bast in the British Legation, and, in order to 
rence of a similar abuse of the custom, His Majesty's Government have 
ng it to be the only course by which interference 
wy be avoided, 
In making any representations you should give assurances, and induce M. Zinoviow 
00, that no Russian or British Agents will interfero to the detriment of Persian 
8 at Tehran, provided that political ast is not allowed by tho Turkish 
Government, In view of the present state of fecling of the Turkish Parliament, you 
should! uso your discretion as to how far pressure ean be put upon the Grand Vizier in 
this matter, 




































(45021) No, 437, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 





Foreign Office, December 28, 1908. 


Please refer to your telegram No, 462 of the 26th December, 1908. 

His Majesty’s Government are of opinion that it would be well to wait till the 

of M. Iavolsky are known to them taking further action, lis Bxcollency 
J to make proposals of a definite nature to Sir A, Nicolson within a few 





















(45443) No. 138, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 29.) 
(No. 159.) 
(Telegraphi Tehran, December 29, 1008. 





SITUATION in Tehran. 
‘The town remains quite quiet to-day, and some of the bazaars aro open. 
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[43487] No. 439. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 





Sir, Foreign Office, December 29, 1908. 

THAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. $50 of the 9th 
a conversation which you recently had with the Minister for Foreign 
the disturbed stato of Persia, and especially of the Province of Azerbaijan. 

‘The language of tho second paragraph’of your despatch is not quite clear, but it 
appears that. your Excellency agreed with Tewiik Pasha in his opinion that it might 
bedesirable to dispatch Turkish troops to Tabreex to co-operate with any Russian 
force sent to Persia in maintaining order and protecting Ottoman interest 

lis Majesty's Government hope, however, that intervention by any Power will be 
avoided, and there is no reason to apprehend the dispatch of a Russian expedition if 
Russian lives and property are not assailed, and if the idea of all other foreign in 
yontion is disconraged. It would be well therefore to deprecate on every opportunity 
the idea of Turkish intervention, aud not to encourage the contemplation of it evem 
hypothetically. 





rs respecting 

































Tam, &. 
(Signed) a. GREY, 











(45466) No. 110. 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—(Received December 30.) 
Sir, 





, ichurch Lane, London, December 29, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant, 
and iny Directors note with satisfuetion that the Grand Vizier has given his assurinee 
that the sum of 25,000 tomans, seized by the Atnsed-Dowleh from the bank's cash 
remittance to Pabrecg, shall be repaid to the bank by ‘Thursday (? to-day). ‘The Board 
of Directors beg to tender thi ecretary of State for his action in the 
matter. 

Fam desire 






















to montion that there is « further sum of 81,749 tomans, whieh was 
scized by the Nin-ed-Dowlch in October last, whilst in transit to Tabrect under escort, 
full particulary of which are known to His Britannie Majesty's Minister in ‘Tehran. 
'As no satisfaction has so far been received in respect of this outrage, T venture to. 
lis Britannic Majesty's Government to ene on the bank's behalf 
r this matter also. L beg to point out that this intervention is the more 
ecossury in tho present junetury, inasmuch ay unless we obtain immediate satisfaction 
a vital brauch of our business will become paralysed, for our insurance brokers inform 
i ble to effet: further insur ns and 
of the Persian Govern are allowed to 
yy and it i the conduct of 
profitable braneli of the ess) to he able to 
; besides, with regard to our note issue, ¢ ignments 

































thy Juands on them with 
seo (which is tho most 
sur from place to pl 











Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 








LT, 
Manager. 





(45502) No. 441. 


Mr. D'Arcy to Foreign Office: 





(Received December 30.) 





Sir, Stanmore Hall, Stanmore, December 28, 1908. 

LN reply to your letter of the 17th instant, I have now had an_ opportunity of 
sulting the chief among the parties interested with me in developing the Persian 
fileiolls. L regret the delay, but it was difficult to see some of them at this season of 
the year. 

More the Government comes to a decision adverse to the retention of the 
guard at its own cost and that of India, T would ask you to consider the 
following — 











We desire at once to admit that, as between the Government of His Imperial 
Majesty the Shali of Persia and the Governments of Great Britain and India, it is 
the duty of the first named, rather than of the latter, to furnish all the necessary: 
guards at its own expense, as provided by the Concession granted to me by the Persian 
Government. 

But it is matter of common knowledge that when we came into contact with 
the Bakhtiari people, and these stopped the works which under the Coneession above 
referred to we had every right to pursue, the Government of His Imperial Majesty 
the Shah was, and is, absolutely: incapable of enforcing its authority over the 
Bakhtiaris. 

We therefore sent out an emissary, Mr. J. R. Preece, a British ex-Consul in 

















Persia, ‘The stoppage of our work, with a large number of Europeans sitting idle 
in Persia, itself involved us in very heavy expense. Tn addition to this we paid the 


cost of Mr. Preece’s mission, and, when he succeeded in making terms with the 
Chiefs on the spot of the Bakhtiari tribe, we paid, and are paying, blackmail to them 
for perm ission to do that which we submit we have a perfect right to do without let 
or interference, and, above all, we are bearing the very heavy loss caused by the 
stoppage of our work in the consequently delayed formation of the Company whieh 
it is our intention to form at an carly date p the petroleum industry in 
Persia. 

For obvious reasons there was nothing to be gained by our attempting to 
formulate a claim on the Persia Government ; still less, of course, ean there be any, 

mon the British Government in respect of ‘the above items, 

But we trust that the latter will take into consideration, before coming to a 
Aceision on the question of thi 1 now at issue, that we have suffered and 
are hearing th e who are endeavouring to develop and 
have already met with’ marked suece foundation of this new industry, 
an industry to be worked entirely by fe, in British hands, and by 
British capital, and one whic inve every reason to believe should be looked upon 
with favour, if not indulgence, by the British Government, since it may in the near 
future become a source of valuable fuel for our navy. 

We would therefore earnestly beg of His Majesty's Government to maintain ab 
the public cost this guard, whose necessity and presence has been justified hitherto 
by events, and whose retention on public grounds, as you are good énough to inform 
us in your letter now under reply, is advocated Hoth by Captain Lorimer and 
Lieutenant Wilson. 

We also beg leave to point out with the greatest respect that if any catastrophe 
or violence on the part of the tribesmen should result as a consequence of the 
withdrawal of the guard it might lead to a yery much more serious national 
expenditure and to serious action on the part, of the Government, for after all we 
are British subjeets not only pursuing lawful objects in Persia, but doing so with, the 
express sanction of the Persian Government. 

Finally, it has been suggested to us that if the Government is unwilling to wwe 

nount of public junds required by the retention of the guard 

rusts, a protection rendered necessary by the phy’ 

the Gove of His Imperial Majesty the Shah to cary out 

obligations in this connection, the Government might not unreasonably instruct its 

Representative in shan to request that the cost of the guard be reimbursed by the 
Persian Government. 













































































Tam, &e, 
(Signed) W. K. DIAROY. 











(45546) No. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 30.) 
(No. 460.) 
(felegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, December 30, 1908, 
MY immediately preceding telegram: Situation, 





‘To-day all the bazaars are open. 
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[45023] No. 443. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 371.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office. December 30, 1908. 
SEIZURE of Imperial Bank's remittances by Ain-ed-Dowleh. (See your telegram 

No. 454 of the 1theinstant.) Your intervention is requested by the bank for the 

Toovery ofa further sumn of 31,749 tomans seized in October by Ain-ed-Dovleb, 
Yeushould make energetic representations to the Persian ( t 

subject. {Che bank complains that brokers will no longer insure specie caravans if 

Heh officials aro allowed to plunder them with impunity, and that they will thus Tose 

‘ono of the most profitable branches of their busine: 

























(45312) No, 444. 
Koreign Office to Sir T. Jackson, 


Foreign Office, December 30, 1905. 
ious correspondence respecting the transfer of the lien of 
‘of Kermanshah to those of Bushire, 1am directed by 
m you that a telegeam, dated the 28th instant, has been 
receiy at Teliran to the following eles 

‘the Persian Government state that from December to March 1909 the Customs 
00 tomans per month, and 30,000 tomans per mouth 





in, 
WII reference to pr 
‘our bank from the euston 
















i 





thor 





ven thousand tomans is, Sir G. Barclay believes, the monthly interest-on the 
‘of 1901, He is not sure whetiver the Persian Go ntond the sum of 
maton all the advances on your bank, or for the sinking fand 
anid interest on yout w of 1901; nor is he certain that either of the two sums 
fpvified is seoured on the customs of Bushive 

Sir G. Barelay will endeavour to obtain an express undertaki 
are to he toms of Bushire, and to got 30,000 tomans recog 
Rayment (or intorest onky 5 and We inquires whether the arrangement may be aevopted 
Hie obtains satisfaction on both poiuts, or upon the thrst-named only, 

Tat to request that you will favour this Department with the views of your 
Board on the subject. 

Tian to add that Sir B, Grey understands that the yearly interest on the total 
debt of the Persinn Government” to your bank is, at 12 per cent., about 300,000 
tomans; if, therefore, a sum of 0,000 tomans a-month ean be s¢ ured, the claims of 
the bank would presumably be satistied. 





advan 
30,000 tomans for inte 




















that the p 




















Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(45023) No, 115. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Office, December 30, 1908. 
ted by Secretary 
tle instant has been received 


Sir, Fore 
WITIE reference to my letter of the 22nd inst 
Sir E, Grey to inform you that a telegram dated the 
from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran respecting the ion by the Ain-ed- 
Dovwleh of a sunt of 25,000 tomans while in transit to at Tabreca, 
ih (de Barelay reports that the money has not yet been refunded, although the 
WT Government promised in writing to do so before the 24th instant, ‘The Grand 
vic thad subsequently. promised payment on the 28th instant, but Sir @. Barelay did 
siete! confident as to where the money was to come from. In these circumstances 
hie proposed, subject to the coneurrened of your Manager in Tehran and if the Grand 
to fuliil his promise, to demand the attachment of the Ain-ed-Dowleh s 
House in Webra 



































Tam, &o. 


(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 
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No. 446. 





[45619] 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received December 31.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
horewith, for the information of the Sccretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 23rd instant, relative to the proposed appointment of Lieutenant 
Ranking to act as Consul at Ahwaz. 


India Office, December 30, 1908. 


Tnclosure in No. 446. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, December 28, 1908. 

PLEASE refer to my tologram of the 20th July last as to Lieutenant Ranking’s 
appointment at Ahwaz, 

Foreign Office have beon informed of Lorimer's application for two years’ leavo, 
commencing on the 15th proximo. Do you propose that Ranking should act for him ? 
if s0, whit are your proposals as to his pay and allowance? While thus acting, would 
ho bo relieved entirely from his duties with the oil guard? and, if s0 relieved, would 
it be necessary to replace him by another military officer on the salary which you 
recommended for Ranking in your letter of the 8th October last? If the guard 
Teturns to India, can you give the approximate amount of transport charges? An 
early roply by telegraph is requested. Retention of oil guard is now under considera- 
tion in consultation with the Treasury. 











(45675) No. 447, 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received December 31.) 


Sir, 25, Abehurch Lane, London, December 30, 1908. 
WITH reference to the arrangement with the Secretary of State for Nori 
Affairs for establishing a branch of the bank at Nasratabad, in Seiston, and in 
continuation of my letter dated the 2nd January last, [ havo the, honour to forward 
herewith a statement of account for the financial year ended the 20th September last: 

shih I trust will be found correct, % 

ie result of the working of the Nasratabad branch for the year ended the 
20th September last, after deducting the subsidy of 1,500L, alive a. prot of 
BBL. 9s. bd., which, deducted from 2,790L 10s, 3d., the balance brought: forward 
om an cee ‘and interest, 1391, Ls, makes a loss for the five years of 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) © G, NEWELL, 
Manager. 


[1622] 
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Statement of Accounts respecting Nasratabad Office of the Imperial Bank of Persia for 


Tnclosure in No. 447. 










the Year ending September 20, 1903. 
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Liess balance of interest, commis 





Substy payable by tho Tn 


Real 





working for tho year en 
Soptener, 1808) : : 
alan of toss brought forwatd from last account | 

Tnilerest at per cent. por annutn for one year «+ 





Tans on working to dato + reel ee 





London, December 30, 1908. 


Noth hore ba, nw 
apital of 10,000h, €0 bo ar 
th Ajgroe 





(Signed) G. NEWELL, 
Manager. 





i) 


(No. 429.) 


(Plexraphie Constantinople, December 31, 1908. 
WHILE. he does not favour an identie representation to the Grand Vizier very 
‘warmly, my Russian colleague is distinetly not disposed to include a reference to tie 


aysurane' 
Tam informed by the Subline Porte, in re 


that the 
Embassy 


iknow that the pretension adv 
condition for their departure 





No, 448. 





Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey, (Received Decemver 31.) 

























28th in: 





12 proposed in the last senteneo of your telegram No. 
to some obs ade by tn 

2 gradually evacuating the Ottoman. 

ve boon sent to the Turkish Chargé d’Mffaires to let them 

‘od by them of making the grant of the Constitution a 

ot be admitted by the Ottoman Government. 












astis, whose Ii 
Dut instru 


avo heon guaranteed 
















(2) 


(No. 461.) 
‘Velographic.) Pe 

TAPERIAL Bank of Persia and the Bushire customs. My telegram \ 
the 28th in 


It 


shall constitute a payment in respect of interest on the entire debt. I recommend 
that the arrangement should be accepted in the event of our being 
express ass 


that, in 









No. 149. 


Sir G, Bareluy lo Sir Bitward Grey. 





received. December 31.) 





‘Tehran, December 





r 
js intended that the monthly instalment from March onwards of 30,000 t 








le to secure the 
ment of the Bushire customs from that date. Manager shares iny view 
it would be the best solution possible. 





the circumstances, 
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{3] No, 450. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received December 31.) 
(No. 462) 
(iaogesahic) B. Tehran, December 31, 1908, 

‘AIN-ED-DOWLEH'S seizure of bank’s money. 

Your telegram No. 371 of yesterday. 

With the concurrence of Manager, I demanded a bond recognizing the 
31,000 tomans as a Government debt, my energetic representations having failed to 
Shin ther restitution, I understood that this arrangement had the Board's approval. 
Toapect the bond daily. It will, I fear, be necessary for the bank to regard this as an 
augmentation of the Government's debt, as the latter have no funds, 

Ain, Consul-Genoral Wratislaw gives me to understand that at least a part of the 
later seizure of the 25,000 tomans will be disgorged by Ain-ed-Dowleh, 
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